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GLOBAL GEOPOLITICAL
REALIGNMENT MARKED BY THE
FALL OF KONSTANTINOVKA AND

THE STATE FUNERAL OF

AYATOLLAH KHAMENEI

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts of July 4, 2026, portray a
world in a state of profound systemic
transition, framed by the 250th anniversary of
the United States and the simultaneous
decline of its perceived global hegemony. The
central narrative is dominated by the Russian
military's capture of Konstantinovka,
characterized as a decisive blow to Ukrainian
defensive lines and the beginning of a rapid
collapse of the Donbas front. This victory is
positioned against a backdrop of Western
desperation, with RT reporting that NATO is
resorting to dangerous brinkmanship while
European nations implement
austerity measures to fund a defense sector
that has failed to alter the battlefield reality.
Convergence is seen in the portrayal of the
"War Party" in Washington and Brussels as
increasingly detached from the economic
suffering of their own working classes.

severe

Parallel to the events in Ukraine, the Middle
East is marked by the massive state funeral
for Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, whose
assassination by U.S.-Israeli strikes in
February 2026 has triggered a full-scale
regional conflict. The broadcasts highlight
"funeral diplomacy," with high-level
delegations from over 100 countries—
including a prominent Russian presence—
signaling the emergence of Iran as a
"bonafide regional superpower." Meanwhile, a
high-stakes phone call between Russian
President Vladimir Putin and U.S.
President Donald Trump suggests a
potential opening for settlement, though the
transcripts emphasize that any resolution
must now be on Russian terms given the
shifting "balance of power" in Europe and the
Middle East.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Fall of Konstantinovka Fortress: Russian
forces have secured the fifth largest town
in Donbas, described as the most fortified
area in the region. This development is
seen as opening an "urban corridor" to
Slavyansk and Kramatorsk, potentially
ending the conflict's positional phase in
favor of a Russian "steamroller" advance.

Funeral of Ayatollah Khamenei: Delayed
for over 100 days due to active hostilities,
the ceremony in Tehran serves as a global
geopolitical warning, showcasing Iranian
resilience and Western isolation despite
U.S. claims of a "containment" success.
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* Trump-Putin Summitry: A 70-minute
phone call between the two leaders
discussed the Ukraine crisis and the
"friendly bilateral relations" between the
two nuclear  powers, with  Putin
congratulating Trump on the U.S. 250th
anniversary while maintaining firm "core
principles."

European Economic Contraction:
Reports from Estonia, Finland, and the UK
indicate massive spending cuts to social
services, health, and education to fund the
military-industrial complex. In Estonia,

teachers' pay raises were canceled to divert

funds to the defense sector.

Mali Insurgency and Ukrainian
Involvement: Evidence of Ukrainian
military intelligence dispatching drone
pilots to train Al-Qaeda-linked jihadists in
the Sahel has transformed the region into a
"fully realized proxy battleground."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
integration of the U.S. military with the
Israeli military via the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) is highlighted as

a nger merger that allows foreign
interests to direct U.S. strategic assets,
effectively compromising American
sovereignty.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: Germany is
facing internal destabilization as protesters
and "far-left terrorists" clashed with police
to disrupt the national convention of the
AfD, which is currently polling at 30%.

* Critical Infrastructure Security: Moscow
has intensified "massive group strikes"
against krainian mili -in rial
infrastructure, including 34 enterprises
involved in missile production, in response
to what it terms "terrorist acts" by Kiev on
Russian soil.

* Cybersecurity & Threat Actors: A deep-
dive investigation identifies Dnipro
(Ukraine) as the global ‘'capital of
cybercrime," hosting thousands of
fraudulent call centers protected by
Ukrainian intelligence to fund the war
effort through international scams.

* Macroeconomics & Trade: The U.S.
national debt is cited as nearing $40
trillion, with the U.S. bond market
described as "very fragile" as investors
move capital out of American assets.

