JULY 9,

T H E G D

CTvV

E L T

2026

TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

P R OJ E C T

TAIWAN'S CONVERGENT CRISIS:

ENVIRONMENTAL PERIL, SYSTEMIC FOOD SAFETY FAILURES,
& HEIGHTENED GEOPOLITICAL FRAGILITY

JULY 9, 2026: A DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

IMMINENT TYPHOON
BAWEI/GAEMI THREAT

(CARCINOGENIC
<ol

WIDENING ‘DIG-CARCINOGEN’
FOOD SCANDAL

US-IRAN MILITARY ESCALATION
& GEOPOLITICAL UNCERTAINTY

PUBLIC SENTIMENT: VOLATILE, EROSION OF REGULATORY TRUST, ACCUSATIONS OF ‘DOUBLE STANDARDS' &
INCOMPETENCE. GOVERNMENT LEVERAGES FOREIGN POLICY NARRATIVES AMIDST DOMESTIC INSTABILITY.
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RISK: CATASTROPHIC GRID
FAILURE & SUPPLY CHAIN RUPTURE
(HIGH LIKELIHOOD)

HARBOR
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SYSTEMIC FAILURES &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

FOOD SAFETY FAILURE:
2,600+ TONS CONTAMINATED
‘DIG-CARCINOGEN’ OIL CIRCULATED

© MOHW TRACKING INABILITY

© PUBLIC OUTRAGE & LOSS OF
FAITH IN STATE PROTECTION
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CIVIL UNREST & SOCIAL ORDER:
POLICE MISCONDUCT ALLEGATIONS
(ELDERLY ASSAULT, DELIVERY
WORKER BEATING)

* PERCEPTION OF ‘POLICE STATE'
MENTALITY
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REFLECTS SOCIETAL DECAY
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| REGULATORY TRUST
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& EXTERNAL DYNAMICS
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© US-IRAN ESCALATION: 111
MISSILES LAUNCHED AT US BASES

© GLOBAL OIL PRICE SURGE
(BRENT CRUDE +5.2% TO $78.02)

© FEAR OF ABANDONMENT BY ALLIES

© TRUMP'S SHIFTING STANCE &
NATO UNCERTAINTY

© JAPAN'S DEFENSE SKEPTICISM
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STRATEGIC RESPONSE: TECH
SOVEREIGNTY AS DEFENSIVE SHIELD
(ANXIOUS HEDGING)

TREND: GEOPOLITICAL HEDGING
IN A MULTIPOLAR WORLD

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, THEMES, & ECONOMIC IMPACT

INTERNAL DYNAMICS

INTENSE PARTISAN POLARIZATION

DPP CRITICIZED FOR USING
‘CHINA THREAT' AS SHIELD

ELITE INFIGHTING & COGNITIVE
WARFARE ACCUSATIONS

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
INFLATIONARY PRESSURES
fﬂ{ﬂ (OIL >$90/BARREL PREDICTED)
H TRADE DISRUPTIONS DUE TO
TYPHOON

CORPORATE RECALLS
(440+ ITEMS)

TECH SECTOR REMAINS
BRIGHT SPOT (Al DEMAND)

INFORMATION WARFARE

NARRATIVE SEEDING &
‘COGNITIVE WARFARE'
WEAPONIZATION

MEDIA SPIN VS. REALITY OF
UNTRACEABLE CONTAMINANTS

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & KEY RISKS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):

SEVERE ECONOMIC DISRUPTION,
POTENTIAL PROTESTS, ARRESTS

RISK: INFRASTRUCTURE
COLLAPSE (HIGH)

MEDIUM TERM ‘}1 -6 MONTHS):
MOHW OVERHAUL,
TECH SOVEREIGNTY LAW,
US-TAIWAN FRICTION

RISK: SYSTEMIC PUBLIC
HEALTH CRISIS (HIGH)

