TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

CBCNEWS

JULY 9, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL SECURITY FRACTURES:

THE COLLAPSE OF STABILITY & THE RISE OF TRANSACTIONAL REALIGNMENT

US-Iran ceasefire collapses into multi-front missile exchange, while Canada aggressively pivots toward Saudi
trade & Al industrialization. A world transitioning from multilateral stability to an anarchic, interest-driven arena.

THE US-IRAN CRISIS
& ALLIANCE EROSION

CEASEFIRE DEAD:
US escalates kinetic ops;
Iran strikes regional bases.

rikes AT
(90+ Targets) "6 /
Qatar

NATO COHESION CRUMBLES:
Trump suggests re-integrating
Turkey (F-35/S-400) over allied
objections, undermining Article 5.

THE NEW TRANSACTIONAL
REALITY:
COMMODIFICATION OF SECURITY

Al INDUSTRIALIZATION vs.
SUSTAINABILITY TENSION

HIGH-COMPUTE DEMAND
(1GW LOAD)

META IN ALBERTA: “Green”
narrative challenged by fossil
fuel requirement for power.

“RESOURCE COLONIALISM":
Tech giants offload environmental
externalities onto resource-rich
areas, straining water and energy.

CANADA'S AGGRESSIVE PIVOT:
TRADE & Al INDUSTRIALIZATION

SAUDI RESET:
Carney prioritizes
"enFagement" over
“values, diplomatic
freeze for trade.

PAY-TO-PLAY
SECURITY

\ A1 AvBITION:
Massive private investment
Hormuz I in compute power drives
Threat economic strategy.

Alliances shift from shared values to
market-based relationships. Security
guarantees become contingent on fiscal
contributions and tactical necessity.
End of "Values-Based" Diplomacy.

REALPOLITIK

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY
" & CLIMATE CRISES

J Extreme weather and internal political
B8 fractures compound global volatility.

FRANCE HEATWAVE:
40°C+, 2000 Excess Deaths

i i POLITICAL FRICTION:
o\] US Scandals, Canadian
Y l Immigration & Education

%\ﬁ ‘ Crises

STRATEGIC OUTLOOK & FUTURE RISKS

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks):
0il price spike, supply chain
blockages, US political turmoil.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months):
Ukraine produces Patriot missiles,
Canadian mining begins in Saudi.

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Alberta as Al hub, but faces potential
grid collapse and water scarcity.

Eess———

A

RISK: REGIONAL WAR
(Gulf Escalation)

RISK: ALLIANCE FRAGMENTATION
(NATO Cracks)

A

RISK: GRID FAILURE
(Alberta Power Drain)

Based on the Day-at-a-Glance Report. A visual sy

b

is of major developments, trends, and gic foresight.
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GLOBAL SECURITY EQUILIBRIUM
FRACTURES AS THE US-IRAN
CEASEFIRE COLLAPSES INTO A
MULTI-FRONT MISSILE EXCHANGE,
WHILE CANADA AGGRESSIVELY
PIVOTS TOWARD SAUDI TRADE AND
AI INDUSTRIALIZATION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international security landscape has
entered a period of acute volatility following
the definitive collapse of the US-Iran
ceasefire. The U.S. military has escalated its
kinetic operations, launching a series of
strikes against approximately 90 targets
within Iran over a 24-hour period. This
represents a significant shift from the
previous administration's posture, with U.S.
President Donald Trump framing the
intervention as necessary retribution for
Iranian attacks on oil tankers in the Strait of
Hormuz. Iran has responded with missile
launches targeting U.S. military assets in
Bahrain, Kuwait, and Qatar, signaling a shift
toward a regionalized conflict that threatens
the stability of global energy supply chains.

Simultaneously, Canada is undergoing a
strategic realignment under Prime Minister

Mark Carney. In a sharp departure from the
previous "values-based" diplomacy that led to
a 2018 diplomatic freeze, Carney is currently
in Jetta, Saudi Arabia, to formalize thirteen
new commercial agreements. This pivot

prioritizes "engagement" over human rights

lecturing, seeking to secure Canadian
interests in AI, critical minerals, and
infrastructure. Domestically, the Carney

government is facilitating one of the largest
private sector investments in Canadian
history: a $13 billion Al data center in Alberta
funded by Meta. This project highlights a
burgeoning tension between federal economic
ambitions and local environmental concerns
regarding energy and water consumption.

