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POLAND SCRAMBLES FIGHTER JETS

AMID RUSSIAN HYPERSONIC

ESCALATION AND DOMESTIC

INSTITUTIONAL DECAY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July  2,  2026,  was  defined  by  a  critical

intersection of existential external threats and

systemic domestic institutional crises. The day

began with a massive Russian aerial  assault

on  Kyiv  using  Cyrkon hypersonic missiles

and  tactical  drones,  forcing  Poland  to

scramble  allied  fighter  jets to  protect  its

airspace. This escalation coincided with high-

level  diplomatic  maneuvers  in  Washington,

where  US Secretary  of  State  Marco Rubio

signaled a permanent US military presence

in Poland and backed the nation’s entry into

the  G20,  positioning  Poland  as  a  primary

strategic anchor for NATO in Eastern Europe.

Domestically, the government faced a wave of

public outrage following a ghastly scandal at

Warsaw’s  Southern  Hospital  (Szpital

Południowy),  involving  the  desecration  of

corpses,  illegal  commercial  use of  mortuary

facilities,  and  systemic  corruption.  This

institutional rot was further exacerbated by a

climate-driven  catastrophe,  as  a  record-

breaking  heatwave  transitioned  into  violent

storms  that  devastated  agricultural  output

and resulted in multiple fatalities, including a

14-year-old girl killed in a farming accident.

The executive branch remained in a state of

gridlock,  with  President  Karol  Nawrocki

issuing vetoes on key education and student

rights legislation, deepening the rift between

the  presidency  and  the  Tusk-led  coalition

government.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Hypersonic Aerial War: Russia launched

one of the most sophisticated attacks of the

year on Kyiv,  utilizing 496 drones and 70

missiles,  including  hypersonic  Cyrkon

units,  targeting civilian infrastructure and

residential  blocks.  This  forced  a  regional

air  defense  response,  with  Poland

deploying  Dutch  and  French  allied  jets

alongside  its  own  to  secure  the  border

zone.

The  Southern  Hospital  Mortuary

Scandal: Investigations  revealed  that  the

mortuary  at  Warsaw's  Southern  Hospital

was  operating  as  an  illegal  funeral

business,  where  bodies  were  allegedly

desecrated,  used  for  commercial  filming

without  consent,  and  stored  in  inhumane

conditions.  The  mortuary  coordinator  was

fired immediately as prosecutors launched

a  wide-ranging  probe  into  "corpse

business" racketeering.

Strategic  US-Poland  Alignment: In  a

significant geopolitical  shift,  US Secretary

of State Marco Rubio held talks with Polish

officials, confirming a green light from the

White  House for  permanent  US  bases  in

Poland,  shifting  from  a  rotational  to  a

permanent deployment model.
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Counter-Intelligence  Success: Polish

internal security services (ABW) arrested a

19-year-old  Belarusian and  a  44-year-

old Pole for allegedly conducting sabotage

operations and espionage on behalf of the

Lukashenko  regime,  targeting  strategic

logistics sites.

Legislative  Obstructionism: President

Karol Nawrocki vetoed the Student Rights

Act and education reforms, characterizing

them  as  a  move  toward  "school

prosecutors" and  increased  bureaucracy,

while the government decried the move as

a return to "PRL-era" educational darkness.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

conflict  in  Ukraine  has  reached  a  high-

intensity  phase where hypersonic weapons

are  being  normalized.  Poland's  response—

scrambling  jets  and  pushing  for  permanent

bases—indicates  a  transition  toward  a

permanent  wartime  footing for  the  Polish

Armed Forces.

Climate  &  Extreme  Weather: Poland  is

experiencing  a  deadly  biometeorological

cycle. Temperatures exceeding 40°C in some

regions  have  triggered  hospitalizations  and

crop failures,  followed by "supercell"  storms

that  have  caused  extensive  infrastructure

damage and loss of life in rural communities.

Diplomacy  &  Statecraft: The  Polish-

Ukrainian  relationship  is  showing  signs  of

historical friction, specifically regarding the

role of the UPA (Ukrainian Insurgent Army). A

recent poll showed that 33% of Poles believe

their  attitude  toward  Ukrainians  has

worsened,  primarily  due  to  disputes  over

historical memory and military honors.