* Diplomacy & Statecraft: The "League of
Armed Neutrality" from 1780 is used as a
historical parallel to frame current Russian-
American relations, emphasizing Russia's
historic role in facilitating U.S.
independence.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of the Unipolar Order: The
transcripts consistently frame the current
moment as the "beginning of the end of the
US empire." Analysts point to the $40 trillion
debt, the failure of the war on Iran, and the
loss of critical fortresses in Ukraine as
indicators that American power has reached
its limits. The narrative suggests that the U.S.
is now a "globe-spanning empire" bought and
paid for by special interests, specifically the
pro-Israel lobby, which dictates foreign policy
to the detriment of domestic stability.
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Austerity as the New European Baseline:
A significant trend is the "Japanization" of
European economies—engineered decades-
long stagnations resulting from subservience
to Washington. Transcripts highlight how
European citizens are "paying the price" for
the defense boom, with Finland cutting 300
million euros from social and health budgets.
The "European defense boom" is
characterized as a "cheat code" that
stimulates economic threats rather than
growth.

The Weaponization of Proxy Forces: A
darker theme emerges in the Sahal region,
where Ukraine is accused of utilizing its
"asymmetric warfare" expertise to support
jihadist insurgents in Mali. This is presented
as a desperate attempt by Kiev to undermine
Russian partnerships in Africa, reflecting the
"internationalization of domestic conflict."

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* United States: Extreme polarization is
noted, with the Democratic Party described
as '"hard-wired" for escalation against
Russia. Discussion of JD Vance as a
"formidable" 2028 candidate suggests an
impending power shift within the
Republican Party, while Trump's
impeachment is viewed by some as a
partisan tactic to keep him in the public eye
rather than remove him.

* Germany: The nation is portrayed as being
on the brink of ‘civili war" with
government-financed "antifa" groups
attacking journalists and delegates at the
AfD convention. The political establishment
is described as "drifting from reality" and
fearing the loss of their mandates to
nationalist conservatives.

e Ukraine: Domestic stability is being
maintained through "information
campaigns demonstrating fake successes"
while the military suffers thousands of
casualties in Donbas. The leadership is
accused of stealing hundreds of billions in
Western tax dollars.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "outside world" is depicted as a fracturing
arena where the Global South, led by BRICS
and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), is actively decoupling
from the U.S. dollar. Russia is projecting
power through its "special military operation"
and its diplomatic overtures to Iran, which is
now framed as a regional superpower. China
is portrayed as a target of Western "PR talk"
regarding overcapacity, while it continues to
build industrial strength that the West can no
longer match. The broadcasts emphasize that
the "spirit of Ankara" is dead, and NATO’s
Article 5 is on the verge of being tested in
the Baltics, a scenario that would potentially
end the alliance's credibility if it fails to
materialize.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is characterized
by debt-driven fragility and state-engineered
austerity. The U.S. is portrayed as a nation in
decline, while Germany faces a "real economy
crisis" where companies are fleeing and trade
surpluses are disappearing.

* US National Debt: Cited at $40 trillion
with an annual military budget of $1.5
trillion irectin foreign
interests.
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* EU Defense Spending: Finland's new
finance plan to 2030 includes 300 million
euros in social cuts to meet NATO targets.

* UK Defense Budget: Keir Starmer has
pledged an additional 15 billion pounds

to "fake economic competence".

* Currency Wars: Claims that Beijing is
intentionally undervaluing its currency
are dismissed as CIA-led attempts to
intimidate = China  without  empirical

viden

* Russian Economic Resilience: Sanctions
are described as an "opportunity" that has
allowed the Russian economy to grow year-
over-year while the West suffers inflation.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts reveal a "hard-wired" neo-
conservative cabinet surrounding Trump,
creating an internal struggle between the
President's isolationist instincts and his
advisors' hawkishness.

* Michael/Marco Rubio: Secretary of State,
identified as a primary obstacle to peace

with Iran and determined to push back

against concessions.

