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HISTORIC MEXICAN SPORTING

TRIUMPH MARRED BY

CELEBRATION FATALITIES AMIDST

CONTINENTAL HUMANITARIAN

AND CLIMATE CRISES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  reporting  cycle  for  July  1,  2026,  is

dominated  by  a  sharp  contrast  between

nationalistic  fervor  and  systemic  tragedy.

Mexico's historic 2-0 victory over Ecuador in

the  World  Cup—qualifying  the  team for  the

Round of 16 for the first time in 40 years—has

been  severely  tempered  by  three  confirmed

deaths resulting  from crowd crushes  during

celebrations  at  the  Angel  of  Independence.

This event underscores a recurring theme of

state  inability  to  manage  massive  public

gatherings even in moments of high national

cohesion.

Simultaneously,  the humanitarian disaster  in

Venezuela  has  transitioned  from  an  acute

rescue phase to a catastrophic recovery and

identification  crisis  one  week  after

devastating  earthquakes.  Official  death  tolls

are  nearing  2,000,  but  reporting  suggests

upwards  of  60,000  people  remain  missing,

signaling a total collapse of local forensic and

state  infrastructure.  The  international

community,  led  by  the  UN,  is  beginning  to

surge basic supplies like body bags, indicating

that  the  window  for  finding  survivors  has

largely  closed,  and  the  focus  has  shifted  to

preventing  secondary  health  crises  from

unrecovered remains.

In  the  United  States,  the  Trump

administration  suffered  a  major  judicial

setback  as  the  Supreme  Court  rejected  an

executive  order intended  to  end  birthright

citizenship.  This  ruling  arrives  as  a  record-

breaking "Heat Dome" affects over 173 million

Americans,  threatening  to  breach

temperature  records  established  over  120

years ago. The convergence of these events—

nationalistic  distraction  in  Mexico,  state

failure  in  Venezuela,  and  judicial/climatic

stress  in  the  U.S.—paints  a  picture  of  a

hemisphere  struggling  to  maintain

institutional  order  against  both  natural  and

self-inflicted shocks.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Venezuela  Seismic  Disaster  and

State Collapse 

One  week  after  twin  earthquakes,  the

casualty  count  stands  at  1,943  dead  and

over  10,000  injured,  with  independent

estimates suggesting missing persons could

exceed 55,000 to 60,000.

Forensic services in Caracas and La Guaira

have  completely  collapsed,  leading  to

overcrowded  temporary  morgues and

families  forced  to  transport  their  own

deceased serried in private vehicles.

The UN has donated 10,000 body bags to

manage the volume of remains as sanitary

risks increase due to decomposition in the

summer heat.
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Mexican  World  Cup  Advancement

and Public Safety Failures 

Mexico  defeated  Ecuador  2-0  with  goals

from  Julián  Quiñones  and  Raúl  Jiménez,

marking  a  historic  advancement to  the

knockout stages.

Celebrations  turned  fatal  in  Mexico  City,

with victims identified as a 44-year-old man

and a 19-year-old woman (later updated to

three deaths total) who died of asphyxiation

during crowd surges.

The  government  of  Nuevo  León  faces

domestic  political  scandal  as  Governor

Samuel  García  and  his  wife  Mariana  are

accused of misusing public funds for early

campaigning during "Orange Walk" events.

U.S.  Judicial  and  Educational

Policy Shifts 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 6-3 against

the  Trump  administration's  attempt  to

restrict  birthright  citizenship,  upholding

the  14th  Amendment and  delivering  a

significant  legal  defeat  to  the  executive

branch.

New federal  limits  on  student  loans  took

effect July 1, imposing a cap of $20,000 per

academic  year,  a  move  described  as  an

attempt  to  introduce  "realism"  into  debt

repayment.

Florida has implemented a ban preventing

undocumented  students  from  enrolling  in

community  colleges and  adult  education

programs,  further  tightening  state-level

immigration restrictions.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Legal  Warfare  &  Regulatory  Risk:  The

Supreme  Court's  ruling  on  birthright

citizenship  represents  a  critical  check  on

executive  power,  though  the  administration

has signaled it will pursue legislative solutions

through  Congress  rather  than  further

executive orders. This suggests a shift toward

more  conventional  legislative  battles  as  the

administration adapts to judicial resistance.

Climate  &  Extreme  Weather:  The  "Heat

Dome" is  not  merely  a  weather  event  but  a

major  threat  to  public  health  and  energy

infrastructure. With 220 million people under

heat alerts and projected records in cities like

Philadelphia  (103°F)  and  Washington  D.C.

