TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

CANALCATORCE

JULY 2, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

MEXICO’S VOLATILE GLOBAL LANDSCAPE: REPORT JULY 2, 2026
GEOPOLITICAL AVIGA ATASTROPH g ©  ECONOMIC

o

MANEUVERING & SOVEREIGNTY &
CONFLICT TMEC REVISION

" RUSSIAN AERIAL OFFENSIVE:

P [ \ US REJECTS LONG-TERM EXTENSION,
/2 e\= 3 \ DEMANDS ANNUAL REVIEWS. MEXICO SEEKS
UKRAINE-RUSSIA ESCALATION: e - TO MAINTAIN 85% TARIFF-FREE EXPORTS
UNPRECEDENTED ORDNANCE VOLUME,
ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE TARGETED.
ZELENSKY REQUESTS PATRIOT PRODUCTION

X \L’\\,\ “ ,J

Q

REGIONAL HUMANITARIAN v ‘
pnor venezueLs — R

232 TARIFFS ON STEEL & ALUMINUM

AYATOLLAH KHAMENEI FUNERAL: 2,295+ DEATHS, STRATEGIC ECONOMIC VECTORS:

W TEARAN, FECONAL 13,000+ DISPLACED LEVELS, REMTANCESGROWIG
TENSION HIGH AUTOMOTIVE, AEROSPACE,

AGRO-INDUSTRY FOCUS

O NATIONALISM, ég

: : (5)
GOVERNANCE & I SECURITY &
INFORMATION WARFARE \_ p S LG  CARTEL INFLUENCE

MEDICAL KITS

MEXICO DEPLOYS NAVAL & AIR ASSETS
IN RECOVERY EFFORT. VENEZUELAN
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM OVERWHELMED

U.S. TREASURY SANCTIONS CING FUEL THEFT

2026 FIFA WORLD CUP: TRIUMPH & TRAGEDY.
MEXICO ADVANCES, 3 DEATHS IN CELEBRATIONS 4P FUTURE RING. ALLEGATIONS OF CARTEL-POLITICAL
DUE TO OVERCROWDING CAMPAIGN FINANCING DENIED BY MEXICAN
OUTLOOK & RISKS GOVERNMENT
4
DISINFORMATION: CONCERNS @ () () =
ovﬁ'éE';'?A}EE%"TW{ELETEE"NCE' SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): | MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
ELECTORAL INTEGRITY UNPRECEDENTED CROWD UKRAINE GRID SURVIVAL NORTH AMERICAN FORTRESS
CONTROL FOR WORLD CUP; DEPENDS ON PATRIOT CONSOLIDATION OR
INSTITUTIONAL REFORM: INHERM TMEC MEETING JULY 20 MISSILE PRODUCTION: FRAGMENTATION; POTENTIAL
TRANSFORMED TO CEMENT 'FOURTH COOLING OFF INHERM INTEGRATION LEADS BRICS ALIGNMENT
TRANSFORMATION’ NARRATIVE T0 ACADEMIC PURGE

RISK ASSESSMENT:

1. MASS CASUALTY CROWD EVENTS (HIGH), 2. UKRAINE ENERGY GRID COLLAPSE (VERY HIGH).

2. UKRAINE ENERGY GRID COLLAPSE (VERY HIGH). y*72)\ 3. TMEC COLLAPSE VIA ANNUAL REVIEWS (MEDIUM).

3. TMEC COLLAPSE VIA ANNUAL REVIEWS (MEDIUM). ~ (£™==="%) 4. VENEZUELAN STATE FAILURE & MIGRANT WAVE (MEDIUM)

MEXICO NAVIGATES AS A ‘PRINCIPLED BIG BROTHER’ AMIDST GLOBAL CATASTROPHE, BALANCING
REGIONAL LEADERSHIP, TRADE PRESSURES, AND DOMESTIC STABILITY CHALLENGES.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

