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GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT AS
THE UNITED STATES SIGNS
"ISLAMABAD MOU" WITH IRAN
AMID LEADERSHIP TRANSITIONS
AND REGIONAL VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 1, 2026, marks a seismic shift in the West
Asian geopolitical landscape, characterized by
the formalization of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the United
States and the Islamic Republic of Iran. This
agreement, signed in the aftermath of a
devastating 40-day conflict (termed the "June
War" or "Epic Fury"), signals an effective
retreat of American military hegemony in the
region. The MOU establishes a 60-day
implementation period focused on technical
de-escalation, the lifting of comprehensive
sanctions, and the restoration of Iranian
control over the Strait of Hormuz. The
broadcast narrative portrays this as an
unprecedented defeat for the US and
Israel, with Washington forced into
concessions to avoid a total global economic
collapse triggered by oil supply disruptions.

Simultaneously, Iran is navigating a critical
internal transition following the assassination

of its leader, Ali Khamenei, by Israeli forces.
Massive funeral processions involving an
estimated 15 to 20 million mourners are being
prepared across Tehran, Najaf, and Karbala,
serving as a state-managed display of national
resilience and "Resistance Front" solidarity. In
Lebanon, a parallel crisis has emerged as the
Lebanese government signed a separate, US-
brokered framework with Israel, which is
being categorically rejected by Hezbollah and
Iranian officials as a violation of sovereignty.
This dual-track diplomacy—the US-Iran MOU
versus the US-Lebanon-Israel framework—has
created a volatile environment where
technical talks in Doha are occurring
alongside continued Israeli military violations
in South Lebanon.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU): A 14-point
framework to end the US-Iran war. Key
provisions include the permanent cessation
of hostilities, the unfreezing of roughly
$100 billion in Iranian assets, and the
withdrawal of US forces from the region
within days of a final deal. Technical talks
in Doha are currently focused on the
implementation of these points, specifically
regarding oil exports and maritime fees.

Leadership Succession and National
Mourning in Iran: Following the
martyrdom of Ali Khamenei, the state has
organized a week-long series of events.
Officials from 40 countries are expected to
attend funeral ceremonies at the Imam
Khomeini Musallah, culminating in his
burial in Mashhad on July 9. The event is
being used to solidify the "unity of the
fronts" against external aggression.
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* The "Epic Fury" Controversy in Italy:
Internal political backlash has erupted in
Rome following revelations that 500 US

planes departed from Italian bases to strike
Iran. Opposition parties are demanding

e US precision strike missiles ("Prism") were

used for the first time in Lamerd, Iran,
targeting civilian infrastructure and sports
complexes, leading to calls for war crimes
investigations.

transparency from Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, accusing her of supporting an
illegal war that violates international law.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The US is utilizing indirect technical talks
in Doha, with envoys Jared Kushner and
Steve Witkoff representing the Trump
administration, while avoiding direct face-
to-face contact with Iranian diplomats due

- mistr

* Sovereignty Crisis in Lebanon: The
Lebanese government’s agreement with the
Netanyahu administration is being framed
as an ‘"authoritarian political coup" by
opponents. Critics argue it legitimizes
Israeli occupation and attempts to decouple
Lebanon from the Iranian "Axis of
Resistance," leading to calls for a "patriotic
national front" to resist the deal.

* China has called for the momentum of
negotiations to be maintained, offering to
work with Saudi Arabia to stabilize the

region and implement the existing MOU.
* Global Humanitarian and Climate

Shocks: Europe is reeling from a record-
breaking heatwave, with France reporting

over 1,000 deaths in a single week.

Energy & Water Security

* Iran and Oman are establishing a joint
nationwide shutdown as the "March and and maritime services of the Strait of

"Afrophobic" protests against foreign
nationals amid economic distress.

new "tax" on transit vessels.

» US strikes reportedly destroyed two major
water reservoirs in Sirik County, Iran,
leaving over 20,000 people without water
in 50-degree Celsius heat, an act described

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization as a war crime.