(102°F), state capacity to manage heat-related

mortality  and  grid  stability  is  under  severe

pressure.  In  Northern  California,  the  use  of

UAV  technology to  detect  wildfire  hotspots

represents a critical advancement in disaster

prevention governance.

Global Health & Biosecurity: The situation

in Venezuela has escalated into a biosecurity

threat. The saturation of morgues and the lack

of  refrigeration for  thousands  of  corpses

create  a  high  risk  of  infectious  disease

outbreaks.  Local  doctors  are  reporting  a

surge  in  diarrheal  diseases due  to

contaminated  water  supplies,  further

straining a health system that was already in

decline before the seismic event.

Macroeconomics  &  Trade:  Mexican

President Claudia Sheinbaum is preparing for

a  critical  review  of  the  T-MEC  (USMCA),

seeking  a  16-year  extension.  However,

President  Trump's  threat  to  not  renew  the

treaty introduces high volatility into the North

American  supply  chain  and  manufacturing

sector,  particularly  as  it  relates  to  the

automotive and agricultural industries.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Fragility of State Response to Mass

Events: A clear theme emerges across Mexico

and  Venezuela:  states  are  capable  of

facilitating mass mobilization (for celebrations

or  political  optics)  but  fail  at  the  protective

and  administrative  functions  required  to

sustain  them.  In  Mexico,  the  lack  of  crowd

control at the Angel of Independence resulted

in  preventable  deaths  during  a  moment  of

peak  national  pride.  In  Venezuela,  the  total

absence of forensic capacity has left families

to dig through rubble with their bare hands,

exposing  a  vacuum  where  the  central

government's disaster response should be.

Judicial  Resilience  vs.  Executive

Overreach: The Supreme Court's 6-3 decision

on birthright citizenship, including votes from

conservative  justices  like  Kavanaugh  and

Barrett against  the  Trump  administration,

suggests  that  judicial  institutions  are

maintaining  a  degree  of  independence  from

executive  pressure  on  foundational

constitutional  issues.  This  creates  a

predictable  environment  for  legal  residence

but likely intensifies partisan efforts to alter

the Court's  composition or bypass it  via  the

legislative process.

Climate  Adaptation  as  a  Governance

Metric:  Governments are increasingly being

measured by their ability to adapt to extreme

weather.  While  Northern  California  is

weaponizing  unmanned  aerial  systems to

prevent wildfires, the eastern U.S. is facing a

heat event that threatens to overwhelm basic

public  health  systems.  The  reporting

highlights that "Heat Domes" are becoming a

semi-permanent  summer  fixture,  requiring  a

structural  rather  than  reactionary  policy

response.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Mexico  is  experiencing  a  dangerous  mix  of

euphoria  and  mourning.  The  World  Cup

success serves as a powerful  unifying force,

but the deaths in the capital highlight deep-

seated public safety failures. Furthermore, the

allegations  against  Samuel  García  in  Nuevo

León  suggest  that  despite  the  national

distraction of sports, internal political warfare

over misuse of public funds remains intense,

potentially  destabilizing  a  key  industrial

region.

In  the  United  States,  the  administration  is

navigating a period of high friction with the

judiciary  and  state-level  resistance.  The

Florida  ban  on  undocumented  students  and

the  Justice  Department's  prioritization of

investigations into "birth tourism" indicate an

administration  doubling  down  on  restrictive

immigration  policies  as  it  prepares  for  the

2026 midterms or equivalent political cycles.

The  public's  fatigue  with  heat  and  student

debt caps adds to a general sense of domestic

strain.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  posture  of  the  U.S.  is

increasingly  transactional  and  unilateral,  as

evidenced by Trump's threats to the T-MEC.

This  creates  a  defensive  crouch  in  Mexico

City,  where  President  Sheinbaum  must

navigate  a  hostile  trade  environment.

Meanwhile, Venezuela has become a zone of

humanitarian intervention where international

NGOs and the UN are effectively supplanting

state functions. The presence of rescue teams

from Fairfax, Virginia, and European nations

indicates that Venezuela is now a "fractured

zone"  where  global  actors  project  influence
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through humanitarian aid rather than formal

statecraft.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is defined by tightening

credit  for  consumers  and  uncertainty  in

regional  trade  blocks.  Inflation  and  debt

remain  the  primary  concerns  for  the  U.S.

domestic audience, while Mexico looks toward

the  World  Cup  as  a  potential,  albeit

temporary,  economic  lifeline for  small

businesses.