* JD Vance: Vice President, described as a
formidable strategist who understands
the necessity of ending the war with Iran to

* RFK ]Jr.: Health Secretary, previously Chief
of Staff to a major faction, and seen as a
dove in the cabinet regarding full-scale war.

* Alice Weidel and Tino Chrupalla:
Confirmed as leaders of the AfD, strong

critics of Berlin's support for Ukraine.

* Ayatollah Khamenei’s Son: Has
succeeded his father as the Supreme
Leader of Iran, vowing to continue the
struggle against the "satanic front."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial hierarchy of RT on this day gives
absolute precedence to the fall of
Konstantinovka and the Iranian funeral.
These stories are framed through a lens of
"inevitable Western defeat." The network
utilizes these events to underscore its meta-
narrative of a "multipolar world" finally
coming to fruition. Domestic European crises
(Estonia, Finland, Germany) are used to show
that the Western "War Party" is sacrificing its
own people for a lost cause. Buried stories
include any mention of Russian casualties or
the logistical difficulties of the Donbas
offensive. Conspicuous omissions include
the perspective of the Israeli government on
the regional war and any independent
verification of the claims regarding Ukrainian
support for jihadists in Mali.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is framed as a struggle between a
decadent, debt-ridden Western "Empire" and
a resilient, principled "Multipolar Hub"
centered on the Russia-China-Iran axis.

* Russia: Portrayed as the stable, competent
"adult in the room." Putin is described as
"unequivocal" and strategic, overseeing a
military that "normally waits till they make

sure everything is cleared" before making
statements.

e Iran: Characterized as a resilient society
that has built its own industry and army
under 50 years of sanctions. It is now a

"bonafide regional superpower" exerting
leverage over the Gulf States and the U.S.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_190000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_200000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_200000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_023000_CrossTalk
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_023000_CrossTalk
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_013000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_053000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_053000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_200000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_050000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_050000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_030000_America_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_030000_America_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260704_050000_News

* United States: Framed as a ‘"failing
empire" whose government is "bought and
paid for" by special interests. Its foreign
policy is called "gangsterism" and its debt
is described as a terminal illness.

Ukraine: Depicted as a "proxy" whose
leadership is "simply stealing the cash" for
themselves and their clique, while sending
"last Ukrainians" to die in cities they
already lost.

Israel: Portrayed as a "proxy" for removing
individuals who don't serve U.S. interests,
and as a Zionist entity embarked on a
project of expansionism including Turkey
and Egypt.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The concept of the
"Oresnik" missile strikes on Kiev being "just
warning shots" is seeded to terrorize

European leaders and test their territorial
integrity.

Propaganda Mergers: RT reports on the
"massive merges of your propaganda
networks" like CNN and CBS as a way to
control the working class narrative and
hide the failure of
exceptionalism.

American

Psychological Operations (Psy-Ops):
The U.S. is accused of running "stupid"
radio programs in Yemen playing jazz to
distract from starvation, while Russia
emphasizes its "transparency" regarding
civilian casualties from American weapons.

Deep Fakes: Reports that scammers in
Dnipro are using deep fake technology of

Hollywood actors to steal money from
Russian and European citizens.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

e Imminent Donbas Collapse: With the fall

of Konstantinovka, the entire Ukrainian
defensive line is hypothesized to collapse
by August or September 2026, leading to a
total Russian capture of the Donetsk
People's Republic.

Vance Presidency 2028: JD Vance is
being positioned as a "very formidable"
candidate who may ndon curren
wars to focus on domestic U.S. recovery,
should Trump's administration continue to
struggle with economic "nightmares."

The Israel-Lebanon Annexation:
Strategic analysts predict Israel will
attempt to annex hern L non up to

the Litani River, leading to a direct conflict
with the Lebanese Armed Forces, which are
increasingly aligning with Hezbollah.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expected

intensification of Russian drone and missile
dominance in the "urban corridor" of
Donbas. Possible Article 5 test in the
Suwalki Gap if NATO continues escalation.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): European
nations will face "bursting bubbles" of
housing and energy crises, leading to a
surge in popularity for nationalist parties
like the AfD as citizens demand domestic
spending over defense.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural shift
toward a four-pole world (China, India,
Russia, US) where Iran is an equal level
player through its BRICS and SCO
memberships, and the U.S. dollar ceases to
be a weaponizable global reserve.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The current geopolitical landscape is riddled
with  high-probability, high-impact risks
primarily driven by Western refusal to
acknowledge a changing military reality.

