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GLOBAL STABILITY FRACTURES AS

THE MIDDLE EAST ENTERS A POST-

KHAMENEI ERA WHILE GERMANY

UNDERGOES A RADICAL MILITARY

AND FISCAL TRANSFORMATION

AMIDST A DEEPENING EUROPEAN

INDUSTRIAL CRISIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  international  order  faced  simultaneous

shocks on July 9, 2026, characterized by high-

stakes military escalations in the Persian Gulf

and  a  structural  upheaval  of  the  German

economic  model.  The  reported  assassination

of  Iranian Supreme Leader Ali  Khamenei  by

U.S. forces has triggered a massive regional

conflagration, with the U.S. conducting nearly

100  strikes against  Iranian  infrastructure

while Tehran attempts to enforce a blockade

of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.  This  geopolitical

volatility  is  occurring  alongside  a  historic

pivot in German statecraft; the government of

Chancellor  Friedrich  Merz  has  abandoned

decades of fiscal discipline to fund a massive

rearmament  program,  including  the

deployment  of  Tomahawk missiles  on

German soil,  as the nation’s industrial pillar,

Volkswagen,  prepares  to  shutter  factories

and terminate 100,000 workers.

In  Lithuania,  the  domestic  landscape  is

dominated by a crisis of institutional integrity

and  legal  warfare.  The  conviction  of  Social

Democratic  Mayor  Povilas  Isoda for  fraud

and  the  controversial  attempt  by  MP

Ruslanas  Baranovas to  secure  a  new

parliamentary  seat  have  ignited  a

constitutional  debate  over  political  "fraud

against the voters." Simultaneously, the nation

is  grappling  with  the  cultural  loss  of  poet

Aidas Marčėnas,  whose death is framed as

the end of an era of poetic moral clarity. These

domestic  tensions  are  exacerbated  by  the

discovery  of  hybrid  warfare tactics,  where

foreign  actors  are  utilizing  Telegram to

recruit  local  saboteurs  for  attacks  on

European  infrastructure,  signaling  a

dangerous  decentralization  of  asymmetric

threats.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Post-Khamenei Iranian Crisis

The  U.S.  conducted  a  wave  of  90-100

strikes inside Iran following the death of Ali

Khamenei,  specifically  targeting  airports

and missile launch sites.

Tehran  is  attempting  to  weaponize  the

Strait  of  Hormuz,  threatening  a  blockade

that  could disrupt  one-fifth of  the world's

oil and gas supply.

Donald  Trump  has  signaled  a  policy  of

disproportionate retaliation, stating that

U.S.  responses  will  be  20  times  stronger

than any Iranian provocation.
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German  Industrial  and  Fiscal  Paradigm

Shift

Chancellor  Friedrich  Merz  has  officially

abandoned  Germany's  "debt  brake"  to

borrow  hundreds  of  billions  for  defense

spending and  long-range  missile

acquisition.

Volkswagen announced plans to close four

factories in  Germany,  a  move  analysts

suggest signals the "hollowing out" of the

European  auto  sector  by  Chinese

competition.

Germany  has  become  a  net  importer  of

advanced machinery from China for  the

first  time in  decades,  marking  a  terminal

decline in its export-led growth model.

Lithuanian  Constitutional  and  Legal

Crisis

MP  Ruslanas  Baranovas's  bid  for  a  new

seat  while  currently  serving is  labeled an

"insult  to  voters" by  legal  experts  like

Egidijus  Kūris,  potentially  sparking  a

constitutional challenge.

The removal of Marijampolė Mayor Povilas

Isoda  following  a  fraud  conviction has

weakened the Social  Democratic  mandate

ahead of upcoming elections.

Intelligence services warned of Telegram-

based recruitment where  Russian-linked

accounts  offer  payments  for  arson  and

sabotage against  Ukrainian  support  funds

in the Baltics.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Ukraine has secured a landmark license to

produce  Patriot  missile  interceptors

domestically,  though  experts  warn  full

production  capacity  may  take  years  to

realize.

NATO  is  reportedly  developing  rapid

response  protocols for  drone  incursions

into Baltic airspace, as Lithuania remains a

frontline state for Russian provocations.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The  Friedrich  Merz  administration  in

Germany represents a sharp break from the

Scholz-Merkel  era,  prioritizing  military

deterrence  and  aggressive  economic

restructuring over social cohesion.

Lithuania's  Ruslanas  Baranovas

controversy  highlights  a  "legal  but

unethical"  loophole  in  the  election  code

that may require urgent legislative reform.

