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GLOBAL ESCALATION INTENSIFIES

AS THE UNITED STATES AND IRAN

TRANSITION TO DIRECT MILITARY

CONFRONTATION WHILE INTERNAL

DOMESTIC RESISTANCE TO

MOBILIZATION THREATENS THE

STABILITY OF THE UKRAINIAN

STATE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  international  security  environment  has

experienced a significant shift from diplomatic

negotiation to active kinetic engagement. The

collapse  of  the  Memorandum  of

Understanding  (MOU)  between  Washington

and  Tehran  has  resulted  in  two  consecutive

nights of massive US strikes against Iranian

infrastructure,  including  targets  near  the

Bushehr nuclear  facility.  Iran has responded

with retaliatory ballistic missile and drone

attacks against  US  military  installations  in

Jordan, Bahrain,  and Kuwait.  This escalation

occurs against the backdrop of the funeral of

Supreme  Leader  Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei,

which  is  being  utilized  as  a  nationalistic

rallying  point  to  project  unity  and  strength

amid reports of high civilian casualties from

US tomahawk strikes on non-military targets

such as schools.

Simultaneously,  the  Ukrainian  government

faces a burgeoning internal crisis as violent

anti-conscription riots erupt in Lviv, a city

traditionally  viewed  as  a  stronghold  of

government  support.  These clashes,  sparked

by  the  perceived  brutality  of  recruitment

officers, suggest a widening gulf between the

state’s  mobilization  requirements  and public

willingness  to  sustain  the  conflict.  At  the

NATO  summit  in  Turkey,  President  Donald

Trump  has  signaled  a  strategic  pivot  by

proposing to license the domestic production

of  Patriot  missile  systems  within  Ukraine,

effectively  shifting  the  burden  of  defense

manufacturing  to  European  allies  and  the

Ukrainian  state  itself  while  maintaining  US

industrial interests.

Global  energy  markets  are  pricing  in  these

risks, with Brent crude edging toward $80

per  barrel as  threats  to  maritime  transit

through the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab-el-

Mandeb  reappear.  Russia  is  leveraging  this

period of Western preoccupation to expand its

influence  in  Africa,  with  Foreign  Minister

Sergey  Lavrov  conducting  a  high-profile

diplomatic tour through Ethiopia, Niger, and

Mozambique.  The  convergence  of  these

events indicates a fracturing of the previous

geopolitical  order,  where  the  US  military

footprint in the Middle East is under severe

strain and the European security architecture

is  being  tested  by  internal  dissent  and

evolving US transactionalism.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Direct US-Iran Kinetic Warfare

The US Central Command launched heavy

strikes against Iranian southern provincial

cities, including strikes on the perimeter

of  the  Bushehr  nuclear  power  plant  and

infrastructure in the port city of Chabahar.

The  Islamic  Revolutionary  Guard  Corps

(IRGC) retaliated by targeting US bases in

Kuwait,  Bahrain,  and Jordan,  including

Camp Arifjan and the Sheikh Isa airbase.

Iran  reported  14  deaths  and  78  injuries

following the latest wave of US attacks,

with reports  surfacing of  a  US tomahawk

missile  accidentally  destroying  an

elementary school in Minab.

President  Trump  declared  the  peace

process  dead,  characterizing  Iranian

leadership  as  "scum"  and  signaling  a

preference  for  military  solutions  over  the

previous MOU framework.

Domestic  Instability  and  Mobilization

Crisis in Ukraine

Mass protests erupted in Lviv (Luvov) after

conscription officers were filmed publicly

beating  a  20-year-old  man during  a

recruitment attempt.

Crowds  overturned  law  enforcement

vehicles  and  clashed  with  recruiters,

marking  what  analysts  describe  as  a

turning point in public defiance against

forced mobilization.

Russian forces claimed a significant tactical

victory  in  Constantinovka,  with  the

Russian  Ministry  of  Defense  documenting

over  13,500  Ukrainian  casualties  in  the

engagement.

Strategic Pivot at the NATO Summit

President  Trump  suggested  licensing

Ukraine  to  produce  Patriot  missile

interceptors domestically,  a  move  that

would  benefit  the  US  defense  industrial

base  while  forcing  Europe  to  fund

Ukrainian production.

