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MAGYAR GOVERNMENT INITIATES

RADICAL INSTITUTIONAL

OVERHAUL AMID GLOBAL

SECURITY TRANSITIONS AND

CLIMATE EXTREMES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July  4,  2026,  presents  a  global  landscape

defined by aggressive domestic consolidation

in  Hungary,  a  leadership  vacuum  in  the

Middle  East  following  the  death  of  Iran's

Supreme Leader, and a NATO alliance bracing

for  a  transformative  summit  in  Ankara.

Domestically,  the  administration  of  Prime

Minister  Magyar  Péter has  moved  to

dismantle  the  previous  regime's  institutional

vestiges, proposing a radical 17th Amendment

to the Constitution that targets the President,

the  Constitutional  Court,  and  the

administrative  naming  conventions  of  the

previous  decade.  This  internal  "cleaning

operation"  is  being  conducted  against  a

backdrop  of  historic  high  public  approval

ratings,  even  as  the  opposition  decries  the

move as the end of constitutional democracy

legal warfare.

Simultaneously,  the  international  security

environment  is  deteriorating.  Ukraine  has

successfully  shifted  the  theater  of  economic

attrition to the Russian heartland, with strikes

on oil infrastructure causing fuel shortages in

Moscow,  while  the  death  of  Ayatollah

Khamenei—reportedly  following  an  Israeli

strike—has  thrown  Iran  into  a  state  of

mourning and potential succession crisis. The

United  States,  celebrating  its  250th

anniversary  under  Donald  Trump,  is

signaling  a  more  transactional  approach  to

NATO,  demanding  European  members

increase defense spending to 5% of GDP while

granting  a  temporary  "funeral  truce"  to

Tehran  Ankara  preparations.  These

geopolitical shifts are exacerbated by a planet

in  climate  crisis,  with  record-breaking

heatwaves  and  uncontrollable  wildfires

ravaging  the  Mediterranean  and  North

America,  and  catastrophic  monsoon flooding

in India climate impact.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Hungarian  Constitutional  Revolution:

Prime Minister Magyar Péter has proposed

a  12-point  constitutional  amendment

package including term limits for MPs, the

removal of President Sulyok Tamás, and a

mandatory retirement age of 70 for judges

17th amendment.

Death  of  Ayatollah  Khamenei: The

funeral  of  the  Iranian  Supreme Leader  is

expected  to  draw 20  million  participants;

the US has granted a one-week cessation of

hostilities for the event Tehran mourning.

Ankara  NATO  Summit  Pivot: NATO

members  prepare  to  meet  in  Turkey  to

discuss raising defense spending to 5% of

GDP  and  managing  a  more  transactional

US-Europe  security  relationship  NATO

spending.
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Ukraine  Infrastructure  War: Ukrainian

strikes on Russian refineries and industrial

sites  have  led  to  reported  fuel  shortages

and  gas  station  closures  in  Moscow

Moscow shortages.

Global  Heatwave  and  Wildfires:

Temperatures exceeding 40°C in Southern

Europe and the US have triggered massive

wildfires in France, Portugal, and Colorado,

requiring  EU-level  intervention  wildfire

crisis.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: In

Hungary,  the  transition  from  the  "Orbán

system"  to  the  "Magyar  system"  is

characterized by the aggressive purging of

old-guard officials, including the President

and  Constitutional  Court  members

institutional  purge.  In  Serbia,  President

Vucic’s  tactical  resignation  to  pursue  the

Prime  Ministership  suggests  a  broader

trend  of  "power-cycling"  in  the  Balkans

Vucic resignation.

Energy & Critical Minerals: Hungary is

aggressively pursuing "energy sovereignty"

via  solar  expansion,  with  household  solar

installations  exceeding  330,000  and  the

grid being modernized to handle a 1.5-fold

increase  in  renewable  capacity  by  2030

solar surge.

Legal  Warfare & Regulatory  Risk: The

introduction of "Agentic Pay" and AI-driven

automated  payments  in  the  Hungarian

market  is  forcing  a  rapid  update  of  data

security  and consumer protection laws AI

regulation.