Student  Debt:  New  federal  caps  limit

borrowing  to  $20,000  per  year for

undergraduates and $20,500 for graduates

(up  to  a  $100k  total  limit),  significantly

altering  the  financing  model  for  higher

education.

Cryptocurrency:  President  Trump

reported over $1.4 billion in income from

crypto  investments  and  "Trump

Memecoins,"  raising  significant  concerns

regarding  conflicts  of  interest  and

presidential ethics.

Retail & Hospitality: Small businesses in

the  SF  Bay  Area,  particularly  Mexican

restaurants,  report  a  significant  revenue

boost attributed to the World Cup, even as

they operate far from the actual matches.

Trade: The T-MEC (USMCA) faces a critical

2026 review, with Mexico advocating for a

long-term extension against U.S. threats of

withdrawal.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Donald  Trump:  Suffered  a  significant

judicial  defeat at  the  Supreme  Court;

simultaneously  facing  scrutiny  over

massive  private  crypto  wealth  while  in

office.

Samuel  García:  The  Governor  of  Nuevo

León  is  under  electoral  investigation for

anticipatory  campaign acts  and misuse of

state resources.

Massimiliano Luca: A private clinic owner

in  La Guaira  who has  become a  de facto

public health leader, opening his doors for

free treatment as the state system fails.

Mauricio  Pochettino:  The  U.S.  national

team coach faces a high-stakes test against

Bosnia,  with  his  leadership  style  being

compared to Mexico's recent success.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network  maintains  a  high-intensity,

emotional tone, prioritizing human drama and

national pride. The lead story is consistently

the  Mexican  World  Cup  win,  used  as  an

anchor  for  both  positive  community  stories

and the tragic reports of celebration deaths.

The  Venezuela  earthquake receives

sustained, deep coverage, framed as a tragedy

of  state  incompetence  and  humanitarian

despair. The SCOTUS ruling is treated as a

major  political  victory  for  the  immigrant

community, framed through the lens of "rights

and  justice."  Buried  stories  include  NASA's

lunar  contracts and  Serena  Williams'

retirement/loss,  which are relegated to the

final  minutes  of  broadcasts,  suggesting  a

focus on immediate socio-political crises over

long-term scientific or sporting achievements.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  broadcasts  portray  a  world  defined  by

extreme  volatility,  where  traditional  state

power is frequently undermined by nature or

judicial independence.
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COUNTRIES 

Mexico:  Framed  as  "historically

triumphant"  in  sports  but  "chaotic  and

dangerous"  in  public  administration.

Quotes  emphasize  a  nation  "making

history"  while  simultaneously  suffering

"preventable  tragedy"  in  its  streets

(20260701-1).

Venezuela: Portrayed as a "failed state" in

the midst of "desolation." The government

is  seen  as  "overwhelmed  and  incapable,"

forcing citizens to rely on international aid

and "improvised morgues" (20260701-3).

United States: Depicted as a nation under

"extreme  climate  stress"  and  "judicial

tension." The government is seen as both a

source of "restrictive policy" and a "stable

legal  arena"  where  the  Constitution  still

holds sway (20260701-9).

LEADERS 

Donald Trump:  Portrayed as "weakened"

by  the  Supreme  Court  but  "financially

aggressive"  via  his  crypto  dealings.  His

posture  toward  Mexico  is  framed  as

"threatening  and  transactional"

(20260701-25).

Claudia Sheinbaum: Framed as "cautious

and expectant," waiting for U.S. moves on

trade  while  trying  to  maintain  regional

stability (20260701-25).

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding:  The  Trump

administration  is  attempting  to  frame  its

SCOTUS  loss  as  a  call  to  action  for

legislative  reform,  trying  to  pivot  a  legal

defeat into a political rally cry.

Disinformation/Censorship:  Reports

from  Venezuela  suggest  the  government

may  be  underreporting  death  tolls,  with

local  journalists  and  NGOs  reporting

figures far higher than official balances.

Propaganda:  The  "Orange  Walk"  in

Monterrey is framed by opposition deputies

as  a  propaganda  exercise using  public

funds  to  secure  electoral  advantages  for

the ruling party (20260701-6).

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Venezuela  Unrest:  As  the  rescue  phase

ends and the "bureaucracy of death" takes

over,  public  frustration with the military's

handling of relief is likely to boil over into

civil unrest in Caracas and La Guaira.