CANALCATORCE

JULY 2, 2026

MEXICO NAVIGATES A VOLATILE
GLOBAL LANDSCAPE DEFINED BY
CATASTROPHIC REGIONAL
DISASTERS, ESCALATING
INTERNATIONAL WARFARE, AND
THE COMPLEX RENEGOTIATION OF
THE NORTH AMERICAN TRADE
BLOC UNDER A RESURGENT US
PROTECTIONIST AGENDA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The news cycle of July 2, 2026, is dominated
by a convergence of high-stakes geopolitical
maneuvering, regional humanitarian
catastrophes, and intense domestic
nationalism in Mexico. Internationally, the
focus remains on the devastating Russian
aerial offensive against Kyiv, which

reportedly involved an unprecedented volume
of ordinance, leaving dozens dead and the
city’s energy infrastructure in a critical state.
Simultaneously, South America is reeling from
a double earthquake in Venezuela, with the
death toll exceeding 2,200. Mexico has
positioned itself as a regional leader in the
recovery effort, deploying naval and air assets
to provide life-saving aid, while domestically
balancing the euphoria of a successful 2026

FIFA World Cup run against the tragic loss of
life during mass celebrations in Mexico City.

Strategic economic discussions center on the
TMEC (USMCA) revision. The Mexican
administration, led by President Claudia
Sheinbaum and Secretary of Economy
Marcelo Ebrard, is grappling with a
protectionist U.S. administration under
Donald Trump that is demanding annual
reviews rather than long-term extensions.
This economic tension is mirrored in a deep-
dive analysis of "Cognitive Warfare," where
Mexican commentators express  grave
concerns over the influence of U.S.-based Big
Tech—specifically Elon Musk’s X and Jeff
Bezos’s media holdings—on global democratic
processes and national sovereignty. The
overarching narrative suggests a world in
transition, where traditional alliances are
being stress-tested by "North America First"
policies and the rise of sophisticated
information warfare.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

TMEC Renegotiation and Economic

Sovereignty

* The U.S. has officially rejected a six-year
extension of the TMEC, opting instead for a

formal annual review process to address
trade deficits and manufacturing
dependencies.

» Secretary Marcelo Ebrard emphasized that
Mexico’s goal is to maintain the 85%
tariff-free status of its exports while
navigating U.S. "Section 232" unilateral
tariffs on steel and aluminum outside the

treaty framework.
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* A high-level meeting is scheduled for July
20 to begin the first formal review, with a
focus on rules of origin for the automotive
sector and reducing reliance on Asian
imports for semiconductors and
pharmaceuticals.

The Ukraine-Russia Escalation

* Russia launched what is described as the
largest 2022,
reportedly using 70,000 missiles and nearly
500 drones in a single offensive against
Kyiv.

bombardment since

The strikes caused at least 23 deaths and
85 injuries, triggering a national day of
mourning and a renewed request from
President Zelensky for U.S. authorization to
manufacture Patriot missiles locally.

Ukraine’s energy grid is under extreme
duress, with the Ministry of Energy
warning of imminent total blackouts in the
capital following targeted strikes on
residential and utility infrastructure.

Venezuelan Humanitarian Crisis

e The death toll from the "double
earthquake" has reached 2,295, with over
13,000 people displaced and thousands
more injured.

* Mexico has dispatched a hospital ship and
military transport aircraft carrying 71.2
tons of supplies, including power plants

and emergency medical Kkits.

* The disaster has overwhelmed the
Venezuelan healthcare system, with the
WHO warning that critical centers are non-
functional and morgues in Caracas are at
capacity.

2026 World Cup: Triumph and Tragedy

Mexico's national team secured a historic
victory over Ecuador, advancing to the
Round of 16 to face England at the Estadio
Azteca.

Celebrations turned fatal in Mexico City,
where hyxi

due to overcrowding at the Angel of
Independence, highlighting significant
failures in crowd management during high-
emotion events.

The government is responding by
increasing decentralized viewing zones and
closing metro stations near major
landmarks to prevent future "human
stampedes."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The transformation of the Ukraine conflict
into a high-intensity "missile war" is driving
a global shift toward militarized defense
identities within the EU as a response to
Russian aggression.

The U.S. Pentagon is reportedly opening a
$54 billion contract specifically for AI-

driven military applications, signaling the
next phase of the global arms race.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Mexico remains in a diplomatic stalemate
with Ecuador following the 2024 embassy
raid; President Sheinbaum insists that

sporting victories do not override the

violation of national sovereignty.

Iran prepares for a state funeral for its
Supreme Leader, an event expected to

draw up to 20 million people, occurring
during a fragile regional truce with the U.S.
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Information Warfare & Disinformation

* Analysts warn of "Guerra Cognitiva"
(Cognitive Warfare), alleging that platforms
like X (formerly Twitter) under Elon Musk

are being used to spread fake news against

political figures such as Kamala Harris.

