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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The diplomatic landscape of West Asia is
currently defined by a profound transition
following the death of Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, who
was reportedly assassinated during a 40-day
"war of aggression" launched by the United
States and Israel in February 2026. As the
nation prepares for a massive multi-day
funeral expected to draw 15 to 20 million
mourners, the Iranian government is
projecting an image of national unity and
strategic victory. This narrative is centered on
the "Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding"” (MoU) signed on June 18,
2026, which Tehran frames as a total
validation of its "red lines," including the
permanent cessation of military operations,
the lifting of all sanctions, and the recognition
of Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz.

Despite this stated diplomatic breakthrough,
the regional environment remains highly
volatile. The US and Israel are accused of

violating the ceasefire through continued
strikes in southern Lebanon and Gaza, while
internal fractures appear within the US
administration and the Israeli cabinet
regarding the viability of the deal. While
President Trump and Vice President JD Vance
are portrayed as seeking a way out of a
"catastrophic" war to stabilize energy markets
before the US midterms, Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu is depicted as actively
sabotaging the agreement to ensure his
political survival. Simultaneously, Iran is
leveraging its technological self-reliance,
citing its domestic production of cardiatic
medical imaging systems as proof that it can

thrive despite decades of geopolitical
encirclement.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Funeral of Ayatollah Khamenei and
Succession

* Massive funeral ceremonies are scheduled
to begin on Saturday at Tehran's Grand
Mosalla Prayer Complex, with burials to
follow in Qom, Iraq, and ultimately
Mashhad on July 9th.

* Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei has
been identified as the new leader of the
Islamic  Revolution, facing immediate

threats from Israel, which has reportedly
marked him for death.

* The transition is being used to solidify the
"Resistance Axis," with tributes arriving
from scholars and political figures in
Pakistan, Malaysia, Nigeria, and Yemen.
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Shaky Implementation of the Islamabad
MoU

* Negotiations in Doha and Switzerland
continue at a technical level to implement
the 60-day roadmap, with separate working
groups addressing sanctions and
reconstruction.

e Iran claims the US has already released
$12 billion in frozen assets in Qatar
though the US reportedly intends these
funds for humanitarian food assistance.

* A proposed $300 billion investment fund
is on the table, yet internal US dissent and
Israeli violations of the Lebanese ceasefire

threaten to derail the process.

Conflict in Gaza and Lebanon

* Palestinian resistance factions marked
1,000 days since the start of the conflict,
reporting that 90% of the territory is
destroyed and 80% is under Israeli control.

* Israel continues air strikes in Gaza despite
a reported fire agreement with Hamas,
with at least 73,000 Palestinians
reportedly killed since October 2023.

* Reports indicate Israeli forces have
"completely obliterated" the first tier of
villages on the Lebanese border.

Global Energy and Economic Impacts

» Zionist Israel’s economy has reportedly
absorbed a $205 billion shock since
October 2023, including $71 billion in
direct military expenditures.

* Iran has asserted sovereign control over
the Strait of Hormuz, declaring it will

manage traffic and may charge fees.

* China stands to benefit significantly from
the lifting of oil sanctions, having relied on
the Strait for over 30% of its crude imports.

Allegations of War Crimes and

Asymmetric Warfare

* The US is accused of destroying two giant
water reservoirs in the Bemani district of
Iran during a heatwave, potentially leaving

20,000 people without water.

* Reports detail the first combat deployment
of the US "Prism" missile in Lamerd, Iran,
which utilizes tungsten pellet
fragmentation to saturate residential zones.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The transition from the decades-long rule
of Ayatollah Khamenei to Mujtaba
Khamenei represents a critical test for the
Islamic Republic's institutional stability

nder pr re.

* In the US, the Trump administration faces a
"three-body problem" with Israel and Iran,
where each actor pulls in a different
direction.

* Bolivia’s right-wing government faces a
massive general strike and indigenous
uprising that could reverse its pro-Zionist

Jip] i ties.
Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Iran’s military strategy has shifted toward
"radar saturation theory" using massive
volumes of ballistic rockets.

