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GEOPOLITICAL
WEAPONIZATION OF
HISTORY & DIPLOMACY

HISTORICAL RECOGNITION AS
TACTICAL WEAPON: Israel
recognizes Armenian Genocide
to retaliate against Turkey,
mediated by energy/military
ties with Azerbaijan.

TRANSACTIONAL REALISM:
Shift from principled foreign
pollce/ to diplomatic warfare,
visible also in Venice Biennale
proxy conflicts and Russian
cultural boycotts.
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SAFETY & EMERGENCY STRAIN
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ELECTRICAL FIRES SURGE: 57% increase in electrical faults,
driven by aging wiring and volatile lithium-ion batteries.
EMERGENCY SERVICES OVERWHELMED: Hundreds of
nuisance calls to 112 line during Midsummer strain resources,
threatening first-response capabilities.

LEGISLATIVE PUSH FOR REFORM.

Bal o

CLIMATE & SUPPLY CHAIN STRESS
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RADIANT COOLING
INNOVATION
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FINNISH SANCTIONS CONVICTION:
Businessman sentenced for
exporting 164 vehicles to Russia
via Turkey/Kazakhstan, exposing
I shadow logistics networks.

FERTILIZER IMPORTS HALTED.

CLIMATE ADAPTATION URGENCY: Record Southern European
heatwaves drive shift to low-tech and innovative cooling

g climate migration risks.
SANCTIONS EVASION Persistent difficulty in securing regional
supply chains against illicit trade flows.

Al IN AGRICULTURE:
Dutch-Estonian partnership for
soil analysis (nematode count)
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ELIZA EFFECT &

DIGITAL ADDICTION:

Concerns grow over youth
zing Al,

for food security tech:

gnty.

erodlng social fabnc and
cognitive development.

RAPID ADOPTION
OUTSTRIPS SAFETY.
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DOUBLE-EDGED TECH: While Al offers solutions for complex biological problems, its rapid
integration creates new vulnerabilities in mental health and cognitive autonomy.
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SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
Heightened diplomatic tension

RISK: Domestic Fire Catastrophe

(High Likelihood).

(Israel-Turkey): New fire safety guidelines.

A

A

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
Estonian Austerity Measures;
Cultural Restoration as Narrative.
RISK: Regional Sanctions Breach
(Moderate Likelihood, Extreme Impact).

(Long-term High Likelihood, Extreme Impact).

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
Climate Migration Challenge;
Al Autonomous Management.

RISK: Climate Displacement

RECOMMENDATIONS: Formalize historical dipl fi k | Rescue Act d invest in resilient
‘Cool City' i rigorous and develop fire- safe battery alternatives. Future
stability depends on ing these gent p through d and innovation.
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GEOPOLITICAL WEAPONIZATION OF
HISTORY AND CLIMATE-INDUCED
SOCIAL STRESSORS DOMINATE THE
NATIONAL DISCOURSE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 2, 2026, was characterized by a
convergence of geopolitical maneuvers,
deteriorating domestic infrastructure safety,
and escalating climate-related pressures
across Europe. Internationally, Israel’s sudden
recognition of the Armenian Genocide
emerged not as a humanitarian gesture, but
as a calculated geopolitical strike against
Turkey, mediated by complex energy and
military ties with Azerbaijan. This
instrumentalization of history reflects a
broader trend of "diplomatic
currently fracturing international norms.
Simultaneously, the Venice Biennale has
transformed into a primary arena for proxy
conflicts, with the Russian and Palestinian
situations creating significant institutional
and financial instability within the global art
market.

warfare"

Domestically, the reports highlight a mounting
crisis in public safety and infrastructure. A
57% year-on-year increase in electrical fires—

driven by aging wiring and the proliferation of
volatile lithium-ion batteries—points to a
systemic failure in housing standards and
consumer education. This is compounded by a
disturbing strain on emergency services,
exemplified by the hundreds of nuisance calls
to the 112 emergency line during the
Midsummer holiday, which threatens the
resilience of the state's first-response
capabilities. Furthermore, the conviction of a
Finnish businessman for violating EU
sanctions against Russia by exporting 164
vehicles underscores the ongoing difficulty in
securing regional supply chains against illicit
trade.

