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THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO IS
AGGRESSIVELY OPERATIONALIZING
"GREEN DIPLOMACY" AND
CENTRALIZED AGRICULTURAL
SCHEMES TO PROJECT REGIONAL
LEADERSHIP WHILE STRUGGLING
TO STABILIZE A FRAGILE NATIONAL
POWER GRID AND MANAGE
GROWING REFUGEE PRESSURES
ON ITS BORDERS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Congolese state media portrays a nation in
transition, attempting to convert its ecological
assets—specifically the Congo Basin—into
geopolitical leverage. The elevation of state-
aligned intellectuals like Michel Innocent Peya
to international environmental roles serves to
validate President Denis Sassou Nguesso’s
"Green Vision" as a global moral imperative.
This narrative seeks to frame the Congo as an
indispensable actor in the global climate
crisis, positioning its diplomatie climatique
as a primary export to secure international
standing and financial inflows from emerging
carbon markets. The state is actively merging
its national identity with environmental
stewardship, portraying its leadership as a

vanguard against global ecological collapse by
the DGHU.

Domestically, the government is pursuing a
strategy of "ZAP" (Protected Agricultural
Zones) to industrialize the countryside and
stem urban migration. While these projects
are heralded as revolutionary for food
sovereignty and youth employment, they
appear heavily dependent on centralized state
support and imported technical expertise from
partners such as India. Concurrent reports of
critical infrastructure failures at the Diri
electrical substation reveal a significant delta
between the state's high-tech environmental
aspirations and its ability to maintain basic
utility stability for its urban populations,
necessitating complex manual grid
management to prevent widespread blackouts
ilize the grid.

Socially, the regime is leveraging
philanthropic and "solidarity" events, such as
the First Lady's meal distribution records, to
reinforce a sense of national cohesion and
paternalistic care. These activities are
increasingly intertwined with the military’s
public image, particularly during the 65th
anniversary celebrations. The  external
posture remains focused on strengthening ties
with regional partners like Morocco and
Benin, while carefully managing the
destabilizing effects of conflict and
displacement from neighboring DRC and CAR,
particularly in the Likuala region which faces
a poverty rate of 25% despite its natural

potential poverty estimated at 25%.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS State-Led Solidarity and Record-Breaking

Philanthropy

Institutionalization of "Green Diplomacy"
successfully prepared and distributed

* Writer-researcher Michel Innocent Peya 25,529 hot meals in 24 hours, an attempt to

Expansion of the
Model

was officially elevated to the rank of
"Defender of the Environment" by the
DGHU, linking his intellectual work directly
to the President’s ecological vision by the
declaration.

Peya’s new book, "Alerte Verte," critiques
the global imbalance between military
spending and climate action, framing
environmental neglect as a man-made
disaster comparable to pandemics

replacer l'urgence climatique.

The government is positioning the Congo
Basin as the "second ecological lung of the
planet," seeking to monetize this status
through carbon credits and international

climate finance in the Congo Basin.

"ZAP" Agricultural

* The Ministry of Agriculture is supervising
large-scale maize harvests in Ngoko and
other districts, presenting the ZAP model
as a deterrent to rural exodus to combat
rural exodus.

Presidential directives are aiming to
transform all 86 districts into specialized
agricultural poles to drive local economic
growth and reduce dependence on food

imports 86 districts dans le pays.

Training programs involve international
collaboration, particularly with Indian
experts, to modernize agricultural

techniques and surveillance of plant pests

numerical surveillance of pests.

break the Guinness World Record and

demonstrate national unity breaking a
record.

The First Lady, Antoinette Sassou Nguesso,
continues to lead high-profile HIV/AIDS
awareness and maternal health initiatives,
linking social welfare to the military's 65th-
anniversary celebrations maternal and
neonatal mortality.

Civil society organizations from Congo and
Benin are formalizing partnerships to share
"good governance" models and

professionalize local NGOs strengthened in
Cotonou.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Climate & Extreme Weather

High emphasis on the Congo Basin as a
global stabilizer; government officials are
pushing for a "Green Economy" that
integrates environmental protection with
carbon credit monetization for the Congo
Basin.

New national strategies (2026-2031) are
being drafted to  tool Congolese
organizations for future environmental
challenges and disaster risk reduction

Joption d'un ol
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Critical Infrastructure Security

» Technical reports reveal severe fragility in

the Diri electrical substation, where a
primary 70 MVA transformer is non-
functional, forcing technicians to use
manual "couplings" to balance the grid
transformer 70 MVA.

