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SUMMARY: A world defined by the interplay of personal enrichment in high office, cascading natural
disasters, and fragile geopolitical alliances, with institutions struggling to adapt to a volatile new reality.



TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

BBCNEWS

JULY 1, 2026

TRUMP'S UNPRECEDENTED
CRYPTOCURRENCY WINDFALL AND
THE VENEZUELAN HUMANITARIAN

CATASTROPHE DEFINE A DAY OF
HIGH GLOBAL VOLATILITY AND
INSTITUTIONAL TRANSITION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 1, 2026, marks a significant convergence
of financial, constitutional, and humanitarian
stressors across the globe. In the United
States, mandatory financial disclosures reveal
that President Donald Trump earned
between $1.4 billion and $2.2 billion in
2025, driven primarily by cryptocurrency
ventures, including "meme coins" and the
family-linked World Liberty Financial
platform. This massive personal accumulation
of wealth while in office has triggered intense
ethics debates and allegations of
unprecedented conflicts of interest,
particularly as the administration moves to
deregulate the very industry providing the
windfall. This domestic controversy coincides
with the U.S. Supreme Court dealing a
major blow to the President's agenda by
ruling 6-3 to protect birthright citizenship,
reaffirming the 14th Amendment against an

executive order attempts to ban it for the
children of undocumented migrants.

Simultaneously, the international community
is struggling to manage a cascading
humanitarian crisis in Venezuela following
a devastating twin earthquake. The confirmed
death toll has exceeded 2,000, while
estimates of the missing range from 40,000
to 50,000. The disaster has exposed severe
infrastructure failures and sparked criticism
of the interim government's slow response
and the prioritization of  wealthier
neighborhoods for heavy rescue equipment.
The crisis is further complicated by a record-
breaking global heatwave and an uneasy
truce with Iran that keeps the Strait of
Hormuz effectively closed, severely
restricting global o0il flows and straining
international energy markets.

In the United Kingdom, a period of acute
political transition is underway following
the resignation of Keir Starmer. The
presumptive successor, Andy Burnham,
faces an immediate £5 billion funding gap
in the government’s newly unveiled defense
investment plan. Critics have branded the
plan a "wish list" that defers difficult spending
choices to the next administration while the
nation faces an increasingly dangerous threat
matrix from Russia and the Middle East.
Against this backdrop, the 2026 FIFA World
Cup continues to serve as both a significant
economic driver—projected to boost global
GDP by $41 billion—and a powerful tool for
nationalistic sentiment, evidenced by
England’s 2-1 victory over DR Congo.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Trump’s Cryptocurrency Windfall

* Financial disclosures show Trump earned
over $1 billion from crypto activities last
year, a nearly four-fold increase from his
previous year's income before his re-
election.

* The revenue includes $526 million from
token sales via World Liberty Financial
and $635 million in royalties from a
Trump-themed "meme coin" launched

fore his in ration.

e The White House has denied conflicts of

interest, asserting the assets are held in
lin r , though critics argue the
President acts as both a market "player and

rule-maker" in the crypto space.

Venezuela Earthquake Catastrophe

* Twin earthquakes have resulted in over
2,300 confirmed dead and up to 50,000
missing as search efforts enter a critical
phase.

* The United Nations warns that 1.8
million people need urgent humanitarian
assistance, including 680,000 children at
risk of hunger and exploitation by human
traffickers.

e Criticism of the Delcy Rodriguez
administration is mounting due to the
absence of the National Guard and the

lack of heavy machinery in poorer areas.

U.S. Constitutional and Legal Conflicts

* The Supreme Court struck down the
President's executive order banning
automatic citizenship for children born on
U.S. soil to undocumented parents.

e The Court also upheld state bans on
transgender women competing in female

sports at school.

e The Court removed limits on election
campaign financing coordinated by
political parties, a move hailed by

Republi {mifi -

UK Political and Defense Crisis

* Prime Minister Keir Starmer resigned,
triggering a transition period as Andy
Burnham prepares to take office.

* A £300 billion defense plan announced
by the outgoing government contains a £5
billion shortfall and relies on £11 billion in

unidentified savings.

* Outgoing officials defended the shift
toward uncrewed and autonomous
systems (drones) while facing pressure

from NATO to reach 3.5% GDP spending.

Global Environmental Extremes

* June 2026 was the warmest on record for
England, while Spain recorded 1,000+
heat-related deaths in the same month.

