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THE UNITED STATES PROJECTS

TOTAL VICTORY OVER IRAN AND

VENEZUELA AMIDST GLOBAL

INSTABILITY AND TRADE

UNCERTAINTY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On the 250th anniversary of its independence,

the United States administration has signaled

a  pivot  toward  aggressive  unilateralism,

claiming total  military  victory  over  Iran and

Venezuela.  This  rhetoric  coincides  with  a

massive  humanitarian  catastrophe  in

Venezuela, where the death toll from a double

earthquake 11  days  ago  continues  to  climb,

and  survivors  face  militarized  streets and

dwindling international aid. Domestically, the

U.S. has introduced severe regional economic

uncertainty  by  rejecting  the  automatic

renewal of  the  T-MEC  (USMCA)  trade

agreement, opting instead for a year-by-year

review process that threatens North American

supply chain stability.

Geopolitically,  the  focus  shifts  to  the

upcoming  NATO  summit  in  Turkey,  where

President  Erdográn  has  implemented

draconian  security  measures,  including  the

mass  arrest  of  journalists  and  activists  to

prevent dissent.  Tensions within the alliance

are  high  as  the  U.S.  continues  to  criticize

European  partners  for  insufficient  defense

spending and a perceived lack of support in

the  ongoing  conflicts  against  Iran.

Simultaneously,  the  Middle  East  faces  a

leadership  transition  in  Iran  following  the

death  of  the  Ayatollah,  with  successor

Moshtaba Hamini remaining in hiding due to

credible Israeli threats.

Culturally and socially, a counter-narrative is

emerging  in  Mexico,  centering  on  the

reclamation  of  indigenous  identity  and  the

rehabilitation  of  historical  figures  like

Malinsin.  This  movement  seeks  to  reframe

indigenous history not as one of betrayal, but

of  resistance  and  feminist  agency.  This

domestic  cultural  shift  occurs  against  a

backdrop  of  increasing  concern  over

organized crime, forced disappearances, and

the systemic failures of capitalism to protect

the environment and provide for basic human

needs  in  the  face  of  climate  disasters  like

Typhoon Babi.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S. 250th Anniversary and Aggressive

Global Posture: The Trump administration

celebrated  the  semiquincentennial  by

asserting  that  the  U.S.  has  military

annihilated its  primary  rivals  in  Iran  and

Venezuela,  framing  communism  as  a

"cancer"  and  declaring  the  return  of  the

American dream.

Venezuela  Humanitarian Crisis: Eleven

days after a devastating double earthquake,

international  rescue  teams  are  departing

while  thousands  remain  homeless and

infrastructure  damage  is  extensive,  with

over 850 buildings affected.
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T-MEC/USMCA  Trade  Disruption: The

U.S.  has  officially  blocked  the  automatic

renewal of its trade treaty with Mexico and

Canada,  moving  to  a  precarious  annual

renewal model that creates a "panorama of

uncertainty" for the next decade.

Turkish  Repression  Ahead  of  NATO:

Over  200  activists  and  journalists  have

been  preemptively  detained in  Ankara

under  the  guise  of  counter-terrorism  to

ensure  a  sanitized  environment  for  the

upcoming NATO summit.

Middle East Power Dynamics: Analysis of

regional  monarchies  highlights  a  trend

toward  centralized  autocratic  power,

particularly  in  Saudi  Arabia  under

Mohammed  bin  Salman,  fueled  by

hydrocarbon wealth and tribal negotiation

structures.

Extreme  Weather  and  Tectonics: The

Pacific region is bracing for Typhoon Babi,

a category 5 equivalent storm, while Italy's

Mount Etna continues a nine-day eruption,

disrupting air travel in Sicily.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Claims  of  U.S.  military  victory  over  Iran

dominate  administration  rhetoric,  though

conflict remains active on multiple fronts.

Militarized  response  to  disaster  in

Venezuela and draconian security protocols

in  Turkey  suggest  a  global  trend  toward

using  military  force  for  domestic  social

control.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

The  U.S.  is  weaponizing  its  defense

umbrella,  accusing  NATO  allies  of

"cowardice" for not assisting in the invasion

of Iran during the previous spring.