Terrorism  &  Asymmetric  Threats:

Germany  has  officially  indicted  the

Ukrainian  government  for  the  2022  Nord

Stream pipeline sabotage, characterizing it

as  a  state-sponsored  terrorist  act  Nord

Stream charges.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Deconstruction  of  the  Hungarian

State: The  Magyar  administration  is  not

merely governing but fundamentally rewiring

the state. By proposing the 17th Amendment,

the  government  seeks  to  invalidate  the

previous  decade's  administrative  reforms

(e.g.,  reverting  "vármegye"  to  "megye")  and

remove  Fidesz-loyalist  appointees  from

lifetime or long-term positions. The rhetoric is

one  of  "national  liberation"  and  "cleaning,"

but the methods rely on the same centralized

power  levers  used  by  its  predecessors

cleaning operation.

Transactional  Security  and  "Trump-

Whispering": The NATO alliance is  shifting

toward  a  model  of  "burden-sharing"  that

borders on protectionism. The Ankara summit

will be the first major test of how the alliance

manages  the  5%  GDP  spending  target,  a

significant leap from the 2% standard. Figures

like  Mark  Rutte  are  emerging  as  key

intermediaries  between  European  capitals

and a nationalist White House, attempting to

frame European rearmament as a win for the

US defense industry NATO realignment.

AI  as  a  Competitiveness  and  Leakage

Risk: Artificial Intelligence has moved from a

"corporate  toy"  to  a  core  operational

necessity. However, a significant "shadow AI"

trend  is  emerging  where  employees  upload

sensitive  company  data  into  public  models,
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creating unprecedented data leakage risks for

Hungarian and EU firms AI leakage.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Hungary is  experiencing a period of  intense

partisan  polarization.  While  the  Magyar

government enjoys an "euphoric" honeymoon

period with nearly 73% support in some polls

public  sentiment,  the  previous  ruling  elite

(Fidesz)  is  mounting  a  defensive  legal  and

rhetorical  campaign.  Former  President  Áder

János has publicly accused the current Prime

Minister of "public money fishing," while the

government  uses  drone  footage  to  expose

Áder's  "luxury  villa"  and  "billionaire

foundations"  elite  infighting.  This  "war  of

foundations"  signals  a  deep-seated  struggle

for  control  over  state  assets  and  patronage

networks.  Meanwhile,  the  "Otthonstart"

housing  program  is  under  immense  fiscal

pressure,  with  the  state  struggling  to

subsidize the gap between the 3% fixed rate

and the rising BUBOR, potentially leading to a

narrowing  of  eligible  beneficiaries  based  on

"need"  rather  than universal  access  housing

risk.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The world is increasingly framed as a "hostile

threat matrix" where the international  order

is  being  tested  by  state-sponsored  sabotage

and  asymmetric  warfare.  Germany's  formal

accusation  against  Kyiv  regarding  Nord

Stream  Nord  Stream  sabotage places  a

significant  strain  on  the  pro-Ukraine  bloc,

forcing EU members  to  weigh their  support

for  Kyiv  against  their  own  critical

infrastructure security. Hungary is positioning

itself as a "bridgehead" for renewable energy

and  tech  integration  while  simultaneously

pursuing a "sovereigntist" foreign policy that

balances  between  NATO  commitments  and

pragmatic  economic ties  in  the Balkans and

East.  The  ongoing  heatwave  and  energy

demand spike have turned climate policy into

a matter of immediate national security, as the

state  must  ensure  grid  stability  while

agricultural  sectors  (especially  viticulture)

face existential threats from early frosts and

prolonged droughts viticulture risk.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Hungarian  economy  is  navigating  a

transition  from state-subsidized  growth  to  a

more  market-aligned,  high-tech  model,

hampered by  significant  fiscal  burdens  from

legacy social programs.

Housing  Finance  Stress: The

"Otthonstart"  program  has  caused  a

massive lending boom, but the cost to the

state budget is becoming unsustainable as

it  covers  the  difference  between  the  3%

social  rate  and  market  rates  Otthonstart

costs.

Currency  and  Inflation: The  Forint

remains  volatile,  with  the  Central  Bank

continuing to cut rates despite high export

volatility.  Exporters  are  being  urged  to

increase their  use of  hedging instruments

Forint volatility.

Industrial  De-industrialization  in

Germany: A reported 15% drop in German

industrial  output  over  seven  years  is

driving corporate relocation toward Central

and Eastern Europe, presenting a massive

capital  inflow  opportunity  for  Hungary

industrial shift.
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SME Financing Changes: The Széchenyi

Card program is moving from fixed rates to

BUBOR-linked  variable  rates  (currently

around  5.7-5.8%),  significantly  increasing

the  interest  burden  for  small  businesses

Széchenyi card changes.