Climate & Extreme Weather

Europe  is  warming  twice  as  fast as  the

global  average,  with  heatwaves  causing

5,000  excess  deaths in  France,  Belgium,

and Spain in late June.

Trade unions are demanding new EU-wide

labor  protections,  including  mandatory

work  stoppages  when  wet-bulb

temperatures  exceed  30-32  degrees

Celsius.

Critical Infrastructure Security

The security of the Hormuz Strait is now a

global  economic flashpoint;  a  prolonged

blockade would likely trigger a catastrophic

spike in global energy prices.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  End  of  European  Industrial

Hegemony

The  crisis  at  Volkswagen is  framed  not

merely  as  a  corporate  failure,  but  as  a

systemic  collapse  of  the  European

manufacturing base. The transition to electric

vehicles  has  allowed  China to  leapfrog

German engineering, turning Germany into a

net importer of technology it once pioneered.

This  "hollowing  out"  is  driving  a  desperate

pivot  toward  the  defense  industry as  a

replacement  for  civilian  manufacturing,  as

seen  in  the  Merz  government's  new  fiscal

priorities.

The  Weaponization  of  Hyper-Local

Information

A burgeoning trend in information warfare

involves  the  use  of  encrypted platforms like

Telegram  to  bypass  state  surveillance  and

recruit decentralized actors for sabotage. This

represents  a  shift  from  state-on-state

information operations to a "gig economy" of

terrorism,  where  Russian  intelligence

provides  visual  confirmation-based  payments

for  acts  of  arson  against  civil  society

organizations supporting Ukraine.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Lithuania

Institutional  decay  is  evident  in  the

"Baranovas  Kuriozas," where  a  sitting

MP's attempt to run for a different seat is

viewed as a betrayal of the public trust.

The Social Democratic party faces a crisis

of  mandate  after  the  conviction  of  Mayor

Povilas  Isoda for  document  forgery  and

fraud,  leading  to  three-year  bans from

public service.

Germany

The Volkswagen layoffs threaten to shatter

the  post-war  German social  contract.  The

prospect of closing domestic plants for the

first time in history is likely to fuel social

unrest and political polarization.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Strategic Maneuverability

The  "outside  world"  is  portrayed  as  an

increasingly hostile threat matrix. Lithuania

is adapting by deepening its integration into

NATO’s integrated air defense and seeking

to become a regional hub for rapid response

forces.  However,  the  state’s  maneuverability

is  constrained  by  its  reliance  on  German

industrial stability, which is currently failing.

Weaponized Diplomacy

The  Merz  government  in  Germany  is

projecting  power  through  strategic

rearmament,  effectively  ending  the  era  of

pacifist-leaning  diplomacy.  Similarly,  Donald

Trump’s  administration  is  using  economic

statecraft and  military  strikes  as  blunt

instruments  to  force  Iranian  capitulation,

signaling a return to high-risk brinkmanship.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is characterized by extreme

anxiety regarding the energy sector and the

viability of European heavy industry. While oil

prices  saw  a  slight  decrease on  July  9,  the
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overarching  threat  of  a  Hormuz  blockade

keeps risk premiums high. The emergence of

Oxylaps as  a  Lithuanian  unicorn valued  at

$3.6 billion provides a rare bright spot  in a

domestic  economy  otherwise  overshadowed

by industrial contraction.

Energy Flashpoint: Iran threatens to tax

or  block  the  20%  of  global  oil passing

through Hormuz.

Industrial  Contraction: VW  planning  to

eliminate  100,000  jobs to  compete  with

Chinese EV pricing.

Unicorn Status: Oxylaps receives a $130

million  investment  from  Warburg  Pincus,

reaching a $3.6 billion valuation.

Sanctions  Impact: Belarus  benzine  and

diesel  exports  to  Russia  reached  270,000

tons in June to cover shortages caused by

Ukrainian strikes on refineries.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  shift  toward  right-wing  and

technocratic  leadership in  Europe  is

accelerating as traditional coalitions fracture

under economic pressure.

Friedrich  Merz: The  German  Chancellor

has  consolidated  power  by  abandoning

fiscal discipline, signaling a move toward a

wartime economy footing.

Ruslanas  Baranovas: A  winner  in  the

short term for securing party backing, but

a loser in public credibility as legal experts

challenge his candidacy.

Povilas Isoda: The major loser of the day;

his  criminal  conviction removes  him from

political life for at least three years.