* The US Navy is characterized as having
been defeated because it cannot safely
operate within 400 miles of the Iranian
coast.
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Critical Infrastructure Security Technological Sovereignty as a Defense

Doctrine
* The targeting of Iranian telecommunication
towers and radars by the US aims to blind  Iran is positioning its medical and defense
Iran's maritime vessel tracking. industrial base as superior to western

imports because they are immune to
sanctions. The cardiatic Pro SPECT2
system is cited as a symbolic achievement

* The Haifa refinery in occupied territories
reportedly sustained heavy damage to gas
turbines and auxiliaries from Iranian

missile strikes. that turns "access from a geopolitical
variable into an internal capability"

Diplomacy & Statecraft ign hrive under pr re.
e The "Islamabad MoU" is framed as a The Fracturing of the Western Consensus

strategic reset that forces the US to choose
between its alliance with Israel and
regional ili

e Internal discord in  Washington is
highlighted, specifically JD Vance’s public
frustration with Netanyahu’s cabinet.
Vance's warnings that Israel is "entirely
dependent" on the US and that Netanyahu

* Germany has reportedly lost its bid for a
UN Security Council seat due to its pro-

i . 3 n 3 n
Israclalignment is a "wrench in the wheels" of the deal
indicate a widening gap in Zionist-
DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND American relations.
THEMES * Germany’s diplomatic isolation and its

failed UN Security Council bid are framed
as a direct consequence of its
"unconditional support" for Israeli war

crimes.

The End of US Naval Hegemony

e Transcripts emphasize that the era of the
US as a dominant land or naval power in
the Middle East is over. The inability of the
US fifth fleet to project power against INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
Iranian "asymmetrical dynamics" and DOMESTIC INSTABILITY
hypersonic threats is a recurring theme

presented by analysts. United States: Midterm Pressure and
Administration Infighting

e Iran's successful closure of the Strait of

Hormuz ?S used as a primary lever to force * The Trump administration is characterized
the US into "unprecedented concessions" . " "
as being under "duress," forced to end the

without sacrificing core principles. . . . . .
war with Iran primarily to lower oil prices

and prevent a global depression before
the midterm elections.

* Senate Republicans (e.g., Bill Cassidy) are
described as increasingly critical of the
President, leading to "tense meetings"
where the President reportedly insulted his
allies.
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Israel: Economic Collapse and Cabinet
Sabotage

* The Israeli government is portrayed as a
"Vichy government" (specifically in the
context of its Lebanese maneuvers) that is
bankrupt and failing to provide security for
its settlers.

e Hardline ministers like Smotrich and Ben-
Gvir are framed as "nut cases" whose goal
is to provoke a civil war in Lebanon to
derail the Islamabad MoU.

Iran: Mourning and Mobilization

* The state is successfully leveraging the
mourning of Ayatollah Khamenei to prove
that the "Islamic Republic does not lack
support,” contradicting Western media
narratives.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

China’s Strategic Benefit

* China is positioned as the primary winner
of the US-Iran deal. Beijing intends to use
its "Belt and Road" expertise to lead post-
war reconstruction in Iran and has
already ordered its domestic refineries to
ignore US sanctions on Iranian oil.

The Multipolar Shift

* The "outside world" is no longer framed as
a US-led order but as a landscape where
countries like Bolivia and Pakistan are
actively pushing back against "Zionist
logic." The "BRICS dimension" is noted as a

rising factor in regional security.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by the
massive costs of the 2026 war and the
precarious state of global energy flows. While
the MoU has led to a temporary drop in oil
prices, insurance companies remain skeptical,
maintaining high premiums for shipping in the
Persian Gulf.

* Energy: Oil prices could shoot to $150/
barrel if the Strait of Hormuz is closed
again next three months.

* Israeli Economy: Total costs of multifront
conflict have reached $205 billion, with
$58 billion in lost economic output.

e Iranian Med-Tech: Domestic SPECT
cardio-imaging systems cost ~250,000
euros, saving ~100,000 euros per unit

compared to Western imports.

* Frozen Assets: $100 billion in total Iranian
assets estimated abroad: $20-50B in China,
$15B in Iraq, $7B in India, $6B in Qatar.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The death of the Iranian Supreme Leader has
triggered a regional reorganization of power,
while internal dissent in the US and Israel
threatens the current administrative heads.

* Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei:
Ascends as the new Leader of the Islamic
Revolution; already facing assassination
threats from the "Zionist regime" Minister's
statement.

* Rodrigo Paz (Bolivia): Current president
facing an indigenous uprising; status is
deteriorating due to harsh austerity
measures.
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* JD Vance (US): Emerging as the public
"enforcer" of the Trump administration's
"reality-based" diplomacy over "Zionist
logic" in Washington.

