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GLOBAL ALIGNMENT SHIFTS:
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A PIVOTAL MOMENT OF GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT & FRAGMENTATION
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NATO Summit Friction
(Trump Criticizes Allies,
Transactional Shift)

Economic Instability:
High Debt, Inflation,
Resource Protectionism
(Stratos Data Center,
French Debt >100% GDP)
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Erosion of Western
Hegemony & “Paper
Tiger” Perception

Khamenei Funeral: “New
World Order” Diplomatic Event
(100 Nations, Millions Mourn)
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& MULTIPOLAR Donbas Advance)
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WESTERN
FRAGMENTATION
& LEADERSHIP
CRISES

India-Indonesia BrahMos Deal
(Non-Western Defense Ties)

IOC Reinstates Russia
(Diplomatic Victory)

Economic & Tech
Sovereignty:
Alternative Trade Routes,
Al Sovereignty Gap
Warnings, BRICS Focus

UKRAINE DEFEAT
(Russian Donbas Gains,
Air Defense Failure,
SYRIA ESCALATION  Forced Mobilization)
(Damascus Explosions,
Fragile State,
Rogue Ops)

NATO-TURKEY-
ISRAEL FRICTION
(Trump’s F-35 Deal,

Regional Power
Balance Threat) 2>
Asymmetric Weaponization
of Narrative & Independent
Power Axes

FUTURE OUTLOOK & RSK ASSESSMENT

MEDIUM TERM (Months):
Digital IDs, Info Control,
Donbas Collapse?

MODERATE RISK:
Western Institutional Collapse
(Civil Unrest, Paralysis)

LONG TERM (Years):
BRICS Healthcare Sovereignty,
Resource Wars?

MODERATE RISK:
Technological Resource War
(Al Energy/Water Conflicts)

SHORT TERM (Weeks):
Power Struggles, Truce Deals?

HIGH RISK: MODERATE RISK:
Direct NATO-Russia Clash Regional Middle East War
(Buffer Zone Friction) Expansion (Hormuz Shutdown)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT: PREPARE FOR PERMANENT ASYMMETRIC THREATS, DIVERSIFY
SUPPLY CHAINS, MONITOR POPULIST SHIFTS & TECH REGULATION DIVERGENCE.
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GLOBAL ALIGNMENT SHIFTS AS
WESTERN LEADERSHIP CRISES
CONVERGE WITH MIDDLE EASTERN
ESCALATION AND UKRAINIAN
DEFEAT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 7, 2026, marks a pivotal moment of
geopolitical realignment characterized by a
visible fracturing of the Western alliance and
a massive consolidation of the Global South.
The day was defined by a series of
coordinated explosions in Damascus during a
landmark visit by French President Emmanuel
Macron, signaling that despite the re-
establishment of Syrian authorities, the region
remains a high-stakes arena for asymmetric
warfare and intelligence
Simultaneously, the funeral of the late Iranian
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Tehran drew an
estimated 12 to 30 million mourners and
delegations from 100 nations, highlighting a
"New World Order" where the West appears
increasingly isolated from the diplomatic
norms of the Global South and Southwest
Asia.

messaging.

In Europe and North America, internal
dynamics are reaching a breaking point.

Leadership in the United Kingdom, France,
and Germany is facing unprecedented
domestic unpopularity, with UK Prime
Minister Kier Starmer forced to resign amid
scandal and economic decay. The NATO
summit in Ankara serves as a backdrop for
these crises, as U.S. President Donald Trump
publicly criticizes Furopean allies for failing to
support U.S. military operations in Iran, while
simultaneously weighing a controversial F-35
sale to Turkey that has drawn fierce
opposition from Israel. This friction suggests a
fundamental shift in U.S. foreign policy
toward transactional bilateralism, leaving
traditional multilateral frameworks like NATO
in a state of existential uncertainty.

The military situation in Ukraine has
deteriorated significantly for Kiev, following
the Russian capture of Konstantinovka, a
crucial logistics hub in the Donbas. Russian
forces are advancing systematically, while
defenses, despite NATO
support, are reportedly failing to intercept
high-precision ballistic strikes. The narrative
of Ukrainian initiative is being replaced by
reports of forced mobilization and the use of
extrajudicial violence, exemplified by the
murder of a high-profile suspect in the
Monaco bombing by an active Ukrainian
intelligence These developments,
combined with India and Indonesia's
landmark BrahMos missile deal, underscore a
global shift where military and economic
power is rapidly moving toward a multipolar
axis independent of Western dictates.