Digital Payments Surge: One-third of all

payments  in  Hungary  are  now  made  via

mobile  phones,  with  3.19  million  cards

digitalized mobile payments.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

High-level political and institutional shifts are

occurring across the region, signaling a broad

realignment of state power.

Sulyok Tamás (President of  Hungary):

Faces  removal  from  office  via  a  targeted

constitutional  amendment,  with  the

government  characterizing  him  as  a

remnant  of  the  "fallen  system"  Sulyok

removal.

Áder  János  (Former  President): His

foundations are being brought under state

control,  and  his  reputation  is  being

aggressively attacked by the current Prime

Minister Áder conflict.

Alexander Vucic (President of Serbia):

Resigned his  post  tactically  to  likely  seek

the  Prime  Ministership,  allowing  him  to

bypass presidential term limits Vucic exit.

Ayatollah  Khamenei  (Iran): Deceased;

his death has created a power vacuum and

a temporary  cessation of  regional  combat

Khamenei death.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  M1  network's  editorial  hierarchy  is

dominated  by  domestic  institutional

reform and  the  international  climate/

conflict  nexus.  The  "Lead  Stories"  are

consistently  the  Prime  Minister's

constitutional  proposals,  framed  as  a

necessary  "national  restart,"  and  the

pervasive  wildfire/heatwave  crisis,  which  is

given an apocalyptic visual treatment. "Buried

Stories"  include  the  specific  details  of  the

Nord Stream investigation in Germany, which

is mentioned briefly but not explored for its

potential to rupture EU-Ukraine relations. The

tone  is  nationalistic  and urgent,  particularly

when discussing the 250th anniversary of the

US  and  its  implications  for  NATO  unity.  A

conspicuous omission is the lack of detailed

reporting on the specific economic health of

the  Hungarian  working  class  outside  of

subsidized  housing  programs,  despite  the

ongoing  inflation  and  interest  rate

adjustments for SMEs.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is portrayed as a fracturing

system where traditional alliances (NATO, EU)

are  being  forced  into  transactional  "re-

negotiations"  while  new  centers  of  power

emerge in  the technology and green energy

sectors.

Hungary: Portrayed as a "rising sovereign"

that  is  finally  cleaning  its  own  house  to

become  a  competent,  high-tech  player  in

Europe.  "We  are  creating  an  constitution

that  is  the  common rule  of  all  our  lives"

national sovereignty.

The  United  States  (under  Trump):

Framed  as  a  strong  but  demanding

protector  that  is  prioritizing  its  own

national  interest  over  collective  security.

The  Ruschmore  speech  characterizes  the

US as the "greatest thing in human history"

Trump rhetoric.
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Ukraine: Portrayed  as  a  capable  but

increasingly  desperate  military  actor,

shifting  to  "asymmetric  terror"  (Nord

Stream)  and  infrastructure  strikes  to

maintain leverage Kyiv tactics.

Russia: Framed  as  an  increasingly

vulnerable  "failing  infrastructure"  state,

unable  to  protect  its  own  energy  supply

from precision strikes Russian fuel crisis.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding  of  the  "Tisza

Revolution": The  government  is

successfully seeding the narrative that the

17th Amendment is not a power grab but a

democratic  "return  to  the  people,"  using

social  media  (Magyar  Péter’s  Facebook/

TikTok)  as  a  direct  bypass of  institutional

media direct communication.

Propaganda vs.  Ground Truth in Iran:

Tehran is officially framing the death of the

Supreme Leader as a "martyrdom" to unify

the  population,  while  Western/Israeli

outlets  seed  rumors  of  leadership

sebesülések  (injuries)  to  suggest  a  more

chaotic collapse Tehran narratives.

Environmental  Disinformation: Despite

clear  evidence  of  climate  change,  the

network often frames heatwaves through a

"lifestyle"  lens  (Balaton  temperatures,

camping)  before  pivoting  to  the  "national

security" risk of agricultural failure Balaton

framing.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Constitutional  Collapse  or  Renewal: If

the  17th  Amendment  is  pushed  through

without a broader consensus, Hungary may

face a period of institutional paralysis or a

second round of  EU Article  7  procedures

regarding the independence of the judiciary

and the presidency.