Environmental and technological themes also
signaled long-term risks. Southern Europe’s
record-breaking heatwave is driving a
transition from conventional cooling to
innovative '"radiant cooling" and low-tech
solutions like crushed chalk, highlighting the
urgent need for adaptation.
Meanwhile, the integration of Al into Estonian
agriculture through soil health analysis
suggests a move toward "tech-sovereignty" in
food security, even as concerns grow
regarding the "Eliza Effect" and digital
addiction among the youth, which observers
fear is eroding the social fabric and cognitive
development of the next generation.

climate

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Geopolitical Instrumentalization of the
Armenian Genocide

e Israel’'s government has
recognized the Armenian Genocide, a move
widely interpreted as a retaliatory measure
against Turkey rather than an empathetic
historical acknowledgment.

unanimously


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ERR_20260702_000000

* The delay in this recognition is attributed
to Israel's symbiotic relationship with
Azerbaijan, which provides over one-third

of Israel's energy needs while purchasing

advanced Israeli military technology.

* Experts suggest the move is intended to
pressure Turkey over its stance on the Gaza
conflict and its broader regional posture.

Crisis in Domestic Electrical Safety and
Emergency Services

e Estonia reports a 57% increase in fires
caused by electrical faults, with elecrical
issues now the primary cause of residential
blazes.

* Emergency services faced significant
disruption during the Midsummer period as
two "serial callers" made over 300 calls to
the 112 line without any genuine
emergency, straining resources.

* Legislative changes are being sought to
allow emergency centers to put non-
emergency callers on hold to prioritize life-

] ¢ situations.

Regional Sanctions Evasion and Legal
Repercussions

* A Finnish court sentenced a businessman
to over three years in prison for exporting
164 vehicles and trailers to Russia via
Turkey and Kazakhstan, violating EU
sanctions.

* The case highlights the persistence of
"shadow logistics" goods are
declared for Central Asian markets but
diverted to Russia.

where

* Finland has also officially ended the import
of Russian mineral fertilizers via rail due to
increased tariffs and geopolitical friction.

Climate Adaptation and Innovative

Cooling Strategies

* Record kuumalaine (heatwaves) in
Southern Europe have exhausted supplies
of fans and air conditioners, leading to the
use of crushed chalk on windows to reflect
heat.

* New research into "radiant cooling" paints
and ultra-white coatings demonstrates the
ability to lower indoor temperatures by

several degrees without electricity.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The use of historical recognition as a
tactical weapon in the Israel-Turkey-
Azerbaijan diplomatic triangle signals a
shift away from principled foreign policy
toward transactional realism.

* Venice Biennale serves as a high-profile
platform for diplomatic signaling, with
boycotts of the Russian pavilion reflecting
the fracturing of international cultural
cooperation.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* The surge in fires related to lithium-ion
batteries in devices like scooters and
laptops highlights a new, volatile threat to
residential infrastructure.

* Proposed changes to the Rescue Act aim to
secure the integrity of the 112 emergency
line against malicious or nuisance actors.
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Macroeconomics & Trade

* Renewal of the USMCA agreement (USA,
Canada, Mexico) is complicated by US
concerns over trade deficits, though
Canada and Mexico have supported a 16-
year extension.

* The Estonian government is debating
budget cuts and revenue increases totaling
400 million euros to reduce the deficit to
4%.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Estonian agricultural firms like Sadala Agro
are partnering with Dutch tech companies
to use Al for soil analysis, specifically
targeting nematode counts to optimize crop
yields.

* Concerns regarding the "Eliza Effect"—
where users anthropomorphize Al—are
framed as a psychological threat to critical
thinking and mental health.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Cultural and

Historical Narrative

History and art have transitioned from
academic or aesthetic pursuits into active
fronts of hybrid warfare. Israel's recognition
of the Armenian Genocide strategic pivot is
the most visible example, but the politicization
of the Venice Biennale similarly demonstrates
how cultural institutions are being forced to
navigate geopolitical sanctions and protest
movements. The refusal to sell art at the
Biennale, a policy in place for decades, has
failed to prevent the event from becoming a
flashpoint for the Ukraine and Gaza conflicts.

