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THE CARNEY ADMINISTRATION
PIVOTS TOWARD PRAGMATIC TRADE
DIPLOMACY AMIDST
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME
CRACKDOWNS AND ESCALATING
US-IRAN HOSTILITIES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The July 8, 2026 news cycle is dominated by
the strategic realignment of the Canadian
government under Prime Minister Mark
Carney. Transitioning away from the
"Trudeau  era" policies, the  Carney
administration is aggressively prioritizing
growth and trade

diversification, particularly through high-
stakes diplomatic "repairs" with India and
Saudi Arabia. This shift is occurring despite
significant domestic friction, including new
unsealed indictments linking India-based
organized crime syndicates to the 2023
assassination of Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The
administration appears to be actively
managing the Sikh community’s concerns to
protect burgeoning trade relations with New
Delhi.

macroeconomic

Simultaneously, the global security
environment is fracturing due to renewed

unilateralism from the United States.
President Donald Trump has declared a
recent ceasefire with Iran null and void,
signaling a return to a high-intensity conflict
cycle that has already unsettled energy
markets. At the NATO summit in Turkey,
this volatility is driving a "hedging" strategy
among allies, with Canada and European
nations increasingly looking toward Tech
Sovereignty and independent defense
procurement to mitigate the risks of being
over-dependent on a volatile American
partner. Domestically,
convergence of infrastructure and climate
crises, ranging from record-breaking flooding
in Manitoba to the massive $60-$90 billion
Alto high-speed rail proposal.

Canada faces a

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Transnational Crime & Indo-

Canadian Diplomacy

* Unsealed indictments link the Lawrence
Bishnoi gang to the 2023 Nijjar killing and
a global network of "thousands of
operatives." India-based organized crime
groups are allegedly using student and
foreign worker visas to facilitate criminal
activities.

* PM Carney is seeking to "repair" the
relationship with New Delhi, with critics
alleging that human rights and Canadian
lives are being sidelined for trade and
economic growth. RCNP and politicians are
reportedly staying quiet on the issue due to
the diplomatic "courting" of Modi.
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US-Iran Conflict & Global Energy
Security

* President Trump declared the ceasefire
over after accusing Iran of violating the 60-
day memorandum of understanding. Donald
Trump suggested more strikes are coming,
potentially targeting Karg Island.

* Oil prices spiked 6% to 8% following the
announcement, with Brent oil hitting the
$80 mark. Energy markets remain volatile
as the conflict threatens shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz.

NATO Fragmentation & Arctic
Sovereignty

* Allies at the NATO summit in Turkey are
reacting to Trump's demands for US
control of Greenland and his dismissal of
allies who have not joined the war with
Iran. NATO members view the Greenland
demand as a "potentially fatal issue" for the
alliance.

* Canada is pivoting defense procurement
toward European partners (e.g., buying
Globaleye aircraft from SAAB) as a hedge
against US unreliability. Canadian
officials confirmed plans to buy 12 new
submarines to protect the Arctic from
Russian and Chinese interests.

Climate and Infrastructure Crisis
in Manitoba

* Record rainfall has triggered 50 local
states of emergency across Manitoba,
with 60% of some fruit farms destroyed.

Manitoba flooding has forced evacuations

and damaged significant infrastructure.

* The Assiniboine River is expected to
reach record levels, prompting the shoring
up of dikes and preparation for military aid.
Canadian Armed Forces are assessing the
situation for deployment.

Legal Liability for Al Platforms

* British Columbia has filed a lawsuit against
OpenAl for its role in the Tumbler Ridge
mass shooting, alleging the company failed
to notify authorities of violent content on a
shooter's profile. BC'
seeking accountability for Al decision-
makers.

rm neral is

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance:
Prime Minister Carney is centralizing power,
moving toward a "command and control"
style. He has appointed partisan lieutenants
to the Senate, such as Tom Pitfield, effectively
ending the Trudeau-era policy of non-partisan
appointments. Senate appointments are seen
as an effort to ensure legislative efficiency
over independence.

