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BOSNIA’S INSTITUTIONAL

STAGNATION AND IRAN’S POST-

KHAMENEI CRISIS DESTABILIZE

THE GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  global  security  environment  on  July  5,

2026, is characterized by a deepening divide

between  Western  institutional  frameworks

and  the  reality  of  on-the-ground  political

paralysis.  In  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  (BiH),

the  visit  of  EU  High  Representative  Kaja

Kallas  highlights  a  paralytic  governance

structure that  has  failed  to  secure  373

million euros in EU growth funds due to an

inability  to  pass  fundamental  reforms.  This

internal failure is compounded by a leadership

crisis  within  the  Office  of  the  High

Representative (OHR), where the departure of

Christian Schmidt has left a strategic vacuum

and  triggered  a  dispute  over  interim

management.  The  inability  of  the  "Trojka"

coalition,  HDZ,  and  SNSD  to  reach  a

consensus  on  state  property  laws  reflects  a

broader  trend  of  institutional  decay  where

local elites prioritize maintaining a status quo

of "tutelage" to avoid accountability.

Simultaneously,  the  Middle  East  is  facing  a

massive power vacuum following the death of

Iranian  Supreme  Leader  Ali  Khamenei.

The second day of his mass funeral in Tehran

has  been  overshadowed  by  the  conspicuous

absence of  his  son and presumed successor,

Mojtaba  Khamenei,  who  has  been  in  total

hiding since  February.  This  suggests  a

profound security or succession crisis within

the Iranian regime, occurring just as the U.S.

and  Israel  acknowledge  a  catastrophic

targeting error—allegedly involving AI-driven

systems—that  resulted  in  the  death  of  168

children at  an Iranian school.  These events,

alongside  the  upcoming  NATO  summit  in

Ankara,  signal  a  fracturing  of  the

international  order  where  traditional

diplomacy  is  increasingly  sidelined  by

asymmetric  threats,  technological  failures,

and elite infighting.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Bosnia  and  Herzegovina’s  EU  Path

Blockage

The  state  has  failed  to  ratify  documents

necessary to access 373 million euros from

the  EU  Growth  Plan,  with  total  potential

losses reaching 300 million by the end of

June due to legislative gridlock.

The OHR transition is in flux as Luis Krišok

(Shook)  takes  over  as  acting  deputy

following  the  departure  of  Christian

Schmidt,  with  no  consensus on  a

permanent  successor  among  the  Peace

Implementation Council (PIC) members.

State  property  laws  remain  the  primary

point  of  contention,  with  local  leaders

accused of intentionally slowing reforms to

avoid  anti-corruption  measures  that

followed Croatia’s EU entry model.
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Iran’s  Succession  Crisis  and  Military

Fallout

Tehran  is  in  mourning  for  Ayatollah  Ali

Khamenei,  but  the  absence  of  Mojtaba

Khamenei  at  the  funeral  confirms a  deep

crisis in the regime's transition plan.

A U.S. Tomahawk missile strike on a school

in  Minab,  Iran,  on  February  28  is  now

attributed to "outdated information" and a

failure  in  military  databases,  potentially

involving AI targeting tools like Anthropic’s

Claude.

NATO Ankara Summit Tensions

European leaders are meeting in Ankara to

discuss  increasing  defense  spending  to

deter  Russian  aggression and  mitigate

tensions  with  the  Trump  administration’s

"America First" posture.

The summit focuses on "tech sovereignty"

and  new  weapon  systems,  yet  notably

excludes representatives from the Balkans,

including  BiH  and  Kosovo,  from  key

security discussions.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  conflict  in  Ukraine  persists  with

Russian  forces  claiming  control  over

Konstantinovka,  while  Kyiv  continues  to

face  heavy  missile  and  drone  barrages

targeting residential infrastructure.

Hezbollah is increasingly deploying cheap,

fiber-optic  tethered drones that  bypass

traditional  radio-jamming  electronic

warfare,  killing  Israeli  soldiers and

highlighting a gap in modern air defenses.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Kaja  Kallas’s  visit  to  BiH  is  framed  as  a

"last chance" for local authorities to prove

commitment  to  the  EU,  yet  domestic

political  vacations and election campaigns

take precedence over reform agendas.

The OHR’s role is being challenged by both

internal  factions  seeking  its  abolition and

external  powers like Russia,  which insists

the  position  remains  vacant  without  UN

Security Council approval.