» Israel continues to maintain a "safe zone" Macroeconomics & Trade

in South Lebanon, refusing to withdraw
despite the US-Iran MOU, claiming its
presence is necessary until Hezbollah is
disarmed.

e International oil companies Exxon and
Chevron warned that strategic petroleum
reserves reached historically low levels due
to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz,

*Iran has successfully demonstrated its threatening a global industrial collapse.

ability to shut down a dozen American
bases in the Gulf through its missile and
drone capabilities during the 40-day war.

* Donald Trump’s federal disclosures reveal
he earned over $1 billion from digital
assets and theme-based "meme coins,"
raising significant conflict-of-interest
concerns during his presidency.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Pax Americana in West Asia

The defining trend of the day is the apparent
collapse of US military deterrent power. The
broadcast emphasizes that despite its massive
military budget, the US was incapable of
defending its allies' territories and was forced
to negotiate after Iran proved it could strike
Israeli and American bases with impunity. The
"Islamabad MOU" is framed not as a
diplomatic choice but as a survival mechanism
for a US economy crippled by $300 oil prices
and a "munitions crisis." This transition from
military confrontation to a "highly complex
political struggle" suggests that the US is
retreating into a role of a "vessel state"
participant rather than a regional arber.

Maritime Sovereignty as an Economic
Weapon

Iran is successfully pivoting its military
control over the Strait of Hormuz into a long-
term economic and legal asset. By designating
the waterway as territorial waters rather than
high seas, and partnering with Oman, Iran is
asserting the right to "inspect" vessels and
collect "service fees." This move effectively
challenges the international principle of
freedom of navigation and places the global
energy supply under the permanent
jurisdiction of the "Resistance Front."

The Institutionalization of
Narrative

Atrocity

A significant portion of the day's media focus
is dedicated to the "Cognitive War." There is a
concerted effort to debunk Israeli "atrocity
propaganda" regarding the events of October
7th while simultaneously highlighting US-
Israeli "genocide" in Gaza and Lebanon. This

narrative seeding aims to isolate Israel
internationally and delegitimize US support
for the Netanyahu administration, portraying
it as "dirty work" performed for a "parasitical
state."

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran: Strategic Continuity Amid Loss

The death of Khamenei has not led to the
expected state collapse. Instead, the
leadership is using the 60-day MOU window

to manage a smooth transition while
projecting strength through nationwide

mobilization of mourners. Internal unity is
being reinforced by highlighting that the US
"blinked" first in the conflict. However, the
presence of technical teams in Doha suggests
that the new leadership 1is prioritizing
economic relief to stabilize its domestic
mandate after months of war.

United States:
Corporate Conflicts

Fragmentation and

The Trump administration is internally
conflicted. A "big contradiction" is noted
between the JDV (JD Vance) wing and the
Kushner/Rubio wing, with Vance attacking
cabinet members in Israel who criticize the
peace deal. Simultaneously, Trump's massive
wealth generation from -cryptocurrency
during his term is providing fodder for

Democratic senators like Elizabeth Warren to

demand investigations, potentially
constraining his foreign policy
maneuverability ahead of the midterm
elections.

South Africa: Afrophobia and Social
Decay



The "March and March" movement has
successfully paralyzed Cape Town, reflecting a
loss of government control over porous
borders and a public shift toward xenophobic
populism. Protesters blame foreign nationals
for crime and the educational deficit,
suggesting a deep-seated failure of the ANC's
institutional capacity to provide basic security
and services.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "Axis of Resistance" as a Sovereign
Bloc

The broadcasting nation frames the world as a
fracturing multipolar arena where traditional
Western alliances (NATO/EU) are being
replaced by regional power blocs. Iran’s
ability to for llian with Paki

Qatar to mediate with the US demonstrates a
move away from Western-centric diplomacy.
The "Outside World" is portrayed as a hostile
threat matrix where international bodies like
the UN are "sitting idly by" as the US and
Israel violate international norms.

European Fragility

Europe is portrayed as physically and
politically fragile. The combination of the
lethal heatwave and the domestic outrage in
Italy over military complicity suggests that
European
unable to manage the "external shocks"
generated by their alignment with US foreign
policy.

governments are increasingly

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is dominated by the
volatility of energy prices and the massive
influx of Iranian capital following the MOU.

