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NIGERIA FACES INSTITUTIONAL

INTEGRITY CRISES AMID

INTENSIFYING US-IRAN

HOSTILITIES AND GLOBAL

ECONOMIC VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security environment deteriorated

sharply on July 9, 2026, driven by a dramatic

escalation  in  hostilities  between  the  United

States  and  Iran  following  the  collapse  of  a

preliminary  peace  agreement.  US  forces

conducted strikes against 90 targets along the

Iranian coastline, prompting retaliatory drone

and missile  attacks on US military assets in

the Gulf. This geopolitical shock immediately

rippled  through  global  markets,  causing  oil

prices to spike and subsequently turn volatile

while  threatening  the  stability  of  critical

maritime  supply  routes  in  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.  Concurrent  with  these  military

actions, the US administration under Donald

Trump  adopted  an  aggressive  transactional

trade posture, ordering an immediate halt to

trade with NATO ally Spain in retaliation for

Madrid's criticism of the Iran conflict.

Domestically,  Nigeria  is  grappling  with  a

profound crisis of institutional legitimacy and

a surging security threat matrix. The Nigerian

Senate approved over 403 billion naira for the

Police  Trust  Fund  to  combat  terrorism  and

kidnapping, even as the administration faces a

scandalous  probe  into  a  "fictitious"  federal

agency—the Presidential Foreign Intervention

Promotion  Council  (PFIP)—that  reportedly

secured a budget code and over 1 billion naira

in funding through alleged insider collusion.

This  institutional  decay  is  exacerbated  by  a

deepening rift  in the legal profession as the

Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) resists what it

terms  illegal  interference by  the  Attorney

General in its upcoming elections.

The convergence of  these events suggests a

period  of  high  systemic  risk.  The  Nigerian

government is attempting to project strength

through "hard" security measures, such as the

Defense  Minister's  shoot-on-sight  order for

terrorists,  while  its  internal  administrative

mechanisms  appear  compromised  by

corruption  and  lack  of  oversight.

Internationally, the shift toward bilateral trade

warfare  and  direct  military  confrontation

marks the end of recent stabilization efforts,

placing  immense  pressure  on  emerging

economies  like  Nigeria  that  remain  heavily

dependent on imported refined products and

global capital flows.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Collapse of US-Iran Peace Framework

US forces conducted strikes on 90 military

targets following  the  termination  of  a

preliminary  peace  agreement  by  the  US

President.

Iran  responded  with  drone  and  missile

strikes on US bases in Qatar, Kuwait, and

Bahrain.
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Maritime traffic in the Strait of Hormuz has

dropped  significantly  as  Iran  restricts

passage to designated coastal routes.

The "Fake Agency" Corruption Scandal in

Nigeria

The ICPC has  been ordered to  probe the

Presidential  Foreign  Intervention

Promotion Council,  which the government

now claims is a fictitious entity.

The  entity  reportedly  operated  for  three

years,  received  a  budget  code  from  the

CBN, and was allocated 1.3 billion naira by

the legislature.

Allegations of bribery involving the Chief of

Staff have  surfaced,  leading  to  calls  for

senior  officials  to  step  aside  during  the

investigation.

Nigerian  National  Security  Funding  and

Policy Shifts

Senate approved 403.1 billion naira for the

Police  Trust  Fund for  the 2025 and 2026

fiscal years.

Defense  Minister  General  Christopher

Musa  issued  a  shoot-on-sight  directive to

troops encountering terrorists or bandits.

Nineteen  Northern  states  inaugurated  a

Security  Trust  Fund to  mobilize  regional

resources against insecurity.

Global Economic Shifts and Tech Market

Volatility

SpaceX shares fell to a record low, slipping

below their  IPO price  amid  a  broad  tech

sell-off.

Aliko Dangote confirmed a new $17 billion

refinery project in Kenya, representing his

largest investment outside Nigeria.

Egypt reported its third consecutive month

of  declining  annual  urban  consumer

inflation, reaching 14.3% in June.

Institutional Conflict within the Nigerian

Bar Association

The  NBA  President  rejected  a  directive

from  the  Attorney  General  of  the

Federation to  suspend  the  association's

upcoming elections.

The  dispute  centers  on  "zoning"  and  the

consensus  adoption of  candidates,  which

young  lawyers  claim  disenfranchises  the

general membership.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The US-Iran conflict has transitioned from

shadow  warfare  to  direct  kinetic

engagement, with high casualty counts and

infrastructure destruction.