Global Health & Biosecurity: The Southern

Hospital scandal and the debate over the "Lex

Szarlatan" (anti-pseudomedicine) bill highlight

a governance crisis  in  health  oversight.  The

failure to regulate mortuary services points to

a  collapse  in  institutional  ethics  and

monitoring.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The

friction between the Presidential  Palace and

the Prime Minister’s  Chancellery has moved

from  policy  disagreement  to  institutional

sabotage. The President’s use of the veto on

minor administrative bills suggests a strategy

of total legislative paralysis.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Institutional  De-humanization: The

Southern Hospital  scandal is not an isolated

incident of  corruption but a symptom of the

commercialization of  death.  The  reported

"corpse  business,"  where  mortuary  staff

charged  grieving  families  for  "cosmetic

procedures"  while  desecrating  remains,

indicates a profound breakdown in the social

contract and medical ethics that may lead to a

wider loss of trust in the national healthcare

system (NFZ).

The  New  Iron  Curtain: The  shift  from

rotational  to  permanent  US  troop

deployments represents the finalization of a

new security  architecture in  Europe.  The

branding  of  Poland  as  a  "model  ally"  by

Secretary Rubio suggests that Poland is being

groomed as the primary strategic alternative

to  traditional  Western  European  anchors,

carrying  both  massive  defense  budget

implications and heightened risk as a Russian

target.
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Climate-Labor  Conflict: As  extreme  heat

becomes a recurring threat, a new legislative

front is opening regarding mandatory work

stoppages.  Proposals  to  halt  labor  at  35°C

indoors  and  32°C  outdoors  are  meeting

resistance from the private sector, creating a

new  regulatory  risk  for  Polish  industry and

agriculture.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Poland is suffering from elite infighting that

is increasingly constraining the state’s ability

to  respond to  crises.  The President’s  vetoes

are  being  framed  by  the  government  as

"throwing  logs  under  the  feet"  of  a

democratically  elected  parliament,  while  the

President  frames  the  government  as

promoting  "bureaucratic  overreach." This

polarization is filtering down to the public, as

seen  in  the  shifting  sentiment  toward

Ukrainian  refugees  and  the  anger  over

healthcare  scandals.  The  arrest  of  a  Polish

national for Belarusian-led sabotage indicates

that  domestic  vulnerabilities are  being

actively  exploited  by  foreign  intelligence

services to foment social unrest.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Poland is aggressively projecting power within

the  Atlanticist  framework,  seeking  to

weaponize its status as a "frontline state" to

secure  economic  and  military  concessions.

The  push  for  G20  membership is  the

centerpiece  of  this  strategy,  aiming  to

translate  military  necessity  into  global

economic influence. However, this is tempered

by  geopolitical  isolation from  some  EU

partners who view Poland’s bilateral military

focus  on  Washington  with  skepticism.  The

framing  of  Russia  as  a  "terrorist  state"

remains  the  central  pillar  of  Polish  foreign

policy,  effectively  eliminating  any  diplomatic

pathway to de-escalation in the near term.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Polish  economy  is  showing  signs  of

stabilizing  inflation  at  2.5%,  but  this  is

threatened  by  exogenous  shocks  in  the

agricultural  and energy sectors.  The NFZ is

facing billions in additional funding needs

despite the ongoing healthcare scandals. The

transition toward a "Green Deal" is being met

with  political  hostility,  with  Jarosław

Kaczyński  and  other  figures  labeling  it  a

threat to Polish sovereignty.

Inflation Benchmark: Current inflation is

reported  at  2.5%,  lower  than  analysts'

expectations,  providing  some  relief  for

monetary policy in the short term.

Agricultural Devastation: Violent storms

have led to a 100% loss in some corn and

potato  fields,  with  damage  to  the  cherry

and raspberry sectors estimated in the tens

of thousands of zlotys per hectare.

Energy  Sector  Risk: The  government

continues  to  debate  the  cost  of  "de-

carbonization," with critics arguing that the

EU's "Green Deal"  is  an ideological  whim

that threatens national energy security.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel  shifts  today  indicate  a  purge  of

lower-level officials to mitigate larger political
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damage  from  scandals,  alongside  major

promotions in the labor and security sectors.