The unfreezing of assets and the potential for
Iran to export 50 million barrels of oil per
week are seen as the primary drivers for a
"strategic reset" of the West Asian economy.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Oil and Gas: Prices surged due to the
] £ 14 i ] ] i
during the conflict. The reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz is critical to preventing a
total "clef" (collapse) of the international

economy.

Digital Assets: Donald Trump’s crypto
ventures, including  World Liberty
Financial, reportedly generated over $500
million in token sales, highlighting a new
intersection of presidential power and
unregulated financial markets.

* Humanitarian Aid Funding: The UN has

warned of a $100 million gap in funding for
UNRWA, threatening the survival of

millions in Gaza as Israel restricts border
crossings.

* Sanctions Relief: The MOU stipulates that
sanctions will be completely lifted across

all sectors (banking, shipping, oil) following
the final deal.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The death of the Iranian Supreme Leader is
the most significant personnel shift, though it
has been state-managed to project continuity.
US leadership is under intense pressure from


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260701_193000

internal factions regarding the "surrender" in
Islamabad.

* The Khamenei Succession: The state is
focused on the "martyrdom" narrative to
bridge the leadership gap. The Acting
Defense Minister Brigadier General
Majid Ibn Riza has emerged as a key
figure, asserting that Iran's missile and
drone programs are "non-n iable" r
lines.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a "mad
president" who is "playing the markets" to
save his family's $8 billion Bitcoin position
at the expense of American economic

ili

*JD Vance: Functioning as the
administration's primary enforcer against
pro-Israel dissent within the cabinet,
warning that attacking the President
during a munitions crisis is a strategic
error for the nation of Israel.

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Described as

fuming and isolated, incapable of governing
without control by far-right ministers, and

increasingly seen as a ‘"pain in
Washington's neck."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Press TV maintains a nationalistic and
adversarial tone, prioritizing stories that
highlight Western military failure and
Iranian strategic victory. The "Lead
Stories" throughout the day are the technical
implementation of the MOU and the
Khamenei funeral, which occupy nearly 70%
of airtime. These are followed by reports of
Israeli "war crimes" and Western domestic
unrest (Italy/South Africa). "Buried Stories"
include any mention of Iranian military
casualties or internal dissent against the

succession. The emotional tone is one of
triumphant mourning—venerating the dead
while claiming the moral and military high
ground over a "floundering" US president. A
conspicuous omission is any detailed
reporting on the specific terms Iran may have
had to concede to secure the unfreezing of
$100 billion, focusing instead only on US
concessions.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day's reports suggests a
world where "principled politics" (represented
by Iran) has triumphed over "malicious
imperialism" (represented by the US/Israel).

COUNTRIES

e Iran: Framed as "competent," "principled,"
and "strong." Quote: "Iran walked away

with every single rentline intact."

* United States: Framed as ‘"weak,"
"unreliable," and "chaotic." Quote: "A
generate regime uh of this deranged and
demented occupant the white house."

 Israel: Framed as "foe," "corrupt," and
"parasitical." Quote: "Israel is a terror
state."

* Italy: Framed as "fooled" or "complicit" but
with a growing "principled" opposition.

Quote: "Disclosure has triggered
widespread outrage across Italy's political
spectrum."

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an inept
negotiator who "never expected Iran's

military response to be so overwhelming."
* JD Vance: Framed as a '"realist" who

understands the limits of US power but is
still "beholden" to zionist interests.
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* Ali Khamenei: Posthumously framed as

the "father of the nation" and a "martyr"
whose clenched fist remains a symbol of
national security doctrine.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Hezbollah: Framed as the only legitimate
defender of Lebanon. Quote: "Resistance is

committed to fight against the Israeli
occupation.”

Exxon/Chevron: Framed as "panicked"
entities that forced the US government's
hand to secure oil. Quote: "Strategic
reserves were being depleted at record
pace."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The state is actively
promoting the term "Epic Fury" as a failed
US campaign, using it as a psychological
tool to emphasize that Western technology
cannot overcome Iranian "determination"

despite hundreds of flights.

