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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

VENEZUELA: AFTER THE SHOCK

— Recovery from Catastrophic Double Earthquake Amidst Economic
& Geopolitical Realignment (June 2026 Report)

BT DOUBLE EARTHQUAKE EVENT: June 24, 2026.
Magnitudes 7.2-7.5.
DAY-AT-A-GLANCE (Day 13):
3,685+ Confirmed Deaths, 16,700+ Injuries.
Widespread PTSD & Displacement.

“Provisional Government” (Pres. Encargada Delsi
Rodriguez) faces Acute Humanitarian & Structural Crisis.
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UNITY NARRATIVE:
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Bank of England Gold: $2B
(Inaccessible)

Citgo Dividends: $5B
(Locked)
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MULTIPOLAR AID MOBILIZATION
(Coordinating with ‘Provisional Government’)
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RESTRICTED UNHABITABLE/DEMOLITION
(400+ Properties) (Mision Vivienda Issues Debated)

TURKEY, SPAIN, PORTUGAL,
BRAZIL, COLOMBIA:
Specialized Teams
(Field Hospitals, Forensic)

MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS
(PTSD, ‘Phantom Earthquake’)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & FUTURE OUTLOOK

RISK ASSESSMENT
& SCENARIOS

Economic Collapse
(Fiscal Exhaustion)

Structural Collapse
("Yellow’ Buildings)

A Epidemic Outbreak
(Shelters)

Geopolitical Miscalculation
(Sovereignty vs. Aid)

RECOMMENDATIONS
& IMPLICATIONS

PUBLIC SECTOR STRATEGY
(Prioritize SDR Unfreezing,
Diversify Logistics to Maracay,
Maintain ‘Open Door’ with
Command South/OCHA)

PRIVATE SECTOR ADAPTATION

(Move Logistics to Puerto Cabello,

Invest in ‘Drywall’ & Lightweight
Materials, Focus on Interior Axes)

LONG-TERM TRENDS
& THEMES

Debt for Sovereignty Swaps
(Political Concessions for Funds?)

Urban Repurposing
(Uninhabitable Zones to Parks)

Privatization of Reconstruction
(Corporate ‘Godfathering’)

Mandatory Seismic Standards
(Affordability Crisis?)
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VENEZUELA RECOVERS FROM
CATASTROPHIC DOUBLE
EARTHQUAKE AMID SYSTEMIC
ECONOMIC STRAIN AND
GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Thirteen days after the devastating "double
earthquake" of June 24, 2026, Venezuela
remains in a state of acute humanitarian and
structural crisis. The event, which registered
magnitudes between 7.2 and 7.5, has resulted
in a confirmed death toll of 3,685 individuals
and more than 16,700 injuries. The focal point
of the destruction is the coastal state of La
Guaira, where an estimated 80% of the
infrastructure has been affected. The disaster
has forced a fragile "provisional government,"
led Dby Encargada"  Delsi
Rodriguez, into a complex dance of seeking
international legitimacy to access billions in
frozen assets while managing a domestic
population suffering from widespread PTSD
and displacement.

"Presidenta

The economic outlook is a study in contrasts.
While the core petroleum and manufacturing
axes in the interior remain largely intact, the
national reconstruction cost is estimated by

the UN at $37 billion, vastly outstripping the
country’s projected annual fiscal revenue of
$20 billion. This fiscal gap is driving a
strategic pivot toward international financial
institutions, including the IMF and the World
Bank, and necessitating cooperation with the
United States via Command South. The
convergence of a domestic political transition
(linked to a crisis on January 3, 2026) and this
natural disaster has created a high-stakes
environment where logistical efficiency and
transparent aid management are the primary
currencies of political survival.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Financing the Reconstruction: Economists
and officials are debating how to close a
massive funding gap for rebuilding efforts.

e The United Nations estimates
reconstruction costs at $37 billion, whereas
the government has only announced a $200
million fund.

* Proposals are on the table to access $5.1
billion in IMF Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) currently ‘'"sleeping" due to
recognition disputes.

* Further sources include $2 billion in gold
held by the Bank of England and $5 billion
in Citgo dividends.