The broader geopolitical environment is
characterized by the erosion of traditional
alliance structures. At the NATO summit in
Turkey, the U.S. has signaled a willingness to
bypass democratic norms, with Trump
considering re-integrating Turkey into the
F-35 program despite its acquisition of
Russian S-400 systems. This transactional
approach to statecraft is causing deep anxiety
among European allies, even as the U.S.
grants Ukraine licenses to produce Patriot
interceptors. The convergence of these events
suggests a global system transitioning from
multilateral stability to an anarchic, interest-
driven arena where traditional security
guarantees are increasingly contingent and
unreliable.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Total Collapse of the U.S.-Iran
Ceasefire:

o U.S. forces struck 90 targets in a second

night of widespread aerial

bombardments, claiming to hit coastal
surveillance and drone storage sites.

o Iran retaliated against U.S. bases in
Bahrain, Kuwait, and Qatar, while
threatening to keep the Strait of Hormuz
closed under Iranian control.

o Reports from Iranian state TV indicate
potential strikes mnear the Bushehr
nuclear plant, though these claims
remain unverified by U.S. officials.

* Canadian Diplomatic and Economic
Pivot to Saudi Arabia:

o PM Mark Carney's visit marks the first
by a Canadian leader in over two
decades, signaling an end to the 2018
diplomatic rupture.

o Thirteen commercial deals were signed,

focusing on mining, infrastr r n

Al investment.
o Carney defended the visit as "effective
engagement," explicitly distancing

himself from the lecturing strategy of his

predecessor, Justin Trudeau.

* Meta’s $13 Billion AI Infrastructure
Expansion in Alberta:
o Meta plans to build a massive data
center near Edmonton, requiring a 1-
gigawatt power load.

o The project involves a $4.6 billion
natural gas plant to support operations,
drawing criticism from environmental
groups like the Pembina Institute.

o Local opposition is mounting, following
recent moratoriums on data centers in
Manitoba and Hamilton due to resource
strain.

* NATO Cohesion and the F-35/S-400

Crisis:

o Trump suggested a reversal of the ban
on F-35 exports to Turkey, prioritizing
Turkey's military utility over concerns
about Russian espionage.

o Allies expressed alarm over the eroding
Article 5 commitment, as the U.S. adopts
a "pay-to-play" model for security.

* US Domestic Political Instability:
o Democratic Senate candidate Graham
Platner suspended his campaign in

Maine following sexual assault
allegations and revelations of a Nazi SS
tattoo.

o This development threatens the

Democratic Party's path to controlling
the Senate in the upcoming midterms.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The U.S.
is intensifying its strike campaign against
Iran, utilizing retributory rhetoric to justify
large-scale operations. Simultaneously, the
U.S. is decentralizing military production,
granting Ukraine the license to manufacture
Patriot interceptors to mitigate global
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shortages. Germany is also signaling a
massive shift, promising a $500 billion
military  buildup to achieve strategic

independence from the U.S.

Climate & Extreme Weather: A deadly third
heatwave has hit France, with temperatures
exceeding 40 degrees Celsius and causing
2,000 excess deaths. In Canada, wildfires near
Boston Bar and Fort Simpson are causing

widespread evacuations and hazardous air

quality in the interior. Manitoba continues to
reel from record-setting flooding that has
devastated local agriculture, including a $20
million tomato crop loss.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: PM Mark Carney is
spearheading a pragmatic realignment with
Saudi Arabia, emphasizing economic
interdependence over ideological friction. This
mirrors Trump's transactional diplomacy at
the Ankara NATO summit, where security
guarantees are openly linked to allied
spending levels.

Tech Sovereignty & AI: The race for Al
dominance is driving massive infrastructure
projects, such as the $13 billion Meta center
in Alberta. However, this is creating new
governance challenges as municipal and
provincial authorities struggle to balance
consumption against

resource economic

benefits.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Commodification of Security: A
pervasive theme of the day is the
transformation of traditional security alliances
into transactional market-based relationships.
Trump’s "pay-to-play" rhetoric at NATO and
his willingness to trade advanced stealth
technology for Turkish loyalty illustrates a

world where strategic loyalty is no longer
governed by shared values, but by fiscal
contributions and tactical necessity.

