
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
CNN

J U L Y  9 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S
MEDIA

TRENDS
CNN

J U L Y  9 ,  2 0 2 6

THE RESUMPTION OF KINETIC

HOSTILITIES WITH IRAN AND

DOMESTIC POLITICAL VOLATILITY

DEFINE AN ERA OF STRATEGIC

UNCERTAINTY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security environment shifted back

toward high-intensity conflict on July 9, 2026,

as  the  fragile  ceasefire  between  the  United

States  and  Iran  effectively  collapsed.

Following  a  second  consecutive  night  of

massive  U.S.  airstrikes  hitting  over  170

targets, President Trump declared the 21-day-

old Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to

be  finished.  This  escalation  comes  amid

severe regional blowback, with Iran launching

retaliatory  strikes  on  U.S.  military  bases  in

Jordan,  Kuwait,  Bahrain,  and  Qatar.  The

breakdown  of  diplomacy  has  immediate

macroeconomic consequences, with oil prices

surging  as  the  Strait  of  Hormuz remains  a

contested and unstable energy choke point.

Domestically, the Democratic Party is reeling

from a  leadership  vacuum in  a  critical  U.S.

Senate race. Graham Platner, the Democratic

nominee  in  Maine,  officially  suspended his

campaign after highly credible allegations of

sexual assault and rape surfaced. This forced

exit, coming just weeks before the midterms,

has  triggered  a  chaotic  scramble  for  a

replacement candidate via a state nominating

convention.  The  party  is  now  trapped  in  a

"vibe over vetting" crisis that threatens their

path to a Senate majority, even as they face an

incumbent,  Susan  Collins,  whose  own

vulnerabilities  were  briefly  eclipsed  by  the

Platner scandal.

Simultaneously, questions regarding President

Trump’s  personal  health  and  institutional

transparency  have  intensified.  A  highly

irregular plane swap during his  return from

the NATO summit—exchanging a newly gifted

Qatari  jet  for  an  older  Air  Force  One—has

been linked by officials to security deficiencies

in the new aircraft amid a heightened Iranian

threat.  This,  coupled  with  the  President's

verbal  slips  and  a  fixation  on  White  House

renovations during an active war, suggests a

deepening  "Imperial  Presidency"  where

aesthetic  legacy  projects  and  security

concerns compete for executive priority.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Collapse of the U.S.-Iran Ceasefire

The U.S. military completed two nights of

strikes  hitting  90  targets  overnight,

focusing  on  air  defense,  missile  storage,

and drone sites.

Iran  retaliated  with  ballistic  missiles

targeting  U.S.  bases  in  Jordan,  Bahrain,

Kuwait, and Qatar.

The  14-point  MOU,  signed  less  than  a

month ago, is now described by analysts as

a  "fairy  tale  of  success" that  failed  to

resolve core issues of control in the Strait

of Hormuz.

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CNNW_20260709_130000_CNN_News_Central
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CNNW_20260709_130000_CNN_News_Central
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CNNW_20260709_220000_The_Lead_With_Jake_Tapper
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CNNW_20260709_030000_Laura_Coates_Live
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CNNW_20260709_230000_Erin_Burnett_OutFront
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CNNW_20260709_090000_CNN_Headline_Express
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CNNW_20260709_140000_The_Situation_Room
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CNNW_20260709_000000_Anderson_Cooper_360


Maine Senate Race Upheaval

Graham  Platner  withdrew  from  the  race,

releasing a defiant 11-minute video blaming

the  establishment and  media  for  his

downfall while denying rape allegations.

Maine  Democrats  have  only  18  days to

select  a  new  nominee  via  a  600-person

convention  to  challenge  Senator  Susan

Collins.

Potential  successors  including Nirav Shah

and  Troy  Jackson are  already  positioning

for the nomination.

Presidential  Posture  and  Security

Concerns

Secret  Service  urged  President  Trump to

switch  aircraft,  moving  him  from  the

Qatari-gifted jet to the older Air Force One

for  his  flight  back  to  the  U.S.  due  to

security gaps in the new plane.