Tech Sovereignty & Al: Alberta announced a
$13 billion CAD investment from Meta to
build a 1-gigawatt AI data center. While
touted as a major economic win, energy
consumption concerns persist, with estimates
that it could lead to higher electricity prices
for residents.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: PM Carney is
traveling to Saudi Arabia to meet with
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
focusing on trade and investment. This marks
a significant shift from 2018 when relations
were severed over human rights criticisms.
The "Carney playbook" involves raising human
rights issues privately but refusing to let them
impede economic partnerships.
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Critical Infrastructure Security: The Alto
High-Speed Rail project, estimated at $60-
$90 billion, faces political opposition from the
Conservatives and Parti Québécois. Alto rail
is criticized as a "liberal boondoggle," with
farmers railway
bisecting agricultural land.

concerned about the

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: BC's
lawsuit against OpenAl represents a new
frontier in AI liability. If successful, it could
set a global precedent for tech companies'
duty to report violent threats detected by
automated systems.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Carney Realignment": The

administration is systematically dismantling
the idealistic foreign policy of the previous
decade in favor of a "Trade-First" pragmatism.
This is evident in the silence surrounding
Indian interference and the re-engagement
with Riyadh. The domestic counterpart to this
is the consolidation of the Senate to
streamline = the passage of  massive
infrastructure projects like the Alto rail line.

NATO'’s "Arctic Sentry" Strategy: As the US
under Trump focuses on the Middle East and
unilateral demands (Greenland), Canada and
its Nordic allies are forming a sub-bloc within
NATO to manage the Russian threat in the
North. The investment in $35 billion in Arctic
infrastructure and new submarines signals a
realization that Canadian sovereignty must
be defended independently of US assistance.

Climate-Driven Economic Fragility: The
Manitoba floods and European heatwaves
(causing over 2,000 deaths) highlight the
increasing cost of climate change to national
GDP. The agricultural losses in Manitoba,

combined with the energy demands of new Al
centers in Alberta, create a "energy-climate
paradox" where the government must balance
high-growth tech investments with a failing
traditional infrastructure.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Institutional Decay & Public Safety:
Recent errors in Saskatchewan hospitals
and correctional facilities led to the mistaken
release of 22 inmates over four years.
Mistaken releases are jeopardizing public
trust in the criminal justice system.
Additionally, the killing of a Montreal police
officer and a high-profile hate crime in
Halifax suggest a fraying social fabric and
rising Islamophobia.

Elite Infighting: The Carney administration
has lost four MPs who crossed the floor, while
Richard Martel resigned to take a Senate
seat, further weakening the Conservative
opposition's  presence in the House.
Opposition MP losses suggest the PM is
successfully co-opting rivals to stabilize his
majority.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "Unreliable Ally" Paradigm: Canada’s
posture is increasingly defensive regarding its
relationship with the United States. The
broadcast frames the US as an "unreliable
ally" due to Trump's unilateral abandonment
of the Iran ceasefire and his "streams of
consciousness" diplomacy. Trump's language
is characterized as extreme, forcing allies to
"hedge" their security interests by building
domestic capacity or seeking Swedish and
French defense options.
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Weaponizing Economic Statecraft: PM
Carney 1is wusing trade as his primary
diplomatic weapon. By visiting Saudi Arabia
and ignoring the "proxy" involvement of India
in domestic murders, he is signaling that
Canada is open for business, even with
"flawed human rights" regimes. Economic
diversification is the stated goal to move
Canada away from its "over-dependence" on
the US market.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is dominated by geopolitical
volatility and massive domestic infrastructure
commitments. The spiking price of oil
provides a short-term boon to Canada as an
energy exporter but threatens global stability
and contributes to inflationary pressures in
Europe. The Alto rail project and Meta’s Al
center represent the two largest planned
capital flows in recent history, totaling over
$100 billion in potential investment.

* Oil Markets: Brent crude jumped 8% to
over $80 following Trump's Iran remarks.

* Corporate Investment: Meta to invest
$13 billion in an Alberta data center.

* Public Infrastructure: Alto High-Speed
Rail cost projected at $60 to $90 billion.

* Agriculture: Manitoba fruit farms report
60% damage due to storms.

* Labor: Rogers Sports & Media shuttered
six radio stations, cutting 230 jobs due to
declining revenue.

* National Measure: High-speed rail
construction estimated to contribute 1.1%
uplift to Canada’s GDP.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The Carney government is reshaping the
Canadian state through strategic
appointments and the co-option of opposition
members.

* Tom Pitfield: A long-time Liberal strategist
and PM's principal secretary, appointed to
the Senate to serve as a lieutenant for the
Carney agenda.