* Oceans reached a record high of 20.98
Celsius, driving increased humidity and

higher lan mperatur

* Experts warn that "heat domes" are
becoming more persistent due to jet stream

resonance and climate change.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The UK government is in a state of
"limbo" between Starmer's resignation and
Burnham’s coronation/contest, leading to

concerns about effective decision-making
and civil service direction.
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* President Trump’s personal financial Energy & Critical Infrastructure

enrichment through crypto and

memorabilia (Bibles, watches) is redefining * Global oil markets remain volatile (crude
presidential norm f n n at $68) as the Strait of Hormuz remains
institutional trust. restricted due to an uneasy truce between

the US and Iran.

* The UK energy cap is set to rise by 13%,
potentially pushing millions into fuel

Macroeconomics & Trade

* The USMCA trade pact faces a renewal

deadline, with President Trump threatening poverty.

to let it expire unless U.S. concerns are

addressed. DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

* The Japanese Yen hit a 40-year low (162.8
to the dollar), straining households but
providing a ‘"windfall" for Japanese

The Monetization of Political Capital

eXpOrters. * A significant shift is observed in the
* The EU and UK are introducing new levies commercialization of the presidency.
and removing "de minimis" tax allowances President Trump’s financial disclosure
on cheap online imports (targeting Temu, reveals that personal branding—ranging
Shein) to protect domestic industries. from meme coins to branded Bibles and

neakers—has become a Dbillion-dollar

Armed Conflict & Militarization . o .
in m 1 while in office.

e The UK’s Defense Investment Plan * The use of "blind trusts" is increasingly
signals a "seismic shift" toward smaller viewed by critics as performative, given
cheaper uncrewed systems and away from the family’s direct involvement in entities
expensive ig-tick items lik like World Liber Financial and the
destroyers. President’s public promotion of crypto

* The Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in nolicies.

Su.dan are aFcused of ejzhnm_clﬁansmgjnd‘ . . . Institutional Gridlock and Constitutional
crimes against humanity in El Fasher Resilience

* The U.S. Supreme Court acts as a primary
check on executive reach, particularly in
the Dbirthright citizenship ruling,
highlighting the resilience of the 14th
Amendment against populist policy agenda

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The U.S. Supreme Court decisions on
executive power suggest a continued "tug-

of-war" between branches, particularly j
regarding independent agencies like the Ltems.
Federal Reserve and FTC. * In contrast, the U.S. Congress is described

as suffering from "total disaster" and

"total dysfunction," unable to pass key

defense or housing bills due to partisan
N f the leqislati '

* The appointment of  pro-industry
regulators by the Trump administration
has led to the relaxation of oversight for

cryptocurrency tokens.
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The "New Abnormal" of Climate Change

* Heatwaves are no longer viewed as isolated
weather events but as systemic failures
of critical infrastructure and public
health.

* There is a growing "equity gap" in heat
resilience, where the elderly and those with
nderlyin
suffer disproportionately high mortality.

nditions in Eur nd th

* The lithium-ion battery market is seeing
a surge in "thermal runaway" incidents,

posing a new regulatory challenge for

consumer safety.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Partisan Divergence and
Cynicism

Internal stability is being eroded by
deepening partisan polarization, as
evidenced by the contrasting r to the

President's personal wealth. While "MAGA"
supporters view his success as vindication of
his businessman persona, critics and
independent analysts point to a collapse of
public trust in federal institutions over the
last 20 years. This is exacerbated by the voter
ID debate, with Democrats alleging the Save
America Act is a tool for disenfranchisement
and racist gerrymandering. The rise of
Democratic Socialists in primaries

(unseating 30-year incumbents in Colorado)

signals an internal "tug-of-war" for the heart
of the party, which may alienate moderate

swing voters.

United Kingdom: Governing in Limbo

The UK faces domestic instability
characterized by a "government in limbo."