The  Southern  Hospital  Mortuary

Coordinator: Terminated with immediate

effect for gross employee misconduct and

potential  criminal  desecration  of  bodies

following media exposure.

Janusz  Krasoń: Appointed  as  the  new

Chief  Inspector  of  Labor (PIP),  tasked

with  managing  the  controversial  new

regulations  on  heatwave  labor  safety

starting July 8.

Karol Nawrocki (President): Successfully

blocked  two  major  government  bills,

asserting  executive  dominance over  the

domestic  legislative  agenda  through  the

veto power.

Wladyslaw  Lupaszko: Appointed  as  the

new coach  of  Lechia  Gdańsk,  though  the

club faces a transfer ban due to financial

arrears imposed by the PZPN.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  broadcast  maintained  a  fear-inducing

and  nationalistic tone,  heavily  prioritizing

the  Russian  hypersonic  threat  and  the

scramble  of  allied  jets  to  foster  a  sense  of

national unity. The Southern Hospital scandal

was  treated  with  sensationalist  outrage,

likely  to  distract  from  broader  healthcare

funding failures. The Presidential vetoes were

framed through the lens  of  partisan conflict

rather  than  constitutional  merit.

Conspicuous  Omissions include  any

detailed reporting on the specific costs of the

permanent  US  bases  or  the  long-term

economic  impact  of  the  G20  entry

requirements on the Polish middle class.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  international  system is  portrayed  as  an

anarchic  arena where  only  hard  military

power and bilateral alliances with Washington

ensure survival. Russia is framed as a chaotic

and corrupt aggressor, while the US is the

principled and competent protector.

Russia: Characterized as a "terrorist state"

that targets children and the elderly with

hypersonic  weapons.  Framed  as  a  foe

that  "only  understands  the  language  of

force" and is losing the "proxy war" against

the West.

USA: Portrayed  as  a  steadfast  friend,

specifically  through  the  figure  of  Marco

Rubio,  who is  seen as  a  key architect  of

Polish security sovereignty.

Ukraine: A complex portrayal—a victim of

aggression  but  a  difficult  partner  in

historical  and  economic  terms,

particularly regarding agricultural imports

and the UPA legacy.

Belarus: Framed as a puppet inept state

and  a  source  of  active  sabotage  threats

within  Polish  borders  via  the  Lukashenko

regime.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Climate  Skepticism  Narratives: High-

profile figures like Marianna Schreiber and

Jarosław  Kaczyński  have  been  featured

questioning  the  human  impact  on

climate,  characterizing  scientific

consensus  as  "hysteria"  and  "cherry

picking" to delegitimize EU green policies.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260702_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260702_232800_Pytanie_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260702_203000_Program_informacyjny
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260702_201000_Oko_na_swiat
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260702_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260702_153500_Panorama
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260702_153500_Panorama
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260702_013900_Filmy_dokumentalne_TVP_Info


Espionage Psy-Ops: The publicizing of the

sabotage  arrests  serves  as  a  narrative

seed to increase public vigilance but also

to justify more intrusive security measures

against foreign nationals under the guise of

national defense.

The  UPA  Polemic: Information  is  being

weaponized  to  create  a  "delta"  between

military  cooperation  and  historical

reconciliation, effectively slowing Ukraine's

integration into  Polish  social  and political

structures.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Permanent  Base  Formalization: Within

six months,  the White House and Warsaw

will  likely sign a foundational treaty for

"Fort Poland," leading to a massive increase

in local military infrastructure and regional

economic booms in host cities.

Healthcare  System  Collapse: The

Southern  Hospital  scandal  is  likely  to

trigger  a  mass  resignation  of  hospital

managers and a crisis of confidence that

could  force  the  government  to  implement

drastic  structural  centralization of  the

mortuary and emergency sectors.