In  Nigeria,  the  abandonment  of  terrorist

rehabilitation  programs in  favor  of

aggressive military neutralization marks a

significant policy pivot.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The Tinubu administration is  under heavy

criticism  for  administrative  disconnects

between the executive and the legislature

regarding budget implementation.

FCT Minister Nyesom Wike is aggressively

defending  the  Chief  of  Staff  against

corruption  allegations,  framing  them  as

politically motivated distractions.
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Macroeconomics & Trade

The US President's  decision  to  halt  trade

with  Spain bypasses  traditional  EU-US

trade deal protocols, signaling a breakdown

in multilateral norms.

Nigeria  reports  record  tax  collection  of

21.6  trillion  naira,  yet  analysts  warn  the

real value is eroded by a 300% devaluation

of the naira.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

The  Nigerian  government  is  seeking  to

repeal  the  Criminal  Justice  Act  2015 and

replace it with a 2026 version to enhance

efficiency and include digital monitoring.

The  Value  Added  Tax  (VAT) dispute

continues as  Dino Melaye approaches the

court  to  challenge  federal  vs.  state

collection rights.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Administrative

Oversight

A recurring theme is the failure or deliberate

manipulation  of  administrative  systems  to

facilitate  high-level  corruption.  The  "fake

agency"  (PFIP)  saga  demonstrates  that

fictitious  entities  can  bypass  CBN  and

legislative  controls to  access  public  funds.

This  suggests  that  the  "Renewed  Hope

Agenda"  is  being  hindered  by  legacy

corruption  networks  that  have  successfully

embedded  themselves  within  the  current

administration's  budgetary  processes.  The

government’s  defensive  posture—ordering  a

probe  while  simultaneously  dismissing

allegations—indicates  a  struggle  to  manage

internal scandals without triggering a collapse

of the executive's inner circle.

Aggressive Transactional Diplomacy

The international arena is shifting toward an

era  of  extreme  transactionalism.  The  US

administration’s  willingness  to  offer  Patriot

missile  production  rights to  Ukraine  while

cutting  off  trade  with  Spain  over  policy

disagreements suggests  that  traditional

alliances (NATO/EU) are being subverted by

bilateral  demands.  For  Nigeria,  this

environment poses a risk to its "non-aligned"

aspirations,  as  seen  in  the  Russian  Foreign

Minister's Sahel tour, which seeks to deepen

ties with military-led nations at the expense of

Western influence.

Security Populism vs. Systemic Reform

Faced  with  a  kidnapping  epidemic  and

economic hardship, the Nigerian government

is leaning into "security populism." The shoot-

on-sight orders  and  the  rejection  of

rehabilitation  for  terrorists appeal  to  a

frustrated public  but  do  not  address  the  20

million  out-of-school  children providing  a

"ready army" for insurgents. The trend toward

state-level security trust funds suggests a lack

of confidence in federal policing, leading to a

fragmentation of  command that  may further

complicate the national security architecture.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Nigeria  is  experiencing  a  period  of  severe

institutional  friction.  The  House  of

Representatives witnessed rowdy sessions as

lawmakers demanded the President appear to

explain  the  delayed  implementation of  the

2024 and 2025 budgets while the 2026 budget

cycle has already begun. This fiscal chaos is

compounded  by  allegations  that  lawmakers

themselves  are  focused  primarily  on

constituency  projects rather  than  national

priorities.  Public  sentiment  is  increasingly
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cynical,  as  seen  in  the  debate  over  tax

revenue  "gains" which  have  not  translated

into improved living standards, with analysts

noting  that  95%  of  Nigerians remain  poor

despite record nominal  revenue figures.  The

arrest of family members of political suspects,

such as the Chief of Staff's family, indicates a

sharpening of "legal warfare" within the elite,

potentially  destabilizing  the  administration's

core  support  base  ahead  of  the  2027

elections.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The "outside world" is increasingly portrayed