Richard Martel: Former Conservative MP
who resigned to join the Senate, providing
the Carney with  more
breathing room in the House of Commons.

government

* Dr. Rodney Walette and Gita Tucker:

Non-partisan Senate picks representing the
"expert-led" image of the Carney
administration.

* Marine Le Pen: Far-right leader in France
vowing to run in the 2027 election after a
court shortened her ban on public office.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The US-Iran conflict and the
India-based crime crackdown received the
most airtime. These stories were used to
frame the world as increasingly chaotic and

dangerous, necessitating the Carney
administration's  "stable" and ‘"growth-
oriented" leadership. The Kyle Lowry

retirement was used as a patriotic "feel-good"
anchor to balance the heavy geopolitical
content.

Buried Stories: The fatal boat sinking off the
Georgia Strait, which left seven dead, and the
911 failure in the Yukon were treated as local
tragedies rather than symptoms of systemic
infrastructure failure. The controversial
nature of the OpenAl lawsuit was minimized
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in favor of the emotional impact of the
Tumbler Ridge shooting.

Conspicuous Omissions: There was almost
no mention of the national debt levels
required to fund the $90 billion Alto project or
the $35 billion Arctic defense pivot. The
broadcast also failed to detail the specific
environmental impact of the Meta data
center, focusing solely on the "electricity
price" narrative.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as a fracturing
multipolar arena where traditional alliances
are failing. Canada is framed as a "competent
but constrained" middle power seeking to
survive through economic statecraft. The US
is increasingly framed as a "chaotic
antagonist" to global stability, while India and
Saudi Arabia are "problematic but necessary"
partners.

COUNTRIES

e Canada: Framed as "competent and
pragmatic" but struggling with climate
vulnerability and a transition from Trudeau-
era idealism.

* USA: Framed as "volatile and unilateral."
President Trump is described as speaking
in "streams of consciousness" and acting as
an unreliable ally.

* India: Framed as a "transnational crime
hub" that Canada must "court" for trade
relations.

* Ukraine: Framed as ‘'"strong but
desperate." Zelensky is said to be in a
"stronger position" but critically lacks

missile interceptors.

* Russia: Framed as a "growing threat" in
the Arctic and a failing but dangerous "war
economy."

LEADERS

* PM Mark Carney: Framed as "command
and control" and "pro-growth." Described

as a leader putting economic growth in

front of human rights.

* President Trump: Framed as "inept at
negotiation" but "respecting strength."

Described as a number one target for

assassination.

* PM Narendra Modi: Framed as a "trade
partner" whose government may be using
criminal proxies.

* Crown Prince bin Salman: Framed as a
"needed investor" despite his human rights
record.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Lawrence Bishnoi Gang: Framed as a
"terrorist organization" and a transnational

syndicate.

* OpenAl: Framed as a "negligent corporate
actor" facing landmark lawsuits.

e Meta: Framed as a "massive economic

engine" with significant energy
requirements.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The Carney government
is seeding a "Repair" narrative regarding
India and Saudi Arabia. By focusing on the
"thousands of operatives" in the Bishnoi gang
and not the Indian government itself, the
administration is providing a plausible
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deniability framework to allow trade talks to
continue. Indictments explicitly "don't accuse
the Indian government," which serves the
state's economic goals.

State Propaganda: The promotion of the
Alto High-Speed Rail as a "GDP uplift" is a
classic example of economic narrative
shaping. The $90 billion cost is rarely
mentioned without the accompanying "50,000
jobs" claim. Conversely, the "unreliable ally"
framing of the US is being used to justify
increased defense spending and the pivot
toward European military technology.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Sikh Community Unrest: The Carney
government's pursuit of trade with Modi
will likely lead to a domestic crisis of
legitimacy among the Sikh diaspora,
potentially resulting in protests or political
backlash in British Columbia and Ontario.

* The "Alto" Recession Risk: Committing
to a $90 billion project in a high-interest,
climate-volatile environment risks a fiscal
crisis if construction timelines (projected
at 12 years) are delayed by the "more
violent weather" predicted by experts.
Experts warn of the need for more resilient
transportation.