Industrial Al VSs. Environmental
Sustainability: The Meta investment in
Alberta reveals a growing rift in the "green
transition" narrative. While the data center is
touted as being powered by 100% renewable
energy, the necessity of a new $4.6 billion
natural gas plant suggests that the physical
demands of high-compute AI are outpacing
current renewable capacity. This creates a
"resource colonialism" trend where tech
giants look to resource-rich, low-population
areas to offload  the environmental
externalities of their massive power needs.

The End of "Values-Based" Diplomacy: The
Carney-Saudi reset represents a significant
retreat from the "moralizing" foreign policy
that characterized the early 21st century. By
framing criticism as ineffective lecturing,
Carney is signaling a return to Realpolitik,
where economic survival in a fracturing global
market necessitates engagement with illiberal

regimes to secure critical mineral supply
chains and trade access.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Canada: The transition from Trudeau to
Carney as Prime Minister has brought a shift
toward economic pragmatism, yet internal
tensions remain high. The Sturgeon County
project has sparked local protests, and the
Yukon school system is facing a crisis of toxic
workplace culture and political interference.
The ongoing Amber Alert for six-year-old
Lanakai Morrison in Alberta highlights
failures in child services following a
contentious custody dispute.
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United States: The Democratic Party is
facing a crisis of candidate vetting and
internal ideological rifts. The Graham Platner
scandal in Maine has exposed a failure to
scrutinize candidates who appeal to populist
sentiments but carry significant reputational
and legal risks. Meanwhile, public health
concerns are rising as a Cyclospora outbreak
in Michigan and other states sickens over
1,200 people, likely exacerbated by climate-
driven changes to agriculture.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The world is increasingly portrayed as a
"jungle of concrete" and a "volatile region”
where conflict is the baseline. The unstated
risk of an escalating spiral to full-scale war
between the U.S. and Iran is now a concrete
reality. Allies are no longer viewed as
permanent fixtures but as exasperated
partners who must prove their value to a U.S.
administration that is increasingly
comfortable with unilateralism.

Canada is adapting by projecting itself as an
essential partner in high-tech and resource
sectors, using its expertise in mining and Al to
forge ties in the Middle East. However, this
posture is reactive; Canada is seeking to
bolster its nomic in ndence in an era

of U.S. protectionism and global instability.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global markets are reacting to the surge in
energy prices following the missile exchange
in the Persian Gulf. U.S. trade policy remains
aggressively protectionist, with a minimum
10% tariff on all imports and threats of 100%
tariffs on foreign films. Canada is
experiencing significant "financial pain" as it

retaliates with its own 25% counter-tariffs,

leading to layoffs in the steel sector.

* Meta AI Investment: $13 billion capital
injection into Alberta's tech sector.

* Commodities: Oil prices surged as tanker
attacks resumed in the Strait of Hormuz.

* Military Spending: Germany to invest
$500 billion; EU members to push for 800
billion euros in collective defense.

* International Aid: UN relief chief seeking
$300 million for Venezuela earthquake
recovery.

» Tariffs: Potential 25% to 50% tariffs on
Canadian steel by the U.S. administration.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a broader trend of
corporate restructuring and political
realignment toward technocratic expertise.

* Mark Carney: Now serving as Canadian
Prime Minister, leading a pragmatic trade-
first foreign policy.

* Anco Vanderverf: Appointed as the new

CEO of Air Canada, following the
controversial resignation of Michael
Rousseau.

* Graham Platner: Resigned from the
Maine Senate race, a major blow to the
progressive wing of the Democratic Party.

* Anco Vanderverf: Current head of
Scandinavian Airlines moving to Air
Canada, bringing multilingual 1 rshi

back to the national carrier.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

CBC's editorial hierarchy is dominated by the
"on-again" war in the Persian Gulf and the
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domestic economic implications of the
Carney-Saudi reset. The coverage of the US
strikes on Iran is framed with a mix of alarm
and inevitability. Domestically, the network is
focusing heavily on the Meta data center
controversy, balancing the $13 billion "win"

against localized environmental fears.

Significant global events such as the
Venezuela earthquake (affecting 600,000
children) and the French heatwave are given
lower priority, treated more as human-interest
tragedies than systemic climate crises. A
conspicuous detailed
reporting on the internal succession plans for
the Iranian Supreme Leadership following the
death of Khamenei, focusing instead on the
optics of the funeral procession.

omission is any

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts portray a world shifting from
institutional cooperation to individualistic
dominance, where leaders are characterized
by their ability to "finish the job" or "cut
deals" rather than uphold treaties.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an
unpredictable, transactional, and
aggressive leader who views allies with
skepticism and foes with "retribution" logic
("we hit 10 times harder").