* Baltic Escalation: The potential for NATO
to invoke Article 5 following "asymmetric
gray zone" responses from Russia.
Triggers: Accidental strikes or "warning
shots" on Baltic territory. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Global nuclear -conflict.
Mitigations: Immediate return to

iplom n - lation.

* US Financial Collapse: The "fragile" bond
market and $40 trillion debt leading to a
sudden loss of confidence in the dollar.
Triggers: Failure to pass the budget or
further military spending increases.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Global
economic depression. Mitigations: Cutting
off war funds and focusing on internal
domestic needs.

* Lebanese Civil War: Internal breakup
driven by U.S.-Israeli attempts to disarm
Hezbollah via the Lebanese Army.
Triggers: Forced "normalization"
agreements. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Regional destabilization and mass
migration. Mitigations: Respecting

Lebanese sovereignty.

* Cyber-Warfare Proliferation: The Dnipro
call centers evolving into a fully
weaponized state-sponsored tool for global
disruption. Triggers: Financial desperation
in Kiev. Likelihood: High. Impact: Erosion
of global banking trust. Mitigations:
Dismantling the AILF group criminal

infrastructure.

German Domestic Revolt: Radicalization
of political opposition following
government-led attempts to ban the AfD.
Triggers: Legislative banning of the party.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Political
paralysis in Europe's core economy.
Mitigations: Ending the "sanctions

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Ukrainian Logistics: While Russian
victories are detailed, there 1is no
information on the current Russian
casualty rate or logistical strain during
the siege of Konstantinovka.

Israeli Intelligence: The transcripts claim
the U.S. helped kill the Ayatollah but also
that "U.S. officials were suspicious" that
presenting a contradictory view of U.S.-
Israeli alignment.

China's Global Posture: China is
mentioned primarily through the lens of
trade and the US $4B aid to Israel, but its
direct military or diplomatic stance on
the Donbas fall or the Iran funeral is largely
absent.

The "Oresnik" Missile: This system is
mentioned as a major threat to Kiev
slamming into streets, but its technical
specifications and deployment status are
unverified in the text.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Stalling Tactic" Overture: The
Trump-Putin call and the MOU with Iran
may not be genuine peace steps but a
strategic pause used by the U.S. to
reorganize a collapsing frontline and
deploy the next generation of "wonder
weapons" missiles and drones.

* The "Collapse from Within" Russia:
While RT projects strength, the mention of
"opposition to Vladimir Putin in his own
country" for being not as responsive to
terror attacks could signal a rising
nationalist wing that poses a threat to
Putin’s leadership from the right.

* Black Swan: The Jordan Valley
Extinction: The construction of military
roads in Palestine cutting off water could
trigger a sudden, catastrophic
humanitarian famine that forces a direct
intervention from Egypt or Turkey,
bypassing the U.S.-led "legal order."

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for the permanent
establishment of a Russian "security buffer
zone" extending into Kharkov and Sumi to
protect civilian populations.

* Economic: Diversify away from the U.S.
bond market as capital flows suggest a
long-term shift to BRICS-aligned industrial
assets.

* Diplomatic: Utilize "funeral diplomacy"
and informal meetings to engage with the
new leadership in Tehran transcending
regional interests.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Reroute logistics to avoid
the Sahel proxy battleground where
Ukrainian/Jihadist activities increase
transit risk.