* US-Canada Decoupling: If Trump persists
in demands for Greenland or NATO-wide
war participation with Iran, Canada will
likely formalize its defensive pivot toward
the Nordic/EU bloc, potentially leading to
the most significant shift in Canadian
foreign policy since the 1940s.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
security around shipping in the Strait of
Hormuz and possible retaliation from Iran. In
Canada, the Manitoba flood cresting will
determine the extent of military involvement
and emergency disaster funding
requirements.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The OpenAl
lawsuit will reach critical discovery stages,
potentially revealing how much AI platforms
"know" about violent threats. PM Carney’s
visit to Saudi Arabia will likely result in a
series of MoUs for tech and energy,
signaling the "official" end of the Trudeau era.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Canada will achieve
its goal of 5% of GDP spending on defense
by 2034, but at the cost of social programs.
The Meta data center will become a
flashpoint for energy justice as residents face
rising bills to power Al infrastructure.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The convergence of energy volatility, climate
instability, and transnational crime represents
a high-risk matrix for the Canadian state.

* Energy Market Collapse: A return to full-
scale war in Iran could push oil past $120.
Triggers: US strike on Karg Island or
Iranian blockade of Hormuz. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic for global
inflation. Mitigation: Strategic reserves
and Carney's diversification into Saudi/
Alberta energy.
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* Indo-Canadian Domestic Conflict:
Escalating violence from Indian crime
syndicates on Canadian soil. Triggers:
Further assassinations or failed
extraditions. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Severe civil unrest and loss of
government Mitigation:
Increased RCNP cross-border cooperation.

mandate.

Critical Infrastructure Failure: The
Manitoba floods overwhelmed 2011/2014-
era dikes. Triggers: Record cresting of the
Assiniboine. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Major loss of food security and housing.
Mitigation: $35 billion long-term

infrastructure investment.

* Al Platform Liability: Systemic failure of
tech platforms to monitor violence.
Triggers: Another mass shooting with
digital footprints. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Billion-dollar lawsuits and
regulatory crackdowns. Mitigation:

Safeguard strengthening as admitted by

Sam Altman.

* NATO Collapse: Unilateral US demands
tearing the alliance apart. Triggers:
Formal US <claim on Greenland or
withdrawal from Latvia/Lithuania defense.
Likelihood: Low-Moderate. Impact: Total
destabilization of the European security
architecture. Mitigation: The Arctic

Sentry sub-bloc.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The Cost of Defense: The broadcast fails
to explain how Canada will afford the 5%
GDP defense spending target alongside a
$90 billion rail project.

* Indian Government Evidence: While
indictments "don't accuse" the Indian
government, the broadcast ignores the
"proxy" argument from the Sikh community
regarding Bishnoi’s access to high-tech
phones in high-security jails.

* Alto Rail Business Case: Experts admit

there is no business case or fair-price
projection yet for the high-speed rail,
despite the government's aggressive
promotion.

* Manitoba Military Status: While states of
emergency are declared, the Canadian
Armed Forces status remains "assessing,"
leaving a gap in immediate relief
expectations.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Bishnoi Ruse": The unsealed

indictments might be a carefully coordinated
"limited hangout" by both Indian and
Canadian intelligence to blame organized
crime for the Nijjar killing, thereby shielding
the Modi government from direct blame and
allowing PM_Carney to proceed with trade
deals without public outcry.

The "Alto" Stalling Tactic: The massive
High-Speed Rail project could be a domestic
distraction ("Bread and Circuses") designed to
absorb labor and provide a GDP mirage to
cover for a long-term stagnation in the
traditional economy. If the $90 billion project
never breaks ground, it still serves as a

political wedge against the opposition.

Black Swan: A successful assassination
attempt on President Trump or PM Carney by
transnational actors, which
immediately trigger emergency governance
protocols and potentially lead to a

would
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suspension of the NATO summit and global
market lockdowns.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately accelerate the
"Arctic Sentry" -collaboration to ensure
northern surveillance is not compromised
by US volatility. 30,000 allied soldiers in
"Cold Response" exercises should be made
a permanent deterrent.

* Economic: Leverage the Meta investment
to demand grid-resilience guarantees
from tech companies, ensuring rural
Albertans aren't priced out of their own
market.

* Diplomatic: Formalize the "Carney Human
Rights Playbook" to provide a consistent
framework for re-engaging with Saudi
Arabia and India.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Prepare for prolonged
energy price instability; $80 oil is a floor,
not a ceiling, if Iran hostilities escalate.