Censorship & Manipulation:
Commentators accuse Western media (NYT,
Washington Post) of truth"
regarding US missile strikes on civilian
targets.

Psy-Ops: The broadcast highlights a
"happy dance" performed by US Secretary
Mark Wayne Mullin after Iran's World
Cup exit, using it to portray the US
government as lacking basic dignity to host

global events.

"muzzling

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Collapse of the US-Israel Liaison: If the

US continues to prioritize the 60-day MOU
to stabilize oil prices, Israel may attempt a
"Black Swan" military escalation in Syria or

Lebanon to force Washington back into the
conflict.

Hardline Iranian Transition: The
"Acting" status of the Defense Minister and
the rhetoric of "finger on the trigger"
suggest that the post-Khamenei leadership
will likely adopt a more militant defensive
posture to prevent being perceived as
weak during the 60-day window.

Economic "Mercury" Realignment: The
"Resistance Front" will likely "come back
together like mercury" if the US attempts
to use the 60 days merely to buy time,
leading to a much more coordinated
regional assault on US naval assets.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect massive

civil unrest in Lebanon as the "Patriotic
National Front" attempts to topple the
Oun-Salam government. In the US, look
for formal congressional hearings on

Trump's crypto disclosures spearheaded by
Elizabeth Warren.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 60-day
MOU period will likely be extended
multiple times. Iran will formalize its
maritime tolling system in the Strait of
Hormuz, fundamentally changing the cost
of global shipping.
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* Long Term (1-5 Years): Shift in energy
infrastructure. China will likely finance the
rebuilding of Iranian and Syrian oil
infrastructure, permanently  replacing
Western firms in the Levant.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The global operating environment remains at
a critical "redline" threshold where technical
failures could lead to unintended regional
explosions.

* Total Closure of the Strait of Hormuz:
Triggers: Iranian perception of US bad
faith in Doha talks or a major Israeli strike
in Lebanon. Likelihood: High if the 60-day
period expires without sanctions relief.
Impact: Global industrial collapse and
$400+ oil. Mitigations: Unfreezing the
agreed-upon assets and formalizing Iranian

maritime authority.

* Lebanese Civil Strife: Triggers: The
Lebanese Army being used as a "tool" to
enforce Hezbollah disarmament.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Defragmentation of the state and another
regional "proxy" war. Mitigations: Trilateral

oversight committee including Iran,
Lebanon, and the US.

* US DMunitions Depletion: Triggers:
Resumption of high-intensity strikes or a
new front in Europe. Likelihood: Certain (as
noted by analysts). Impact: US inability to
protect '"near abroad" assets possibly
leading to economic collapse. Mitigations:
Permanent ceasefire via the final Islamabad
Deal.

* Assassination Escalation: Triggers:

Israeli War Minister Israel Katz's threat to
assassinate the new Iranian leadership.
Likelihood: @ Moderate. Impact: Total
retaliatory strikes on Tel Aviv and Haifa.
Mitigations: US ‘"reigning in" the Israeli
regime as per MOU obligations.

Global Heatwave/Healthcare Collapse:
Triggers: Temperatures exceeding 45
degrees Celsius in unconditioned medical
facilities. Likelihood: High (ongoing).
Impact: Mass casualties in Europe and the
Middle East, leading to state failure in
weak nations. Mitigations: Immediate

investment in preparedness plans and air

conditioning infrastructure.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e Iranian Domestic Dissent: The

transcripts completely ignore the internal
reaction to the "June War" casualties in
Iran, which likely numbering in the
thousands given the wuse of "Prism"
missiles.

US Military Capacity Ground Truth:
Claims that the US is "out of ammunition"
after only a month may be exaggerated for
psychological effect and lack independent
verification.

Netanyahu's "Fuming": The source relies
on "Axios reports" and hearsay for Israeli
internal politics rather than direct access,
creating a potential blind spot regarding
Israel's actual willingness to defy Trump.