Infrastructure and Logistical Bottlenecks:
The paralysis of La Guaira's port and airport
has forced a shift in national logistics.

* Maiquetia International Airport is
operating on a parallel runway while the

main track undergoes repairs.

* Maritime cargo is being diverted to Puerto
Cabello, where local authorities are
reportedly charging a controversial $100
fee per container.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_040400_Noticias_Globovision
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_220000_Noticias_Globovision_Regiones
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_223000_Noticias_Globovision_Internacionales
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_223000_Noticias_Globovision_Internacionales
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_170000_Kicosis
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_170000_Kicosis
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_170000_Kicosis
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_223000_Noticias_Globovision_Internacionales
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_160000_Noticias_Globovision
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_100400_Primera_pagina
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260707_100400_Primera_pagina

* The "Aragua Tacarigua" airport in Maracay

has been reactivated after six years to

serve as a strategic alternative.

International Aid Mobilization: A
multipolar array of nations and organizations
has deployed to the disaster zone.

* The United States, represented by General
Francis Donovan of Command South, is
coordinating rescue and reconstruction
efforts with the Rodriguez administration.

e China has delivered 85 tons of
humanitarian id, including power

generators and water purifiers.

* Specialized teams from Spain, Turkey,
Brazil, and Colombia are managing field
hospitals and forensic identifi

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The
"provisional government" is using the disaster
to consolidate a narrative of national unity.
Presidenta Encargada Rodriguez has
appointed José David Cabello as the new
head of Pequibén to strengthen the
petrotechnical motor. However, critics and
analysts warn against "atrincheramiento"
(entrenchment) and urge the government to

incorporate technocratic experts rather than

just political loyalists.

Critical Infrastructure Security: Extensive
damage to "Mision Vivienda" buildings and
private high-rises in La Guaira and Caracas
has sparked a debate on building codes.
Experts point to the "gelatina" (jelly) effect
where seismic waves were amplified by soil
conditions. The government has implemented
a "traffic light" (semaforo) system for building
safety: Green (habitable), Yellow (restricted),
and Red (unhabitable/potential demolition) for

some 400 properties.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: There is
an emerging push for "forensic engineering"
to determine if construction companies or
municipal officials are legally liable for
building collapses. Legal experts emphasize
that while earthquakes are "acts of God,"
building failures often have human
signatures due to negligence or corruption in
following Covenin 1756 standards.

Global Health & Biosecurity: Beyond
immediate trauma care, health officials are
concerned about "Rhabdomyolysis" (tissue
damage leading to kidney failure) in crush
victims and respiratory infections from dust in
the disaster zones. Mental health is a critical
priority, with NGOs and the state deploying
tele-psychology services to combat
widespread PTSD and "phantom earthquake"
syndrome.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Economic Resilience vs. Reconstruction
Debt: Analysts distinguish between the
"medullar" economy (oil, interior
manufacturing), which is functional, and the
"service" economy (tourism, housing), which
is decimated. The state faces a choice: debt-
financed reconstruction or radical
liberalization to attract private capital. The

economic growth forecast has been tempered

but not abandoned, with some predicting a

recovery driven by construction activity.

Social Solidarity as Political Capital: The
"Venezolano nunca se rinde" (Venezuelan
never gives up) narrative is being heavily
promoted. Civil society organizations,
universities (UCV, ULA), and even "privados
de libertad" (prisoners) with technical skills
are being integrated into the recovery effort.
This grassroots mobilization is serving as a
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buffer against social unrest in the face of
resource scarcity.

Multipolar Diplomatic Convergence:
Venezuela has become a rare theater where
U.S. military assets (Command South) operate
in the same environment as Chinese aid and
Portuguese humanitarian delegations. This
provides the provisional government a unique
opportunity to normalize relations with the
West while maintaining its Eastern alliances,
provided it can navigate the recognition
hurdles at the IMF.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The provisional government is facing pressure
to move beyond a "reactive" posture. While
the public has largely responded with
solidarity, undercurrents of dissatisfaction
remain regarding delayed response times and
the high cost of essentials. Partisan
polarization continues to shadow the relief
effort; the government’'s rejection of
comments by the Mayor of Panama regarding
"monitoring" aid via GPS highlights a hyper-