* Rural development in the Likuala region is
hampered by chronic isolation and a lack of
reliable transport, despite its significant
natural potential enclavement du territoire.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

* Morocco is emerging as a critical strategic
partner, with agreements on forestry
management and employment training,
signaling a shift toward intra-African
alliances cooperation on forestry.

* The Congo is actively participating in
Francophonie leadership discussions,
positioning itself for influence in the
2027-2030 OIF mandate Francophonie
leadership.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* The government is implementing a new
certified electronic invoicing system (SEFC)
to reduce VAT fraud and expand the tax
base lutte contre la fraude.

* A push for "Made in Congo" manufacturing
is highlighted through female-led cosmetic
and household product factories, though
these still rely on some imported packaging
fabriqué n

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The 65th anniversary of the Armed Forces
was celebrated with military parades and
sports competitions,
"endurance and  operationality" 65e

nniversair for rmeé

emphasizing

e Official discourse increasingly links
national defense to institutional protection
and social stability during the current

presidential term défense des institutions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Green Vision as State Ideology

The administration is successfully rebranding
the Republic of the Congo as an "Ecological
State." By elevating figures like Michel
Innocent Peya, the government is creating an
intellectual foundation that equates
presidential policy with universal morality.
This theme suggests that the protection of the
Congo Basin is not just a policy but a
national survival strategy that grants the
state global relevance. The
positioning of environmental protection as a
"preventive treatment" for humanity reflects a
highly sophisticated form of soft power
projection designed to attract international

finance soigne les humains.

narrative

Centralization of Rural Economic Life

The "ZAP" model represents a return to state-
directed agricultural industrialization. By
aiming to turn all 86 districts into agricultural
poles, the government is attempting to
manage the demographic crisis of rural-urban
migration. However, the
centralized "technicians" and "directors" to
manage these zones suggests that local
economic autonomy remains limited. The
ZAPs appear to be as much a population
fixation tool as they are an economic
initiative, aiming to keep youth in the
provinces through state-provided
infrastructure and basic inputs fixer les

populations.

reliance on
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Fragility Beneath the Record-Breaking
Facade

There is a stark contrast between the
government’s pursuit of symbolic milestones—
like Guinness World Records and international
environmental awards—and the reported
technical realities of the power grid. The
detailed discussion of transformer failures and
manual electrical load balancing highlights
that the nation’s basic services are on a
knife-edge. This suggests that while the state
projects an image of progress and solidarity,
its core infrastructure is struggling to keep
pace with the demands of urban growth and
industrialization renforcer ces ici comme au
transformateur.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The domestic environment is characterized by
a strong emphasis on elite loyalty and the
central role of President Sassou Nguesso.
Promotions and honors, such as Peya's
elevation, are framed as rewards for aligning
intellectual output with the "President's
Vision." This suggests a tightly controlled
political environment where advancement is
contingent upon state-approved narratives.
The First Lady’s prominent role in social
welfare also serves to soften the government’s
image, bridging the gap between state power
and vulnerable populations Antoinette
Sasungesso s'est pleinement investi.

Institutional decay is hinted at in the Likuala
region, where poverty and unemployment
(estimated at 25%) persist despite the state's
natural resource wealth. The report on the
electrical grid further suggests that
institutional capacity in utility management is
strained, requiring highly specialized manual
intervention to prevent systemic failure. The

government’s move to implement electronic
invoicing (SEFC) indicates a desperate need
to capture more revenue to fund these

struggling systems élargir son assiette fiscale.

* Rural Discontent Risk: The state is
betting heavily on the ZAP model to
appease rural youth. If these zones fail to
deliver sustainable incomes, the ‘"rural
exodus" could accelerate, further straining
urban infrastructure.

Pressure: Local
report significant

* Administrative

entrepreneurs

administrative and regulatory hurdles,

which could stifle the domestic

manufacturing push heralded by state

media goulot de trenglement a...
ministratif.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Congo frames the outside world as a
landscape of both catastrophic
environmental risk and strategic economic
opportunity. The state projects a posture of
"Diplomatie Climatique," positioning itself as
a leader for the Global South in the fight
against climate change. This is evidenced by
the lobbying at the OIF and the focus on the
Congo Basin at UNESCO. The external world
is portrayed as a source of investment (via
carbon credits) but also a source of threats
(via pandemics and the "illusion of military
shields") l'illusion du bouclier de fer.