as a hostile threat matrix where energy and

trade are used as weapons. The US-Iran war

has effectively closed the Strait of Hormuz to

non-sanctioned traffic, forcing a re-evaluation

of  global  oil  supply  chains.  Nigeria  is

attempting  to  pivot  toward  regional

leadership, as evidenced by its involvement in

the  UN  Chiefs  of  Police  Summit and  its

continued role in Sahel diplomacy. However,

its dependency on foreign refined fuel leaves

it  vulnerable  to  external  price  shocks.  The

visit of Russian Minister Sergey Lavrov to the

region  highlights  a  fracturing  multipolar

arena where traditional Western influence is

being  challenged  by  Moscow's  "Cooperation

agreements"  with  military-led  regimes,

potentially  drawing  Nigeria  into  a  larger

geopolitical tug-of-war.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  environment  is  characterized

by  "announcement  economics"—record-

breaking  nominal  figures  that  mask

underlying systemic fragility. While the stock

market  shows  resilience,  tech  sectors  are

under  intense  pressure  from  global  interest

rate  uncertainty  and  emerging  competition

from Chinese AI developments.

Key Economic Vectors

Tax Revenue Inflation: Nigeria generated

21.6  trillion  naira in  tax  revenue,  a  49%

increase, but the tax-to-GDP ratio remains

at 13%, well below the 25% global average.

Energy Costs: Domestic umbrella prices (a

proxy  for  seasonal  consumer  goods)  rose

33% since January, driven by shipping costs

and the middle east tension.

Foreign  Reserves: National  foreign

reserves  reportedly  reached  $52  billion,

which  officials  claim  can  finance  three

years of imports.

Capital Outflows: The banking sector saw

net  foreign  outflows  of  173  billion  naira

year-to-date,  despite  a  recovery  mood  in

the NGX.

Corporate  Investment: Aliko  Dangote's

$17  billion  Kenya  refinery signals  a

strategic  diversification  away  from  the

Nigerian operating environment.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  shifts  in  leadership  are  occurring

across  political  and professional  institutions,

reflecting  internal  power  struggles  and  a

move toward more centralized control.

The "Fake Agency" Probe: The fictitious

agency  scandal puts  the  Chief  of  Staff

under  extreme  pressure;  his  potential

removal  would signal  a major shift  in the

President's inner circle.

Nigerian  Bar  Association  (NBA):

President Mr. Alpha is fighting to maintain

electoral  autonomy  against  executive

interference,  a  critical  indicator  for  the

independence of the legal profession.
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New  Nigeria  People's  Party  (NNPP):

INEC has officially recognized Major Agbo

as  the  national  chairman,  replacing  Bala

Yusuf,  which  may  impact  opposition

coalition strategies.

Security Coordination: A retired defense

minister was  appointed  to  coordinate  the

Northern  Nigeria  Security  Trust  Fund,

indicating  a  regionalization  of  security

leadership.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial hierarchy emphasizes

national  security and  executive

accountability. The lead stories consistently

focused on the "Fake Agency" probe and the

military's aggressive new directives, creating

a  tone  of  urgency  and  skepticism  toward

administrative  integrity.  Global  events,

particularly  the  US-Iran  war  and  Trump's

trade  threats,  were  given  high  prominence,

framed through their impact on the Nigerian

economy (oil prices and supply chains). There

is  a  distinct  "buried"  element  regarding  the

death  of  a  young  doctor in  state  custody,

which  is  framed  as  an  individual  tragedy

rather than a symptom of systemic failure in

the  health  and  correctional  services.

Conspicuous  Omissions include  any  deep

analysis  of  how  the  20  million  out-of-school

children in the North will  be integrated into

the  economy,  or  the  specific  "insiders"  who

authorized  the  budget  code for  a  fictitious

agency.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical narrative is dominated by the

return  of  "Hard  Power"  and  the  erosion  of

multilateral  cooperation.  Subtext  suggests

that traditional diplomatic norms are failing to

contain regional escalations.

COUNTRIES 

United  States: Portrayed  as

unpredictable and aggressive, willing to

break  alliances  (Spain)  and  escalate

conflicts  (Iran)  for  short-term  political  or

tactical  gains.  "Trump  declared  the

preliminary  peace  agreement  over"

(20260709-18).

Iran: Framed  as  a  defiant  regional

spoiler, capable of shutting global energy

arteries  and  responding  symmetrically  to

US strikes (20260709-26).

Nigeria: Depicted as a struggling giant,

battling  internal  "vampire"  agencies  that

suck  public  funds  while  attempting  to

project power in the Sahel (20260709-30).

Spain: Framed  as  a  vulnerable  ally,

caught  in  the  crossfire  of  US-Iran  policy

and  subject  to  sudden  economic  bullying

despite EU membership (20260709-29).