nsitivi rceiv vereignty violations.
Societal stability is also threatened by
"garimpeiros"—individuals scavenging for
valuables in the ruins—which victims' families
view as a profanation of the dead. In Caracas,
the discovery of survivors 12 days after the

quake has fueled demands to continue rescue
phases indefinitely, creating a potential point
of friction if the state moves to the "recovery
of bodies" phase prematurely.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Venezuela is currently framed as a zone of
"humanitarian urgency" that transcends

ideological blocks. The provisional
government is leveraging this status to press
for international debt relief and the
unfreezing of assets. The role of the U.S. is
particularly pivotal; the call by the Mayor of
New York for the restoration of TPS
(Temporary Protected Status) for Venezuelans
indicates that the disaster is influencing
domestic U.S. politics and migration policy.
Meanwhile, the state continues to project a
"principled" stance, accepting aid while

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is one of transition from
crisis management to strategic planning.
While retail sales have seen a short-term
spike as citizens stock up on essentials, the
long-term outlook depends on structural
reforms. High bank reserve requirements
(encaje bancario) at 73% are being criticized
for stifling credit needed for construction.

Key Economic Vectors:

e Reconstruction Estimate: $37 Billion
(UN/OCHA).

* Currency Impact: The official dollar rate

has risen approximately 5% since the

disaster.

* Fiscal Revenue: Projected at $20 Billion
annually from oil exports.

* Growth Projection: Adjusted downward
from 7-9% to approximately 5%.
e Trade Hurdles: Puerto Cabello container

fees ($100) are impacting import costs.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The following leadership shifts and status
updates were noted during the day's
broadcasts:

* José David Cabello: Appointed as the new
president of Pequibén to consolidate the
petrochemical sector under central
government control during the crisis.

Delsi/Delsis Rodriguez: Acting in the
capacity of "Presidenta Encargada,"
focusing on international rdination and
visiting temporary shelters.

* Dinora Figuera: Mentioned as a figure
that the U.S. should return to help
reactivate the political transition process.

* Jaquelin Farias: Appointed to lead a
"Great Mission" for recovery, though
analysts criticize the lack of clarity on her
mandate and resources.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Globovision’s editorial posture for July 7,
2026, is one of nationalistic reassurance
and humanitarian solidarity. The "Lead
Stories" focus on the official status of
recovery, the influx of international aid
(highlighting China, Russia, and the U.S.), and
detailed technical advice on building safety
and mental health. The emotional tone is
somber yet productive, emphasizing the
"milagros" (miracles) of survival. "Buried
Stories" include the specifics of the political
crisis on January 3, 2026, and the depth of the
initial recognition dispute at the IMF which
are alluded to but not explored in detail. A
conspicuous detailed
investigation into the construction quality
of Mision Vivienda projects, which experts

omission is a

suggest failed disproportionately compared to
older structures.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's news portrays a fracturing of
previous "friend/foe" binaries in favor of
"competent” humanitarian assistance.

COUNTRIES

* China: Portrayed as a "principled friend"
providing high-tech aid (85 tons) and
images from satellites. Characterized as
competent and supportive.

* United States: Portrayed as a necessary
and "strong" partner for reconstruction
through Command South. A shift from
"adversary" to "collaborator" is implied.

* Turkey: Framed as a ‘"heroic and
experienced" ally, with its rescue teams
described as having "very high technology"
and tireless dedication.

e Panama: Characterized as "miserable" and
"vulgar" due to the Mayor's comments on

L d
LEADERS

* Presidenta Encargada Rodriguez:
Portrayed as ‘'active and in-control,"
personally visiting shelters and inspecting
runways.

* General Francis Donovan: Framed as a
"professional and objective" military leader

focused on operations and logistics.
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NON-STATE & CORPORATE
ACTORS
 IMF/World Bank: Portrayed as

"gatekeepers" to the nation's own funds.
Characterized as having low conditionality
options for quick financing.