Europe faces an "Achilles heel" of strategic

dependence  on  U.S.  arms,  with  34%  of

purchases  flowing  to  the  U.S.  since  the

start of the Ukraine war.

Climate & Extreme Weather

Federal  emergency  agencies  are

stockpiling  supplies  in  Guam  as  Typhoon

Babi threatens waves over 10 meters and

winds of 300 km/h.

Record  ocean  temperatures  in  June  are

linked  to  climate  change,  increasing  the

frequency  and  intensity  of  catastrophic

storms.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The  decision  to  halt  T-MEC  renewal

extinguishes the 16-year stability provision,

forcing  year-to-year  negotiations  that

discourage long-term investment.

Inflation  and  rising  oil  prices,  driven  by

Middle  East  instability,  are  eroding

purchasing power for the North American

working class.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Historical

Narratives

There is a concerted effort to utilize historical

figures to bolster modern political identities.

The  re-evaluation  of  Malinsin  (Malinche)

serves  as  a  strategic  counter-narrative  to

Western  "machista"  interpretations,  framing
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her  as  an  icon  of  resilience rather  than  a

traitor. This cultural movement is not merely

academic;  it  is  presented  as  a  means  to

reclaim  agency  for  indigenous  communities

currently  facing  linguistic  extinction and

social  marginalization.  By  linking  modern

indigenous struggles to pre-Hispanic figures,

activists are attempting to build a long-term

framework  for  collective  resistance against

both  organized  crime  and  the  perceived

failures of the state.

The  Normalization  of  Domestic

Repression

A disturbing trend is emerging where states

utilize  international  summits  or  natural

disasters  to  justify  the  suspension  of  civil

liberties.  In  Turkey,  the  mass  detention  of

academics  and  lawyers ahead  of  a  NATO

summit  is  justified  by  the  state  as  a

preemptive  measure  against  "terrorism"

meant to "make Turkey look bad." Similarly, in

the  U.S.,  the  appointment  of  a  new  ICE

director with a mandate for mass deportations

at a "rhythm never before seen" suggests that

the  administration  is  leveraging  the

anniversary's nationalist fervor to consolidate

control  over  internal  demographics  and

dissent.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  broadcasts  highlight  significant  internal

vulnerabilities within Mexico and the U.S. In

Mexico,  the  state's  capacity  is  being

challenged  by  organized  crime  and  forced

disappearances,  leading  to  a  loss  of

government mandate in some regions where

families must conduct their own searches for

the  missing.  Public  sentiment  is  shifting

toward  skepticism  of  capitalism,  which  is

increasingly  viewed  as  incompatible  with

environmental survival and social dignity.

U.S.  Institutional  Decay: The  U.S.

Supreme  Court’s  rulings  on  birthright

citizenship are  under  fire,  with  warnings

that removing these rights would create a

"hereditary excluded population," mirroring

failed autocratic systems elsewhere.

Mexican Social Fragmentation: The loss

of indigenous languages like Oluteco (with

only 20 speakers left) represents a fracture

in the national  identity that the state has

failed to mend through nationalist policies

of "Castellanization."

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as  a

fracturing multipolar arena where traditional

alliances are under extreme strain.  The U.S.

frames the outside world as a hostile threat

matrix of "foreign suspicion" and "old ghosts,"

necessitating an isolationist and transactional

approach to diplomacy.  This is  evidenced by

the  administration's  treatment  of  NATO

partners  as  subordinates  who  must  pay  for

protection or face abandonment.

Turkey’s  Strategic  Maneuverability:

Ancara  is  using  the  NATO  summit  to

project  domestic  strength while  balancing

its role as a regional power, even as it faces

internal  criticism  for  draconian  security

measures.

European Dependency: European nations

are  described  as  being  strategically

dependent on the U.S. for both security and

intelligence, a vulnerability that the U.S. is

actively  weaponizing  to  drive  its  own

geopolitical agenda.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market  sentiment  is  characterized  by  high

volatility  and  uncertainty,  specifically

regarding  trade  and  energy.  The  U.S.

administration’s rhetoric against communism

and  its  claims  of  military  victory  are  likely

priced  into  the  markets  as  indicators  of

continued  geopolitical  risk  and  potential

supply chain disruptions.

T-MEC Disruption: The cancellation of the

automatic renewal creates a "black swan"

risk for the North American automotive and

agricultural  sectors,  which  rely  on  long-

term regulatory certainty.