Trade  War  Escalation:  Trump’s  rhetoric

regarding  the  T-MEC,  combined  with  his

private  crypto  wealth,  suggests  he  may

prioritize  economic  nationalism over

regional  stability,  leading  to  a  possible

trade war by late 2026.

Heat-Driven  Migration:  The  persistent

heat dome in the U.S. and the disaster in

Venezuela will likely drive a new wave of

internal  and  external  migration as

people  flee  uninhabitable  conditions  and

failed disaster zones.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks):  Expect  a

significant  spike  in  mortality  in  the  Eastern

U.S. as the heat dome persists. In Venezuela,

the  focus  will  shift  to  mass  burials  and

potential  epidemic  control  as  sanitary

conditions reach a breaking point. Mexico will

likely  increase  police  presence  for  its  next
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match on July 5 to avoid a repeat of the Angel

of Independence tragedy.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):  U.S.  higher

education enrollment may drop as the student

loan  caps force  families  to  reassess  college

affordability.  Tensions  over  birthright

citizenship  will  move  to  the  U.S.  Congress,

becoming a central theme of the next election

cycle.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Venezuela will face a

decades-long  reconstruction  period;  the  loss

of  59,000  buildings (NASA  estimate)  will

permanently alter the nation's demographics

and  economy.  Regional  alliances  like  T-MEC

may  be  fundamentally  restructured  or

replaced  by  bilateral  agreements  if  U.S.

protectionism continues.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Mass  Fatality  Heat  Wave:  Continued

extreme  temperatures  exceeding  100°F

across the U.S. Northeast. Triggers: Power

grid  failure  or  inadequate  cooling  center

access. Likelihood: High. Impact: Critical

(thousands  of  heat-related  deaths).

Mitigations:  Emergency  grid

reinforcements  and  mandated  cooling

hours.

Venezuelan  Epidemic:  Outbreak  of

cholera or other waterborne diseases from

decomposing  remains  and  contaminated

water.  Triggers:  Continued  failure  to

recover bodies and restore water services.

Likelihood:  Moderate-High.  Impact:

Severe regional health crisis. Mitigations:

Mass  vaccination  and  immediate  water

purification surge.

Trade  Block  Collapse:  U.S.  withdrawal

from  T-MEC  during  the  2026  review.

Triggers:  Breakdown  in  negotiations

between  Trump  and  Sheinbaum.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  Economic

recession  in  Mexico  and  U.S.  automotive

sectors. Mitigations: Pre-emptive bilateral

trade agreements.

Wildfire Contagion: Uncontrolled fires in

Northern California  due to  dry  conditions

and high winds. Triggers: Lighting strikes

or  human  error  during  the  holiday

weekend.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Localized  destruction  and  air  quality

degradation.  Mitigations:  Expansion  of

UAV monitoring.

Civil  Unrest  in  Mexico  City:  Violent

protests  following  the  deaths  of  fans  and

perceived  government  negligence.

Triggers:  Lack  of  accountability  for  the

Angel of Independence crush. Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Disruption  of  World

Cup  events.  Mitigations:  Rapid

investigation and transparent public safety

reforms.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts mention four police officers

arrested for  stealing  cash  from rubble  in

Venezuela  but  provide  no  detail  on  the

scale  of  systemic  corruption  in  the  relief

effort.

There is minimal reporting on the specific

energy requirements of the "Heat Dome,"

particularly  how  utility  companies  are

managing the unprecedented load.

The  impact  of  the  Florida  undocumented

student ban on the agricultural and service

labor  markets,  which  rely  heavily  on  this

demographic, is not analyzed.
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The role of private crypto wealth in U.S.

foreign policy toward nations with differing

digital  asset  regulations  remains

unexamined.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Tragedy"  Hypothesis:  The

high-profile coverage of the World Cup deaths

and  Venezuelan  quake  may  be  serving  as  a

strategic  distraction for  both  the  Mexican

and Venezuelan governments,  allowing them

to  push  through  unpopular  economic  or

electoral reforms while the public is focused

on collective grief.

The Crypto-Diplomacy Pivot: Trump’s $1.4

billion crypto portfolio might not be a conflict

of interest, but a precursor to de-dollarizing

U.S. trade or creating a state-backed digital

currency, which would explain his aggressive

stance against traditional treaties like T-MEC.