* Fedecamaras: Framed as a "proactive and
patriotic" corporate entity mobilizing heavy
machinery and logistics.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The narrative is heavily policed to prevent
"social alarm." The government and state
media are actively countering "fake news"
about impending tsunamis or the use of mass
graves, which they claim are "distortions"
intended to create panic. There is a clear
effort to shift the blame for building collapses
from construction corruption toward

"unprecedented seismic intensity" and "soil
site effects." The "Jan 3rd" vs "June 24th"
narrative seeding suggests the government is
trying to use the earthquake to reset the clock

on political transition demands.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Debt for Sovereignty Swaps: To access
the $37 billion needed, the provisional
government may have to make significant
political concessions regarding the January

3rd crisis to unlock IMF/Bank of England

assets.

e Urban Repurposing: Highly damaged
areas of La Guaira may be permanently
declared unhabitable and converted into
"recreational zones" or parks to prevent
future loss of life, leading to mass
permanent migration to the interior.

Privatization of Reconstruction: The
state’s fiscal shortfall will likely lead to the
"apadrinamiento” (godfathering) of
buildings by private companies, shifting
urban development toward a corporate-led
model.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect the arrival
of more international "forensic" engineering
teams to finalize the "traffic light" building
audits. Risk of social friction as rescue
operations definitively transition to debris
removal.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A formal
decision on the $5.1 billion SDRs will be the
primary economic bellwether. The "Aragua
Tacarigua" airport will likely become the
permanent cargo hub if Maiquetia repairs
stall.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Venezuela may see a
significant structural realignment of its cities.
The adoption of "Drywall" and Seismic
Isolators could become mandatory, potentially
making new housing unaffordable for the
lower classes without massive mortgage
credit reform.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risks identified focus on the
intersection of physical devastation and
political instability.

* Economic Collapse through Fiscal
Exhaustion: Triggers: Diversion of all oil
revenue to reconstruction, causing non-
payment of teachers and state workers.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Massive social
unrest. Mitigations: Immediate unfreezing
of offshore assets and lowering bank
reserve requirements.

* Structural Collapse of "Yellow"
Buildings: Triggers: Strong aftershocks
(réplicas) or unauthorized re-entry into
damaged structures. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Further secondary
casualties. Mitigations: Strict police
enforcement of exclusion zones and rapid
demolition.

* Epidemic Outbreak in Shelters:
Triggers: Lack of potable water and
sanitation in 80+ camps. Likelihood:
Moderate-High. Impact: Public health
crisis complicating recovery. Mitigations:
Rapid deployment of hin water
purifiers and Portuguese sanitation kits.

* Geopolitical Miscalculation: Triggers:
Rejection of U.S./Command  South
coordination as a "sovereignty violation."
Likelihood: Low. Impact: Withdrawal of
critical reconstruction technical assets.
Mitigations: Continued "Presidential

Encargada" level diplomatic engagement.

* Financial Corruption in Aid
Distribution: Triggers: Lack of a socially
credible technocratic lead for the "Great
Mission." Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Loss of international donor trust.
Mitigations: Creating a joint state-private-
international oversight fund.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not provide the exact
nature of the "January 3, 2026" crisis,
which appears to be the genesis of the

nature of the

"provisional" current

government.

e There is a lack of information on the status
of remote rural communities outside the
La Guaira-Caracas-Aragua corridor.

* The role of the traditional military
hierarchy versus the
government" in aid distribution is not
clearly defined, raising questions about
potential power struggles.

"provisional

* The fate of missing persons beyond a few
"miracle" stories is largely glossed over,
likely to maintain social order.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Collapse Cover" Hypothesis: The
state’s focus on the earthquake is a deliberate
attempt to distract from the fact that the
government was failing to govern even before
the disaster. The disaster provides a perfect
excuse for the bankruptcy of the "Jan 3rd"
transition.

The "Building for Export" Pivot: Rather
than reconstruction for the poor, the
government and Fedecamaras might be
planning to turn La Guaira into a "Hub" or
Special Economic Zone using foreign capital,
effectively displacing the previous residents in
a massive case of disaster gentrification.