Kęstutis Budrys: Faces immense pressure

as  the  proposed  Foreign  Minister to

normalize  relations  with  China  without

alienating Western allies.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

LRT’s  editorial  hierarchy  emphasizes

national mourning and internal integrity.

The lead story across several segments is the

death  of  Aidas Marčėnas,  treated with  the

gravity  of  a  national  spiritual  loss.  This  is

followed  by  the  Baranovas/Isoda scandals,

suggesting  a  preoccupation  with  domestic

political ethics. Global events like the U.S.-

Iran strikes and the Volkswagen crisis are

treated  as  "External  Shocks"  that  threaten

Lithuania’s  tenuous  stability.  The  broadcast

maintains a skeptical and analytical tone,

particularly  regarding  German  industrial

policy. Conspicuous Omissions include any

detailed  reporting  on  the  internal  social

conditions  within  Iran  following  Khamenei’s

death,  focusing  instead  on  the  logistical

threat to Hormuz.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is portrayed as a multipolar

battleground where traditional alliances are

under extreme strain.

Iran: Framed as a chaotic and desperate

actor following Khamenei's death, utilizing

"proxies"  to  maintain  relevance  while

suffering  massive  internal  damage from

U.S. strikes.

Germany: Portrayed  as  vulnerable  but

decisive. The Merz government is seen as

taking extreme measures to  prevent  total

industrial collapse.
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United States (Trump): Characterized as

aggressive  and  transactional,  viewing

global security through a lens of "winning"

military  exchanges rather  than  long-term

stability.

China: Framed as an economic predator,

systematically replacing European industry

and  forcing  states  like  Lithuania  to

"normalize" relations on Beijing’s terms.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Telegram Hybrid Warfare: The "Yan Paul"

account and others represent a new front

in  Russian  psychological  operations,

turning  petty  criminals  into  saboteurs for

hire.

Domestic  Narrative  Seeding: The

Lithuanian  Social  Democrats  are

attempting  to  frame  Baranovas's

candidacy as a "strategic necessity," while

legal experts frame it as "voter deception."

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The Strait of Hormuz Blockade: If Iran

successfully  closes  the  Strait  for  even  a

week,  global  oil  prices  will  likely  breach

$150/barrel, triggering a global recession

and potential fuel rationing in the Baltics.

German Social Fracture: The VW layoffs

could  lead  to  the  rise  of  extremist

political factions in Germany’s industrial

heartlands,  further  destabilizing  the  EU’s

core.

Lithuanian  Election  Reform: The

Baranovas  case  will  likely  force  a

Constitutional  Court  ruling that  will

fundamentally  redefine  MP  obligations  to

their constituencies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

cyber-attacks and  hybrid  sabotage  across

the Baltics as Russia capitalizes on the Middle

East  distraction.  The  Isoda  conviction will

likely  lead  to  early  mayoral  elections  and  a

significant polling shift.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Germany’s

rearmament will begin to alter NATO’s force

posture in  Eastern Europe,  with  Tomahawk

batteries  potentially  deployed  to  Lithuania.

The Ukraine-Patriot production deal will enter

the  supply  chain  bottleneck phase,

tempering initial optimism.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): If  the  VW  crisis

continues,  Germany  may  transition  into  a

permanent  defense-based  economy,

ending its role as the EU’s "economic engine"

and  forcing  a  radical  reimagining  of  the

European Union’s fiscal treaties.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current convergence of energy insecurity

and industrial decline represents a systemic

risk to Baltic sovereignty.

Risk  1:  Global  Energy  Price  Shock.

Triggers:  Iranian  blockade  of  Hormuz.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Catastrophic

inflation  and  loss  of  industrial

competitiveness  in  the  EU.  Mitigations:

Accelerated  deployment  of  strategic

reserves and green energy integration.

Risk  2:  Failure  of  the  German  Auto

Sector. Triggers:  Sustained  Chinese  EV

market dominance.  Likelihood:  Very High.

Impact:  Structural  unemployment  and

100,000+  job  losses.  Mitigations:

Emergency EU subsidies and protectionist

tariffs against China.
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Risk 3: Decentralized Hybrid Sabotage.

Triggers:  Successful  Telegram-led  arson

attacks.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Erosion

of public safety and deterioration of trust in

state  security.  Mitigations:  Aggressive

monitoring  of  encrypted  platforms  and

public awareness campaigns.

Risk  4:  Constitutional  Crisis  in

Lithuania. Triggers:  VRK  registration  of

Baranovas.  Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:

Political  paralysis  and  delegitimization  of

the  Seimas.  Mitigations:  Immediate  legal

reform to the Election Code.