Outgoing Prime Minister Keir Starmer is

attempting to define his legacy while Andy

Burnham is viewed as already effectively
running the country via social media

interventions (e.g., the Rochdale grooming
gang deportation case). This vacuum has
led to budgetary chaos, with departments
like Transport and Energy facing cuts to
fund a shaky defense plan prior to the autumn
budget.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Hostile Threat Matrix: Iran and Hormuz

The international system is framed as a
hostile threat matrix, specifically regarding
the Strait of Hormuz. Iran is leveraging its
control over the strait as a powerful tool/
weapon equal to its nuclear ambitions, forcing
the U.S. into indirect and difficult negotiations
in Doha. The U.S. posture is defensive,
focused on "keeping traffic moving" while Iran
demands access to $6 billion in frozen
assets

nition of i
Retreat from Multilateralism

A trend toward isolationism and "America
First" continues to strain NATO. The
President's negative remarks about the
alliance have "unnerved members," while the
U.S. global force posture review has
already reduced its footprint in Europe. This
has forced nations like Estonia and Germany
to drastically incr heir own fen

spending to compensate for uncertain U.S.

support.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic environment is
characterized by intense volatility and a
decoupling from traditional standards.
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Financial markets are struggling with "Fed
jitters" as Chair Kevin Warsh hints at future
rate hikes, while the tech-heavy Nasdaq
remains bolstered by Al optimism despite a
$2 trillion collective value drop for the
"Magnificent Seven" in June. Supply chains
are being reshaped by protectionist tariffs
(50% on foreign steel) and a shift in Chinese

manuf rin ward Eur .

Key Economic Vectors

* Currencies: Japanese Yen hit a 40-year
low (162.8/USD). US markets closed
strongest 3-month period in six years.

e Commodities: Oil (Crude) down 1% to
$68 following stalled Iran talks. Gold bars
in Trump’s disclosure valued up to $1

* Corporate Sector: Nike stock down 35%
YTD (75% off 2021 highs) due to China
sales slump (-12%) and failed "rare drop"
strategies. Utilita Energy warns of rising
UK fuel poverty.

e Inflation/GDP: UK energy cap rise
(+13%). World Cup GDP boost of nearly
$41 billion.

* Labor Market: U.S. ADP report showed
98,000 private jobs added, slightly worse

than economists expected.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events highlight high-stakes
leadership transitions in major powers and
legal purges in corporate and international
settings.

* Keir Starmer (UK): Officially resigned as
Labour leader; his departure creates a

vacuum being filled by the "presumptive"

successor Burnham.

* Andy Burnham (UK): Rising as the "real
Prime Minister right now" according to
media analysts, already influencing Home

ffi licy vi ial media.

* James Holder (Superdry): Convicted and
sentenced to eight years for rape, marking
a "seismic" fall for the fashion industry
mogul.

e Nadiem Makarim (Indonesia): Former
Education Minister and Gojek co-founder
sentenced to ten years for corruption in
laptop procurement.

* John Healey (UK): Resigned as Defense
Secretary over the funding of the defense
investment plan.

e Diana DeGette (US): 30-term incumbent
unseated by a democratic socialist in a

significant primary upset.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial hierarchy is distinctly
split between sensationalist mnationalistic
sports coverage and sober humanitarian/
political reporting. The World Cup—
specifically the "Harry Kane" rescue narrative
—receives disproportionate airtime across all
time slots, often serving as a distraction from
the "bruising" UK political environment. The
lead stories are consistently Trump's
personal wealth and the Venezuela
earthquake, while the Antwerp apartment
fire (6 dead) is treated as a major breaking
update. omissions include
internal Iranian factional politics and the
specific nature of the "foreign war" the U.S.
is reportedly embroiled in. The emotional tone
is fear-inducing regarding the heatwave
(1,000+ deaths) but nationalistic regarding

Al talent in the UK and the "Coming Home"
World Cup narrative.

Conspicuous
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Geopolitical framing today is characterized by
a retreating West and a transactional and
defensive Global South.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Framed as internally
chaotic but economically "motoring”
faster than expected. Its leadership is
portrayed as transactional, as seen in the
acceptance of a gifted 747 jet from Qatar
for the "flying White House."

* Venezuela: Depicted as a collapsed,
impoverished, and corrupt "oil-rich
state" where the soul of the country is "torn

ime failure.

* China: Framed as a rising competitor in
medical tourism ("brutally efficient") but

a threat to Furopean steel and ethnic
LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a wealth-
focused '"rule-maker" who "has no
personal involvement" in finances yet
profits from his own policies. He is
characterized as competent in business
but chaotic in constitutional matters.

* Andy Burnham: Framed as the
principled and proactive
Minister in waiting," filling the vacuum
left "shr ! rmer
administration.