* Erica Kirk (Turning Point USA):
Replacement for the "assassinated" Charlie

Kirk; signals a return of the organization to
pro-Israel alignment.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s posture is highly
nationalistic and aligned with the "Axis of
Resistance." The Lead Stories center on the
funeral of Ayatollah Khamenei, the reported
"humiliation" of Donald Trump by the Iranian
negotiators, and the detailed recounting of
alleged US/Israeli war crimes. The Buried
Stories include any significant internal

Iranian dissent or the specific details of how
the Supreme Leader was killed. The tone is
triumphalist regarding military technology but
somber and indignant regarding the
"genocide" in Gaza and Lebanon.
Conspicuous Omissions include any

mention of the Russian role in the Ukraine
conflict other than "Tit-for-Tat" attacks on
refineries, and the specific terms of Iran’s
nuclear program concessions under the MoU,
which are vaguely described as "peaceful

purposes" only.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day’s coverage paints a world where the
old hegemon (USA) is retreating in the face of
principled resistance and rising multipolar
powers.

COUNTRIES

e Iran: Framed as victorious, principled,
and self-reliant. Described as having
"single-handedly safeguarded its peace in
the battlefield" and "walked away with
every single red line intact" from the war.

* United States: Portrayed as weak,
duplicitous, and defeated. Critics argue
the administration has "lost strategic
ground" and signed an "unconditional

document of surrender" to Iran.

* Israel: Framed as corrupt, chaotic, and
an "anachronism." Depicted as a state
that "doesn't hold a place" in the new world
order and is ‘"incapable" of providing
security.

* Germany: Portrayed as morally bankrupt
for exporting weapons during a genocide,
leading to a loss of international credibili

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Framed as manipulated
and desperate. Described as a "global
laughing stock" who hates the MoU
because he effectively
admitting we lost militarily" to Iran.

"knows he’s

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Portrayed as
isolated and fuming. Framing suggests
he is "purchased" by New York banksters
and is a "lever for Israel to unravel the

mou" at any cost.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The  broadcast actively engages in
"debunking" Western narratives, particularly
regarding the October 7th attacks, which are
labeled as "mass rape hoaxes" and "atrocity

propaganda" designed to justify genocide.

There is significant focus on "cognitive
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warfare," with Iran accusing the US of using
media to deceive women and exploit nations
culturally. The "meta-narrative" of the day is
that the "Zionist American empire" is in its
death throes, attempting to use "fear porn"
regarding nuclear weapons to justify illegal

occupations.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Islamabad MoU" is likely to fail if
Israel continues its operations in Lebanon,
as Iran has stated it will not allow the

Lebanese track to be separated from the
deal.

* A major "hot war" resumption is a high
probability within the next 90 days as
strategic o0il reserves in the West are

depleted.

* The funeral ceremonies for Khamenei may
serve as a trigger for regional unrest or
"false flag" attacks intended to provoke an
Iranian military overreaction.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Massive domestic mobilization in Iran
during the funeral; potential for localized
"lone wolf" or proxy attacks against US/
Israeli assets in retaliation for the Leader’s
death.

* High volatility in oil futures as insurers
wait to see if the Strait of Hormuz truly

remains "open" for non-approved vessels.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

e US midterm elections will drive

"performative" diplomatic wins, but the
"three-body problem" of Israel-US-Iran
interests will likely lead to a global
depression if traffic isn't restored.

* Potential for a "regime change" in Bolivia

as unions and indigenous groups paralyze
the country.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e Structural shift in West Asian power

dynamics with Iran as a "significant global
power" leading the Resistance Axis.

* Permanent establishment of parallel

technological systems in the Global South,
reducing reliance on Western medical and

military tech.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Total Regional War Escalation: Conflict

could expand to include Turkey, Russia, and
China if the ceasefire in Lebanon and Gaza
collapses. Triggers: Continued Israeli
refusal to withdraw from southern Lebanon
or a strike on the new Iranian leader.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic
global economic collapse. Mitigations:
Strong international guarantees from China
and Russia to enforce the MoU.

Global Energy Crisis: Iranian closure or
tolling of the Strait of Hormuz could lead to
oil prices exceeding $150/barrel. Triggers:
US/Israeli "backtracking" on sanctions
lifting. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Global hyperinflation. Mitigations: Rapid
implementation of the 60-day sanctions

easing roadmap.
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Civil Unrest in the Western
Hemisphere: Protests in Germany and the
general strike in Bolivia signal rising
domestic instability. Triggers: Continued
"austerity" and perceived "colonial”
alignment  with  Israel.  Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Regime collapse in
Bolivia; domestic repression in Germany.

Mitigations: Pivot to mneutral foreign
policy.