* The use of Cambridge Analytica-style
algorithms and Al-generated "deepfakes" is

identified as a primary threat to Mexican
and regional electoral integrity.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Sporting Nationalism as Governance

The 2026 World Cup is being utilized by the
Mexican administration as a tool for "social
cohesion" and "diplomatic triumph." The
broadcast emphasizes that the national team's
success is not merely athletic but a diplomatic
and even political win for the country.
However, the subsequent deaths during
celebrations reveal the fragility of this state-
sanctioned euphoria. The administration is
forced to pivot from celebration to crisis
management, attempting to frame the
tragedy as a shared civic responsibility rather
than a failure of security planning around the
Reforma corridor.

The "North America" Fortress Mentality

A recurring theme is the necessity of building
a "self-sufficient" North American region to
counter Asian dominance. Secretary Ebrard
and other officials argue that the TMEC is
the shield against global economic volatility,
yet they face a U.S. partner that views the
treaty as a tool for unilateral leverage rather
than mutual cooperation. The push for
"relocalization" (nearshoring) of
semiconductors and pharmaceuticals is

framed as a matter of national security for
all three nations, yet the mechanism for this
(annual reviews) threatens the long-term
certainty required for such massive capital
investments.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Mexican Institutional Reform and

Historical Narrative

President Sheinbaum is aggressively
reforming the Instituto Nacional de
Estudios Historicos (INHERM),

transforming it into a "research and higher
education organism" to cement the narrative
of the "Fourth Transformation." This move
seeks to institutionalize the social processes
of the last eight years, presenting them as the
only viable path against "extreme right-wing"
movements. This centralization of historical
and educational suggests a
hardening of partisan identities within the
state apparatus.

narratives

Security and Cartel Influence

* The U.S. Treasury has issued new sanctions
against the Cartel Jalisco Nueva
Generacion (CJNG) for a sophisticated
fuel theft ring involving front companies in
both nations.

» Allegations that these criminal resources
are used to finance political campaigns in
Mexico remain a point of friction, with the
Mexican government demanding proof for
what it calls "baseless claims."

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Mexico as the Regional Humanitarian
Pivot
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By spearheading the aid mission to Venezuela,
Mexico 1is projecting its image as the
principled "big brother" of the Global
South. This is contrasted against a "hostile"
external environment where the U.S. uses
"Section 232" tariffs and the U.K. issues travel
alerts for Mexico. The administration is
actively using humanitarian statecraft to
bolster its moral standing while
simultaneously negotiating from a position of
"advantage" regarding its unique trade status

compared to the rest of the world.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is cautiously optimistic but
wary of U.S. protectionism. While the Mexican
Peso showed resilience after the U.S.
announcement of annual TMEC reviews, the
long-term investment climate remains under
pressure from regulatory uncertainty. The
administration highlights that 80% of
Mexican exports to the U.S. currently pay
zero tariffs, a status they are desperate to
preserve.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Foreign Direct Investment: Mexico
reached historical levels in 2025 with over

40 billion pesos in investment, largely

driven by the nearshoring trend.

* Remittances: May 2026 saw a 3.8%
annual increase, marking the fourth
consecutive month of growth, providing a
critical buffer for the Mexican domestic
economy.

* Strategic Sectors: The automotive sector
remains the primary beneficiary of TMEC,
but new focuses are emerging in aerospace

and agro-industry.

* Venezuela Recovery Costs: Initial
projections for Venezuelan reconstruction
are estimated between $10 billion and
$20 billion, a massive regional financial

burden depending on the final damage
assessment.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's reports highlight key shifts in
administrative focus and personnel in both
domestic and international contexts.

* Claudia Sheinbaum: Is consolidating
power through the presidential decree
reshaping historical and cultural institutes,
moving them from the Ministry of Culture
to the Science and Humanities system.

* Marcelo Ebrard: Emerges as the lead
negotiator for the TMEC, successfully
framing the U.S. "annual review" demand
as a manageable procedural shift rather
than a treaty collapse to prevent market
panic.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an

unpredictable but dominant force

whose "Section 232" tariffs and preference
for unilateral action dictate the pace of

North American diplomacy from the

Ayatollah Khamenei: His passing and the

massive scale of his impending funeral

create a significant leadership vacuum in
the Middle East during a period of extreme
geopolitical tension.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network  prioritizes mnationalistic
triumphs (World Cup) and humanitarian
leadership (Venezuela aid) over more critical

domestic issues like organized crime or
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infrastructure decay. The lead story is
consistently the World Cup, used as a high-
energy lead-in to complex trade news. The
"Buried Story" is the specific detail of the
cartel-political financing allegations,
which are dismissed as "unproven" without
deep investigation. There is a conspicuous
omission of detailed reporting on the internal
dissent within Mexico regarding the
centralization of history and education under
the new INHERM decree.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is framed as a landscape of
catastrophe and competition, where
Mexico acts as a "stable" and "principled"
middle power.