LEADERS 

President  Tinubu: Portrayed  as  a  well-

intentioned  reformer who  is  potentially

being undermined by a corrupt inner circle

and a rowdy legislature. "The President has

now  ordered  the  probe  into  the  saga"

(20260709-8).

Donald  Trump: Characterized  as  hyper-

transactional  and  militaristic,  using

trade  as  a  "bludgeon"  against  allies  and

foes alike (20260709-28).

Nyesom  Wike: Portrayed  as  an

aggressive  executive  enforcer,  using

media  chats  to  dismantle  opposition

narratives and protect administration allies

(20260709-15).
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NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

ICPC/EFCC: Framed  as  reactive  and

lacking  independence,  requiring  direct

presidential  orders  to  investigate  blatant

multi-billion naira frauds (20260709-9).

Rapid Support  Forces (RSF): Portrayed

as  genocidal  and  lawless,  with  the  UN

fact-finding  mission  identifying  "distinct

markers  of  genocide"  in  Sudan

(20260709-31).

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The administration is

framing the PFIP scandal as the work of an

"individual  con  artist"  (20260709-12)  to

distract  from  the  likelihood  of  systemic

institutional collusion required to secure

a CBN budget code.

Disinformation: In  the  DRC,

misinformation  regarding  Ebola is

inciting  violence  against  Red  Cross

volunteers, with claims that the virus "does

not  exist"  or  is  a  profit-making  scheme

(20260709-31).

Media  Spin: FCT  Minister  Wike's

categorization  of  corruption  allegations

against  the  Chief  of  Staff  as  "politically

motivated"  (20260709-15)  serves  to

delegitimize the probe before it concludes.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Institutional Collapse Hypothesis: If the

ICPC probe reveals  that  the  PFIP agency

was  authorized  by  senior  presidency

officials,  the  Tinubu  administration  may

face  a  catastrophic  loss  of  legitimacy,

potentially  leading  to  a  massive  cabinet

reshuffle or impeachment proceedings by a

disgruntled legislature (20260709-41).

Regional  Conflict  Hypotheses: The  US-

Iran  hostilities  will  likely  lead  to  a

protracted  maritime  blockade in  the

Gulf, sustaining global energy inflation and

potentially  triggering  civil  unrest  in  oil-

dependent  nations  like  Nigeria  as  pump

prices rise (20260709-26).

Security Regionalization: The formation

of the Northern Security Trust Fund signals

a  move  toward  de  facto  regional

policing,  which  may  undermine  national

unity  and lead to  conflicts  between state-

led militias and federal forces.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect

heightened  volatility  in  the  Naira as

markets react to the Gulf conflict and internal

Nigerian corruption news. Sudden arrests of

senior administrative staff related to the PFIP

probe  are  highly  likely.  Protest  actions  in

Northern states regarding kidnapping "as the

new oil" (20260709-11) may escalate.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The passage

of the Criminal Justice Act 2026 will likely be

fast-tracked to provide a legal framework for

more  aggressive  security  measures.  Nigeria

may  be  forced  to  seek  an  emergency  IMF

facility if oil supply disruptions in the Strait
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of Hormuz lead to a sustained drop in foreign

exchange earnings despite high crude prices.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Dangote's move to

Kenya suggests  a  long-term "brain drain"  of

capital  from Nigeria  to  more  stable  African

neighbors. The Russian influence in the Sahel

may lead to a formal break between Nigeria

and  its  Western  security  partners  if  Abuja

pivots  toward  Moscow  to  secure  more

"unrestricted" military hardware.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The global and domestic risk environment is

reaching  a  "critical  strain"  point  where

disparate crises are beginning to feed into one

another,  particularly  in  the  energy  and

security sectors.

Risk  1:  Strait  of  Hormuz  Blockade.

Triggers:  Sustained  US-Iran  kinetic

warfare.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Global

energy  price  spike,  20-30%  increase  in

refined fuel  costs.  Mitigations:  Release  of

strategic  reserves,  negotiated  maritime

corridors (20260709-26).

Risk  2:  Nigerian  Fiscal  Disruption.

Triggers: Revelation of widespread insider

budget  code  fraud.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact: Halting of capital projects, investor

flight from NGX. Mitigations: Independent

audit  of  the  CBN  budget  office

(20260709-12).