Tech Sovereignty & AI

The  "knowledge  gap"  between  AI

developers and military users is identified

as a critical risk, following targeting errors

that resulted in mass civilian casualties in

Iran.

Starlink  is  being  weaponized  in  the

Amazon, used by both indigenous groups to

report  illegal  mining and  by  cartels  to

coordinate  drug  production  and  evade

federal police raids.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Institutional  Tutelage  vs.  Sovereign

Accountability

A  recurring  theme  is  the  addiction  to

international oversight in BiH. Local elites

are  portrayed  as  preferring  "foreign  tutors"

because  it  allows  them to  deflect  blame for

systemic  failures.  The OHR’s  "Bonn Powers"

are  simultaneously  decried  as  undemocratic

and relied upon as a stabilizing crutch. This

creates a moral hazard where the promise of

EU funds (373 million euros) is insufficient to

drive  reform  because  the  political  cost  of

losing control over state assets is perceived as

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260705_073000


higher  than  the  economic  benefit  to  the

citizenry.

The Fragility of AI-Driven Warfare

The integration of AI into the U.S. military’s

targeting systems is undergoing a period of

scrutiny after  the  Minab school  strike.  The

"human in the loop" principle is being tested

as digital intelligence tools fail to synchronize

with  ground  realities,  such  as  an  old  naval

facility  being  converted  into  an  elementary

school.  This  trend  suggests  that  as  warfare

accelerates,  the  speed of  decision-making  is

outstripping  the  quality  of  the  intelligence

being used.

Fracturing  of  the  Global  Scientific

Commons

Tensions between the U.S., EU, and China are

forcing a bifurcation of space exploration

and  high-tech  research.  Projects  like  the

"SMILE" mission (Solar wind Magnetosphere

Ionosphere Link Explorer) represent the last

gasps of cooperation before a total split into

Western and Sino-centric technological blocs,

impacting  everything  from lunar  exploration

to climate monitoring.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Elite Gridlock

The  "Trojka"  coalition  is  under  fire  for

failing to deliver  on the "European path,"

with critics arguing they have embarrassed

the state in front of international officials.

Institutional decay is evident in the failure

to  appoint  a  main  negotiator  for  the  EU,

leaving the country unprepared for Kallas’s

visit.

Croatia: Executive Friction

A constitutional  row has erupted between

President  Zoran  Milanović  and  Prime

Minister  Andrej  Plenković  over  the

deployment of  21 soldiers for  the Bastille

Day  parade  in  Paris,  reflecting  deep

partisan  polarization  and  a  breakdown  in

the chain of command.

Iran: Regime Security Crisis

The  public  absence  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei

suggests internal purges or a high-stakes

power  struggle  following  the  Supreme

Leader’s death, leading to a "deep security

crisis"  where  the  nascent  leadership is

entirely underground.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

U.S. Isolationism and Border Enforcement

The  Trump  administration’s  posture  is

characterized  by  aggressive  domestic

enforcement and a  retreat  from traditional

alliances.  Immigration  crackdowns  are

described  as  using  "military  hardware"  and

"roving sweeps" that target people based on

perceived  race,  leading  to  net  negative

migration for the first  time in decades.  This

domestic focus is coupled with a demand for

European allies to assume more responsibility

for their own defense, as seen in the Ankara

summit's subtext.

Russian  Persistence  and  Ukraine’s

Resilience

Russia is framed as a relentless aggressor

that continues to pressure the "Kyiv regime"

through  attrition.  Despite  reports  of  fuel

shortages  and domestic  production  drops  of

25%,  Moscow  continues  to  launch  mass
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attacks  (496  drones  and  74  missiles  in  a

single Kyiv strike) to break Ukrainian logistics

and civilian morale.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is marked by a failure

of small states to integrate into larger blocs,

leading to significant financial penalties. High

inflation and unfavorable borrowing rates are

squeezing  developing  economies  that  fail  to

meet "reform agendas."

EU Growth Fund Loss: BiH is at risk of

losing 373 million euros due to legislative

inaction.

Russian  Energy  Sector: Refineries  are

under  constant  attack,  leading  to  a  25%

drop in gasoline production.

Illegal Commodities: The illicit gold trade

in  the  Amazon  is  estimated  to  be  a  48

billion dollar industry, fueling drug cartels

and environmental destruction.

Tourism Marketing: Croatia spent 4 to 5

million euros on a high-profile ad featuring

John  Malkovich,  contrasting  with  BiH's

failure to even film a tourism commercial in

a decade.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Key  leadership  transitions  are  occurring

under  duress,  with  interim  appointments

becoming the norm in unstable regions.