"Prime

* Kylian Mbappe: Framed as a formidable,
"galaxy-level" star destined for the Golden
Boot.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* UNICEF: Portrayed as the sole protector
of children in a "war-zone" disaster,

warning of trafficking risks.
* Meta (Instagram): Framed as caving to
government pressure by rolling back

encryption to monetize data for Al training.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The information environment is dominated by
narrative seeding regarding "normalcy." The
White House is weaponizing the "stock
market up" narrative to deflect from ethics
probes. Conversely, the U-turn on end-to-
end encryption by Meta is being framed by
some analysts as a business decision
disguised as public safety advocacy to
facilitate AI data collection. In the UK, the
outgoing administration is controlling leaks
regarding the "DIP" (Defense Plan) to distract
from the funding shortfall. The network itself
is engaging in distraction by giving heavy
airtime to football "vibes" and the "lipstick
effect" in Ukraine to soften the impact of
bombing reports.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Constitutional Crisis: President Trump
will likely attempt to use Congressional
legislative acts to circumvent the
Supreme Court’s birthright citizenship
ruling, potentially leading to a protracted
constitutional standoff.
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* UK Economic Fallout: The £5 billion
defense hole and rising energy prices will
force the Burnham administration into
an early political crisis, likely requiring
highly unpopular welfare cuts or tax

1ncreases.

* Venezuelan Unrest: The "faint glimmers
of hope" in search efforts will likely
transition to widespread civil unrest as
the missing 50,000 are officially declared

dead and government neglect remains
unaddressed.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Immediate
budgetary backlash in the UK as Starmer
exits; escalation of heat-related deaths in
the US and Europe during the July 4th
holiday; potential strikes/unrest in Venezuela
over the distribution of aid.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Significant
regulatory shifts in the crypto market as
Trump’s Genius Act and Clarity Act are

implemented to benefit the family business;
resolution (or expiration) of the USMCA.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural decay of
the NATO alliance as the U.S. continues its

drawdown of European assets; transition of

European energy infrastructure to meet
net-zero heat preparedness targets.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The following risks are derived from the
convergence of environmental, political, and
technical stressors.

* Grid Failure and Mass Mortality:
Persistent heat domes and undulating jet
streams could cause a total collapse of
the U.S. or European power grids.
Triggers: Continued record sea-surface
temperatures and increased Al data center

energy demand. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Catastrophic. Mitigations:
Immediate rapid transition to heat-
rotection  labor licie and ri

reinforcement.

Regional War Escalation (Middle East):
The "uneasy truce" fails, leading to an "all-
out war" with Iran. Triggers: Violation of
the MOU or continued tit-for-tat attacks in
the Strait of Hormuz. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Global economic ruin.
Mitigations: Return of frozen Iranian
assets contingent on opening the strait.

* U.S. Institutional Instability: The Save
America Act and the delegitimization of
the Supreme Court erode the foundations

of democracy. Triggers: Trump tweeting
against Republican dissidents or ignoring
Court orders. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Civil conflict. Mitigations: Bipartisan

support for stock trading bans and ethics
rule guardrails.

* Venezuelan State Collapse: The
earthquake triggers the final collapse of
the interim government. Triggers:
Evidence of National Guard looting or

rruption in i istri ion.

I
Likelihood: Very High. Impact: Mass
migration of 9 million+ people.
Mitigations: Deployment of international
protection forces.
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* Global Financial Contagion (Crypto): A
"pump and dump" event in the
unregulated crypto market. Triggers: The
Trump meme coin (already -95%) or
World Liberty
Likelihood: High. Impact: Loss of billions
in retail savings. Mitigations: Sound

regulation of sound regulation of financial
markets.

Financial failure.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The broadcasts fail to detail the specific
military theatre of the "foreign war" the

U.S. is "embroiled in" beyond the Iran
truce.

e There is a lack of data on internal Iranian
dissent which may be driving the refusal to
meet with U.S. envoys.

* The impact of Trump’s "Bibles" and
merchandise on the religious-political

base is mentioned but not analyzed for

influence.

* The specific cause of the Antwerp
apartment fire remains speculative
despite the high death toll.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Crypto-Refuge Scenario: Trump’s
push for a "crypto capital" is not grift but a
calculated hedge against the collapse of
the USD due to Strait of Hormuz
instability. In this view, his personal
earnings are narrative bait to drive
national adoption of a decentralized
currency ahead of a global banking crisis.