Risk  3:  Radicalization  of  Northern

Youth. Triggers:  20  million  out-of-school

children  +  continued  military  "shoot-on-

sight"  orders.  Likelihood:  Very  High.

Impact:  Permanent  insurgent  presence  in

40%  of  Nigerian  territory.  Mitigations:

Immediate  pivot  to  mandatory  schooling

and job creation schemes (20260709-13).

Risk  4:  NATO  Internal  Fracture.

Triggers: Continued US trade war against

Spain  and EU members.  Likelihood:  Low-

Moderate.  Impact:  Collapse  of  unified

Western  security  posture  against  Russia.

Mitigations: Diplomatic intervention by the

G7 or UN (20260709-28).

Risk  5:  Global  Cancer/Health  Crisis.

Triggers:  Rising  environmental  pollution

and  microplastic  saturation.  Likelihood:

Guaranteed.  Impact:  Strained  global

healthcare  budgets,  declining  workforce

productivity.  Mitigations:  Multilateral

implementation  of  the  High  Seas  Treaty

(20260709-46).

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  CBN  Connection: The  transcripts

mention  that  the  "fake"  PFIP  agency

received a budget code from the CBN, but

fail to explain who at the central bank has

the authority to issue such a code without

an executive order.

Spain's  Trade  Surplus: While  Trump

claims Spain is a "terrible partner," analysts

note  the  US actually  has  a  trade  surplus

with Spain, leaving a blind spot as to why a

trade halt would be beneficial for the US.

Police  Trust  Fund  Allocation: The

approval  of  403  billion  naira is

documented, but there is no audit of where

previous trust fund allocations were spent,

despite  current  reports  that  security

agencies  are  "not  being  funded"

(20260709-30).

Patriot Missile Production: Trump's offer

to  let  Ukraine  produce  Patriot  missiles

lacks  technical  context  regarding  how  a

war-torn  nation  would  establish  the

complex  manufacturing  infrastructure

required.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Chaos" Theory: The  US

administration's  escalation  with  Iran  and

trade war with Spain may be a deliberate

strategy  to  force  global  energy

transition by  making  fossil  fuels

economically  unviable  through  artificial

supply shocks. Under this lens, the conflict

is  not  a  failure of  diplomacy but  a  brutal

"shock therapy" for the global economy.

The "Shadow Government" Hypothesis:

The  fictitious  PFIP  agency  may  not  be  a

fraud  at  all,  but  rather  a  classified

operational entity that the administration

has "burned" and labeled fictitious to cover

up sensitive foreign intervention activities

that  were  compromised.  The "probe"  is  a

stalling  tactic  to  purge  internal

whistleblowers.

Black Swan Event: The 3rd World Ocean

Assessment  warns  of  a  "perfect  storm"

(20260709-45).  A  collapse of  the  North

Atlantic  Current (AMOC)  due  to  record

heat  content  would  lead  to  a  sudden,

catastrophic  drop  in  European

temperatures  and  global  agricultural

yields, rendering current trade and security

conflicts irrelevant.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Establish  an  inter-agency  oversight

committee with  the  power  to  freeze  all

budget  codes  issued  to  "Promotion

Councils"  and  ad-hoc  bodies  until  their

statutory  origins  are  verified

(20260709-12).

Pivot  security  policy from "shoot-on-sight"

to  border-locking  and  maritime

surveillance to  protect  the  influx  of

essential  food  supplies  as  kidnapping

devastates  domestic  farming

(20260709-20).

Develop a contingency trade block with

Ghana  and  Egypt  to  stabilize  regional

prices  as  Western  trade  protectionism

increases (20260709-25).

For Private Sector/Investors:

Increase  capital  allocation  to  regional

hubs like Kenya, mirroring Aliko Dangote's

move,  to  hedge  against  Nigerian

institutional decay (20260709-18).

Implement supply chain "re-shoring" for

essential  goods  like  food  and  medical

supplies to avoid dependency on the Strait

of Hormuz (20260709-26).

Investors  in  Nigerian  banks  should  audit

exposure  to  the  agricultural  sector

given  the  rising  risks  of  climate-related

defaults  identified  by  Fitch

(20260709-100).

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on July 9 centered on the

Police  Trust  Fund and  the  reform  of  the

Criminal Justice Act, highlighting a focus on

national  security over administrative reform.