Luis Krišok (Shook): Appointed as Acting

Deputy High Representative in BiH; his role

is seen as a temporary solution to the PIC's

inability  to  agree  on  a  successor  to

Christian Schmidt.

Mojtaba  Khamenei: Labeled  as  the

missing  successor;  his  absence  from  his

father’s funeral signals a potentially violent

or contested power transition in Iran.

Kaja Kallas: Operating as the EU’s chief

diplomat, she is attempting to maintain EU

unity on  the  Balkan  enlargement  while

facing  resistance  from  local  nationalists

like Milorad Dodik.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network’s lead stories focus on regional

failure and  the  moral  weight  of  history,

specifically  the  Srebrenica  anniversary  and

the failure of BiH leaders to advance toward

the  EU.  This  is  framed  through  a  lens  of

national frustration.  Buried stories include

the  catastrophic  AI  targeting  error  in  Iran,

which  is  treated  as  a  technological/military

report rather than a central geopolitical crisis.

The emotional tone is one of cautious alarm,

particularly  regarding  the  potential  for

renewed  conflict  in  the  Balkans  if  OHR

authority  continues  to  erode.  A  conspicuous

omission  is  any  detailed  plan  for  the  "day

after"  in  Iran,  despite  reporting  on  the

Supreme Leader's death.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasting nation (BiH) is portrayed as

a stagnant and weak actor, caught between

the "friend" EU and "hostile" internal factions.

The U.S. is framed as a chaotic but powerful

protector whose  domestic  policy  (Trump/
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immigration) increasingly dictates its foreign

posture.

The  European  Union is  framed  as  a

principled  but  inept partner  that  offers

billions  in  aid  but  lacks  the  political

willpower to enforce the conditions of that

aid.  Quotes  describe  the  EU  as  acting

"strangely"  toward  BiH,  asking  for  much

more than can be made.

Russia is  portrayed  as  a  principled  foe

that  is  "consistent"  in  its  opposition  to

Western  oversight  in  the  Balkans  and

principled in  its  refusal  to  recognize

Schmidt's successor.

Anthropic/AI Corporations are framed as

evasive  and  dangerous,  with  CEOs

claiming  "knowledge  gaps"  to  avoid

responsibility for mass casualty strikes.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: In BiH, the idea that

the EU path is a "facade" to avoid prison—

modeled after Croatia’s "Sanader case"—is

being  seeded  by  analysts to  explain  the

current legislative gridlock.

Censorship: The Iranian regime is actively

manipulating  information  surrounding  the

school  strike,  calling  child  victims

"martyrs"  while  silencing  families and

reporters.

Disinformation: U.S. officials are accused

of  using  a  "playbook  of  repeat,  repeat,

repeat" to characterize legal gun owners as

"would-be  killers"  to  justify  immigration

crackdowns.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Hypotheses

If Mojtaba Khamenei remains missing, the

Iranian  Revolutionary  Guard  (IRGC)  will

likely  move  to  overtly  seize  power,

leading  to  a  more  militarized  and

aggressive  foreign  policy  to  distract  from

domestic instability.

The  loss  of  EU funds  in  BiH will  lead  to

increased borrowing from non-Western

actors (China/Gulf states), further eroding

the EU’s leverage over local reforms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

social  unrest  in  BiH  as  citizens  realize  the

scale of lost EU aid. The July 14 PIC meeting

will  be  a  major  flashpoint for  the  OHR’s

legitimacy.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  U.S.

immigration crackdowns will  likely lead to a

shortage of police officers in major cities as

personnel  are  diverted  to  "roving  sweeps,"

potentially  causing  a  spike  in  urban  crime

noted by local officials.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A total "bifurcation"

of  global  tech will  occur,  with the West and

China  operating  entirely  separate  satellite,

internet, and space station infrastructures.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

Regional Balkan Conflict: The erosion of

the  OHR’s  authority  and  Russian-backed

opposition  to  High  Representative

decisions could spark a security collapse.

Triggers:  PIC  failure  to  appoint  a

successor;  unilateral  secession  moves  by

the RS. Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:

Catastrophic.  Mitigations:  NATO

reinforcement of the EUFOR Althea mission

currently at 35 million euros.

Iranian  Civil  War: A  failed  succession

after  Khamenei’s  death  could  lead  to  a

fracturing  of  the  security  apparatus.