Black Swan Event: A massive cyberattack on

the U.S. power grid during the peak of the July

heat  dome,  causing  a  "Total  Dark"  scenario

that leads to civil unrest and mass casualties

in major urban centers (20260701-24).

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Establish  a  trilateral  task  force to

stabilize  T-MEC  negotiations  before  the

2026 review deadline.

Prioritize  humanitarian  "corridors  of

recovery" in Venezuela to prevent regional

disease outbreaks.

Invest  in  urban  climate  cooling

infrastructure as  a  national  security

priority to mitigate heat mortality.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Hedge  against  North  American  supply

chain  disruptions  by  diversifying

manufacturing outside the T-MEC zone.

Monitor digital asset regulations closely,

as  presidential  involvement  in  memecoins

may lead to sudden, volatile shifts in crypto

policy.

Assess the higher education market for a

shift  toward  technical  and  vocational

training  following  the  new  federal  loan

caps.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  is  focused  on  the

aftermath  of  the  SCOTUS  ruling  and  trade

policy. The U.S. Senate is currently debating

constitutional  amendments regarding

citizenship,  while  Florida  has  successfully

implemented  restrictive  educational

enrollment laws (20260701-25).

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Birthright  Citizenship  Amendment:

Senate  Republicans  are  initiating  the

process for a constitutional amendment

to override the SCOTUS ruling; requires

2/3  majority  in  both  houses

(20260701-9).

Federal  Student  Loan  Reform:

Imposes new $20k/year caps on federal

borrowing,  effective  July  1

(20260701-10).
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Presidential  Crypto  Disclosure:

Trump’s  $1.4B  income  disclosure

triggered calls for ethics hearings from

both parties (20260701-25).

T-MEC  Review  Presser:  President

Sheinbaum  held  a  press  conference

detailing  Mexico's  strategy  for  the

upcoming  trade  review  in  Washington

(20260701-25).

KEY STORIES

Mexico  Defeats  Ecuador:  Mexico

advances to the Round of 16 in the World

Cup after a 2-0 win in Mexico City. Goals by

Julián  Quiñones  (21st  min)  and  Raúl

Jiménez (30th min).

Celebration Deaths:  Three people (a 44-

year-old man, a 19-year-old woman, and a

4-year-old girl) died of asphyxiation at the

Angel  of  Independence  during  victory

celebrations.

Venezuela Earthquake Aftermath: Death

toll  at  1,943;  over  55,000  estimated

missing.  Forensic  services  collapsed;  UN

donating 10,000 body bags.

SCOTUS Citizenship  Ruling:  6-3  ruling

rejects  Trump  executive  order  ending

birthright  citizenship;  14th  Amendment

upheld.

U.S.  Heat Dome:  173-220 million  people

under  alerts;  records  expected  in  Philly

(103), DC (102), and Charleston (99).

Student Loan Caps: New $20,000 annual

limit on federal undergraduate loans takes

effect.

Florida  Undocumented  Student  Ban:

Undocumented  students  now  prohibited

from enrolling in the state's 28 community

colleges.

Trump  Crypto  Income:  Trump  reports

$1.4 billion in crypto/NFT income, sparking

conflict-of-interest concerns.

Samuel  García  Investigation:  Nuevo

León Governor accused of  misusing funds

for "Orange Walk" campaign events.

NASA  Lunar  Contracts:  Adjudication  of

$600M  to  Astro  Robotic,  Firefly,  and

Intuitive Machines for 2028 lunar missions.

Half  Moon  Bay  Shark  Warning:

Increased shark sightings near remains of a

whale; "purple flag" alerts issued.

Wildfire  Technology:  North  Bay

firefighters  using  UAVs/drones  to  identify

hotspots in local fires.

LeBron James Free Agency:  James opts

out of  Lakers contract;  rumors of  a  "Last

Dance" with Steph Curry at the Warriors.

Serena  Williams  Wimbledon  Loss:

Williams (44) loses to Maya Joint (20) in her

first pro match in four years.

Fort Worth Cowboy Tradition: Profile of

José  Hernández,  a  Mexican-American

cowboy preserving heritage in Texas.

K9 Retirement:  Horry County police dog

"Harry" retires after 8 years and 16 fugitive

captures.

Pato  Merlini:  Domestic  duck  named

official  "ambassador"  of  Mexico City  after

becoming a  social  media  star  in  a  soccer

jersey.

San  Bernardino  Coyote:  Footage  of  a

coyote  playing  with  a  soccer  ball  in  a

private garden goes viral.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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