Technological Paradox:

Vulnerability

Efficiency vs.

While Al is being deployed to solve complex
biological problems in agriculture, such as
identifying soil  organisms, the same
technological momentum is creating new
vulnerabilities. The increase in lithium-battery
fires and the psychological "addiction" to
smart devices among children suggest that
the rapid adoption of technology is
outstripping the development of safety
regulations and social coping mechanisms.
The "Eliza Effect" represents a specific threat
to cognitive autonomy in an era where Al-
driven misinformation is increasingly potent.

Climate Migration and Resilience

The reporting on Southern Europe's
heatwaves is beginning to frame climate
change not just as a weather phenomenon but
as a driver of future migration and economic
disruption for Estonia. The focus on high-
albedo paints and traditional cooling methods
indicates a shift toward autonomous, low-
energy resilience as energy prices and grid

stability remain significant concerns.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Estonia faces a dual challenge of fiscal
austerity and social strain. The government's
push for 400 million euros in budget
corrections has met with skepticism from
political rivals who characterize the rhetoric
as "contentless." This partisan polarization is
occurring against a backdrop of institutional
fatigue, particularly within the Rescue Board,
which is struggling to manage a deluge of
nuisance calls and a rising tide of domestic
accidents. The societal "motor restlessness"
described in transcripts regarding digital
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addiction suggests an underlying anxiety
among the populace, who increasingly seek
escape in digital interfaces, potentially
weakening  social cohesion and the
government's mandate to implement difficult
structural reforms.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Estonia and its regional allies are operating in
a "hostile threat matrix" defined by Russian
sanctions evasion and shifting Middle Eastern
alliances. The Finnish conviction for sanctions
violations serves as a warning of the fragility
of the Northern European trade perimeter.
Estonia projects power primarily through
cultural and intellectual diplomacy, yet it
remains reactive to external shocks like the
Southern European heatwave and the
resulting threat of climate migration. The
nation's posture is one of defensive
adaptation, seeking to secure its interests by
deepening tech partnerships with the
Netherlands and maintaining a strict, albeit

difficult, sanctions regime against Russia.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is clouded by deficit
spending, regulatory shifts in the art market,
and the restructuring of agricultural supply
chains. Inflationary pressures are evident in
the discourse around high-cost agricultural
inputs, prompting a shift toward data-driven
farming to preserve margins. The global art
market, centered on events like Venice, is
experiencing disruption due to financial

sanctions and the withdrawal of state support
for controversial pavilions.

s USMCA Renewal: Trump-era trade
tensions persist, with the US emphasizing
the need for balanced trade as a condition
for extension.

* Agricultural Innovation: Shift toward
"no-till" (otsekulv) and Al-assisted soil
monitoring to mitigate climate-related crop
failure.

* Real Estate Safety: The 57% rise in
electrical fires may trigger increased
insurance premiums and stricter building
code enforcement.

* Sanctions Compliance: Finnish firms face
severe penalties for illicit exports, with 6
million euros in assets seized in a single
case.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership dynamics are characterized by
institutional shifts and legal accountability for
private sector actors.

* Karmen Oks: As Head of Strategy for the
Rescue Board, she is leading the legislative
push to reform emergency response
protocols.

* Finnish Sanctions Defaulter: The
sentencing of a prominent logistics
entrepreneur to 3.5 years signals a zero-
tolerance approach to  Russia-linked
sanctions evasion.

* Venice Biennale Jury: The resignation of

the international jury highlights deep

institutional fissures over political
neutrality in the arts.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial focus prioritized domestic safety
and geopolitical irony. The "Lead Stories"
were the misuse of the 112 emergency line
and the surge in electrical fires, framed with a
sense of wurgent public service. Israel's
recognition of the Armenian Genocide was a
significant "secondary lead," presented with
analytical skepticism regarding its timing and
motives. "Buried Stories" included the
ongoing Amazon expedition, which served as
a nationalistic adventure narrative to distract
from grimmer domestic news. Conspicuous
omissions included any detailed discussion of
the specific military movements in the
Ukraine-Russia front, focusing instead on the

nctions an nomic fallout.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Geopolitical framing reflects a world of
transactional alliances and rising regional
powers.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Israel: Portrayed as a master of realpolitik,
using historical recognition as a strategic
cudgel while maintaining deep, pragmatic
energy ties with Azerbaijan.