Oil  and  Energy: Conflict  in  the  Middle

East  has  directly  caused  spikes  in

petroleum  prices,  impacting  global

transportation  costs  and  fueling  domestic

inflation.

Arms  Trade  Growth: U.S.  defense  firms

are  seeing  massive  inflows,  with  34%  of

European  arms  purchases now  directed

toward U.S. manufacturers since 2022.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Analysis of recent personnel shifts indicates a

trend  toward  appointing  loyalists  to  enforce

hardline nationalist and autocratic policies.

Lenz Skroyer: The new director of ICE, a

veteran law enforcement officer, is tasked

with  executing  mass  deportations  at  an

unprecedented  scale,  signaling  a  shift

toward  aggressive  internal  demographic

management.

Moshtaba  Hamini: The  new  Iranian

leader  remains  in  hiding,  suggesting  a

fragile  succession  process  and  high

vulnerability  to  foreign  intelligence

operations.

Mohammed  bin  Salman  (MBS):

Continues to concentrate power within the

Saudi  monarchy,  utilizing  hydrocarbon

wealth  to  maintain  control  over  a  largely

foreign resident population.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network  prioritizes  nationalistic  re-

interpretations  of  history  and  disaster

reporting  over  systemic  analysis  of  the

ongoing wars. The Lead Stories focus on the

U.S.  250th  anniversary  celebrations,  the

reclamation  of  the  Malinche  narrative,  and

the humanitarian crisis in Venezuela. The tone

is  often  nationalistic  and  emotional,

particularly  when  discussing  indigenous

identity  or  the  "annihilation"  of  U.S.  rivals.

Buried Stories include the specific details of

the  U.S.-Iran  war’s  casualties  and  the  long-

term economic consequences of abandoning T-

MEC stability.  A  Conspicuous  Omission is

the  lack  of  depth  regarding  the  "3  million

dead/missing"  figure  in  Venezuela;  such  a

staggering number should logically dominate

the global  news cycle but is  presented here

alongside  lifestyle  stories  and  historical

analysis.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The transcripts portray a world dominated by

strongman  leaders  and  fragile  democracies,

where competence is measured by the ability

to project force and control information.

COUNTRIES 

United  States: Portrayed  as  a  resurgent

but  corrupt hegemon,  led  by  a  president

described by critics as the "most corrupt in

history,"  yet  projecting  total  global

dominance.
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Turkey: Framed  as  a  competent  but

repressive state,  using  elaborate  security

theatre to manage its  international  image

while stifling domestic dissent.

Venezuela: Depicted  as  a  chaotic  and

tragic zone,  suffering  from  both  natural

disasters  and  claims  of  U.S.-led  military

destruction.

LEADERS 

Donald Trump: Portrayed as a strong and

aggressive leader who prioritizes business

and  nationalistic  victory  over  traditional

diplomatic norms.

Recep  Tayyip  Erdográn: Framed  as  a

calculating autocrat who uses "draconian"

measures  to  ensure  state  security  during

high-profile international events.

Vladimir  Zelensky: Portrayed  as

conciliatory in  his  interactions  with  the

U.S., seeking to maintain alliances despite

shifts in U.S. leadership and posture.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  Turkish

government is accused of creating a false

narrative of terrorist threats to justify the

detention of legitimate political opposition

ahead of the NATO summit.

Disinformation Checks: Reports confirm

that  videos  of  the  Venezuela  earthquake

circulating  on  social  media  were  actually

repurposed  footage  from  a  previous

earthquake  in  the  Philippines,  used  to

exaggerate current instability.

Meta-Narrative: The  U.S.  administration

is  using  the  250th  anniversary  to  push  a

"battle  for  narrative" that  seeks  to

physically  and  metaphorically  erase  the

country’s history as a nation of immigrants.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Trade War Escalation: The abandonment

of  the 16-year T-MEC renewal indicates a

shift  toward  protectionism that  will  likely

result  in  increased  tariffs  and  the

regionalization  of  supply  chains  over  the

next 12-24 months.

Iranian  Regime  Collapse: The

combination  of  the  Ayatollah’s  death,  the

successor’s absence from public view, and

U.S.  claims  of  "military  annihilation"

suggests  a  high  probability  of  imminent

regime  collapse  or  violent  internal

succession struggle.