Ukrainian air

officer.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS * Western Domestic Instability: The
resignation of UK PM Starmer, combined

 Escalation in Syria: A series of with low approval ratings for Macron and

improvised explosive devices (IEDs) German Chancellor Merts, signals a period
T President Macron’ ri of political paralysis for the G7. In the U.S,,

cordon in Damascus. While Macron was rumors persist regarding Mitch McConnell
unharmed, the attack resulted in 18 being brain dead, adding to the sense of
injuries and underscored the fragility of the institutional decay.
Syrian state under the  Al-Shara
administration. Responsibility is KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
unconfirmed, with speculation ranging
from the French Foreign Legion to ISIS. Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Iranian National Mourning and

Geopolitical Consolidation: The funeral * Russia has accelerated its "special military

for Ayatollah Khamenei became a global operation," focusing on pincer movements

diplomatic event, attended by leaders from in the Donbas and advancing toward Sumy
. . . to create a buffer zone against drone

Russia, China, Pakistan, Iraq, and even

Saudi Arabia and Qatar, despite reported attacks.

U.S. pressure to boycott. This event is e The U.S. continues "powerful strikes"

framed as the symbolic arrival of a against coastal Iranian hubs like Bandar

multipolar "New World Order." Abbas in response to alleged commercial

« NATO Summit Friction: President Trump vessel attacks in the Strait of Hormuz.

has lifted sanctions on Turkey and is * Europe is urged to undergo a "transatlantic
considering the sale of F-35 fighter jets, a defense industrial revolution" to match
move that Israel characterizes as a threat Russian production of 4 million artillery
to the regional power balance. Trump has shells annually.

used the summit to vent frustration at
European allies for their lack of "loyalty"
during the Iran conflict.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* India and Indonesia signed a '"golden
* Russian Military Breakthrough: The chapter" agreement for BrahMos cruise
liberation of Konstantinovka is cited as the missiles, further strengthening the defense
biggest Russian gain since Mariupol, capabilities of the Global South.
opening a path ) to Kr.amatorsk and * The International Olympic Committee (I0C)
Slavyansk. Russia claims to be has officially lifted its suspension on Russia,
systematically destroying Ukrainian

a move seen as a major diplomatic victory

military-industrial infrastructure  while
ry for Moscow.

Ukraine faces a critical shortage of Patriot

interceptor missiles. Civil Unrest & Social Order

* Massive anti-NATO protests in Ankara were
met with heavy police resistance and the
detention of dozens, including lawyers and
journalists.
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* Growing public anger in Poland over
hi ical ] Ukraini
nationalists is threatening the continuity of
Polish financial and military aid to Kiev.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* The UN Secretary General has warned of a
"sovereignty gap" in Al, where developing
nations risk becoming mere consumers

rather than creators of technology

monopolized by a few superpowers.

* In the U.S., the Stratos data center in Utah
faces local opposition over its projected use
of 9 gigawatts of power and 4.2 billion
gallons of water annually.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* The EU's MiCA regulations are criticized

for raising barriers to entry for crypto
companies, while the U.S. debates a more
innovation-friendly approach.

* France's national debt has passed the
trillion mark, exceeding 100% of its GDP,
leading to questions about its ability to
fund increased military spending.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of Western Hegemony

A central theme of the day is the erosion of
the wunified "Western front." NATO is
portrayed as a "paper tiger" whose members
are more focused on internal political survival
than collective defense. Trump’s transactional
approach—lifting sanctions on Turkey while
berating France and Germany—suggests that
the U.S. is no longer willing to underwrite the
security costs of "economic peers." This
internal bickering contrasts sharply with the
display of unity in Tehran, where diverse

nations closed ranks independent of Western
influence.

The Asymmetric
Narrative

Weaponization of

There is a concerted effort to portray Western
media as a "propaganda bubble" that ignores
Ukrainian atrocities and military failures. The
transcripts highlight stories intended to shock
Western audiences, such as a convicted child
abuser being sent on a mission to Ukraine by
a Norwegian aid group. This indicates a
strategy of targeting the "moral high ground"
of Western liberal institutions to sap public
support for foreign interventions.