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
DECENTRALIZED POWER GRID,
POTENTIAL ‘TECH-NATO' BLOC

RISK: GEOPOLITICAL
MISCALCULATION
) (MODERATE)

IMPLICATIONS: REFORM FOOD SAFETY OVERSIGHT, ENHANCE DISASTER RESILIENCE,
DIVERSIFY SECURITY ALLIANCES & IT INFRASTRUCTURE.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

CIV

JULY 9, 2026

TAIWAN GRAPPLES WITH A
CONVERGENT CRISIS OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PERIL, SYSTEMIC
FOOD SAFETY FAILURES, AND
HEIGHTENED GEOPOLITICAL
FRAGILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On July 9, 2026, the domestic landscape in
Taiwan was defined by three converging
crises: the imminent threat of a severe
typhoon, a widening public health scandal
involving carcinogenic food products, and a
gruesome multi-generational homicide in
Sanchong. Public sentiment is increasingly
volatile, characterized by a profound loss of
trust in government regulatory agencies and
law enforcement. The administration faces
accusations of "double standards" and
incompetence, particularly as it attempts to
leverage foreign policy narratives to distract
from mounting internal instability. Skepticism
toward the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) is palpable in reporting on the
"poisonous oil" scandal, where over 2,600 tons
of contaminated products have permeated the
market, exposing deep flaws in the national
food safety network.

Geopolitically, the broadcasting tone is one of
anxious hedging. While official rhetoric
emphasizes "tech sovereignty" through the
development of the Intel 18A process and the
centrality of TSMC to the global Al ecosystem,
there is an underlying fear of abandonment.
Tensions between the US and Iran have
escalated to direct military strikes, and the
shifting stance of former President Trump
toward NATO and European allies has created
a vacuum of strategic certainty for Taiwan.
The intersection of extreme
specifically Typhoon Bawei—and these
geopolitical stressors highlights the
vulnerability of Taiwan’s critical infrastructure
and its reliance on external support that
appears increasingly conditional and unstable.

weather—

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Systemic Food Safety Failure: A massive
scandal involving "carcinogenic  oil"
(referred to as "dig-carcinogen") has seen
over 2,600 tons of contaminated products
circulated by the Zhonglian company,
leading to public outrage over the inability
of the Ministry of Health and Welfare to
track processed goods.

* Typhoon Bawei/Gaemi Threat: Taiwan is
under a high-alert status for a typhoon with
90% wind probability across ten counties,
with major evacuations and harbor closures
already in effect.

e US-Iran Escalation: Iranian forces
launched 111 missiles at US bases in the
Middle East, sparking international oil
price surges and fears of a broader
regional conflict.
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* Sanchong Homicide Tragedy: A horrific
case involving the murder of three
generations has shocked the nation, with
the suspect arrested after a manhunt,
fueling discussions on societal decay and
mental health.

* Tech Sovereignty Initiatives: Reports
emphasize the Intel 18A process and
TSMC's role in the Al era as the primary
defensive shield for Taiwan’s global
standing.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The day
was marked by high-intensity conflict
reporting, particularly the Iranian strikes on
US bases in Iraq and Kuwait. This external
conflict is viewed as a precursor to global
instability that could impact the Taiwan Strait.
Domestically, there is a push for increased
ron rocuremen and military
modernization to counter regional threats,
though critics argue this comes at the
expense of basic social security.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: Tensions
between the public and the police have
reached a boiling point. Reports of police
misconduct, including the assault of an elderly
woman during a traffic stop and the beating of
a delivery worker, have ignited accusations of
a "police state" mentality. Public anger is
further exacerbated by the perception that
the government is using political ideology to

deflect from administrative failures.

Climate & Extreme Weather: The looming
typhoon is treated as a major existential
threat to infrastructure. The Central Weather
Bureau issued maritime and land warnings,
with storm surges already reaching 6 meters
on the eastern coast. The government’s crisis

management is being tested as evacuations of
remote islands are prioritized.