* Turkey: Framed as the target of Israeli
maneuvers, currently engaged in a
geopolitical rivalry over regional influence

and the Palestine issue.

* Russia: Characterized as a "pariah state"
attempting to bypass sanctions through

illicit logistics networks in Finland and

Central Asia.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a persistent
skeptic of multilateral trade, prioritizing US
interests over the stability of the USMCA
agreement.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Sadala Agro: Framed as a local leader in

agricultural innovation, adapting to climate

change through foreign tech partnerships.

* Venice Biennale Organization: Portrayed

as a beleaguered institution struggling to

balance its cultural mission with the reality
of international sanctions.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Information warfare is increasingly centered
on the manipulation of historical truth and
digital perception.

* Historical Narrative Seeding: Israel’s
recognition of the genocide is a clear case
of "narrative seeding," designed to create a

new diplomatic reality that isolates Turkey.

Psychological Operations (AI): The
reporting on the "Eliza Effect" suggests
that tech companies may be weaponizing
the wuser-AI bond to ensure platform
dependency, a form of soft-power
psychological control.

Disinformation in Logistics: The

falsification of export documents for

vehicles bound for Russia represents a
tactical information war in the trade sector.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Escalating Israel-Turkey Friction:

Israel’s recognition of the Armenian
Genocide will likely trigger Turkish
diplomatic retaliation, potentially affecting
NATO cohesion and regional energy
security.

Infrastructure Reform: Continued rises
in Dbattery-related fires will lead to a

rtification r for lithium-
ion devices and possibly new home
insurance mandates.

Climate-Induced Innovation: The

success of passive cooling technologies in

Southern Europe will lead to a new export
market  for  high-tech  paints and
architectural solutions in Estonia.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
diplomatic tension between Jerusalem and
Ankara, possibly recalls of
ambassadors. Domestically, expect new
guidelines from the Rescue Board on device

charging and battery storage following the
fire data.

involving

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Estonian
budget debate will conclude with significant
ri m res, potentially sparking
minor civil unrest. The restoration of the
Linnahall tapestry will serve as a unifying
cultural narrative to offset fiscal grumbling.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Climate migration
from Southern Europe will become a central
policy challenge for Estonia, requiring a total
overhaul of wurban planning and social
services. Al integration in agriculture will

have moved from soil analysis to total
autonomous field management.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Domestic Fire Catastrophe: Continued
degradation of residential wiring combined
with volatile lithium batteries. Trigger:
Multiple simultaneous apartment fires.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High.

Mitigations: National electrical audit
subsidy and mandatory smoke detector
expansion.

* Regional Sanctions Breach: Advanced
technology or heavy equipment continuing
to flow into Russia via shadow networks.
Trigger: A major military breakthrough
attributed to EU-sourced equipment.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Extreme.
Mitigations: Real-time GPS tracking for all
sanctioned exports.

* Geopolitical Energy Shock: Turkey
blocking Israeli-Azeri energy pipelines in
response to genocide recognition. Trigger:
Formal Turkish sanctions on Israel.
Likelihood: @ Moderate. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Strategic energy reserve
diversification.

* Social Cognitive Erosion: Digital
addiction and AI anthropomorphization
leading to a loss of critical thinking in the
youth. Trigger: Widespread cognitive test
failure in schools. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Moderate (Long-term). Mitigations:
Mandatory "analog time" in schools and
screen-time regulations.
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* Climate Displacement: Mass movement
of people from heat-ravaged Southern
Europe to the Baltics. Trigger: A sustained
50°C heatwave in Spain or Italy. Likelihood:
Low (Short-term) / High (Long-term).
Impact: Extreme. Mitigations: Pre-emptive
integration planning and
infrastructure building.

resilient

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Russian Domestic Stability: The
transcripts focus on sanctions violations
but fail to provide intel on whether these
smuggled goods are actually stabilizing the
Russian domestic front.

