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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 9, 2026, was defined by a critical
convergence of intensifying military violence
in the Palestinian territories and a series of
high-stakes diplomatic and legal maneuvers
across the globe. Domestically, the Palestinian
Authority (PA) attempted to reassert
institutional legitimacy through a presidential
decree scheduling legislative and presidential
elections for late 2026 and early 2027. This
move occurs against a backdrop of severe
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, where the health
system is collapsing under the weight of a
waterpox outbreak affecting nearly 10,000
people, and ongoing Israeli  military
operations that continue to inflict high civilian
casualties  despite  ostensible ceasefire
agreements.

Simultaneously, the geopolitical landscape
shifted as the United States launched massive

airstrikes on 90 targets in southern Iran,

signaling a potential collapse of recent de-

escalation efforts. This regional volatility is
mirrored in the West Bank, where Israel is
pursuing a policy of "de facto" annexation
through unprecedented settlement expansion
and the systematic demolition of Palestinian
infrastructure. In response, a significant
diplomatic front opened in Europe, with
Ireland advancing groundbreaking legislation
to ban products from illegal settlements,
potentially setting a precedent for wider
European Union policy shifts.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Palestinian Election Decree: President
Mahmoud Abbas issued a formal decree
setting November 28, 2026, for legislative
elections, with presidential elections to
follow in the first quarter of 2027, an effort
to consolidate Palestinian governance amid
external pressures.

* US-Iran Military Escalation: The US
military executed a "broad wave" of strikes

against 90 military objectives in Iran,
including missile warehouses and drone
facilities, despite a 11-day-old

memorandum of understanding between
Washington and Tehran.

* Irish Settlement Trade Ban: The Irish
Parliament moved to the fifth stage of
legislation that would criminalize the
import of goods and services from Israeli
settlements, citing compliance with the
2024 IC]J advisory opinion.

* Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza: Health
officials reported 9,800 cases of waterpox
(chickenpox) within two weeks, primarily in
Khan  Younis, driven by
overcrowding and lack of clean water.
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* Settlement Expansion and Annexation:
Reports indicate Israel has seized over
170,000 dunams of West Bank land since
2023, representing a systematic effort to
alter the demographic and legal reality of
the territory.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The
conflict remains the primary driver of regional
instability. Israeli forces continue to breach
ceasefire terms in Gaza, targeting residential
blocks and displacement camps. Meanwhile,
the US strikes in Iran represent a major
militarization of regional tensions,

potentially drawing the region back into a
state of open warfare after a brief period of

fragile diplomacy.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The Palestinian
Authority is aggressively utilizing legal
warfare and international statecraft. The
focus is on leveraging the IC] advisory opinion
to encourage European nations like Ireland,
Spain, and Norway to move beyond symbolic
recognition toward economic sanctions
against settlements. Conversely, Israel's

Knesset is advancing punitive financial

legislation to freeze Palestinian tax revenues.

Global Health & Biosecurity A biosecurity
crisis is unfolding in Gaza's displacement
centers. The rapid spread of infectious
diseases like waterpox and skin ailments is
being used by commentators to highlight the
"weaponization of the environment" by the
occupying power through the denial of
medical supplies and sanitation
infrastructure.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance The
scheduling of national elections by Abbas is
a pivotal move in Palestinian leadership
dynamics. It is framed as an attempt to

"reunite" the Palestinian political body across
the West Bank and Gaza, likely in response to
international demands for PA "reform" and to
counter the rising influence of Hamas's
internal administrative shifts.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Institutionalization of Occupation A
prominent theme is the transition from
temporary occupation to permanent
annexation. The transcripts detail how Israel
has "legalized" the seizure of vast tracts of
land, utilizing military orders to freeze
Palestinian urban planning while providing
state subsidies for settlement infrastructure.
This is described not as a series of isolated
events but as a strategic blueprint to make
a two-state solution physically impossible.

European Fragmentation on Middle East
Policy The Irish trade bill represents a
growing fracture within the European Union.
While Brussels continues to issue "bright
statements" about a two-state solution,
individual member states like Ireland and
Slovenia are increasingly willing to break rank
and implement concrete punitive measures.
This signals a shift from symbolic diplomacy
to regulatory risk for entities doing business
in disputed territories.