Triggers:  Continued  absence  of  Mojtaba

Khamenei;  IRGC  infighting.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Global  Energy  Shock.

Mitigations:  International  mediation  and

securing nuclear sites.

Autonomous  Warfare  Failure: The

reliance on AI for targeting without human

oversight  leads  to  uncontrolled

escalations.  Triggers:  Another  high-

casualty error like the Minab school strike.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Massive  loss  of

life  and  diplomatic  fallout.  Mitigations:

Strict  "Human  in  the  Loop"  international

protocols.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcasts fail to explain the precise

cause of Khamenei's death or the nature of

the  "security  crisis"  keeping  Mojtaba

Khamenei in hiding.

There  is  no  verified  data  on  the  actual

performance of fiber-optic drones against

Western  armor  beyond  Hezbollah's

propaganda videos.

The  economic  reports  on  the  "48  billion

dollar"  gold  industry  lack  a  traceable

source and  may  be  inflated  to  justify

environmental crackdowns.

The impact of U.S. net negative migration

on  its  own  domestic  labor  market and

GDP is not addressed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Managed  Stagnation: The  BiH

gridlock is not a failure, but a deliberate

success for  the  "Trojka/HDZ/SNSD"  to

keep  the  country  in  a  "gray  zone"  where

they  can  access  limited  aid  without

implementing the anti-corruption laws that

would lead to their own legal prosecution.

The  AI  Scapegoat: Anthropic’s  Claude

was not used in the strike; the "knowledge

gap"  is  a  convenient  fiction created  by

the  Pentagon  to  avoid  admitting  to  a

manual  targeting  error  by  human

commanders.

Black  Swan: A  coordinated  cyber-

physical  attack on  the  Starlink

constellation  by  Russia/China,  effectively

blinding indigenous resistance and Western

logistics in a single move.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Secure  the  OHR  transition  by  July  14  to

prevent  a  vacuum of  legal  authority in

BiH.

Demand  transparent  audits  of  AI-assisted

military  target  databases  following  the

Minab disaster.
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Expand EUFOR Althea funding to counter

asymmetric fiber-optic drone threats noted

in the Levant.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Divest  from  Balkan  projects  reliant  on

"Growth  Plan"  funds  until  legislative

ratification is confirmed.

Invest  in  "Anti-Drone"  mesh-netting  and

shotgun  technologies  for  site  security

developed by the Israeli military.

Monitor  Brazilian  Starlink  regulatory  risk

as federal police target users connected to

illegal mining.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was marked by legislative paralysis

in  BiH  and  regulatory  crackdown in  the

U.S.,  with  a  focus  on immigration and state

property.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

BiH  State  Property  Law: Aimed  at

resolving  decades  of  dispute;  currently

blocked by ethno-nationalist divisions.

BiH  Court  Law: Required  for  EU

accession; stalled due to political vacation

cycles.

U.S.  Federal  Immigration  Mandates:

Authorizing  "roving  sweeps"  and  military

hardware for border enforcement.

KEY STORIES

Kallas  Visit  to  BiH: EU’s  High

Representative  arrives  in  Sarajevo to  find

the state has lost 300 million euros due to

failed reforms.

Khamenei Funeral: Thousands gather in

Tehran;  Mojtaba  Khamenei's  absence

signals a leadership crisis.

Minab  School  Strike: U.S.  admits  to  a

"catastrophic  error"  after  a  missile  killed

168 children in Iran.

Hezbollah  Drone  Warfare: New  fiber-

optic  tethered  drones  kill  12  Israeli

soldiers, bypassing radio jams.

Srebrenica  31st  Anniversary:

International  summer  school  opens  in

Potočari  to  educate  students on  genocide

prevention.

Croatia  Military  Row: President

Milanović  blocks  21 soldiers  from a Paris

parade, citing constitutional authority.

Starlink  Amazon  Conflict: Elon  Musk’s

satellite dishes are used by both indigenous

protectors and illegal gold miners.

Worms vs. Plastic: Italian startup "Plastic

Entropy"  identifies  enzymes  from  worms

that degrade plastic.

Konstantinovka Advance: Russian forces

claim  to  have  seized  66km around  the

industrial hub.

Djokovic  at  Wimbledon: Novak  Đoković

secures  his  106th  win,  breaking  Roger

Federer's record.

F1 Silverstone: Charles Leclerc wins the

British Grand Prix after a 623-day drought.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.
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No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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