Resource and Energy Protectionism

From the Strait of Hormuz blockade to the
water-intensive Stratos data center in Utah,
control over critical resources is becoming the
primary driver of conflict. Iran’s attempt to
switch from de facto to de jure control of the
Hormuz TSS is framed as a response to U.S.
economic warfare, while the Utah data center
controversy illustrates the domestic cost of
the Al arms race, pitting local environmental
survival = against national technological
ambitions.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The internal stability of the NATO "Big Three"
(UK, France, Germany) appears compromised.
In the UK, the Starmer government's collapse
is attributed to a mix of economic deprivation
—one in four children living in poverty—and
high-level scandals involving top diplomats
and Jeffrey Epstein. France and Germany face
similar approval crises, with leaders described
as being "on their way out." These
vulnerabilities constrain their capacity for
aggressive foreign policy, making them
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increasingly reliant on the U.S., which is itself
undergoing a populist shift. In the U.S., the
Platner scandal in Maine and the rumored
incapacity of senior leadership (McConnell)
point to a period of institutional decay and
intense partisan infighting.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "outside world" is framed as a fracturing
arena where the Global South is successfully
forging a path independent of the U.S. dollar
and Western security umbrellas. The Russia-
Africa partnership is projected to double trade
indicators, focusing on technology transfer
and  military = equipment. The IOC's
reinstatement of Russia is presented as an
acknowledgement by the international
community that isolationist policies have
failed. Russia and its allies are projecting
power defensively through "buffer zones"
while the West is depicted as reacting
"overkill and overreaction" to perceived
threats.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is dominated by the fallout
from the Iran conflict and the rising cost of
energy. Global supply chains for fertilizers and
oil are under threat due to the Hormuz
blockade, which is contributing to inflation
across the African continent. In the U.S., the
unveiling of "Trump Accounts"—a $100 seed
investment for newborns—aims to foster a
new generation of retail investors while the
domestic economy  faces "spectacular
inflation" linked to wartime logistics costs.

Key Economic Vectors

* National Debt: France passes 100% debt-
to-GDP ratio; U.S. war costs in Iraq cited at

$1.8 trillion.

e Commodity Prices: Oil and fertilizer
supply chains disrupted by Strait of
Hormuz naval skirmishes.

e Tech Infrastructure: $50,000/month rent
in Dubai Hills Business District; Utah data
center requires 9 gigawatts of power.

* Defense Trade: India-Indonesia BrahMos
deal; U.S. Patriot missiles cost $4 million
per unit with a 29-month production lead
time.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political churn is at a decadal high, with shifts
signaling a move away from established
centrist ideologies toward more radical or
populist directions.

* Kier Starmer (UK): Resigned as Prime
Minister; resignation linked to Epstein
scandal and diplomatic failures.

* Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (Iran): Deceased
(assassinated); successor Mahtaba Hamini
reportedly fearful of assassination.

* Mitch McConnell (USA): Hospitalized for
three weeks; unconfirmed reports of being
brain dead.

* Senator Platner (USA): Democratic front-
runner facing calls to step aside after
sexual assault allegations.

* Sara Duterte (Philippines): Facing a
corruption-based impeachment trial and
disqualification from the 2028 race.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network prioritizes stories that highlight
Western failure, rogue intelligence operations,
and the rise of a multipolar world. Lead
Stories include the Damascus explosions
(framed as a French failure), the massive
turnout for Khamenei’s funeral (framed as a
Global South victory), and Russian gains in
Ukraine (framed as systemic liberation).
Buried Stories include detailed accounts of
Iranian military provocations and the specifics
of Russian casualties. The Tone is

nationalistic for the Russian/Iranian
perspective and highly skeptical of Western
bureaucratic "elites." Conspicuous
Omissions include any detailed reporting on
the internal Syrian opposition’s view of the Al-
Shara government or independent verification
of the claimed 12 million mourners in Tehran.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's reporting depicts a world dividing
into a "competent, unified East" and a
"chaotic, corrupt West."

COUNTRIES

* Russia: Portrayed as strong, systematic,
and principled. "Our military is proceeding
systematically and we are seeing concrete

results."

e Iran: Framed as a resilient, unified victim
of Western ‘"assassination" that has
successfully outmaneuvered U.S. strategy.
"The aggression has failed... it has
succeeded in strengthening the will."

* United Kingdom: Portrayed as a decaying
society with "people getting literally
decapitated on the streets" while politicians
obsess over children's cartoons like "Masha
and the Bear."