* Mark Carney: Framed as a competent
pragmatist, willing to engage with
controversial regimes to secure Canada's
economic future.

* Iran (Islamic Republic): Consistently
depicted as a hostile, dishonest actor
("they're liars," "sick people") whose
regime is teetering between internal
defiance and external aggression.

* Turkey (Recep Tayyip Erdogan):
Portrayed as a highly opportunistic ally,
leveraging its geographic position and
"strongman" leadership to extract
concessions from both the U.S. and Russia.

e Meta (Meta Platforms): Framed as a

behemoth corporate actor with "serious

compute needs" that can dictate terms to
provincial governments.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Narrative seeding is evident in the framing of
the Iran strikes. Trump’s reposting of social
media images to "underline" the war signals a
shift toward military operations conducted via
public relations. Conversely, Iranian state
media is weaponizing information by claiming
strikes on nuclear facilities to incite domestic
nationalist fervor and global condemnation of
the U.S.

In Canada, the '"clean and renewable"
narrative surrounding the Meta data center is
being challenged as disinformation by
environmental think tanks, who point to the
$4.6 billion gas plant as the true power
source. The delta between the "economic
miracle" spin and the resource drain reality is
a key information battleground.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Gulf Escalation: Given the failure of the

ceasefire, the U.S. and Iran will likely enter

xchan f fire, potentially

leading to a permanent disruption of the
Strait of Hormuz oil traffic.
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* Canadian AI Hub Rivalry: If Alberta’s
Meta project succeeds, other provinces will
likely reverse their moratoriums to
compete for tech capital, further straining
Canada's energy grid.

* NATO Fragmentation: The U.S. pivot to a
bilateral, transactional model with Turkey
and Ukraine will continue to marginalize

Western  FEuropean allies, potentially

leading to the first formal cracks in Article
5 cohesion.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a sharp
spike in global oil prices and potential supply
chain blockages as shipping companies avoid
the Gulf. Domestic U.S. politics will be
dominated by the Democratic search for a
new Senate candidate in Maine before the
midterms.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The

deployment of Patriot production facilities in
Ukraine will shift the conflict's attrition rate.
Canada’s trade reset with Saudi Arabia will

result in the first major mining ventures in the

kingdom using Canadian engineering.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Alberta will likely
emerge as a global hub for Al compute, but
the accompanying carbon footprint and water
usage may lead to severe regional droughts
and political backlash against the Carney
administration.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Regional Middle East War: Risk of
unintended escalation to a full-scale ground
invasion or blockade. Triggers: A direct hit
on a nuclear facility or high U.S. casualty
event in Bahrain. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Catastrophic global economic recession.
Mitigations: Renewal of secret back-
channel negotiations.

Grid Instability in Alberta: Meta's 1-
gigawatt demand could outpace energy
production. Triggers: Failure to complete
the $4.6 billion gas plant on schedule.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Rolling
blackouts for residential areas. Mitigations:
Staged activation of data center compute
loads.

Collapse of NATO Unity: Re-arming
Turkey with F-35s could cause Denmark or
Greece to rethink their alliance. Triggers:
Formalized F-35 contract signing despite
S-400 presence. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Fracturing of European security
architecture. Mitigations: Multilateral
oversight of Turkish S-400 deployments.

Global Biosecurity Failure: The

Cyclospora outbreak could signal a
permanent degradation of the food supply
chain. Triggers: Identification of the
parasite in Canadian imports. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Widespread illness and
disruption of agricultural trade.
Mitigations: Enhanced inspection of South/
Central American produce.
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* Quebec Immigration Crisis: The backlog
of 400,000 applicants threatens social
order and leads to federal-provincial legal
battles. Triggers: Federal court compulsion
to resolve cases against Quebec's targets.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Political
instability in the Federation. Mitigations:
Increased federal funding for security
screenings.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts mention the assassination
of Khamenei in February, but fail to explain
the current power vacuum or designated
successor within the Iranian regime.

* There is no mention of how Meta’s data
center will handle long-term w
in Alberta, despite residents' vocal
concerns.