Climate Migration Crisis: The increasing

intensity of  storms like Typhoon Babi will

likely trigger a mass migration event from

the  Pacific  islands  toward  the  U.S.

mainland,  further  straining  the  already

aggressive U.S. immigration system.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

civil  unrest  in  Turkey  following  the  NATO

summit as detained activists are released or

processed.  The  U.S.  will  likely  announce

further  trade  restrictions  against  Mexico  to

test the new "annual renewal" leverage of T-

MEC.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The impact of

higher energy prices will begin to slow North

American  industrial  production.  Venezuela

may see a transition from disaster relief to a
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state  of  permanent  low-level  conflict  if  U.S.

claims of "annihilation" translate to long-term

occupation or proxy rule.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural changes

to the North American economy are inevitable

as  the  uncertainty  of  T-MEC drives  capital

away  from  Mexico  toward  the  U.S.  and

Southeast Asia. The reclamation of indigenous

identity could lead to significant constitutional

reforms  in  Mexico  as  communities  demand

greater  autonomy  from  a  perceived  failing

state.

RISK ASSESSMENT

North  American  Trade  Collapse: The

U.S. rejection of T-MEC renewal creates a

long-term  economic  vacuum.  Triggers:

Failure  of  the  first  annual  review  or

imposition of new tariffs. Likelihood: High.

Impact: Catastrophic  for  the  Mexican

automotive  and  agricultural  sectors.

Mitigations: Mexico  must  diversify  trade

partners  immediately  and  seek  new

bilateral agreements with the EU or China.

Iranian Power Vacuum Escalation: The

hidden  leadership in  Iran  invites

opportunistic aggression. Triggers: Public

confirmation of the Ayatollah's successor's

death or a major Israeli  strike on Tehran.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Regional

war  and  global  energy  price  shock.

Mitigations: Backchannel  diplomatic

negotiations  and  increased  U.S.  domestic

energy production.

Catastrophic  Infrastructure  Failure  in

U.S.  Territories: Typhoon  Babi poses  an

existential  threat  to  Guam  and  Northern

Marianas. Triggers: Direct hit by Category

5  winds.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Destruction of key U.S. military assets and

humanitarian  crisis.  Mitigations: Pre-

positioning  of  massive  aid  supplies  and

evacuation of non-essential personnel.

Mass Civil Unrest in Mexico: Driven by

forced  disappearances and  economic

instability. Triggers: A high-profile murder

of  an  activist  or  further  consolidation  of

power  by  cartels.  Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Breakdown  of  social  order  and

potential  spillover  into  the  U.S.

Mitigations: Comprehensive  judicial

reform  and  community-led  security

initiatives.

NATO  Fragmentation: U.S.

transactionalism alienates European allies.

Triggers: Withdrawal  of  U.S.  support  for

European  defense  or  a  failure  to  reach

consensus  at  the  Ankara  summit. 

Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: End of the

post-WWII  security  architecture.

Mitigations: European strategic autonomy

and  increased  independent  defense

spending.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The reporting suffers from a lack of verified

ground-level  data  in  conflict  zones and uses

potentially  hyperbolic  figures  that  lack

context.  The  "3  million  dead"  figure  in

Venezuela  is  the  most  glaring  example  of  a

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260705_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260705_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260705_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260705_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260705_170000


potential  error  or  extreme  outlier  that

requires verification.

The  exact  status  of  the  U.S.  "military

annihilation"  of  Iran  and  Venezuela  lacks

casualty  data,  territorial  gain  maps,  or

official surrender documents.

The health and whereabouts of the Iranian

successor are based on rumors of  hiding,

with  no  independent  confirmation  of  his

status or current location.

There  is  no  reporting  on  the  Canadian

response to  the  T-MEC renewal  rejection,

which is critical for understanding the full

regional impact.

The  link  between  Etna's  eruption and

broader  tectonic  instability  across  the

Mediterranean  is  not  addressed,  focusing

only on local flight disruptions.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin" Victory: The U.S. claims

of "annihilation" in Iran and Venezuela may

be  a  massive  psychological  operation  to

project  strength  during  the  250th

anniversary,  masking  a  military  stalemate

or  a  series  of  localized  tactical  retreats.