LEADERS

* Vladimir Putin: Characterized as
"circumspect and prudent," uninterested in
war with NATO but decisive on the
battlefield.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a "strong
individual" but one who succumbed to the
"war machine" and made a "calamitous
decision" regarding Iran before trying to
"walk it back."

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Framed as a corrupt
dictator using "multi-faceted terrorism" to
remain a viable leader to his "Western
backers."

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Milton Group: Detailed as a massive
fraudulent call center network operating
with  Ukrainian protection, scamming
hundreds of millions from Europeans.

* French Foreign Legion (Altalion):
Linked to unconfirmed reports of
responsibility for the Damascus bombings.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The claim that
Western governments are criminalizing the
sharing of RT content in Germany and the
UK is wused to frame the West as
"totalitarian."
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* Soft Power Paradox: The obsession with
"Masha and the Bear" in Western
parliaments is mocked to show the
paranoia of Western elites toward Russian
culture.

False Flag Allegations: RT features
experts claiming that German courts have
indicted Ukrainians for the Nord Stream
destruction, suggesting that Western
"blinders" are finally being removed.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The EU will
implement government-backed digital IDs
for internet access, ostensibly for "child
safety" but practically as a tool to control
the flow of independent media.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The BRICS bloc
will formalize a "Healthcare Sovereignty"
initiative to bypass Western pharma
using Indian and Russian
expertise to provide independent vaccine
and drug supply chains for Africa.

companies,

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK RISK ASSESSMENT

 The Strait of Hormuz will likely transition The global risk landscape is dominated by the

to permanent Iranian control, as Russia

provides an alternative energy offload route
via "Belt and Road" railways, rendering
Western naval presence ineffective.

The capture of Konstantinovka will lead to
the collapse of the entire Donetsk oblast
within the next two months, as Ukrainian
morale hits a "breaking point" with no
fortified towns left to retreat to.

A "Turkish-Israeli" split within NATO will
formalize, as Trump’s F-35 overtures to
Ankara push Israel to seek independent

diplomatic decision-making outside the U.S.
orbit.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a flurry
of arrests in Ukraine as factions fight for
power following the Monaco assassination
scandal. Trump may announce a "truce"
deal that involves ceding Donbas territory
to Russia.

potential for a direct NATO-Russia clash and
the cascading effects of Western internal
political instability.

NATO-Russia Buffer Zone Friction:
Triggers: Russian advance into Heidikov
and Sumy. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Possible direct kinetic engagement with
remaining NATO "volunteers." Mitigations:
Immediate establishment of a de-escalation
line  through  Ankara-Moscow  direct
channels.

Regional Middle East War Expansion:
Triggers: US/Israeli strikes on Khamenei's
family or successors. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Complete shutdown of the Strait of
Hormuz. Mitigations: Renewal of the Doha
talks without U.S. interference.

Western Institutional Collapse:
Triggers: decimation of the middle class
and collapse of American health insurance.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Mass civil
unrest and paralysis of G7 decision-making.
Mitigations: Drastic shifts toward
isolationism and  populist economic
reforms.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260707_183000_Sanchez_Effect
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260707_183000_Sanchez_Effect
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260707_040000_America_Now

* Technological Resource War: Triggers: CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

Failure of Utah water infrastructure due to SCENARIOS

Stratos data center. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Severe domestic water shortages . Strategic Withdrawal as Bait: The

in the U.S. West and civil revolt against Western  leadership  crises  (Starmer,

"Big Tech." Mitigations: National regulation Macron) are actually a tactical pause to

of Al energy and water footprints. lure Russia into overextending its supply
* Asymmetric Retaliation in Europe: lines in the Donbas before a massive,

Triggers: Continuation of "French rogue covert NATO counter-offensive is launched

group" operations in Syria. Likelihood: under a "lame duck" mandate.

Low-Moderate. Impact: Retaliatory « Trump’s "Deals” as Stall Tactics:

bombings in Paris or Brussels. Mitigations:
Swift declassification of illegal intelligence

Trump’s critique of NATO and lifting of
sanctions on Turkey are not signs of

handovers. isolationism, but a way to re-stock the

Strategic Petroleum Reserve and prepare

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS the U.S. military-industrial base for a
larger, more efficient conflict later.