The President exhibited concerning verbal

slips, referring to the "Islamic Republic of

Japan" and calling President Zelensky "Mr.

Putin" during the NATO summit.

A  new  massive  optical  illusion  tarp has

been placed over  the  White  House  North

Portico to hide renovation work while stone

restoration continues.

Federal Law Enforcement Crisis

ICE is facing intense scrutiny following the

fatal shooting of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo in

Houston;  the  family  claims  agents  in

unmarked cars caused the fatal encounter.

A second death in ICE custody, Mohammed

Nazir, an Afghan national who fought with

U.S.  forces,  has  sparked  demands  for  a

congressional inquiry.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The USS Abraham Lincoln is on high alert

in  the  Arabian Sea,  with  aircraft  dodging

missiles and drones during operations over

the Strait of Hormuz.

Retired General Wesley Clark suggests the

U.S. is eroding Iran’s capacity to threaten

ships bit by bit, though total annihilation of

the threat remains elusive.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The NATO summit concluded with a veneer

of  unity,  including  Trump  praising

"unification  and  love"  despite  earlier

threats to pull forces from Europe.

The U.S. has granted Ukraine a license to

manufacture Patriot missile interceptors, a

major strategic shift to make the defense of

Ukraine more self-sustaining.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

Federal  judge  orders  the  release  of  $5

million payout from President Trump to E.

Jean Carroll, rejecting his attempt to delay

payment.

Several  state  Attorneys  General  are

finalizing an antitrust lawsuit to challenge

Paramount’s  acquisition  of  Warner  Bros.

Discovery.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Brent  crude  oil  prices  rose  above  $80  a

barrel following  the  resumption  of

hostilities.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves have dropped

23% below pre-war levels, leaving the U.S.

vulnerable to further energy shocks.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Failure of "Amateur" Diplomacy

A  recurring  critique  surfaced  throughout

the day regarding the role of Jared Kushner

and Steve  Witkoff in  negotiating  the  Iran

MOU.  Critics  argue  that  excluding

technical experts and career diplomats led

to  a  "murky"  and  ambiguous  agreement

that Iran exploited as a sign of weakness.

The  reliance  on  political  loyalists  rather

than  regional  experts  is  being  framed  as

the  primary  driver  behind  the  current

"forever war" loop in the Middle East.

Vetting Deficits in Polarized Politics

The  Graham  Platner  scandal  is  being

viewed as a symptom of a political system

that  prioritizes  "vibes"  and populism over

fundamental  character  research.  The

Democratic  Party's  desperation to flip the

Maine  seat  led  to  the  overlooking  of

obvious  "red  flags,"  including  Platner's

controversial online history and tattoos.

This  has  created a  "what  aboutism"  loop,

where  Republicans  and  Democrats  trade

accusations  of  abandoning  character in

leadership to maintain partisan power.

Legacy vs. Crisis Management

President  Trump  appears  deeply  divided

between  his  role  as  Commander-in-Chief

during a burgeoning war and his desire to

leave a physical legacy in Washington. His

fixation on the North Portico columns and

White  House  fountains  is  contrasted

against  the  reality  of  aircraft  carriers  on

high alert.

The  "Imperial"  style  of  management—

accepting  multi-million  dollar  planes from

foreign  governments—is  creating

unprecedented  ethical  and  security

dilemmas for the Secret Service.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United  States:  Partisan  Fracturing  and

Institutional Distrust

The  Democratic  Party  faces  a  "civil  war"

between  its  progressive  wing,  which

backed  Platner,  and  an  establishment

seeking  a  more  moderate  replacement.

Progressives  argue  the  establishment  is

"crushing"  populist  movements,  while  the

establishment  points  to  the  failure  of

vetting.

Public trust in the Department of Homeland

Security and ICE is reaching a critical low

point following civilian deaths and claims of

"unmarked"  aggressive  tactics,  with  the

public  feeling  "lied  to"  by  official

statements.

The health of Senate Minority Leader Mitch

McConnell  remains  a  point  of  high

speculation as he enters his fourth week in

the hospital with no clear medical update

provided to his constituents.