The Collapse of Conflict De-escalation The
US airstrikes in Iran, occurring just 11 days
after a diplomatic memorandum, suggest that
regional "ceasefires" and "understandings"
are increasingly ephemeral. There is a
perceptible trend toward unpredictability in
US foreign policy, where tactical military
strikes frequently override long-term
diplomatic objectives, leading to a hostile
threat matrix for all regional actors.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Palestine: The domestic situation is
characterized by a desperate attempt to
societal stability through
institutional renewal. The PA's decree for
legislative elections is a high-risk strategy to
address a massive loss of government
mandate and to present a united front
against Israeli annexation plans. However,
internal factionalism and the physical
separation of the West Bank and Gaza pose
severe institutional decay risks that could

jeopardize the election process itself.

maintain

Israel: The transcripts portray an Israeli
government driven by extreme right-wing
factions, specifically Smotrich and Ben-Gvir,
who are using their leverage to pursue
unilateral annexation of the West Bank. This
internal partisan polarization is driving an
aggressive foreign and settlement policy that
appears designed to survive domestic political
challenges by creating "irreversible" facts on
the ground.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is defined by
severe fragmentation and the wuse of
financial tools as weapons of conflict.
Palestinian markets are suffering from
currency instability and the freezing of
customs revenues, while regional trade is
threatened by the potential closure of the
Strait of Hormuz following US-Iran hostilities.

e Customs Revenue Seizure: Israel
continues to withhold approximately 14
billion shekels in Palestinian tax revenues,

citing their use to "support terrorism."

* Settlement Trade Risks: The Irish bill
targets trade worth millions of euros,
marking the first time a Western nation has
moved toward a total ban on settlement-
linked services and goods.

* Aid Dependency: Gaza's economy is
entirely humanitarian-driven, with South
Korea recently providing $21 million for
business centers and defense capacity
building.

* Supply Chain Disruptions: Continued
strikes in the Persian Gulf and Red Sea

have led to increased shipping insurance
premiums and delays in fuel deliveries to

regional ports.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political appointments and symbolic
leadership shifts were central to the day’s
narratives, reflecting efforts to consolidate
power and redefine national identities during
a period of crisis.

* Mahmoud Abbas: By issuing the election
decree, Abbas is attempting to shift from a
transitional to a constitutional leader,
aiming to secure his legacy and PA
legitimacy before the end of 2026.

* Husam Hassan: The Egyptian national
football coach was elevated to a national
symbol of resistance for raising the
Palestinian flag during international
matches, highlighting the use of sports as a
tool for diplomatic statecraft.

* Smotrich & Ben-Gvir: These ministers
are framed as the architects of
annexation, successfully bypassing
traditional military and civil bureaucracies
to accelerate settlement construction.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Palestine TV maintains an adversarial and
nationalistic editorial stance. The lead
stories are consistently focused on Israeli
military aggression, land seizures, and the
humanitarian suffering in Gaza, using fear-
inducing and emotive language ("systemic
genocide," "barbaric strikes"). Significant
airtime is given to diplomatic "victories" in
Europe (Ireland's Dbill) and sporting
symbolism (Egypt's football success) to
bolster morale and project a narrative of
global support. Buried stories include
internal Palestinian criticism of the PA and the
complexities of Hamas-PA negotiations.
Conspicuous omissions include any detailed
reporting on the specific military provocations
that might have led to the US strikes on Iran
or a balanced view of Israeli internal security
concerns, focusing instead entirely on the

impact on Palestinian civilians.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is framed as a fracturing system
where Western powers are increasingly at
odds over Middle East policy, while regional
powers like Iran and Turkey are portrayed as
strong but embattled actors against US
hegemony.

* United States: Portrayed as aggressive
and hypocritical. The network highlights
the delta between US rhetoric on "de-
escalation" and its tactical military strikes
on Iran. The US is seen as a foe that
enables occupation through F-35 sales and
veto power.

e Ireland: Framed as a principled and
courageous friend. Their trade ban is

described as an "act of justice" that stands

in contrast to "EU silence."