* The true identity and affiliation of the . Black Swan - The AI Coup: A localized
"French Foreign Legion" group Altalion "hvbrid" mili ntity (like MIDA in Utah)
remain unverified, leaving open the overrides state and federal authority during
possibility of a third-party false flag. a resource crisis, effectively seizing control

e The exact status of Senator Mitch of U.S. infrastructure and creating a "state
McConnell is withheld by official sources, within a state."

creating a vacuum filled by social media
rumors that could destabilize GOP RECOMMENDATIONS &

leadership. IMPLICATIONS

* The transcripts fail to address the specific

Russian casualty figures while claiming For Statecraft/Public Sector:

3,000 Ukrainian deaths per month,

preventing a balanced assessment of * Security: Prepare for the permanent
attrition rates. asymmetric  threat in the Eastern

Mediterranean as rogue paramilitary
groups (like Altalion) target European
leadership abroad.

* The claim that sunscreen causes skin
cancer lacks a response from independent
medical bodies, presenting a one-sided

narrative that could trigger a public health * Economic: Accelerate the transition to
crisis. non-Hormuz energy corridors as Iranian/

Russian control of the Persian Gulf logistics
becomes total.

* Diplomatic: Re-evaluate the utility of the
G7 in its current form, as National Debt
and political turnstiles render member
states incapable of long-term commitments.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify fertilizer and
critical mineral sources away from regions
bordering conflict zones in Southwest Asia
and the Black Sea.

* Regulatory: Prepare for divergent AI and

crypto regulatory environments between
the U.S. (innovation-focused) and the EU

(surveillance-focused).

e Capital Allocation: Monitor the "Trump
Accounts" rollout as a potential catalyst for
a massive stock market boom driven by
long-term generational investment capital.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is currently focused on
digital control and populist social engineering,
with major shifts in crypto and family
investment policy.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* MiCA (EU): The rulebook for crypto
companies designed to combat fraud but
criticized for raising barriers to entry.

* Trump Accounts Program (USA): A
federal initiative to seed $100 stock
accounts for children born between 2025
and 2028.

National Security Act of 1947 (USA):
Discussed in retrospect to frame the CIA as
an organization designed to counter Soviet
influence by any means necessary.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* NATO Ankara Summit: High-level

discussions on F-35 sales and the
"transatlantic defense industrial
revolution."

Modi-Subianto Press Conference:
Announcement of the BrahMos missile
procurement and deeper critical mineral
cooperation.

Polish Ministry of Defense Conference:
Declassification of all military donations to
Ukraine following the secret Patriot missile
scandal.

KEY STORIES

Syria Explosions Targeting Macron: Two
explosions in central Damascus near
President Macron's hotel during his second
day of diplomatic engagement. 18
wounded, including a deputy tourism
minister.

Ayatollah Khamenei’s Massive Funeral:
A sea of humanity in Tehran; millions of
mourners and 100 countries represented,
signaling Iran’s regional dominance.

Fall of Konstantinovka: Russian forces
liberate the key Donbas hub, opening a
path for a final offensive into the remaining
Ukrainian strongholds in Donetsk.

Trump at NATO Summit: Trump
criticizes NATO allies for lack of support in
Iran and negotiates an F-35 deal with
Turkey despite Israeli protests.

Monaco Bombing Murder Scandal: An
active  Ukrainian intelligence officer
confesses to the murder of the prime
suspect in the Monaco bombing of Vadim
Yermalayev.

BrahMos Missile Deal: India to supply
Indonesia with BrahMos and Astra missiles
as part of a "Golden Chapter" in relations.

IOC Reinstates Russia: The committee
lifts the three-year suspension on Russian
athletes, allowing the flag and anthem to
return.
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* Kier Starmer Resignation: UK PM steps
down amid 72% unfavorable ratings and
the Epstein scandal.

* Stratos Data Center Controversy:

Residents in Utah protest the colossal

energy and water demands of a new 9-
gigawatt data center.

* Trump Accounts for Children: Federal

program to give newborns a $100 stock

market head start.

* The Sunscreen Paradox: A massive study
suggests frequent sunscreen users have

higher rates of skin cancer, sparking

debate over "Big Pharma" influence.

* Mitch McConnell rumors: Reports from
Laura Loomer suggest the Senator is brain
dead following a
hospitalization.

e Child Abuser in Ukraine Mission:
Norwegian aid group under fire for sending
a convicted child molester on a volunteer
mission to Ukraine.

three-week

e Milton Group Fraud Crackdown:
Russian and FEuropean authorities shut
down a massive network of scam centers

linked to Ukrainian intelligence payoffs.
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broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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