* Azerbaijan’s Neutrality: There is
insufficient detail on how Baku is reacting

to the Israel-Armenia-Turkey friction, given
its alliance with both Turkey and Israel.

* Cyber-Physical Link in Fires: While
electrical faults are highlighted, there is no
mention of whether these surges are being
tracked for potential state-sponsored cyber
intrusions into the grid.

* Long-term Impact of Nuisance Callers:
The focus is on the Midsummer peak, but
the transcripts ignore whether this is a
growing trend of ‘"digital vandalism"
against the state.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Genocide Recognition" Gambit:
Israel’s recognition may not be a strike
against Turkey, but a desperate attempt to
shore up Western moral standing amidst the
Gaza conflict, using Armenia as a shield
against international criticism.

The "AI-Agriculture" Trojan Horse: The
Dutch partnership for soil analysis could be a

front for data-harvesting of Estonian soil
quality to give foreign corporations an
advantage in future land acquisitions.

Black Swan Event: A total failure of the 112
system during a major grid-down event
caused by simultaneous electrical fires and a
nuisance-calling botnet attack, leading to a
collapse of public order.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Formalize a historical diplomacy framework

to ensure historical recognitions are not
purely transactional.

e Accelerate the Rescue Act amendments to
preserve emergency response integrity.

e Invest in "Cool City" infrastructure

subsidies based on the Southern European

in i
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Sanctions Risk: Implement rigorous end-
user verification for all logistics exports to

Central Asia to avoid Finnish-style asset

selzure.

» Tech Opportunity: Invest in fire-safe solid-
state battery alternatives as lithium-ion

devices face regulatory backlash.

* Agri-Tech: Target capital toward
companies integrating AI into soil health

lance, as these will

become the benchmarks for land value.

n microbial

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent legislative activity has focused on
emergency service resilience and fiscal
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discipline to address both civil and economic
vulnerabilities.

* Rescue Act Amendments: Proposed

changes to allow 112 operators to prioritize
calls and put non-urgent/nuisance callers
on a mandatory wait-loop.

State Budget Correction Bill: A
controversial 400-million-euro package
aimed at reducing the national deficit
through a mix of cuts and increased
revenue.

Sanctions Enforcement Regulation:
Stricter reporting requirements for export
logistics firms following the Finnish court

ruling.

KEY STORIES

Israel Recognizes Armenian Genocide:
The government unanimously affirms
historical genocide, shifting regional power

dynamics against Turkey.

Rescue Board Emergency Strain: Two
serial callers made 300 fake emergency
calls, prompting a push for legislative
reform.

Finnish Sanctions Conviction: A
businessman is sentenced for smuggling
164 vehicles to Russia via third-party
transit routes.

Electrical Fire Surge: A 57% increase in
fires is linked to aging infrastructure and
lithium-ion batteries.

Al Soil Research at Sadala Agro:
Estonian farmers use Dutch Al technology

to track nematode populations for yield

optimization.

Southern European Heatwave
Innovation: Record temperatures drive

the use of radiant cooling paints and chalk-

based window treatments.

* Tallinn Linnahall Tapestry Restoration:
A massive 500-square-meter tapestry is
moved for restoration despite hazardous
humidity conditions.

* Digital Addiction Concerns:
Psychologists warn of cognitive decline and
"Eliza Effect" delusions among youth
addicted to screens.

e USMCA Renewal Debate: The US,
Canada, and Mexico negotiate a 16-year
extension amidst ongoing trade deficit
disputes.

* Amazon Expedition Medicine: Travelers
explore indigenous remedies and the
history of colonial rubber exploitation in
Brazil.

* Venice Biennale Proxy Protests: The art

festival becomes a hotbed of protests
regarding the conflicts in Gaza and
Ukraine.

* Norwegian Football "Rowing" Chant:
The Icelandic Viking clap is adapted by
Norwegian fans and even members of
parliament.

* Ruila Forest Education: Students
participate in outdoor forestry workshops
to reconnect with nature amidst digital
saturation.

* Estonian Pork Industry Recovery: Pig
farms in Ekseko resume operations after
African Swine Fever outbreaks, importing
genetically managed sows from Denmark.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
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trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.

nnouncing-our-


mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