* Russia: Framed as a chaotic and brutal
aggressor, specifically cited for targeting
civilian infrastructure with an "insane"
volume of ordinance in Kyiv.

United States: Portrayed as a fickle and
protectionist partner. The broadcast
contrasts U.S. "Section 232" tariffs against
Mexico’s '"principled" adherence to the
TMEC framework.

* Venezuela: Framed as a victim nation
and a "brother" that Mexico is duty-bound
to save, reinforcing Mexico’s regional
leadership aspirations.

* Elon Musk / Jeff Bezos: Portrayed as
quasi-state actors wielding more power
than governments, characterized as
dangerous and "manipulative" forces in the
information environment.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Cognitive Warfare Narrative: The
network devotes significant time to "Guerra
Cognitiva," arguing that U.S. tech giants
use predictive algorithms to manipulate the

"collective memory" of the youth.

* TikTok Sovereignty: The U.S. move to
force a sale of TikTok is framed as a
hypocritical act of state control over

information flows on national security
grounds.

* Propaganda
reform of INHERM is explicitly framed as a

Counter-measures: The

tool to counteract "right-wing"
narratives.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The TMEC Annual Review Trap: Within
1-2 years, the "annual review" will likely
become a permanent state of crisis,
allowing the U.S. to extract incremental
concessions on energy and labor every

twelve months without ever officially

nding the tr

* Venezuelan Instability: The catastrophic
failure of the Venezuelan state to manage
earthquake recovery may trigger a new
migrant wave toward Mexico and the U.S,,
further complicating regional security by
the end of the year.

* AI-Driven Electoral Fraud: The upcoming
local elections in Mexico will likely see the
first widespread use of generative AI
deepfakes that are indistinguishable from
reality, challenging the National Electoral

Institute's verification capabilities.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect high social
volatility in Mexico City during the match
against England; security forces are likely to
deploy unprecedented crowd control
measures to avoid another asphyxiation
event. On the diplomatic front, the July 20
TMEC meeting will likely result in a "cooling
off" period with no immediate breakthroughs
on tariff reductions.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Ukraine’s
ability to survive the winter will be
determined by whether the U.S. grants
manufacturing rights for Patriot missiles.
In Mexico, the integration of INHERM into the
science system will lead to a purge of
traditional academic voices in favor of state-
aligned historians.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "North
American Fortress" will either consolidate into
a self-sufficient pharmaceutical and
semiconductor hub or fragment under the
pressure of repeated annual trade reviews,
potentially driving Mexico toward a stronger
BRICS alignment as a hedge against U.S.

protectionism.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Mass Casualty Crowd Events: High
emotion and poor infrastructure at
celebratory sites lead to stampedes.
Triggers: World Cup victories. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Severe domestic instability.
Mitigations: Decentralized viewing, closing

major metro hubs during matches.

* Energy Grid Collapse in Ukraine:
Sustained missile bombardment destroys
the final 10% of Tresilient utility
infrastructure. Triggers: Winter demand
spike. Likelihood: Very High. Impact:
Massive humanitarian flight into Europe.
Mitigations: Localized Patriot missil

production.

* TMEC Collapse via Section 232: U.S.
continues to bypass the treaty with
"national security" tariffs. Triggers: U.S.
domestic election cycles. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: 15-20% drop in Mexican
GDP. Mitigations: Re-evaluating automotive

rules of origin.

* Venezuelan State Failure: Earthquake
aftermath leads to total loss of control in
Caracas. Triggers: Failure of international
aid to reach Palos Grandes. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: Regional refugee crisis.
Mitigations: deployment  of
Mexican naval hospital ships.

Massive

* Cognitive Subversion: Big Tech platforms
successfully sway youth opinion through
algorithmic targeting. Triggers: 2027 local
elections. Likelihood: High. Impact: Erosion
of state legitimacy.
Institutionalizing "Fourth Transformation"

historical ion.