Risk 5: Escalation of U.S.-Iran Conflict.

Triggers: Accidental strike on U.S. regional

assets. Likelihood: High. Impact: Full-scale

regional  war involving  NATO  partners.

Mitigations:  Urgent  diplomatic  back-

channel  negotiations  via  neutral

intermediaries like Albania or Qatar.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Internal  Iranian  Power  Dynamics: The

transcripts focus on U.S. strikes but fail to

identify the successor to Khamenei, which

is critical for assessing the longevity of the

conflict.

Russian Complicity in Hormuz: There is

a lack of analysis regarding Moscow’s role

in  encouraging  the  Iranian  blockade  to

divert U.S. attention from Ukraine.

Economic  Spillover  from  VW: The

specific  impact  on  Lithuanian  sub-

contractors for the German auto industry

is  mentioned  only  in  passing,  despite  its

likely severity.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Collapse" Hypothesis: The

Merz  government  may  be  intentionally

allowing VW to  fail  to  break  the  power  of

German  unions  and  force  a  transition  to  a

more agile, AI-driven military economy.

The  Iranian  De-escalation  Black  Swan:

The  death  of  Khamenei  could  unexpectedly

trigger a pro-democracy revolution in Iran,

leading  to  a  sudden  collapse  of  the  Islamic

Republic and a regional peace dividend that

catches the U.S. unprepared.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Immediately  augment  anti-

sabotage  patrols around  infrastructure

linked to Ukrainian logistics.

Economic: Diversify  manufacturing

supply  chains away  from German  heavy

industry  toward  the  tech  sectors

exemplified by Oxylaps.

Diplomatic: Use  the  Albanian  concert

controversy as  a  backdoor  to  maintain

communication  with  unconventional

regional actors.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Brace  for  prolonged

shipping delays and energy surcharges if

the Hormuz blockade persists.

Compliance: Update  labor  protocols to

meet  emerging  EU  standards  for  work

during extreme heatwaves.
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Capital Allocation: Shift investments from

traditional automotive into defense-tech

and  cybersecurity,  which  are  becoming

the new engines of EU growth.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  focus  has  pivoted  toward

emergency  economic  and  electoral

integrity  measures,  as  the  government

reacts to multiple systemic shocks.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Lithuanian  Election  Code

Amendment: A  proposal  to  close  the

"Baranovas Loophole" and prevent dual-

candidacy for sitting MPs.

EU  Air  Passenger  Rights  Update:

New  regulations  to  automate

compensation  for  flight  delays and  cap

hidden fees for carry-on luggage.

German  Fiscal  Emergency  Act: The

Merz administration's bill to suspend the

debt brake for military modernization.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

VRK Emergency Meeting: A debate on

whether to register Ruslanas Baranovas

for the Nalšia North constituency.

LRT  Sinoptikas  Briefing: Warning  of

sustained extreme weather events across

Lithuania for the next 72 hours.

KEY STORIES

Death  of  Aidas  Marčėnas: National

mourning for the poet whose work bridged

tradition and modernity.

US-Iran Conflict Escalation: Death of Ali

Khamenei  and  100  retaliatory  strikes

against Iranian targets.

Volkswagen Factory Closures: The loss of

100,000 jobs as Germany’s auto sector fails

to compete with China.

Isoda  Fraud  Conviction: The  Mayor  of

Marijampolė  is  banned  from public  office

following a corruption trial.

Oxylaps Becomes a Unicorn: Lithuanian

tech  firm  reaches  $3.6  billion  valuation

after a major US investment.

Telegram  Sabotage  Recruitment:

Russian intelligence using social  media to

hire arsonists in the Baltic states.

Ukraine-Patriot Deal: Ukraine receives a

production  license for  American  anti-air

systems.

Lithuanian Diaspora in Iceland: Report

on  the  social  integration and  work

conditions  of  Lithuanians  in  the  fish

factories of Iceland.

Archaeology in Vilnius: Display of  royal

regalia  belonging  to  Barbara  Radziwiłł,

discovered in 2024.

Bonnie  Tyler  Passes  Away: The  iconic

singer dies at age 75, leaving a legacy of

raspy-voiced hits.

EU  Heatwave  Regulations: New  labor

laws  proposed  to  protect  workers  during

peak heat.

Albanian PM Kanye West Support: PM

Rama  defends  funding  a  Kanye  West

concert despite global controversy.

Jonas  Valančiūnas  Contract: Denver

Nuggets  decline  to  extend the  Lithuanian

center’s contract.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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