The "5% NATO" Rupture: Most European

nations  cannot  meet  a  5%  GDP  defense

spending  requirement  without  collapsing

their social safety nets. This demand could

lead to a two-tier NATO where the US only

protects a handful of "super-spenders."

Russian  Civil  Unrest: Continued  fuel

shortages  in  Moscow  and  Belgorod

Belgorod strike could trigger rare domestic

urban  unrest  in  Russia,  forcing  Putin  to

divert front-line units to internal security.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Mass protests in

Tehran  following  the  funeral  period;

formalization  of  the  17th  Amendment  in

Hungary;  severe  electricity  grid  stress

across the EU as heatwaves persist Tehran

unrest.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):

Realignment  of  US-Iran  relations  post-

Trump negotiation  attempt;  launch of  the

Hungarian  "New  Constitution"  drafting

process; significant increase in bankruptcy

filings  for  Hungarian  SMEs  affected  by

variable interest rates SME risk.
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Long Term (1-5 Years): Completion of the

"Fonódó 2" tram network and Berlin's total

e-bus conversion transport shift; permanent

alteration of European viticulture zones as

heat  and  early  frosts  make  traditional

Hungarian  wine  regions  high-risk  zones

wine crisis.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Institutional  Rupture  in  Hungary: The

aggressive  removal  of  the  President  and

Constitutional Court judges could lead to a

complete  breakdown  of  legal  continuity.

Triggers: Implementation  of  the  17th

Amendment.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

High. Mitigations: Inclusion of opposition

parties  in  the  new  constitution-drafting

process.

Iranian Power Vacuum Escalation: The

death of the Supreme Leader could trigger

a  civil  war  or  a  hardline  military  coup.

Triggers: Failure  of  a  successor  to  be

named  within  the  mourning  period.

Likelihood: Medium.  Impact: Critical.

Mitigations: US/regional  diplomatic

engagement with moderate elements.

Grid  Collapse  during  Extreme  Heat:

Hungary’s  energy  grid  is  operating  near

capacity  due  to  air  conditioning  demand.

Triggers: Concurrent failure of major solar

substations or a heatwave lasting >21 days.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: High.

Mitigations: Fast-track grid modernization

tenders grid upgrades.

NATO Fragmentation: The 5% spending

demand could drive a wedge between the

US  and  debt-heavy  European  nations.

Triggers: Failure of the Ankara Summit to

produce  a  consensus  statement.

Likelihood: Medium.  Impact: Critical.

Mitigations: Tiered  spending  targets

based on specific defense capabilities.

AI-Driven Financial  Fraud: The  shift  to

automated, agentic AI payments increases

the  risk  of  massive,  high-speed  capital

drains.  Triggers: A  exploit  in  a  major  AI

payment  bridge.  Likelihood: Medium.

Impact: High.  Mitigations: Mandatory

human-in-the-loop  verification  for

transactions over 5M HUF.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  Russian  Counter-Response: The

broadcasts  focus  on  Russian  vulnerability

to  strikes  but  fail  to  analyze  what  a

desperate  Kremlin  might  do  in  terms  of

cyber-warfare against  the EU energy grid

during a heatwave.

The  Cost  of  "Sovereignty": While  the

move  to  solar  is  praised,  there  is  no

analysis of the debt burden incurred by the

state to modernize the grid or the source of

the  critical  minerals  for  the  330k  solar

units.

Succession in  Iran: Detailed  analysis  of

the  IRGC’s  role  in  the  power  vacuum  is

missing; the focus remains on the "millions

of  mourners"  rather  than  the  military

command structure.

Vucic's  Motivations: The  tactical

resignation  of  the  Serbian  President  is

presented  as  a  fact,  but  the  underlying

pressure  from  Moscow  or  the  West  that

might  have  forced  this  "power-cycle"  is

ignored.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The Magyar Trap: Prime Minister Magyar

Péter's  aggressive constitutional  reform is

not  a  sign  of  strength  but  a  desperate

attempt  to  consolidate  power  before  the

"Otthonstart"  fiscal  time  bomb  explodes

and  public  sentiment  sours  due  to  rising

interest rates.

Nord  Stream  as  a  False  Flag: The

German  indictment  of  Ukraine  for  the

pipeline  sabotage  could  be  a  coordinated

"exit strategy" for Western powers to justify

cutting  off  military  aid  to  Kyiv  while

blaming  a  "rogue"  Ukrainian  faction

German charges.