Iran:  Hardliner  Dominance  and  Civil

Sentiment

The marathon funeral for the late Supreme

Leader has become a venue for hardliners

to  assert  ideological  dominance.  Internal

dissent  against  any  compromise  with  the

U.S. is high, with the new Supreme Leader,

Mojtaba  Khamenei,  maintaining  a

significant but unseen presence.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S. is increasingly isolated in its regional

posture. While President Trump touted NATO

unification,  the  reality  on  the  ground shows

Gulf allies like Qatar and the UAE increasingly

distressed  by  the  level  of  strikes  reaching

their  territory.  The  U.S.  framing  of  the

"outside  world"  as  a  hostile  matrix  of  "sick

people"  and  "scum"  is  alienating  mediators

needed to reach a real agreement. Conversely,

the  decision  to  empower  Ukraine  with

indigenous Patriot missile production signals

a posture of "strategic resilience" intended to

deter  Russia  without  indefinite  U.S.  aid

dependence.  The  gangster  regime narrative

being applied to Iran by U.S. analysts mirrors

the shift in posture towards Russia, indicating

a  permanent  hardening  of  the  new "Axis  of

Aggressors" framework.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  outlook  is  clouded  by  the  re-

emergence  of  global  energy  instability.

Markets  are  pricing  in  a  prolonged conflict,

with significant volatility in the energy sector.

Energy Prices: Brent  crude jumped over

$80/barrel; gas prices increased $0.05 in a

single day, the largest jump since May.

Resource  Depletion: The  U.S.  Strategic

Petroleum Reserve is down to 320 million

barrels, a 23% decline since the war began.

Market  Sentiment: The  Dow  Jones

Industrial  Average  fell  577  points in  one

day,  though  futures  showed  a  slight

recovery.

Sanctions  Impact: Oil  waivers  for  Iran

were  canceled,  though  Iran  successfully

exported 10 million barrels of oil yesterday,

likely to China.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  political  landscape  is  undergoing  a

significant  contraction  as  key  figures

withdraw or are sidelined by health and legal

issues.

Graham  Platner: Effectively  "history"

after  withdrawing from the Maine Senate

race; his political future is likely over given

the severity of the allegations.

Mitch  McConnell: Future  remains  in

doubt;  though  aides  claim he  is  working,

his  absence  from  key  votes suggests  a

significant decline in capacity.

Mojtaba  Khamenei: Ascended  to

Supreme  Leader  but  has  yet  to  make  a

public  appearance,  leading  to  rumors  of

disfigurement or mental incapacity.

Wally  Funk: The  oldest  woman  to  go  to

space and a pioneer for NASA passed away

at 87.

Bonnie  Tyler: Iconic  singer  of  "Total

Eclipse of the Heart" died at 75.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network prioritized the U.S.-Iran kinetic

escalation as the lead story, utilizing exclusive

access to the USS Abraham Lincoln to provide

high-stakes,  visual-heavy  coverage.  The

emotional  tone  was  a  blend  of  nationalistic

pride  in  naval  capabilities  and fear-inducing

warnings about  "forever  wars."  The Graham

Platner  story  was  the  second-tier  priority,

framed  largely  through  the  lens  of  party

competence  and  vetting  failures.  Buried

stories  included  the  major  housing

affordability bill and the death of a toddler in

an  Arizona  hospital  morgue.  A  conspicuous

omission  remains  a  deep  dive  into  civilian
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casualties  in  Iran  from the  recent  strike  on

railway bridges and power infrastructure.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing establishes a worldview of

failed engagement and necessary escalation,

where  principled  diplomacy  is  mocked  as  a

"fairy  tale"  while  raw  military  power  is

presented  as  the  only  viable  language  for

international relations.

COUNTRIES

Iran: Portrayed  as  a  treacherous,

opportunistic  foe.  Trump  called  them

"scum" and  "sick  people"  while  analysts

labeled it a "gangster regime."