* The broadcast omits the potential for
Russian or Chinese military intervention in
the Gulf to protect their trade interests if
U.S. strikes continue.

* The actual status of the Bushehr nuclear
plant remains a critical blind spot, with
only unverified state media claims
available.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Strategic Feint: The U.S. strikes on Iran
may not be an escalation toward war, but a
deliberate show of force designed to bring
Iran back to a negotiation for a much more
restrictive deal, exploiting the vacuum left by
Khamenei's death. Trump’s mention that Iran
"wants to make a deal so badly" supports this
hypothesis.

Black Swan: The Alberta Grid Collapse. If
an extreme heatwave hits Alberta while the

Meta center is at full capacity, the provincial
grid could experience a total, multi-week
collapse, forcing the emergency
nationalization of private power assets and
sparking civil unrest in Edmonton.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Formalize contingency plans for a total
lock fth rait of Hormuz.

* Accelerate federal-provincial cooperation
on immigration ri reenin
prevent a constitutional crisis.

* Establish an independent regulatory body
to oversee the resource impact of massive

Al infrastructure.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Diversify energy-dependent supply chains
away from the Persian Gulf.

* Monitor U.S. tariff policy regarding

Canadian steel and entertainment exports.

* Allocate capital toward liquid biopsy

technology as Canadian researchers move
toward massive 7,000-person clinical trials.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today focused on update

signage and rebranding Palm Beach Airport to
honor Donald Trump, while the U.S. Treasury

Department is actively researching tariffs on
Spanish products. In Canada, legal challenges
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are pending regarding Quebec’s immigration * Graham Platner Resignation: Maine

caps. Democratic Senate candidate withdraws
over xual 1 n
* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: allegations.

o Florida Airport Rebrand Law: Authorized
the renaming of Palm Beach
International to President Donald ].

Trump International Airport at a cost of

$5.5 million. * Western Canada Wildfires: Evacuations

ordered in Boston Bar, BC and Fort
Simpson, NWT due to uncontrollable

* European Heatwave: France reports
2,000 excess deaths as temperatures top
40°C.

o Quebec Family Reunification Limit:

Established a cap of 15,700 applications

through 2028, currently under legal blazes.
challenge. * Manitoba Flooding Disaster: Record
rainfall in Swan River and Dauphin results
* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: in total agricultural losses, including 20
© NATO Summit Ankara: Trump’s press million tomatoes.

conference declaring the ceasefire over
and demanding higher allied
contributions.

* Cyclospora Outbreak: Over 1,200 cases
of parasitic illness linked to produce in
Michigan and surrounding states.

o Carney News Conference Jetta: PM

Ernest Shackleton Ship Discovery: A

Carney addressing _critics  and ROV located Shackleton's ship in Labrador
formalizing 13 trade deals with Saudi

Sea, obscured by fishing nets.
Arabia.
* Quebec Immigration Backlog: 400,000

applicants stuck in limbo as the provincial
government caps reunification targets.

KEY STORIES

* Yukon School System Crisis: A report
reveals toxic silos and political interference
in Yukon's education department.

* US-Iran Conflict Escalation: The U.S.
struck 90 military targets in Iran following
tanker attacks; Iran retaliated against
bases in Bahrain, Kuwait, and Qatar. * Liquid Biopsy Cancer Trial: Toronto

researchers recruit 7,000 participants for a

e Carney’s Saudi Reset: Canadian PM Mark :
blood-based cancer detection study:.

Carney signed 13 commercial deals in
Jetta, prioritizing Al and mining over past * Air Canada CEO Transition: Anco
human rights disputes. Vanderverf to lead the national carrier

* Meta’s Alberta Data Center: A $13 starting in January.

billion AI project in Sturgeon County,

Missing Person Amber Alert: Six-year-

supported by a $4.6 billion gas plant, faces old Lanakai Morrison missing in Alberta
local environmental opposition. after a custody dispute; vehicle is a 2015

* NATO Turkey Summit: Trump considers Toyota Tundra.

giving Turkey F-35 licenses and demands * Venezuela Earthquake Recovery: UN
increased defense spending from all relief chief calls for $300 million after twin

members. quakes displaced thousands.
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* Brampton Soccer Mural: The city honors
its legacy as Canada’s soccer capital with
new murals following a historic World Cup
run.

* Justin Bieber World Cup Performance:
Superstar announced for the first-ever
halftime show at the World Cup final.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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