Strategic alliances are shifting toward
regional partners who offer technical and
economic synergies. Morocco is a key focus,
particularly in the forestry sector, while Benin
is used as a model for civil society
professionalization. This suggests an effort to
build intra-African resilience that is less

dependent on traditional Western donors,
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even as the state continues to court global

climate finance coopération entre les deux
pays.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Congolese economy is attempting a pivot
toward "Green Growth" and agricultural self-
sufficiency to mitigate the risks of global price
fluctuations and food insecurity. The focus on
carbon credits and domestic maize production
at scale reflects a desire to diversify away
from purely extractive oil-based revenues,
though the energy sector remains the primary
engine for GDP growth.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Carbon Markets: Identification of the
Congo Basin as a virtual marketplace for
carbon offset buyers, with a push for "high-
integrity" credits marché carbone c'est

nc une pl virtuelle.

e Agricultural Output: Massive maize
harvests in ZAP zones; targets for all 86
districts to become economic poles

r ion de mais.

* Energy Production: Perenko’s oil
production reaching 9,000 barrels per day;
grid instability remains a critical risk to

industrial growth 9000 barils.

* Fiscal Reform: Implementation of the
SEFC (Electronic Invoicing) system to
combat VAT fraud and modernize the

business climate facturisation électronique

* Youth Unemployment: Stated as a major
challenge in regions like Likuala, with

state-led ZAPs and "Lux Service"
manufacturing promoted as primary
solutions chomage des jeunes et des
femmes.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Key leadership movements reflect a
consolidation of the President’s inner circle
and the promotion of loyal technocrats to
manage new economic and environmental
portfolios.

* Michel Innocent Peya: Elevated to
"Defender of the Environment," cementing
his status as a key intellectual voice for the
regime's international green posture

défenseur l'environnement.

* Nadia El Berak: New Ambassador of
Morocco to Congo, signaling a proactive
phase in bilateral relations focused on
forestry and employment nouvelle

ambassadrice du Royaume du Maroc.

* David Arnaud Boris Zamvula: Appointed
as the new sub-prefect of Gamboma, tasked
with overseeing the critical agricultural
and transit hub nouveau sous-préfet
nomme.

* Juste Désiré Mandélé: Resigned as
Secretary General of Club 2002, marking a
shift in the political party's internal
dynamics ahead of its next congress
démission ce jour.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial hierarchy of TeleCongo is strictly
aligned with state interests, emphasizing
national wunity, presidential vision, and
international prestige. The "Lead Stories"
are consistently those that portray the Congo
as a global leader in environment (Peya’s
award) or social solidarity (the meal record).
These stories are given extensive airtime and
celebratory framing. "Buried Stories" include
the technical details of the Diri electrical
failures and the poverty statistics in Likuala,
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which are presented as technical or regional
challenges rather than systemic failures. The
emotional tone is reassuring and nationalistic,
designed to foster pride in Congolese "genius"
while minimizing internal vulnerabilities.
There is a conspicuous omission of any critical
voices or alternative economic perspectives,
with all reports reinforcing the necessity of
the President’s central role.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts frame the international arena
as a site of moral conflict where the Congo
stands as a principled guardian of the planet’s
future. Regional neighbors are often
portrayed through the lens of their instability
and the burden they place on the Congolese
state.

COUNTRIES

* Republic of the Congo: Portrayed as a
"Green Power" and a bastion of stability. "le
Congo a été aussi la pointe avancée la lutte
contre l'apartate et c'était c¢a le
panafricanisme" panafricanisme.

* Morocco: A reliable and advanced
strategic partner. "nos relations sont d'une
exemplarité aujourd'hui" d'une

* DRC & CAR: Frame as sources of
instability and refugee pressure.
"l'augmentation rapide la population due a
l'accueil, croissant des réfugiés la RDC et la

République centr-africaine" réfugiés Ila
RDC.

LEADERS

* Denis Sassou Nguesso: The omnipresent
visionary. "un homme des actions
concretes... source d'inspiration majeure"

* Antoinette Sassou Nguesso: The
compassionate mother of the nation. "le
réconfort moral... soutien sans faille aux
personnes vulnérables" réconfort moral.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* DGHU/UNESCO: Framed as external
validating bodies that certify the regime's
moral and environmental leadership.