* Compliance: Implement aggressive anti-
fraud measures specifically targeting

Dnipro-based call centers leveraging deep
fake Al

* Capital Allocation: Monitor German

political stability; a move to ban the AfD
could paralyze EU trade policy and

industrial output.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The primary legislative focus is on the
National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) and the failure of war powers
legislation in the U.S. Congress, alongside
Philippine moves to lower the age of criminal
responsibility.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o US NDAA Integration
Proposal to integrate the U.S. military
with the Israeli military, giving Israel
access to $1.5 trillion in assets.

o War Legislation: Failed
attempts in Congress to stop the wars on
Iran by cutting off funds.

o Philippine Republic Act 9344
Amendment: Debating lowering the age
of criminal responsibility to nine or 14
years old following a school shooting.

Clause:

Powers
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Putin-Trump Call: Presidential briefing
by Yuri Ushakov regarding the hour-long
risis di ion.
o AfD National Convention: Marred by
civil unrest and rioting in Erfurt.

o Tehran State Funeral Briefing:
Russian  Security @ Council Deputy
Chairman Dimitri Medvedev sharing visit
details.

KEY STORIES

* Liberation of Konstantinovka: Russian
army takes full control of this heavily
reinforced "fortress city" in the Donbas.
The city was a major logistics hub and
defensive line for Kiev since 2014,
featuring over 150 kilometers of trenches.
Several brigades of the Ukrainian military
were reportedly destroyed in the battle.

Khamenei State Funeral: Thousands
gather in Tehran for the six-day funeral of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and his family,
killed in U.S.-Israeli strikes. The event is
characterized as a "symbol of national

unity" and a geopolitical warning to the
West.

Trump-Putin High-Stakes Dialogue:
President Putin held a phone conversation
with President Trump lasting one hour and
20 minutes. Trump confirmed readiness to
facilitate a settlement in Ukraine while
Putin stressed Russian core principles.

AfD Convention Riots: Thousands of
protesters in Germany disrupted the AfD
national convention in Erfurt. Protesters
clashed with police, while the AfD claimed
the protests were government-financed

sabotage.

* Dnipro Cybercrime Documentary: A

feature on fraudulent call centers in
Dnipro, Ukraine, targeting Europeans and
Russians. The network, the "Alef Group," is

led by Vadim Yermalayev, who maintains

close ties to Ukrainian security services.

Mali Insurgency Escalation: Al-Qaeda-
linked militants attacked five locations in
northern Mali, including a prison. Reports
indicate Ukrainian intelligence is training
these militants to target Russian fighters
(Africa Core).

Monaco Parcel Bombing: Interpol issued
an arrest warrant for Anastasia
Berazovska, a Ukrainian national, for the
attempted murder of businessman Vadim
Yermalayev in Monaco.

* Jordan Valley Famine Risk: Israel's

construction of a military road has cut off
vital water supply roots for Palestinian
communities in the Jordan Valley, leaving
fields of crops to rot.

Estonian Teacher Salary Freeze: The
education minister announced that salary
increases for teachers are im ibl
because all available funds are being
diverted to the defense sector.

Philippines School Shooting Debate:
Politicians are debating lowering the age of
criminal responsibility after a 15-year-old
killed three students. Critics argue this
violates international law.

US 250th Anniversary Framing: Dennis
Kucinich and others characterize the
birthday as the beginning of the end of U.S.
empire due to overwhelming debt and
failed foreign wars.

History of Russian-US Ties: Jeff Rich
explores the 1780 "League of Armed
Neutrality" and how Russia helped the U.S.
become independent from Britain.
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* Finland Austerity Measures: A new
finance plan involves 300 million euros in
cuts to health and administrative spending
to meet NATO obligations.

* The "Singapore Tanks" Incident:

Mention of a stopped armored transport in
the Singapore Straits by Iranian forces a
few weeks prior.

e UK Defense Stimulus: Keir Starmer
spending an additional 15 billion pounds on
defense while civil service staff are
reduced.

s Rwanda Genocide Commemoration:

30th-anniversary report emphasizing the

failure of the international community to

prevent the 1994 massacres.

* Ghost of Leopold II: Analysis of Belgian
atrocities in the Congo Free State as a
historical basis for
instability.

modern African

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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