Succession Details: While mourning is
covered, the actual mechanisms of
succession (who is the next Supreme
Leader?) are conspicuously absent,
replaced by focus on the Defense Ministry.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Stalling Tactic" Hypothesis: The
US signed the MOU not out of defeat, but
to re-arm and replenish munitions while
allowing oil to flow during the midterm
cycle,
hostilities in early 2027.

election intending to resume

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain: Diversify away from routes
requiring Strait of Hormuz transit; factor in
significant "maritime tax" costs in all future
West Asian logistics service fees.

Regulatory Compliance: Monitor the
"House Amendment" to cut Israel funding;

a sudden block of $3 billion would lead to

immediate contract defaults in the defense

* The "Managed Succession" Theory: The
sector.

assassination of Khamenei was actually a
* Capital Allocation: Evaluate high-growth

opportunities in Iranian medical technology

(SPECT systems) as domestic alternatives
replace sanctioned imports.

catalyst for a pre-planned hardline coup
within Iran, which is now using the MOU to
buy time to finalize a nuclear breakout.

* Black Swan Event: An unexpected
collapse of the Italian government over the
"Epic Fury" revelations, leading to a NATO
rift and the withdrawal of US basing rights
in the Mediterranean.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative environment is focused
on unravelling the financial and military ties
between the US and Israel while codifying the
new diplomatic reality with Iran.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
c House Amendment to Cut Israel
Funding: Proposed by Rashida Tlaib
and Thomas Massie to block $3 billion in

military assistance to the “Israeli
regime." Strategic intent: To force a total

withdrawal from Lebanon and Gaza.

o Islamabad MOU Ratification: A 14-
point framework signed by Trump to end
the war. Strategic Reopening
Hormuz and unfreezing assets.

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: The US must establish a clear
protocol for trilateral monitoring in
Lebanon to avoid being dragged back into
conflict by Israeli unilateralism.

nations should
immediately pivot to domestic "economic
resilience” models as reliance on US-
protected global trade is no longer a viable
baseline.

* Diplomatic: The "Islamabad MOU" should
be used as a template for other "Global

South" nations to assert sovereignty over

natural resources.

* Economic: European

intent:
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
cJD Vance White House Press
Conference: Defended the peace deal
and criticized the Netanyahu cabinet.
Strategic intent: Signal administration
shift toward "Realpolitik."

o Bernstein Conference in New York:
Oil executives from Exxon and Chevron
testified on the depletion of reserves.
Strategic intent: Lobby for immediate
de-escalation to save the global economy.

KEY STORIES

* Implementation of US-Iran Peace MOU:
Indirect talks continue in Doha following
the signing of a deal in Islamabad to end
the 40-day war.

* State Funerals for Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei: Massive crowds (15-20 million)
preparing to mourn the assassinated

Iranian leader.

* Netanyahu-Trump Friction: Tensions rise
as the US sides with Iran's demands for a
total withdrawal from Lebanon.

* South African Afrophobia Crisis: "March
and March" movement shuts down Cape

Town amid anti-immigrant violence.
* Italy "Epic Fury" Scandal: Political

firestorm over 500 planes used to strike
Iran from Italian soil.

* French Heatwave Tragedy: Record

temperatures leading to 1,000+ fatalities

and hospital overloads.

* Iranian "Prism" Missile Attack:
Investigation into US targeting of civilian
infrastructure in L.amerd.

* Trump Crypto Disclosures: President

reports $1 billion profit from digital assets
during wartime.

* Lebanese Sovereignty Protest:
Opposition to the Oun-Salam deal erupts in
Beirut.

* Strait of Hormuz Management: Iran and

Oman form a joint committee to regulate

traffic and collect fees.

* Bolivian Pro-Palestine Transition:
Protests against the Paz administration's

ties to Israel gain momentum.

* Water Reservoir Destruction: Reports of

US strikes on drinking water silos in Sirik
County.

* Gaza Cemetery Crisis: Israeli forces
destroying  burial grounds, forcing
Palestinians to use mass graves.

* Medical Neglect in Prisons: Reports of

52 Palestinians dying in Israeli jails since

the conflict began.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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