* Iran: Portrayed as a defensive victim of
US aggression. Military retaliations are

framed as 'legitimate defense" against

violations of national sovereignty.

e Israel: Characterized as a rogue,
expansionist state led by ‘"fascist"
ministers. The framing emphasizes

competent but cruel engineering of the
West Bank's annexation.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The PA is seeding a
narrative of democratic renewal via the
election decree to distract from its lack of
control over the West Bank and Gaza's
current security situation.

* Settlement Rhetoric: Media reports use
the term "illegal settlement expansion”
as an absolute legal fact, citing the 2024
IC]J opinion to delegitimize all Israeli civil
and military presence in the 1967
territories.

* Humanitarian Framing: The spread of
waterpox in Gaza is framed as a deliberate
biological threat caused by the Israeli
siege, aiming to trigger international legal
intervention.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

PA Internal Conflict: If the scheduled
2026 elections are canceled or postponed
(as in 2021), it could trigger widespread
civil unrest and a total collapse of PA
authority, leaving a vacuum for more
radical elements.

Regional War: The US strikes on 90
Iranian targets make a full-scale regional
conflict a "high-probability" scenario in the
next 12 months, especially if Iran retaliates
by closing the Strait of Hormuz.

Annexation Formalization: Israel is likely
to move from "de facto" to "de jure"
annexation of Area C in the West Bank
before the US 2024/25 transition is
complete, taking advantage of regional
chaos.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge
in infectious diseases in Gaza camps as
summer heat intensifies, likely leading to a
massive increase in child mortality. US-Iran
proxy skirmishes will likely escalate in
Lebanon and Iraq.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Irish
settlement ban could trigger similar
regulatory actions in Spain and Norway,
leading to a significant divestment trend
from Israeli firms operating in the West
Bank.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the 2026
Palestinian elections succeed, we may see
the first unified Palestinian government
decades; if they fail, the
institutional collapse could lead to
permanent Israeli administrative control
over all West Bank enclaves.

in two

RISK ASSESSMENT

West Bank Annexation Flashpoint:
Radical Israeli ministers are pushing for
the wunilateral seizure of Area C.
Triggers: Knesset votes or US political
shifts. Likelihood: High. Impact: Total
end of the two-state solution and mass
displacement. Mitigations: Immediate EU
sanctions and UN intervention.

Gaza Famine/Epidemic: The waterpox
outbreak is a precursor to a wider
biosecurity collapse. Triggers: Continued
denial of clean water and sanitation
supplies. Likelihood: High. Impact: Tens
of thousands of preventable deaths.
Mitigations: Immediate humanitarian
corridors for medical aid.

US-Iran Open Conflict: Recent US strikes
have pushed the region to the brink of war.
Triggers: Iranian drone strikes on US

bases or Strait of Hormuz closure.
Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:
Global oil shock and regional
destabilization. Mitigations: Urgent

diplomatic mediation through Qatar or
Oman.

Palestinian Civil Unrest: Frustration with
the PA and the uncertainty of elections
could spark internal fighting. Triggers:
Delaying the Nov 2026 polls. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Total breakdown of civil
order in the West Bank. Mitigations:
Transparent election monitoring and
security reform.
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* Settlement Economic Retaliation:
Israeli freezes on customs revenues could
lead to PA insolvency. Triggers:
Advancement of the Irish bill or new PA
legal moves at the UN. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Inability to pay security and health

workers, leading to social collapse.
Mitigations: International financial bridge
loans.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Hamas-PA Reconciliation Details: The
transcripts mention an agreement for
Hamas to hand over Gaza administration,
but provide zero detail on security
coordination or power-sharing, which are
the historical failure points.

e US-Iran Backchannels:
While focusing on strikes, the coverage
ignores whether secret negotiations are
ongoing to revive the memorandum,
leaving a gap in understanding the true risk
of war.

Diplomatic

* Settlement Product Supply Chains:
There is no analysis of how complex
global supply chains might bypass the
Irish trade ban through third-country re-
labeling, potentially rendering the law
symbolic.