Ukraine: Framed  as  a  surprisingly

competent  "winner"  in  the  current

environment. Trump noted they are a "very

ingenious group" worthy of advanced tech

licenses.

Israel: Portrayed  as  a  complicated,

increasingly  aggressive  partner.  Rahm

Emanuel  warned  they  have  become  a

"territorial  pariah" due  to  West  Bank

policies.

Jordan: Depicted  as  a  stable  but

threatened ally successfully defending U.S.

interests by intercepting missiles.

LEADERS

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  mercurial

and  aesthete-focused.  He  is  seen  as  a

leader  who  takes  no  ownership of  policy

failures  but  focuses  on  maple  trees  and

North Portico columns.

Benjamin  Netanyahu: Framed  as  an

inept, horrible leader for the Israeli people

who has "mismanaged" the war, according

to congressional critics.

Graham  Platner: Characterized  as  a

narcissistic  victim-player displaying  a

"disgusting display of hubris."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  White  House  is

actively  pushing  a  "distraction  and

misdirection" narrative  to  explain  the  Air

Force One plane swap, attempting to hide

security  deficiencies  behind  a  veil  of

"honoring the troops."

Propaganda/Psy-Ops: Iran is weaponizing

the funeral of its leader to project internal

stability, while the U.S. symbolically struck

the  rail  line  leading  to  the  burial  site  to

disrupt  the  psychological  impact  of  the

procession.

Information  Deficit: ICE  is  withholding

video  evidence of  the  Houston  shooting,

creating  a  "credibility  gap"  that  is  being

filled by family accounts and social media

speculation.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The conflict with Iran will likely move into a

"new  normal" phase  of  low-level,  high-

frequency  skirmishing  rather  than  a  full-

scale resolution, as neither side seeks total

war but both refuse to cede control of the

Strait of Hormuz.

Maine Democrats will  nominate a further-

left candidate via the convention than they

would  have  in  a  primary,  potentially

alienating  the  state's  moderate  base  and

handing  Senator  Collins  an  easier

reelection path.
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Oil  prices  will  remain  structurally  high

through  November  as  the  Strategic

Petroleum  Reserve  reaches  its  floor,

potentially  costing  Republicans  control  of

the  House  as  voter  frustration  over

"Freedom Fuel" costs peaks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  "mad

scramble" for the Maine Senate seat; Iranian

retaliatory strikes on shipping to intensify as

they seek to impose a toll booth on the Strait;

possible  disclosure  of  Senator  McConnell’s

retirement  or  a  formal  transition  plan  as

pressure  from  the  Governor  of  Kentucky

increases.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A protracted,

"ugly"  conflict  in  the  Middle  East  with  high

munitions  depletion;  antitrust  rulings

potentially  blocking  the  Paramount/WBD

merger;  major  political  fallout  if  Democratic

primary  candidates  continue  to  lose  to

populist insurgents in blue states.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural change in

Ukraine’s  posture  as  it  moves  from  arms-

recipient  to  arms-manufacturer  (Patriot

missiles);  potential  permanent  geographical

disfigurement of  the  Middle  East  map  if  a

naval blockade results in the seizing of Kharg

Island; transition to a "post-literate" society as

attention spans for reading continue to drop

significantly.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current risk landscape is defined by the

intersection  of  volatile  energy  markets  and

the erosion of internal political order in both

major parties.

Regional Energy Blockade: Iran seeks to

establish a toll booth system in the Strait of

Hormuz. Triggers: Continued U.S. bombing

of Iranian infrastructure. Likelihood: High.

Impact:  Global  economic  recession.

Mitigations:  Naval  escort  operations  and

reopening diplomatic channels via Pakistan.

Democratic  Senate  Majority  Collapse:

Loss  of  the  Maine  seat.  Triggers:

Nomination  of  an  unvetted  or  extreme

candidate  at  the  nominating  convention.

Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Shifts power

in  the  119th  Congress.  Mitigations:

Immediate  vetting  of  all  16  county

delegates.

Presidential  Security  Failure:

Vulnerability  of  the  new  Air  Force  One.