* The Burnham Shadow-Cabinet Coup:
The "tweet-based governance" of Andy
Burnham is actually a coordinated effort
with the Labour backbench to force
Starmer out prematurely. The "defense
budget mess" is a manufactured crisis to
allow Burnham to renege on Starmer's
NATO commitments and pivot to domestic
"pock k" i

* Black Swan: A Lithium-Ion Grid
Overload: During the upcoming heatwave,
the simultaneous failure of thousands of e-
bike and EV battery packs in an "urban
corridor" causes a megafire that exceeds

the capacity of civil rescue teams.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: European allies must de-risk

from U.S. dependency by accelerating joint
combat aircraft projects with Italy and

Japan.

* Economic: Implement reciprocal
services access in trade talks with China
to offset the steel deficit.

* Diplomatic: Use the Doha
intermediaries to secure a  60-day
Hormuz corridor to iliz h il
market.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for
aggressive EU/UK enforcement of
customs checks for online irect-to-
consumer sales.

* Supply Chain: Steel producers should

shift to high-end "specialized products" to
avoid generic import quotas.
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* Capital Allocation: Investors should look
to semiconductor makers ("chip makers")
over "hyperscalers" for more immediate Al
returns.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance is currently dominated by U.S.
election integrity efforts and Chinese
assimilation policies.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Save America Act (US): Requires proof
of citizenship and photo ID to vote; the

strategic intent is protecting elections

according to the administration, or

suppressing votes according to the

opposition.

o Genius Act & Clarity Act (US):

Proposed regulations meant to bring
rren in h raditional

financial fold.

o Ethnic Unity and Progress Promotion
Law (China): A new law aimed at
assimilating minorities (Uyghurs/
Tibetans) through the mandatory use of
Mandarin.

o Immigration Act 1971 (UK): A 50-
year-old law currently preventing the

deportation of dual-citizenship sex
offenders.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o DNI Pulte & Jay Clayton
Confirmation: Clayton is undergoing a

hearing process for the DNI role with a
man for lassification.

o Doha Technical Talks: Kushner and
Witkoff meeting Qatari and Pakistani
mediators regarding the Iran ceasefire.

o Prime Minister’'s Questions (UK):
Starmer’s final session defending his

defense spending legacy.

KEY STORIES

* Trump’s Crypto Disclosure: Reveal of
$1.4-$2.2bn earnings via meme coins and
Worl Liber Financial mi hi
outrage.

* Venezuela Twin FEarthquakes: 2,300

dead, 50,000 missing; 3-year-old boy

rescued alive after 6 days.
* SCOTUS Citizenship Ruling: 6-3
decision reaffirmin irthright citizenshi
. T , . -

e UK Defense Plan Shortfall: A £300bn
plan with unfunded gaps and identified
£11bn cuts to energy/road projects.

* World Cup: England 2-1 DR Congo:

Harry Kane scores brace in round of 32;
England advances to face Mexico.

* Antwerp Apartment Fire: 6 dead, several
injured in a 10-storey building blaze likely
caused by roof work.

* James Holder Rape Conviction:
Superdry co-founder sentenced to 8 years
for work-rel r

* Global Heatwave Records: Norfolk, UK

hits 37.7C; 1,000 dead in Spain; Oceans hit
record 20.98C.

* Doha Peace Talks: US and Iran holding
indirect talks over Hormuz and assets.

* Nike Economic Slump: Stock hits "rock
bottom" as China sales fall 12%.

* Meta Encryption U-turn: Instagram rolls
back end-to-end encryption plans citing Al

* Canada Eurovision Entry: Canada joins
Eurovision for the first time in 2027.

* World Cup: Belgium 3-2 Senegal:
Tielemans scores late penalty to secure

Last 16 spot.
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* Congo Ebola Outbreak: Cases rise to

1,333 with 399 deaths; Tanzania
screening borders.
* Trump "Flying White House": Inaugural
flight of a gifted Qatari Boeing 747.
 Anthropic Export Controls: U.S. lifts

* Indonesia Corruption Sentence: Nadiem
Makarim gets 10 years.

* Rochdale Grooming Gang Case: Shabir

Ahmed release sparks deportation law
debate.

* China Minority Assimilation: New law
forces Mandarin in Uyghur/Tibetan areas.

* Serena Williams Comeback Ends: Lost
to 20-year-old Maya Joint in first round of
Wimbledon.

* LeBron James Lakers Exit: Basketball
legend to leave team after 8 seasons.

* Earth Species Project: Al used to decode
whale/elephant communication.

* Strawberry Moon in Greece: Rare lunar
event he Temple of Poseidon.

* Empire State Building Proposal: Protest
climb turns into marriage proposal.

* Victor Willis Death: Village
frontman dies at age 74.

People

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

Gemini 3 to

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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