Tech Sovereignty & Al: There is a strategic
focus on ensuring that Taiwan remains the
global hub for AI development. The Intel 18A
process is framed as critical to maintaining a
technological edge, though the potential
weakening of Taiwan's semiconductor
advantage remains a persistent anxiety among
analysts.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of Regulatory Trust: The
dominant domestic theme is the erosion of
faith in the state's protective functions.
Whether it is the Ministry of Health's failure
to catch carcinogenic oil or the police force's
perceived brutality, the narrative suggests a
government that has lost its mandate to
protect the "common person." This is often
contrasted with the government's focus on

high-level political maneuvering and cross-
strait ideology.

Geopolitical Hedging in a Multipolar
World: The transcripts reflect a deep-seated
fear that Taiwan is a pawn in larger struggles.
The US-Iran conflict is analyzed for its impact
on global supply chains and energy prices,
while the shifting US political landscape—
specifically the erratic nature of Trump's
foreign policy—is viewed as a risk to Taiwan’s

security guarantees. There is a clear move
toward emphasizing ‘self-defense" through
technology rather than relying solely on
alliances.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Taiwan is experiencing a period of intense
partisan polarization and societal stress. The
DPP government is being harshly criticized for
using the "China threat" as a political shield
to hide domestic shortcomings. The
"Zhonglian oil scandal" has become a rallying
point for the opposition, who claim the
government is more interested in suppressing
descent than ensuring food safety. Elite
infighting is evident in the attacks on figures
like Shen Pao-yang, who are portrayed by
critics as being out of touch with daily
economic realities. Furthermore, the
Sanchong murder case has become a symbol
of a broader breakdown in social cohesion and
mental health support systems, creating a
sense of pervasive domestic insecurity.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The world is framed as a "hostile threat
matrix" where Taiwan must navigate between
aggressive authoritarian blocs and an
increasingly isolationist West. The Japan-
Taiwan military relationship is scrutinized,
with skeptical analysts questioning whether
Japan would actually intervene in a conflict.
The portrayal of the US role is conflicted:
while the US remains the ultimate security
guarantor, its preoccupation with the Middle
East and internal political divisions are seen
as reducing its capacity to influence the Indo-
Pacific. Taiwan is attempting to adapt by
positioning itself as indispensable to the Al
supply chain, effectively weaponizing its
economic statecraft to secure international
interest.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is characterized
by inflationary pressures driven by regional
conflict and domestic supply shocks. Energy
prices are a primary concern following the
Middle East escalations, with experts
redictin il will break r rrel.
Locally, the agricultural sector is bracing for
the impact of the typhoon, with rapid harvests
of crops like scallions and leafy greens
occurring before landfall. The tech sector
remains the sole bright spot, buoyed by strong
Al demand.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Commodities: Brent crude oil prices rose
5.2% to $78.02, with fears of inflation
following Iranian missile attacks.

* Trade Disruptions: Maritime warnings for
the typhoon have disrupted shipping routes
in the Taiwan Strait and surrounding areas.

* Corporate Recalls: Over 440 items have
been pulled from shelves in the oil safety
scandal, impacting bakeries and
supermarket chains.

e Tech Markets: Continued investment in

Intel 18A and AI supply chains despite
global volatility.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts suggest a government under
siege, with calls for resignations across
several departments due to the food safety
Ccrisis.

* PAT GELSINGER/INTEL LEADERSHIP:
Framed as returning to "glory" through the

Intel 18A process, though facing scrutiny

over the future of the Taiwan-US tech
partnership.
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* SHEN PAO-YANG ({a:#): Increasingly
targeted by opposition media, portrayed as
a "political chameleon" whose focus on
"cognitive warfare" is a distraction from

domestic governance.