* Lux Service: Represented as a model for
domestic industrialization and female

entrepreneurship marque Kadib fabriqué
en République du Congo.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The media landscape is characterized by
narrative seeding regarding the "Green
Economy." The government is successfully
saturating the information environment with
the idea that carbon credits are a guaranteed
windfall that justifies current environmental
policies. The delta between state rhetoric and
technical reality is most visible in the
reporting on electricity; the state media
frames the maintenance of a failing grid as a
triumph of technical ingenuity rather than an
indicator of long-term infrastructure neglect.
The "Solidarity Meal" serves as a powerful
psychological operation to distract from
economic pressures through the lens of
national pride and record-breaking
achievement.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260702_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260702_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260702_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260702_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260702_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260702_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260702_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260702_050000

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Climate Finance Reliance: The Congo
will likely increase its diplomatic pressure
on Western nations to finalize carbon credit
frameworks, as its domestic economic plans
(like ZAPs) appear to require significant

sustained capital pour avoir acces...
r rces lié marché carbone.

Potential Infrastructure Crisis: The
power grid in Brazzaville is at high risk of a
catastrophic failure if the 70 MVA
transformer is not replaced, potentially
leading to wurban unrest if prolonged
blackouts occur during a heatwave un
of homopolaire c' n cabl i
fauché.

Regional Tensions: The influx of refugees
in Likuala will likely lead to increased
demands for international aid, which the
government will link to its environmental
role as a "global steward" to maximize
leverage.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a victory
lap in state media regarding the "Solidarity
Meal" record, coupled with increased military
visibility = following the 65th-anniversary
events. Watch for immediate fallout from the
Club 2002 resignation démission ce jour.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The

government will push for the formalization of
new ZAPs in every district, likely seeking
foreign technical partners (India/Morocco) to
provide the necessary agricultural inputs 86

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural shifts
toward a "Green Hub" identity will culminate

in the 2026-2031 strategic plan, which aims to
make the Congo Basin central to global
carbon markets, potentially providing the
regime with long-term financial stability

adoption d'un plan stratégique 2026-2031.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The Congo faces a complex risk environment
where high-level diplomatic posturing masks
deep technical and demographic fragilities.

* Systemic Grid Failure: The Diri
substation is operating under extreme
manual stress. Triggers: Transformer
overload, equipment aging, or a sudden
surge in industrial demand. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Severe urban disruption and
economic loss. Mitigations: Immediate
capital investment in THT (Very High
Tension) infrastructure poste THT de mon
le ministre.

* Rural Demographic Collapse: High
poverty in peripheral regions like Likuala.
Triggers: Failure of the ZAP harvests or a
lack of market access for rural goods.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Acceleration of urban sprawl and slums in
Brazzaville. Mitigations: Completion of
transit infrastructure like the Likuala
transport links enclavement du territoire.

* Refugee-Induced Social Tensions: Rapid
population growth due to RDC/CAR
conflict. Triggers: Escalation of regional
border conflicts or a sudden cut in
international humanitarian aid.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Strained local
resources and potential local unrest in the
north. Mitigations: International "Green"
leverage to secure humanitarian funding.
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* Carbon Market Volatility: The economy
is pinning hopes on carbon credits.
Triggers: A global collapse in carbon
pricing or failure to meet "high-integrity"

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* "Greenwashing" for Oil Expansion: The

certification standards. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Massive budget
shortfall for ZAP and infrastructure
projects. Mitigations: Diversification into
intra-African trade through the Moroccan
partnership.

Political Succession Positioning: Elite
maneuvering around "visionary" roles.
Triggers: Changes in health status of key
leadership or factional split in Club 2002.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Policy
paralysis or internal party instability.
Mitigations: Continued promotion of the
First Lady’s foundations as a unifying force.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e The transcripts mention Perenko’s oil
production but omit the long-term
sustainability and environmental impact of
oil extraction versus the "Green Vision."

There is a lack of transparency regarding
the actual funding sources and debt levels
associated with the ZAP agricultural
industrialization projects.

The voice of the political opposition is
entirely absent, leaving a gap in the
assessment of domestic political stability
and public satisfaction direction politique
nationale.

The actual effectiveness of carbon credits
in reaching local communities in the Congo
Basin remains unverified state rhetoric.

aggressive "Green Diplomacy" may be a

sophisticated cover designed to distract

international environmental bodies while

the state continues to expand traditional oil

production with partners like Perenko 9000
rils.