The  House  of  Representatives  remains  in  a

state  of  rowdy  disagreement over  the

executive's  refusal  to  implement  passed

budgets.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Criminal Justice Act 2026: Proposed to

repeal  the  2015  act;  aims  to  introduce

digital  monitoring of  suspects  and

increase  institutional  efficiency

(20260709-2).

Police Trust Fund Budget (2025-2026):

Approved  403.1  billion  naira for  arms,

ammunition,  and  welfare,  with  90%

dedicated  to  capital  expenditure

(20260709-15).

Sovereign  Wealth  Fund  Bill  (Kenya):

Signed  into  law  by  President  Ruto  to

manage  natural  resource  revenues  for

future generations (20260709-24).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

FCT Media Chat: Minister Wike addressed

the removal of the FCT from the Treasury

Single  Account  (TSA)  to  allow  for  more

flexible project funding (20260709-16).

UN Chiefs  of  Police  Summit: Nigeria's

IGP  Disu  reaffirmed  commitment  to

international  policing  cooperation and

navigating  digital  law  enforcement

challenges (20260709-32).

NBA Press Briefing: The NBA leadership

issued  a  refusal  of  the  AGF  directive,

maintaining  that  the  association  is  an

independent body (20260709-63).

KEY STORIES

US-Iran  War  Escalation: US  strikes  90

targets;  Iran  retaliates  with  drone/missile

strikes  on  bases  in  Qatar,  Kuwait,  and

Bahrain.  14  killed  in  two  days

(20260709-55).

Fake  Agency  Probe: ICPC  investigating

the  fictitious  "Presidential  Foreign

Intervention  Promotion  Council"  which

illegally accessed 1.3 billion naira.

Police  Trust  Fund  Approval: Senate

approves  403.1  billion  naira for  the  next

two  years  to  bolster  anti-terrorism

operations.

NBA vs. AGF Election Dispute: Attorney

General  orders  suspension  of  NBA

elections;  NBA President  rejects  order  as

"without force of law" (20260709-63).

Strait of Hormuz Traffic Drop: Maritime

intelligence reports  traffic  fell  from 36 to

23  cargo  ships daily  following  the

escalation of US-Iran hostilities.

Dangote's  Kenya  Refinery: $17  billion

investment  in  a  700,000  barrel  per  day

plant in Lamu, Kenya (20260709-18).

Nigeria's  "Shoot-on-Sight"  Order:

Defense  Minister  Musa  tells  troops  to

"shoot sights" of  any bandits  or terrorists

without waiting for orders (20260709-42).

3rd World Ocean Assessment: UN report

reveals  16% increase in  ocean heat  since

1955 and warns of 2 millimeters annual sea

level rise.

South Africa Mass Shootings: Police in

Cape  Town  investigating  two  separate

incidents leaving seven dead.

Ebola  Outbreak  Misinformation: Red

Cross workers attacked in DRC after false

claims that Ebola is a profitable hoax.

Nigerian  Tax  Revenue  Record: 21.6

trillion  naira  collected,  up  49%;  however,

only 13-15% of Nigerians are paying taxes.

SpaceX  Stock  Crash: Shares  fell  below

$135 IPO price, dropping 6.8% in a single

session.
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Sudan War Crimes Evidence: ICC finds

"conquered evidence" of  RSF atrocities in

Darfur,  including  gang  rapes  and  mass

killings (20260709-31).

FCT  Land  Grabbing  Allegations:

Minister Wike denies land grabbing, claims

to be recovering land from non-performing

developers for judicial use.

Nigeria-South  Africa  Xenophobia:

Senate  demands  probe  into  attacks  on

Nigerians;  South  Africa  refuses

compensation for looted properties.

Sierra  Leone  Climate  Displacement:

Turtle Islands residents losing 2/3 of land;

entire  archipelago  expected  to  vanish  in

10-15 years.

Nigerian  Bar  Association  Consensus

Controversy: Young  lawyers  protest  the

consensus  adoption of  candidates  as  an

interference  with  their  right  to  choose

leaders.

Ghana  Financial  Sector  Fraud: Fraud

cases  rose  48% year-on-year,  primarily  in

the payment services provider sector.

Abuja  City  Gate  Commissioning:

Remodeled city gate with 37 synchronized

fountains commissioned by the First Lady.

Patriot  Missile  Production  Rights:

Trump offers Ukraine the right to produce

its  own  Patriot  batteries,  valued  at  $1

billion each.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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