Black Swan Event: A massive Magnitude
7.0+ aftershock hitting an already
compromised Caracas infrastructure (like the
"red" zones in San Bernardino or Los Palos
Grandes) would likely lead to a total state
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failure and necessitate an international
intervention/trusteeship.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Maintain the "open door" policy
with Command South and OCHA to
ensure technical dominance over ruin
recovery.

* Economic: Prioritize the unfreezing of the
$5.1 billion SDRs over new debt, using
the disaster as leverage for "humanitarian
legitimacy."

* Diplomatic: Use the "Aragua/Maracay"
hub to diversify logistics and reduce
dependency on the vulnerable coastline.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Move logistics to Puerto
Cabello but lobby for the removal of

arbitrary fees that could ignite inflation.

* Regulatory: Invest in "Drywall" and
lightweight materials as the new market
standard for safe, earthquake-resistant

* Capital Allocation: Focus on the interior
axis (Valencia, Barquisimeto) for industrial
projects, as the coast remains a long-term
risk zone.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current governance is operating under an
Emergency Decree issued on June 24, 2024,
which centralizes powers for disaster relief.
Legal and financial experts are currently
debating several key policy shifts to manage
the recovery.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Mortgage Credit Reform: A proposal to
modify laws to allow victims with destroyed

homes to access long-term low-interest
credits for relocation.

* Encaje Bancario Reduction: A proposed
reduction in the 73% bank reserve

requirement to liberate $1.5 billion for

construction financing.

* Tax Holiday for Disaster Zones: A
proposal for "impuesto como palanca" (tax

as a lever) to attract private investment

into rebuilding La Guaira.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e Command South-Rodriguez Meeting:
Strategic meeting to coordinate rescue and
logistical operations.

* Consenso Educativo Briefing: Report on
the 70-75% attendance rate in non-affected
schools and the need for private school
credits.

* UN/OCHA Progress Report:

Announcement that the transition has
moved from ‘"rescue" to 'long-term
assistance."

KEY STORIES

* The June 24 "Double Earthquake": A
catastrophic seismic event with magnitudes
up to 7.5 that devastated La Guaira and
Caracas, killing 3,685 people and leaving
17,907 buildings damaged.

* Command South and Presidenta
Rodriguez Coordination: General Francis
Donovan met with Acting President
Rodriguez to align U.S. military logistics
with Venezuelan state recovery efforts.
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The $37 Billion Gap: The UN estimates a
massive $37B reconstruction cost for a
country with only $20B in annual revenue,
triggering a fight for frozen SDRs and Bank
of England gold.

The "Semaforo" (Traffic Light) Building
Audits: A commission of 2,500 engineers
is labeling buildings: Green for safe,

Yellow for damage, and Red for

unhabitable, affecting 400+ properties in
Caracas and La Guaira.

Chinese Humanitarian Advanced Team:
Arrival of 85 tons of specialized Chinese
equipment, including solar lamps and water
purifiers, to support 80+ temporary
camps.

The Puerto Cabello "Fee" Controversy:
Displaced cargo at Puerto Cabello is being
met with a $100 per container fee, which
Fedecamaras and aduaneros (customs
agents) criticize as predatory.

The Maracay Airport Reactivation: After
6 vyears of closure, the "Aragua
Tacarigua" airport is now the primary
alternative for cargo and commercial
flights while Maiquetia repairs runways.

Rescue of 11-Year-Old Moisés
Calzadilla: A "miracle" story where a
Colombian rescue team saved a boy after
48 hours trapped in the rubble.

The (Nails) Survivor
Disappearance: A viral video of a woman
worried about her "pretty nails" during her
rescue was followed by reports from her
daughter that her whereabouts are
currently unknown, highlighting the
chaos of the recovery phase.

"Unas"

The Portuguese Medical and Forensic
Deployment: Portugal sent 13 tons of aid
and specialized teams to identify the 97
Portuguese citizens among the dead.

* The Scavenger "Garimpeiro" Crisis:
Families in La Guaira report individuals
"profaning" ruins to
valuables, demanding
control over the debris.

scavenge for
stricter military

* 3D Printed Férulas (Splints): A
multidisciplinary team of "makers" used 3D
printing technology to produce 20,000
medical splints for fracture victims.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts



that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

ia- - -bri . You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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