Climate Labor Unrest: The new heatwave

labor  laws  will  lead  to  legal  challenges

from  trade  unions and  employer

federations,  potentially  resulting  in

"wildcat"  strikes  in  the  construction  and

logistics sectors during the August peak.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect increased

border tensions and air defense drills.  The

public funeral for the 14-year-old farm victim

will  likely  become  a  focal  point  for  anti-

heatwave and anti-government protests.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  G20

entry  process will  require  Poland  to

harmonize  fiscal  policies,  leading  to  a

tightening of the national budget despite

the 2027 election cycle.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The permanent US

presence  will  irrevocably  alter  the  EU's

power balance, potentially leading to a "Two-

Speed Europe" where the Eastern Flank forms

a  distinct  military-strategic  bloc largely

independent of Paris and Berlin.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Russian Hypersonic Airspace Violation:

Risks  of  a  Russian  Cyrkon  missile

accidentally or intentionally striking Polish

territory.  Triggers:  Escalation  in  Western

Ukraine  or  miscalculation  in  Kyiv  strikes.

Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Catastrophic

(Article  5  scenario).  Mitigations:

SCRAMBLE  procedures  and  allied  jet

patrols.

Critical  Infrastructure  Sabotage:

Sabotage  of  Polish  rail  and  energy

networks  by  foreign  agents.  Triggers:

Increased  Belarusian/Russian  espionage

presence. Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe

(Disruption  of  military  aid  to  Ukraine).

Mitigations:  ABW  arrests and  enhanced

monitoring of strategic sites.

Social  Unrest  from  Healthcare  Rot:

Public  riots  or  mass  civil  disobedience

following  further  hospital  scandals.

Triggers:  Release  of  further  photographic

evidence  from  Southern  Hospital.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  High

(Institutional  paralysis).  Mitigations:

Prosecutorial  transparency and

immediate firing of culpable officials.
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Agricultural  Collapse: Total  loss  of  the

2026  harvest  due  to  extreme  weather.

Triggers:  Continued  drought  followed  by

hailstorms.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Severe  (Food  price  spikes  and  farm

bankruptcies).  Mitigations:  Emergency

state  subsidies and  climate  adaptation

funds.

Legislative Gridlock: Total  failure of the

government  to  pass  essential  safety  and

security  laws  due  to  Presidential  vetoes.

Triggers:  Presidential  2027  election

campaigning.  Likelihood:  Certain.  Impact:

Moderate  to  High  (State  incapacity).

Mitigations:  Political  compromise or

constitutional court challenges.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

US  Secretary  of  State  Marco  Rubio’s

Status: The transcripts  refer  to  Rubio  as

SecState and Karrol Nawrocki as President.

This  implies  a  significant  shift  in  US and

Polish leadership that is taken as a given

in the broadcast but not explained for the

viewer.

Economic  Cost  of  Permanent  Basing:

While  "Fort  Poland"  is  celebrated,  the

financial  burden-sharing agreement  is

completely absent from the reporting.

Refugee Integration Costs: The negative

poll  results  regarding  Ukrainians  are

mentioned, but the long-term fiscal plan

for integration is ignored.

Southern  Hospital  Factionalism: It  is

unclear  if  the  mortuary  coordinator  had

political backing or if this was a systemic

failure of the hospital’s board.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Strategic  De-escalation  Cover: The

massive Russian hypersonic strike on Kyiv

and  the  subsequent  Polish  scrambling  of

jets  may  actually  be  a  prelude  to  a

negotiated  freeze.  The  framing  of  the

"proxy war" as unwinnable for Russia might

be  a  way  to  prepare  the  public  for  a

demilitarized buffer zone proposal.

Institutional Rebirth through Scandal:

The Southern Hospital horror may be being

weaponized by the government to force

a  total  nationalization  of  private-sector

healthcare providers, using the scandal as

a  pretext  to  dismantle  local  health

autonomies.

Black  Swan  Event: A  Russian  missile

fragment  hits  a  Polish  energy  substation,

triggering a nationwide blackout during a

40°C  heatwave,  leading  to  thousands  of

deaths and an immediate collapse of the

government mandate.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Formalize  the  permanent  US  base

agreement before  the  2027  US  election

cycle  to  ensure  long-term  security

commitments.

Implement  independent,  third-party

audits of all national hospital mortuaries to

prevent  a  total  collapse of  public  trust  in

the NFZ.