This  would  explain  the  lack  of  verifiable

victory  data  and  the  focus  on  nationalist

rhetoric over military briefings.

Erdográn’s Double-Cross: The draconian

security measures in Turkey might not be

to protect the NATO summit, but to secure

Ankara against a potential coup or to hide a

secret  diplomatic  pivot  toward  a  non-

aligned  bloc,  using  the  summit  as  a

distraction.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prepare for a period of high-friction trade

negotiations with  the  U.S.,  requiring  the

development  of  rapid-response  diplomatic

teams for annual T-MEC reviews.

Increase  intelligence  monitoring  of  the

Iranian  succession  to  prevent  a  regional

spillover of a power vacuum.

Invest  in  linguistic  and  cultural

preservation as  a  counter-terrorism

strategy  to  stabilize  indigenous  regions

prone to criminal influence.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Hedge  against  volatile  energy  prices and

consider divesting from long-term projects

in Mexico that lack protection from the T-

MEC "sunset" uncertainty.

Diversify  supply  chains  away  from  U.S.

territories  in  the  Pacific,  given  the

catastrophic  risk posed  by  increasing

typhoon intensity.

Monitor  the  European  arms  market for

opportunities in domestic manufacturing as

nations  seek  to  reduce  their  strategic

reliance on U.S. supply chains.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  and  policy  discussions  are

dominated  by  trade  protectionism  and  the

erosion  of  birthright  citizenship.  Policies  in

Turkey and the U.S. reflect a hard shift toward
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using administrative law for demographic and

social control.

BILLS  DISCUSSED/DEBATED: The  U.S.

14th  Amendment is  being  challenged  by

judicial factions, aiming to revoke rights for

children of non-citizens, with the intent to

align U.S. policy with exclusionary models

in the Middle East and Europe.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Trump's

semiquincentennial  speech  in  Washington

DC served  as  a  policy  platform  for

aggressive  anti-communism  and  the

rejection of automatic trade renewals.

KEY STORIES

US  250th  Anniversary  Celebrations:

Massive  events  in  Washington  DC  where

President Trump claimed total victory over

Iran  and  Venezuela,  despite  severe

heatwaves and storms delaying his speech

by two hours.

T-MEC  Renewal  Blocked: The  U.S.

officially  rejected  the  automatic  16-year

renewal of  the  trade  treaty,  moving  to  a

year-by-year  review  that  has  destabilized

North American markets.

Venezuela Earthquake Toll: Eleven days

after the disaster, survivors face a "tragedy

collective"  with  16,000  survivors left

homeless  and  a  death  toll  potentially

reaching millions.

NATO  Summit  Repression: Turkish

police  detained  over  200  activists and

journalists in Ankara ahead of the alliance

meeting, citing counter-terrorism concerns.

Typhoon  Babi  Warning: Guam  and

Northern  Marianas  are  under  category  5

warnings, with waves over 10 meters high

and wind gusts of 300 km/h predicted.

Iranian Succession Crisis: Following the

Ayatollah's  death,  successor  Moshtaba

Hamini has not appeared in public due to

Israeli threats, leaving a power vacuum in

Tehran.

Mount  Etna  Eruption: The  volcano  has

been  active  for  nine  consecutive  days,

emitting  ash  columns  1.5  km  high  and

closing Sicilian airspace.

New U.S. Immigration Leadership: Lenz

Skroyer, a hardline veteran, was nominated

to  lead  ICE  with  a  mandate  for  mass

deportations.

Reclaiming  the  Malinche  Narrative: A

cultural  movement  in  Mexico  is  re-

evaluating  historical  figures  like  Malinsin

as feminist icons of indigenous resistance.

Saudi  Succession  Analysis: Reports  on

the  centralization  of  power under

Mohammed  bin  Salman  as  the  Saudi

monarchy  moves  away  from  fraternal

succession.

Oluteco  Language  Extinction: Only  20

speakers  remain of  this  indigenous

language  in  Veracruz,  highlighting  the

failure of national linguistic policies.

Mothers of the Disappeared: Indigenous

communities  in  Mexico  are  leading  their

own  investigations  into  forced

disappearances due  to  the  perceived

corruption of state security forces.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.
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No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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