* CHANG LI-SHAN (3&E#£): The Yunlin
County Magistrate is portrayed as actively
managing the oil recall, contrasting her

local initiative against the central
government's perceived lethargy.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The news cycle was dominated by fear-
inducing and urgent narratives. The Lead
Typhoon Bawei/Gaemi
threat and the Zhonglian o0il scandal, both
framed as failures of state protection. The
Sanchong homicide was given sensationalist
coverage, emphasizing societal decay. Buried
Stories included nuanced discussions on
global trade agreements or long-term climate
policy, which were overshadowed by the
immediate storm threat. The emotional tone
was highly critical and anxious, with a clear
editorial slant questioning the DPP
administration's competency. A conspicuous
omission was any detailed defense from the
central health authorities regarding the oil
scandal, leaving the narrative entirely to the
critics.

Stories were the

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The international system is portrayed as a
fracturing multipolar arena where traditional
alliances are weakening.

e USA: Portrayed as distracted and
vulnerable to Middle Eastern conflict.
Trump is framed as erratic, changing his
tone from aggression to "unity" within
hours at the NATO summit without
explanation.

* CHINA: Portrayed as a constant but subtle
threat, using "cross-border suppression"

and cognitive warfare to undermine
Taiwan's domestic stability.
e IRAN: Portrayed as a destabilizing

aggressor, capable of causing global
economic shocks through missile warfare.

* JAPAN: Portrayed as a reluctant ally, with
experts suggesting that Japanese military
intervention in Taiwan is '"near zero"
despite political rhetoric.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The government is
accused of "seeding narratives" about the
China threat to distract from the
carcinogenic oil scandal.

* Cognitive Warfare: Heavy emphasis on
the term '"cognitive warfare" (ER&I{EEL),
with critics arguing that the DPP is
weaponizing the term to silence domestic

dissent.

* Media Spin: There is a clear delta
between the government's claims of "food

safety control" and the reality on the
ground where thousands of tons of

contaminated oil remain untraceable.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Political Realignment: The convergence
of the oil scandal and police misconduct
cases will likely lead to significant losses
for the DPP in upcoming local elections as
public trust bottoms out.

* Supply Chain Shock: A direct hit from the
typhoon, combined with the oil recall, will

create a short-term fi ri risis in
urban centers.

* Tech-Defense Integration: Taiwan will
accelerate its '"tech-as-defense" posture,
seeking more formal technology alliances
with the US to offset military uncertainty.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Severe economic
disruption from Typhoon Bawei/Gaemi
landfall; potential for large-scale street
protests regarding food safety; arrest of high-
level food corporate executives.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Overhaul of
the Ministry of Health and Welfare's tracking
systems; tightening of semiconductor export
controls as part of a new "tech sovereignty"
law; increased friction in the US-Taiwan
security partnership depending on US
election outcomes.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural shift in
Taiwan’s energy grid toward decentralized
power to mitigate typhoon risks; potential
formalization of a "Tech-NATO" bloc centered
around semiconductor manufacturing.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Infrastructure Collapse: Typhoon Bawei/
Gaemi could cause catastrophic failure of
the energy grid in Northern Taiwan.
Triggers: Landfall at 12-level winds.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Critical.
Mitigations: Emergency grid hardening and
rapid response deployments.

* Systemic Public Health Crisis:
Undetected carcinogenic contaminants in
the food supply leading to long-term health
impacts. Triggers: Continued failure to
track processed oils. Likelihood: High.
Impact: High. Mitigations: Immediate
implementation of blockchain-based supply
chain tracking.

Social Volatility/Civil Unrest: Escalating
public anger over police brutality and
government corruption. Triggers: Another
high-profile police misconduct event.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Independent police oversight
reform.

* Geopolitical Miscalculation: Escalation
in the Middle East dragging the US into a
regional war, leaving a security vacuum in
the Taiwan Strait. Triggers: Direct Iranian-
US combat. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Extreme. Mitigations: Diversifying security
alliances.