ZAPs as Social Control: The "Agricultural
Poles" could be interpreted not as economic
drivers, but as a method for the central
government to exert control over the rural
population by making them entirely
dependent on state inputs and
"technicians" istri 0l
agricole.

Black Swan Event: A major regional
health  crisis involving a  climate-
exacerbated mutation of a local pathogen
could collapse the state’s healthcare focus
and undermine the "Green Vision" as a
form of "preventive medicine" soigne les
humains.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

e Prioritize the stabilization of the Diri

electrical substation to prevent urban
instability and secure the nascent
manufacturing sector.

* Leverage the Moroccan partnership to

build a technical workforce capable of
managing carbon credit accounting
independently of Western intermediaries.
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e Develop a more robust disaster * HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

management framework in Likuala that °c DGHU Declaration: The formal
addresses both poverty and refugee ceremony elevating Michel Innocent
integration pauvreté estimée a 25 %. Peya to an international environmental
post declaration universelle des droits
For Private Sector/Investors: I'humanité.

o Pointe-Noire Administrative Session:
The 11th session of the local council
debating 11 municipal affairs, including
market stall attribution and transport
card production lle  session

ministrative.

 Significant opportunities exist in the carbon
credit sector, but investors must perform
deep due diligence on the "high-integrity"
claims made by state entities.

e Agricultural technology and "numerical

surveillance" tools have a growing market
in the expansion of ZAPs across the 86

districts  surveillance. numérique des KEY STORIES

* Risks in manufacturing remain high due to

* Elevation of Michel Innocent Peya:

. . . . Researcher named "Defender of
power grid fragility and administrative . . o .
B " . . Environment" for his "Green Vision" and
bottlenecks," requiring investors to secure ) , o L.
literary work cérémoni rouille.

independent energy solutions achat du
gasoil et faire alimenter le générateur.

Solidarity Meal Record: Preparation of
25,529 meals in 24 hours to break the

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP Guinness World Record nombre officiel de

r réparé.
Legislative activity is focused on fiscal * ZAP Ngoko Maize Harvest: Minister of
modernization and the codification of national Agriculture supervises massive maize
environmental strategies. The government is harvest, heralding ZAP as the future of
aggressively moving to digitize tax collection rural economy supervision l'enlevement du
and plant health monitoring. mais.

* Diri Substation Crisis: Technical report
on transformer failures and the necessity of
manual grid management transformateur

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o SEFC (System of Certified Electronic

Invoicing): A new regulation designed 60 MV l
to fight VAT fraud and expand the ' .
national tax base lutter contre la fraude * Morocco-Congo Cooperation: New

Moroccan ambassador meets with forestry
and employment ministers to formalize

projects renforcement la coopération.
Likuala Development Paradox: A region

with high natural potential faces 25%
ion n lan ratégiqu poverty and heavy refugee influxes

2026-2031. paradoxe du département.

ala TVA.

o National Strategic Plan 2026-2031: A
proposed framework to tool Congolese
NGOs for environmental and social
challenges over the next five years
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* 65th Armed Forces Anniversary: Military
parade and sports competitions in
Brazzaville under the theme of "Endurance"
65e anniversaire des forces armées.

* Lux Service Manufacturing: Interview
with Kady Bongo on the first Congolese
factory for cosmetics and cleaning products

premiere femme congolaise a avoir
implanté ici méme.

* SEFC Electronic Invoicing Launch:
Government cadre explains the move to
electronic VAT tracking to modernize fiscal
space facturisation électronique certifié.
Francophonie Leadership Race: Congo
participates in session at UNESCO to
prepare for OIF elections conférence

ministérielle de la francophonie.

* Carbon Credit Forum: Consultation at
Brazzaville focused on regional carbon
markets and high-integrity credits marché

carbone et méme la finance climatique.

Wildlife Relocation at Entabeni: Capture

and release of crocodiles and oryx

antelopes in a deep-dive nature report
r r il

Club 2002 Resignation: Secretary

General Mandélé resigns, signaling party

internal shifts démission ce jour 2 juillet
2026.

* Pointe-Noire Council Session:
Administrative review of 11 municipal
projects, including transport vehicle taxes

* Mental Health in Sports: Discussion on
Sadio Mané and the role of health in
athletic preparation Carnet de santé.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend

analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

nnouncing-our-
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