Triggers:  A  successful  Iranian  strike  on

underequipped presidential  aircraft.

Likelihood:  Low  but  rising.  Impact:

Extreme instability. Mitigations: Permanent

grounding of  the Qatari  jet  until  military-

grade retrofitting is complete.

U.S.  Strategic  Oil  Depletion: Strategic

Petroleum Reserve hitting an all-time floor.

Triggers:  A  major  hurricane  during  an

active war. Likelihood: Moderate (summer

season).  Impact:  Domestic  fuel  rationing.

Mitigations:  Immediate  cessation  of  oil

exports to non-allied nations.

Civil Unrest in U.S. Cities: Outrage over

ICE-involved  deaths.  Triggers:  Continued

refusal  to  release  body  cam  footage in

Houston.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:  Large-

scale  urban  protests.  Mitigations:  Full

transparency  and  DOJ  oversight  of  the

investigations.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcript  lacks  detail  on  civilian

casualties inside Iran following U.S. strikes

on  dual-use  infrastructure  like  railway

bridges and power plants.

Missing context on how China is reacting to

the interruption of its 10 million barrels per

day of Iranian oil supply.

Lack  of  clarity  on  why  air  raid  sirens in

Jordan were triggered; specifically, whether

these were intentional attacks on Jordanian

soil or overflights toward Israel.

No verification of the Secret Service claims

regarding  the  specific  technical  security

flaws of the Qatari jet.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Stalling  Tactic"  Hypothesis: The

Iranian  MOU  and  the  subsequent  "slow

walking"  of  talks  were  not

misinterpretations, but a deliberate Iranian

strategic  delay to  allow  the  Supreme

Leader’s  funeral  to  proceed  undisturbed

and for munitions to be repositioned for a

long-term blockade.

The "Aesthetic Distraction" Hypothesis:

President  Trump’s  public  obsession  with

North  Portico  stone  samples and  maple

trees  is  a  deliberate  psychological

operations (psy-op)  to  signal  to  the world

that  he  is  unbothered  by  a  major  war,

intended  to  project  a  posture  of

overwhelming dominance.

Black  Swan  Event: The  Alpha  Gal

Syndrome (red meat allergy from ticks) or

the  Michigan  parasitic  outbreak  causes  a

sudden, structural collapse in the U.S. food

service economy, coinciding with high gas

prices  to  trigger  a  second  Great

Depression.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Transition  from  "Titan  for  Tat"

strikes to a defensive perimeter strategy to

protect  commercial  shipping  while

reducing infrastructure attacks.

Economic: Implement  an  immediate

suspension of oil waivers for all adversarial

regimes to prioritize domestic supply over

global leverage.

Diplomatic: Re-engage  technical  experts

in  the  Iran  file to  replace  the  Kushner/

Witkoff  "amateur"  framework  with  a

verified compliance model.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain: Prepare for structural long-

term interruption in shipping through the

Strait  of  Hormuz;  diversify  sourcing away

from Middle Eastern ports.

Regulatory  Compliance: Monitor

antitrust  litigation trends  among  State

Attorneys  General,  who  are  increasingly

challenging federal-level merger approvals.

Safety Standards: Corporate aviation and

logistics  firms  must  re-evaluate  threat

Postures for  any  personnel  or  assets

operating  in  the  "Golden  Crescent"

corridor.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Congressional  activity  is  high  as  members

seek  to  curb  executive  war  powers  and

address  domestic  affordability.  The  Save

America  Act  remains  a  major  point  of  town

hall tension, while a significant housing bill is

moving forward without fanfare.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Housing  Affordability  Bill: Major

legislation  set  to  become  law to  address

national housing costs; Trump has canceled

the signing due to lack of support for other

bills.

Save America Act: Republican-backed bill

to restrict mail-in voting and mandate non-

citizen voter  purging;  facing intense local

opposition in Nebraska.

War  Powers  Resolution: Proposed  by

Representative Gabe Amo (D-RI) to require

political  resolution rather  than  "dropping

bombs" indefinitely.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Epstein  Investigation: Congressional

probe into allegations that Lesley Groff lied

to the Oversight Committee regarding her

knowledge of minor victims.