* Regulatory Compliance: Al developers
should anticipate mandatory reporting
requirements for violent content,
following the BC OpenAl lawsuit model.

* Capital Allocation: Monitor Manitoba
agricultural futures; a 60% loss in farms
will lead to short-term grocery inflation and
supply chain bottlenecks in the prairies.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Carney administration is using its Senate
appointments to fast-track a pro-growth
legislative agenda while facing a legal

challenges on  artificial intelligence

responsibility. Multiple states of emergency

have been declared to unlock federal funding
for Manitoba.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Alto Rail Proposal: A multi-billion dollar
funding bill for high-speed rail, currently
facing Conservative opposition.

* Senate Reform Pivot: PM Carney’s shift
to partisan appointments to improve
"efficiency."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Bishnoi Indictment Release: Newly
unsealed documents regarding Indian
rganiz rime.

* NATO Summit Pressers: Trump's rhetoric
on Iran and Greenland.

* BC OpenAl Lawsuit Announcement:
Attorney General Nikki Sharma on Al

liability.

KEY STORIES

* India-Based Crime Crackdown: Cross-
border arrests and unsealed indictments
link the Lawrence Bishnoi gang to the
2023 Nijjar murder and hundreds of
operatives in the US/Canada. Three gangs
were targeted.

* Manitoba Flooding Crisis: 50 local states
of emergency; Assiniboine River nearing
record levels; 60% of farms damaged north
of Winnipeg. Evacuations underway.

e US-Iran Ceasefire Collapse: President
Trump declares the peace deal dead; 8%
oil jump; threats to Karg Island. 159
Iranian ships claimed to be at "the bottom
of the sea."


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260708_210000_Live_Power_and_Politics_With_David_Cochrane
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260708_070000_The_National
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260708_070000_The_National
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260708_070000_The_National
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260708_210000_Live_Power_and_Politics_With_David_Cochrane

* Kyle Lowry Retirement: Raptor legend
signs a one-day contract to retire in
Toronto. Jersey to be retired alongside

Vince Carter’s. NBA championship legacy

honored.

* Alto High-Speed Rail: A $60-$90 billion
plan to link Toronto and Montreal in 3
hours. Farmers and Conservatives oppose
the "boondoggle." 12-year build time.

e Meta’s Alberta Data Center: A $13
billion CAD project to build a 1-gigawatt
Al center in rural Alberta. Concerns over
electricity prices persist. Facebook parent
company investment.

* BC OpenAl Lawsuit: BC Attorney General
sues OpenAl for the Tumbler Ridge
shooting, alleging failure to report violent
activity on the platform. CEO Sam Altman
apologized in the spring.

* Shackleton’s Ship Found: The shipwreck
The Quest discovered 150 meters deep in
the Labrador Sea. Robotic teams found the
ship covered in fishing nets. Royal
Canadian Geographical Society expedition.

* Public Safety/Prisoner Errors:
Saskatchewan  reports 22 inmates
mistakenly released due to administrative
errors. Public trust is eroding.

e Montreal Police Memorial: Thousands
march for Ben Reduan, killed in the line of

duty. Partner seriously injured. Shootout in
[une.

Halifax Costco Hate Crime: Police search
for suspect who shouted racial slurs at

women in hijabs. Caught on camera.

* World Cup Review: Switzerland beats
Colombia in penalties at Vancouver’'s BC
Place. Tournament bill exceeds one billion
dollars.

* Ukraine Drone Production: Exclusive
look at Canadian-Ukrainian drone testing
in rural Ontario. Plans to build drones for
the Canadian Armed Forces long-term.
Cath Insen’s company project.

* European Heatwave: Over 2,000 deaths
in France during third heatwave. Paris
skyline zinc roofs criticized for high heat

retention. 40-degree temperatures.

* Marine Le Pen Office Vow: Far-right
leader will run in 2027 French election
after ban shortened. Embezzlemen
sentence appeal.

* Prince Harry Lawsuit Loss: UK judge
rules against Harry in Daily Mail privacy
suit. Harry calls it a "whitewash."

* Senate Appointment Controversy: PM
Carney ends the Trudeau-era non-
partisan policy by naming Liberal
strategist Tom Pitfield to the Senate.
Senate stacking accusations.

* Yukon 911 Failures: Residents report
distress calls failing due to cellular dead

zones in Copper Ridge. Bell infrastructure
under scrutiny.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
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yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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