Supply Chain Rupture: Semiconductor
manufacturing disruption due to extreme
weather or political blockade. Triggers:
Typhoon damage to TSMC facilities.
Likelihood: Low but increasing. Impact:
Global/Extreme. Mitigations: Geographic
diversification of critical facilities.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS
* The transcripts fail to provide a technical
explanation for the 18A  process For Statecraft/Public Sector:
breakthrough, relying on corporate
buzzwords. * Immediately reform food safety oversight to
* There is a lack of independent verification ;ECIUdE lm;ndatory traceability for all

for the Iranian missile casualty counts
provided by state-run sources. * Enhance disaster resilience for coastal

infrastruct head of the typh .
* The long-term health risks of the "dig- tirastructure ahead of The typhoon season

carcinogen" oil are not detailed by medical * Formulate a contingency plan for a
experts in the reports. potential US strategic pivot toward the

. . Middle East.
* The economic impact on small

businesses (bakeries, street vendors) due
to the oil recall is largely ignored in favor

For Private Sector/Investors:

of macro-narratives. * Audit all food supply chains for
carcinogenic contaminants immediately.
CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE * Prepare for energy price volatility by
SCENARIOS hedging oil and gas futures.
* Diversify IT infrastructure to regions less
* Strategic Diversion: The government’s affected by seasonal typhoons.

emphasis on the typhoon threat may be a

deliherate exaggeration to  justify LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

emergency powers and distract from the oil
safety scandal.

Legislation discussed focused on national

* Tech-Defense Myth: The "silicon shield" security, tech sovereignty, and public health
may be failing; the push for Intel 18A in the oversight. Pat Gelsinger's visits and NATO
US could be a prelude to divesting from summit outcomes dominated the policy
Taiwan’s physical security. discussion.

* Black Swan: A typhoon-induced blackout
during a period of high cross-strait tension
leads to a geopolitical
miscommunication and accidental
military engagement.

* TECH SOVEREIGNTY ACT
(PROPOSED): A proposal to further
integrate Intel and TSMC operations to
secure Taiwan's status.

* FOOD SAFETY OVERSIGHT REFORM:
Proposed legislation to increase penalties
for corporate negligence in the food supply
chain.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

CENTRAL WEATHER BUREAU
PRESSER: Urgent briefing on Typhoon
Bawei/Gaemi landfall projections.

MOHW CRISIS MEETING: A contentious
session regarding the Zhonglian oil recall
and tracking failures.

KEY STORIES

Typhoon Bawei/Gaemi Landfall
Warning: Ten counties are on high alert as
a major storm approaches northern Taiwan.

Carcinogenic Oil Scandal: Over 2,600
tons of contaminated oil products have
been recalled from the market.

US-Iran Missile Exchange: Iran launched
111 missiles at US bases; US carrier
groups are reportedly repositioning.

Sanchong Triple Homicide: A suspect
was arrested in Taichung for the murder of
his wife and her family.

Intel 18A Process Development: Reports
highlight the successful trial of Intel’s
latest manufacturing process.

Police Misconduct Protests: Public anger

rises after video emerges of police beating
a delivery worker.

NATO Summit Shakeup: Trump’s
changing stance on alliance unity causes

concern among European and Asian allies.

Oil Price Surge: Brent crude hits $78.02
following Middle East escalation.

Green Island Evacuation: Maritime
transport suspended as storm surges hit
outer islands.

TSMC AI Ecosystem Role: Analysis of

Taiwan’s strategic importance in the global
Al era.

* Cross-Strait Cognitive Warfare: Reports
of narrative seeding by external actors to
destabilize Taiwan.

* South Korean Harming Scandal:
Reports of animal abuse at a pet hotel
sparking legal debates.

* Elderly Woman Traffic Assault: An
investigation launched into police use of
force against a 78-year-old woman.

* Taiwan-Japan  Security Skepticism:
Analysts argue n' fen f Taiwan is
unlikely in a hot war scenario.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
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otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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