Hearn  Arraignment: Court  appearance

for David Hearn, charged with a felony for

damaging the Lincoln Memorial  reflecting

pool blue liner.

Robinson  Preliminary  Hearing: Multi-

day hearing in Utah to determine if  Tyler

Robinson will stand trial for the murder of

podcaster Charlie Kirk.

KEY STORIES

The  Collapse  of  the  Iran  Ceasefire:

Following  U.S.  strikes  on  90  targets,

President Trump declared the truce "all but

over" during  his  flight  from  Turkey.  Iran

responded  with  missile  strikes  on  U.S.

bases  in  Kuwait  and  Bahrain,  signaling  a

return to open kinetic warfare.

The  Resignation  of  Graham  Platner:

The  Maine  Democratic  Senate  nominee

suspended his  campaign via video after  a

former partner, Jenny Racicot, accused him

of  rape.  Platner  blamed  the  "Democratic

establishment" for  sabotaging his  populist

movement.

The  Air  Force  One  Safety  Crisis:

President  Trump  was  forced  to  switch

planes mid-trip  after  Secret  Service

identified  security  vulnerabilities  in  the

$400  million  jet  gifted  by  Qatar.  The

President  downplayed  the  move  as  a

chance for  "service members to tour"  the

plane.

The Death of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo: A

52-year-old immigrant was shot and killed

by  an  ICE  agent  in  Houston.  ICE  claims

self-defense,  but  the victim's  son says his

father  was  in  fear  for  his  life  from

unmarked  vehicles  and  had  no  criminal

history.

Ukraine's Patriot Missile License: In  a

major NATO development,  Trump granted

Ukraine  a  license  to  manufacture  Patriot

missile  interceptors locally,  an  effort  long

sought by President Zelensky.

The  Hospitalization  of  Mitch

McConnell: The  84-year-old  Senate

Minority  Leader  remains  hospitalized  for

his  fourth  consecutive  week;  his  office

refuses  to  disclose  the  medical  reason,

citing privacy.
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Reflecting Pool Vandalism Case: Former

Olympic canoeist David Hearn pleaded not

guilty to  a  felony  for  damaging  the

reflecting  pool  liner;  Hearn’s  supporters

claim  he  is  a  "scapegoat"  for  the

President’s failed $14 million beautification

project.

The  Epstein  Assistant  Allegations: Six

survivors  went  on  the  record to  accuse

Jeffrey Epstein's longtime assistant, Lesley

Groff,  of  lying  to  Congress  about  never

meeting the girls or paying them cash.

Western  U.S.  Heat  Wave: A  dangerous

heat dome is settling over the West Coast

and Northern Tier, with Montana expecting

record highs above 100 degrees.

The  Paramount  Antitrust  Suit: State

Attorneys General, led by California’s Rob

Bonta,  are  preparing  to  file  a  lawsuit to

block  Paramount's  acquisition  of  Warner

Bros. Discovery on competition grounds.

The  Michigan  Parasitic  Outbreak:

Nearly  1,000 cases  of  cyclosporiasis have

been  reported  in  Michigan,  linked  to

contaminated  produce  and  Mexican-style

restaurants.

The  Death  of  Wally  Funk: The

trailblazing  aviator  and  oldest  woman  to

travel to space died at 87.

The  Tyler  Robinson  Hearing: A  Utah

judge  allowed  the  public  to  hear  a  20-

minute  video of  Robinson’s  roommate,

which prosecutors call a "confession" to the

murder of activist Charlie Kirk.

The  Florida  Anti-Woke  Ruling: An

appeals  court  ruled  against Governor

DeSantis’ Stop Woke Act, stating it cannot

apply  to  college  professors'  teaching

content.

The  World  Cup  Quarterfinals: France

takes  on  Morocco  in  a  highly  anticipated

rematch;  meanwhile,  U.S.  star  Christian

Pulisic  was  confirmed  to  have  a  micro-

fractured leg.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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