Succession Instability: The transition to
Mujtaba Khamenei could trigger internal
struggles.  Triggers: Israel's
"marked for death" threats against the new
leader. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Loss of central command over proxy forces.

power

Humanitarian Disaster (Climate/
Water): Heatwaves in France and
destroyed water infrastructure in Iran
represent immediate mass-casualty threats.
Triggers: Summer temperatures reaching
50°C. Likelihood: High. Impact: 15,000+
deaths in Europe; mass dehydration in Iran.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The circumstances of Ayatollah
Khamenei's death (reported as February
28th assassination) lack forensic detail; the

transcripts focus on the aftermath rather
than the event itself day of assassination.

The actual status of the US Navy Fifth
Fleet; while transcripts claim it was
"effectively put out of action," there is no
Western verification of the current vessel
count.

The role of Syrian President Assad in the
proposed Lebanon deal; Trump reportedly
suggested Syria fight Hezbollah, an
"absurd" idea given their historical alliance.

e The nature of the "Soap Media Festival"

postponement; the introduction of a
"Ramadan War" section indicates a shift
toward documenting a conflict that is still
ngoing.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The MoU as a Strategic Stall: Instead of

a breakthrough, the MoU may be a tactical
maneuver by the US to "buy time" to refill
strategic oil reserves and reorganize its

military for a "final mission" against Iran.

Israeli Decoupling: Netanyahu's cabinet
may be actively working to decouple
Israel's security completely from US
dictates, leading to an wuncontrolled
nuclear strike as a "three-body problem"
worst-case scenario.

Black Swan: A simultaneous collapse of
the French power grid due to the record
heatwave and a blockage of the Strait of

Hormuz, causing a total global societal
collapse.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately de-conflict naval

assets in the Indian Ocean to prevent
"accidental" vessel seizures or attacks.

* Economic: Diversify energy supply chains

away from the Strait of Hormuz to mitigate

the risk of unpredictable Iranian tolling.

* Diplomatic: Seek a trilateral guarantee

including China to ensure both the US and
Iran honor the MoU.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Move logistics hubs out of
Bahrain and Kuwait as they are framed as
rim r
* Regulatory: Prepare for the permanent
bifurcation of medical technology markets,
as Iran’s self-reliance doctrine replaces
Western exports.

* Capital Allocation: Heavily discount
"Zionist entity" assets due to the $205
billion war shock.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent legislative activity in occupied
territories and international forums indicates
a hardening of religious and legal positions.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Draft Law to Ban the Call to Prayer: A
preliminary Israeli law to ban the adhan in
mosques across occupied territories,
described as a religious war escalation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* UNSC Complaint: Iran has filed an official
complaint regarding Israeli threats to
assassinate the mnew Supreme Leader
Muitaba KI .

* UN Sexual Violence Hearing: A hearing
involving Danny Danon and Pramila Patten
descended into chaos over findings of
Israeli violations.

* Islamabad Policy Dialogue: Examining
Iran’s deterrence strategy and the
"changing security landscape" in West Asia.

KEY STORIES

* Khamenei Funeral Preparations: 15-20
million people expected in Tehran, Qom,
and Mashhad following the death of the

Supreme Leader on Saturday.

* Mujtaba Khamenei Succession: The new
Leader is identified and immediately placed

on an Israeli "hit list" per War Minister
statement.

Islamabad MoU Signing: A June 18th
agreement between Tehran and

Washington seeks to end the war, release
assets, and lift sanctions.

* Damascus Cafe Bombing: At least six
dead and 22 wounded in a blast near the
Syrian Justice Ministry.

* Prism Missile Combat Debut: Alleged US
use of fragmentation saturation missiles in
residential Iranian zones.

* Destruction of Iranian Reservoirs: US
strikes on water infrastructure during 50°C

heatwave in Sirik County.

Israeli Economic Shock: War costs reach
$205 Dbillion, leading to historic fiscal
strain.

* Bolivian General Strike: Indigenous
groups paralyze the country, demanding a
reversal of pro-Zionist policies.

e France Heatwave Crisis: 15,000 national
deaths since 2003 plan failure; 109 dead in
Paris in 24 hours.

* Cardiatic Med-Tech Breakthrough:
Iran's cardiatic SPECT2 system offers
"technological sovereignty" over imports.

* Strait of Hormuz Control: Iran declares
sovereignty and management of traffic,

potentially charging fees.
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* Gaza 1000-Day Milestone: Resistance
marks 1000 days of conflict with 100 days
f genoci

* Charlie Kirk Assassination Analysis:
Claims that Mossad was involved in the
murder of the TPUSA figure in 2025.

* Lebanon Framework Agreement
Controversy: Resistance rejects the deal,
citing "profound national disgrace" in

Beirut.
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Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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