Black Swan Event: A simultaneous failure

of the Hungarian energy grid and a wildfire

reaching a major urban center (e.g., Sopron

or  Siófok)  could  trigger  a  mass

displacement event that the state lacks the

"National  Guard"  capacity  to  handle

wildfire threat.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: (1) Implement

mandatory  "red-teaming"  for  all  AI-payment

systems to prevent  high-speed capital  flight.

(2)  Accelerate  diplomatic  hedging  with

Mediterranean allies to secure backup grain

and vegetable imports as domestic viticulture

and agriculture fail. (3) Prepare for a massive

refugee influx from Iran should the succession

crisis turn violent.

For  Private  Sector/Investors: (1)  Relocate

data-heavy  operations  to  facilities  with

sovereign,  off-grid power backups to survive

peak heatwaves. (2) Shift portfolio allocations

from legacy state foundations to the emerging

"green  tech"  energy  sector.  (3)  Anticipate  a

15-20%  increase  in  labor  costs  as  the

government  implements  "patriotic  labor"

standards  to  combat  German  industrial

migration.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  is  centered  on  the  total

reconfiguration  of  the  Hungarian

constitutional  order  and  the  integration  of

advanced  technology  into  the  banking  and

energy sectors.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

17th Amendment to the Alaptörvény:

Proposes  removal  of  the  current

President,  term limits  for  MPs,  judges'

retirement  at  70,  and  administrative

renaming constitution bill.

Agentic  Pay  Framework: New

regulations  for  AI-driven  automated

payments and data security AI bill.

Energy Grid Modernization Tender: A

500  billion  HUF  funding  package  for

"smart meters" and grid storage capacity

energy tender.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Magyar Péter's 12-Point Video: Direct

address  to  the  nation  detailing

institutional "cleaning" Magyar address.

Ankara  Pre-Summit  Briefing: NATO

leadership  discussing  the  shift  to  5%

GDP spending NATO briefing.
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KEY STORIES

The  17th  Constitutional  Amendment:

PM  Magyar  Péter  proposes  a  radical  12-

point  overhaul,  including  removing

President  Sulyok  Tamás  and  introducing

12-year term limits for MPs constitutional

purge.

Ayatollah Khamenei's  Funeral: Millions

gather in  Tehran for  the mourning of  the

Supreme Leader; a "funeral truce" is held

with the US Tehran funeral.

Moscow Fuel  Shortage: Gas  stations  in

the  Russian  capital  close  as  Ukrainian

strikes on refineries take a toll on domestic

supply Russian gas crisis.

European Wildfire Disaster: Over 10,000

hectares  burned  in  Southern  France;

Portuguese authorities  request  emergency

EU aid as fires rage in 40°C heat wildfire

report.

Nord  Stream  Indictment: Germany

officially charges the Ukrainian leadership

with  the  2022  pipeline  sabotage  Nord

Stream indictment.

Hungarian Solar Boom: Household solar

installations  hit  330,000  as  the  nation

targets  grid  self-sufficiency  by  2030 solar

data.

US 250th Anniversary: President Trump

speaks  at  Mount  Rushmore,  praising

American  resilience  while  demanding  5%

NATO spending Trump Rushmore.

Venezuelan  Earthquake  Rescue: A  43-

year-old  security  guard  is  rescued  alive

after eight days under a collapsed shopping

center Venezuela rescue.

Vucic’s Resignation: The Serbian leader

exits the Presidency to bypass term limits,

likely  aiming  for  the  Prime  Ministership

Vucic shift.

Agentic Pay Launch: Hungary becomes a

test  market  for  AI-driven  automated

payments in retail AI payment tech.

Széchenyi Card Reform: SME loan rates

are  moved  to  a  variable  BUBOR-linked

model,  increasing  costs  for  thousands  of

businesses SME loan shift.

Berlin E-Bus Milestone: Berlin launches

a massive fast-charging fleet, aiming for a

zero-emission  bus  fleet  by  2030  Berlin

transport.

Viticulture Crisis: Early budding followed

by  heatwaves  threatens  the  2026

Hungarian wine harvest wine risk.

India Monsoon Flooding: Mumbai issues

a red alert as bridges collapse and streets

submerge  in  the  financial  capital  India

floods.

Surgical  Backlog  Targets: The

Hungarian Health Ministry sets a 2027 goal

to  reduce  all  waiting  lists  to  under  six

months healthcare targets.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
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richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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