Mitigations:

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts mention 70,000 Russian
missiles in one attack, a number that defies
current logistic and military capacity; the
lack of critical pushback on this figure
suggests a  significant state-aligned
propaganda filter.

* There is no mention of the cartel response
to the new U.S. sanctions; specifically, how
the CJNG’s fuel theft ring interacts with
PEMEX’s internal corruption.
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* The actual cause of the "double
earthquake" in Venezuela (natural vs.
industrial/fracking triggers) is ignored in
favor of the humanitarian aid narrative.

* The fiscal impact of hosting the 2026 World
Cup during a period of regional economic
stagnation is completely omitted from the

economic reports.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Scenario 1: The TMEC "Annual Review" is
a Mexican Victory

While framed as a U.S. demand, the annual
review process may actually benefit Mexico by
preventing a permanent hard exit. By
keeping the U.S. at the table every year,
Mexico avoids a "Black Swan" total
withdrawal, effectively trapping the
protectionist U.S. administration in a cycle of
perpetual negotiation that preserves the

status quo.

Scenario 2: The World Cup Tragedy as a
Security Test

The deaths at the Angel of Independence may
be used as a pretext to restrict future mass
gatherings of a political nature. Under the
guise of "public safety" and "asphyxiation
prevention," the state may implement new
zoning and movement controls that
permanently limit the ability of the opposition
to mobilize in central plazas.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Secure long-term energy swap
agreements with Canada to hedge against
U.S. unilateral grid restrictions under
Section 232 concerns.

* Establish a Regional Emergency
Response Center in Mexico City to
institutionalize the "hospital ship”
diplomacy seen in Venezuela this week.

* Implement mandatory algorithmic
auditing for social media platforms
operating during the 2026 World Cup final

period.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Move capital toward pharmaceutical
manufacturing in Central Mexico, as
TMEC renegotiations will prioritize this for
"regional sovereignty" reasons.

* Investors in automeotive supply chains
must build "annual compliance" models to
survive the new yearly TMEC revision

cycles.
* Hedge against Peso volatility around July

20, as the first formal review will likely test
market confidence.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was marked by significant executive
decrees and international treaty revisions
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aimed at consolidating the state’s historical
narrative and economic posture.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

c INHERM Reform Decree: Formalizes
the transformation of the National
Institute of Historical Studies into a

higher education organism with the

intent of "reclaiming national origins."

o

Spanish LGTBI Conversion Therapy
Ban: A new penal code reform in Spain
that criminalizes conversion therapy
with up to two years in prison, discussed
in the context of international human
rights trends.

c TMEC Annual Review Framework:
Not a bill, but a formal treaty obligation
triggered by U.S. refusal to extend the
current 16-year term.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Marcelo Ebrard Press Conference:
Aimed at calming markets by explaining

the procedural details of the upcoming
TMEC review on July 20.

o Clara Brugada Security Briefing:
Detailed the strategy to decentralize
fans following the triple asphyxiation
death event.

KEY STORIES

* Ukraine Bombardment: Russia launches
70,000 missiles at Kyiv, killing at least 23
and threatening total grid collapse.

* Venezuela Double Earthquake: Over

2,200 dead as Mexico sends a hospital ship
and 71 tons of aid to Caracas.

s TMEC Renewal Rejection: U.S. rejects
long-term extension in favor of annual
reviews, with a meeting set for July 20.

* World Cup Victory and Tragedy: Mexico
beats Ecuador to reach the Round of 16,
but three die at the Angel of Independence.

* Cognitive Warfare Analysis: Deep dive
into the "manipulative" algorithms of Elon
Musk and Jeff Bezos against democracy.

« INHERM Transformation: Sheinbaum
decrees the conversion of the historical

institute into a national training ground for

state narrative.

* CJNG Fuel Theft Sanctions: U.S.
Treasury targets front companies stealing
fuel and laundering money for political

campaigns.

Ayatollah Khamenei Funeral:
Preparation for a funeral of 20 million
people in Tehran following the leader’s
death.

* Frida Kahlo Retrospective: Cultural
focus on Kahlo as a national symbol of
resilience and identity.

* Spanish Penal Reform: Spain implements
a penal ban on conversion therapy, citing it
as a form of torture.

* UK. Travel Alert: The United Kingdom

issues a warning to tourists visiting Mexico
during the World Cup, citing safety
concerns.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.
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Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproj
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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