Establish  a  National  Climate  Labor

Council to  standardize  heatwave  work

regulations before the next summer peak.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Diversification: Anticipate

increased  sabotage  risk in  Eastern

Poland; harden logistics hubs and invest in

private security for critical transport.

Agricultural  Hedging: Commodities

investors  should  hedge  against  a  Polish

corn and potato shortage in the Q3 2026

market.

Regulatory  Compliance: Prepare  for

stringent  new  heat-related  labor  laws

starting  July  8,  which  will  impact

operational costs in �নি�র্মাণ and agriculture.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Sejm is currently a battleground for labor

safety,  educational  reform,  and  medical

regulation, with the executive branch using its

veto power as a primary instrument of policy.

Major  sessions  today  focused  on  Lex

Szarlatan and the aftermath of  Presidential

vetoes.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Lex Szarlatan: Aimed at cracking down

on  pseudomedicine  and  fraudulent

health  claims;  undergoing  a  second

reading  in  the  Sejm  to  empower  the

health ombudsman.

Student  Rights  Act: Vetoed  by

President Nawrocki; intended to create a

national Student Rights Ombudsman and

standardize school regulations.

Heatwave  Labor  Safety  Act: New

regulations  effective  July  8 allowing

labor  inspectors  to  halt  work  in

temperatures over 35°C.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Washington  Security  Briefing:

Secretary  of  State  Marco  Rubio  and

Polish officials discussed the permanent

base transition.

Prosecutorial  Briefing  on  Southern

Hospital: Detailed the investigation into

body  desecration and  illegal  mortuary

fees.

KEY STORIES

Russian Cyrkon Strike on Kyiv: Over 500

aerial  units  used  in  a  zmasowany  atak

(massive attack) on residential and civilian

targets, forcing 52,000 citizens into metro

shelters during the night of July 2.

Polish  Fighter  Jet  Scramble: Allied

Dutch and French jets deployed in response

to  the  Russian  missile  wave,  securing

Eastern Flank airspace.

Southern  Hospital  "Corpse  Business":

Mortuary staff accused of running a mafia-

style extortion racket, charging for body

releases and using corpses for commercial

filming.

Death of a 14-year-old in Kików: A girl

was crushed by a tractor during field work

in the Busko-Zdrój region during a severe

heatwave.

Arrest  of  Sabotage  Cell: ABW detained

individuals  working  for  Belarusian

intelligence who were targeting strategic

infrastructure  in  Lubelszczyzna  and  Śląsk

with explosives and cameras.

Marco  Rubio's  SecState  Declaration:

The  US  signaled  full  support  for  a

permanent  military  presence in  Poland,

citing Poland as a "model ally."
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Agricultural  Catastrophe  in  Świniec:

Violent storms wiped out 100% of crops in

parts of Wielkopolska, leading to a national

emergency call for farmers.

Presidential  Vetoes  on  Education:

President  Nawrocki  blocked  the  Student

Rights  Act,  arguing  it  would  create

"school  prosecutors"  and  antagonize

teachers.

G20 Accession Talks: Poland received an

official US invitation to the G20, citing the

nation's  zaradność  (resourcefulness)  and

military spending.

Heatwave  Labor  Crisis: Public  debate

erupted over mandatory work stoppages

at 35°C as Poland faced one of the hottest

Julys on record.

Szymon  Marciniak  Referee  Scandal:

Claims  that  Poland  supported  Russian

aggression led  to  protests  against  the

Polish referee,  though FIFA dismissed the

allegations.

Discovery  of  a  Sorolla  Masterpiece: A

resident  of  Murcia  found  an  original

Joakin  Sorolla  painting on  a  sidewalk,

which  was  subsequently  returned  to

authorities.

Lechia Gdańsk Financial Ban: The club

was  barred  from  new  transfers by  the

PZPN  due  to  massive  debt  despite

appointing a new coach.

Zarzecze  Gate  Dispute: Residents  in

Silesia are clashing with developers over a

gate  blocking  access  to  recreation  areas

and WOPR rescue sites.

UN  UFO  Day  Observation: Media

reported  on  the  World  UFO  Day,

highlighting  increased  scientific  and

military analysis of UAPs.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
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media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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