* Israeli Domestic Opposition: The
network fails to report on internal Israeli
protests against the government's
annexation policies, presenting a

monolithic view of the "enemy" state.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Election Decree as a Stalling
Tactic: While framed as a move toward
democracy, the Abbas election decree could
be a desperate stalling tactic intended to
secure international aid while having no
intention of actually holding a vote that
Fatah might lose.

* US Strikes as a Strategic Feint: The
strikes on 90 targets could be a
coordinated theater to allow the US to
"exit" the Iran file with a show of strength
before a permanent withdrawal, rather
than a precursor to invasion.

* Black Event: A massive
earthquake along the Dead Sea rift or a
mutation of the waterpox virus into a
more lethal variant could force an
immediate, unplanned regional cooperation
that overrides geopolitical
hostilities.

Swan

current

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: Diplomats
should prepare for a legal battleground in
the EU, as individual states begin enforcing
the ICJ's ruling on settlements. Security
analysts must prioritize biosecurity and
health aid in Gaza to prevent an regional
epidemic that crosses borders. The PA
election decree should be met with an
immediate demand for a transparent
roadmap and international monitoring to
ensure credibility.

For Private Sector/Investors: Multinational
companies must conduct deep supply chain
audits to identify exposure to West Bank
settlements, as regulatory risk in the EU is
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sharply increasing. Logistics firms in the
Persian Gulf should anticipate security-

related delays and surging costs due to the
US-Iran escalation. Investors in regional
infrastructure should pivot toward renewable
energy projects (solar/wind) that are less
vulnerable to fuel supply shocks.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity was centered on the
economic and legal dimensions of the
occupation, with competing bills in the
Israeli Knesset and the Irish Parliament
attempting to redefine the financial
boundaries of the Palestinian Authority and
the settlements.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Irish Settlement Trade Ban: A bill to
prohibit  all r n rvi
originating from territories occupied in
1967, intended to align national law with
the ICJ advisory opinion.

o Knesset Fund Freeze Bill: Proposed
legislation to tether and freeze PA tax
revenues equivalent to the amount the
PA spends on Gaza administration.

o PA Election Decree: A presidential
decree having the force of law to
establish the schedule for the 2026/27
national elections.

KEY STORIES

* Abbas Decree for 2026 Elections:
President = Mahmoud Abbas officially
announced November 28, 2026, as the date
for legislative elections, aiming to end
nearly two decades of democratic
stagnation.

Massive US Airstrikes in Iran: The US
military targeted 90 strategic sites in Iran,
including the g wle iu (Bandar Abbas)
region and the islands of Qeshm and Abu
Musa, despite a prior 11-day ceasefire
agreement.

Irish Parliament Moves to Ban

Settlement Goods: Legislation to
criminalize settlement imports advanced to
its final stages, marking a major shift in
European policy toward Israel.

Gaza Health Crisis: Nearly 10,000 cases
of waterpox have been recorded in just 14
days, with Khan Younis identified as the
epicenter of the outbreak.

Knesset Advances Law to Freeze PA
Funds: A first reading of a bill to freeze 14
billion shekels of Palestinian
passed, citing their wuse to
"encourage terrorism."

customs
revenues

Systemic Settlement Expansion: Reports
confirm the seizure of 170,000 dunams of
West Bank land for settlement use since
2023, coupled with the demolition of
Palestinian schools.

South Korean Aid to Bethlehem: A $21
million investment from South Korea was
finalized to build business centers and
defense capabilities in Bethlehem.

Egyptian Coach Flag Symbolism:
Egyptian coach Husam Hassan was lauded
as a national hero for displaying the
Palestinian flag during a high-profile World
Cup match.

Demolition of Al-Rafaiyya School: Israeli
forces proceeded with the demolition of a

primary school in the southern Hebron
hills, affecting 170 students.
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* US F-35 Sales to Turkey: Discussions
regarding the sale of F-35 fighter jets to
Turkey were framed as a major shift in
regional power dynamics that threatens
Israeli air superiority.

e Bethlehem Murder Trial: A Palestinian
court sentenced a man to life in prison for
the murder of his own child in Beit Ur al-
Tahta, a case that has dominated local
headlines.
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