Trump  expressed  frustration  with  NATO

allies, specifically Germany and France, for

their  lack  of  support  regarding  US

policy toward  Iran  and  the  number  one

state sponsor of terror.

The  US  announced  the  removal  of  Syria

from  its  list  of  state  sponsors  of

terrorism,  citing new directives from the

administration  of  President  Ahmed  Al-

Sharah.

Expansion  of  Russian  Diplomatic

Influence in Africa

Foreign  Minister  Sergey  Lavrov  visited

Ethiopia,  Niger,  and  Mozambique to

discuss  military,  energy,  and  investment

cooperation.

Joint statements were released condemning

Western  intervention  in  the  Sahel  and

alleging collusion between Ukraine and

France in financing terrorist groups in the

region.

Criminal  Networks  and  Legal

Controversies

A major investigation revealed the Milton

Group,  a  massive  fraudulent  call  center

network operating out of Russia, Ukraine,

and Georgia, scammed victims out of over

$300 million.
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Legal  proceedings  in  the  murder  trial  of

conservative  commentator  Charlie  Kirk

were overshadowed by reports of gaps in

police  body  cam  footage and

questionable  DNA  evidence  involving  the

suspect, Tyler Robinson.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The conflict between the US and Iran has

escalated to direct  infrastructure warfare,

with  the  IRGC  announcing  a  "punitive

response" consisting of missile and drone

operations against regional US hubs.

NATO engagement rules in the Baltic Sea

have reportedly been changed to allow for

the shooting of Russian planes without

warning,  significantly  raising  the  risk  of

direct NATO-Russia escalation.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

Public  order  is  deteriorating  in  Western

Ukraine  as  civilians  resort  to  violent

resistance  against  draft  officers,

signaling  a  potential  breakdown  of  state

authority in the rear.

South Africa is experiencing a new wave of

anti-migrant  protests,  with  demonstrators

giving the government an ultimatum to

deport  undocumented  migrants  from

Zimbabwe and Malawi.

Energy & Critical Minerals

Iranian officials have warned that they may

reconsider  membership  in  the  Non-

Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT) and  change

their  nuclear  doctrine  if  faced  with  an

existential threat from the US.

The  maritime  security  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz is under threat as the US attempts

to  establish  an  alternative  corridor

through  Omani  waters,  a  move  Iran  has

met with warning shots.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The  US  Strategic  Petroleum  Reserve  is

reportedly  at  dangerously  low  levels,

hitting  its  lowest  point  since  the  1980s,

which limits Washington's ability to buffer

further oil price shocks.

The  "American  System"  of  economics  is

being debated in US domestic politics as an

alternative  to  corporate-led  globalization,

with independent candidates advocating for

re-industrialization  and  infrastructure

investment.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Logistics  and

Geography

The conflict has transitioned into a "war of

straits,"  where  control  over  the  Bab-el-

Mandeb  and  the  Strait  of  Hormuz is

used  as  a  primary  lever  of  power,

superseding traditional military objectives.

The US push to move bases further west to

Israel and Egypt reveals a realization that

current  installations  in  the  Persian  Gulf

have become tactical liabilities rather than

assets.

The Industrialization of Alliances

The  NATO  summit  highlighted  a  shift

toward  a  "banker's  convention" model,

where defense manufacturers and weapons

contracts  dominate  the  agenda  over

political or humanitarian considerations.
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Australia  and  New  Zealand’s  efforts  to

muscle China out of the South Pacific

through  defense  pacts  with  Fiji  and

Vanuatu  represent  a  trend  of  formalizing

military-industrial  ties  to  secure  regional

spheres of influence.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine is facing a crisis of legitimacy in its

Western provinces.  The desperation of the

state to  find  willing  volunteers  has  led  to

aggressive  recruitment  tactics  that  are  now

being met with organized civilian resistance.

Analysts suggest that the "Zelensky regime" is

increasingly viewed by some segments of the

population as  prioritizing the interests of

foreign  oligarchs over  the  lives  of  its

citizens.  The  attempt  by  local  officials  to

redirect  this  anger  toward  the  "external

threat"  of  Russia  appears  to  be  losing

effectiveness  as  domestic  grievances

regarding  housing  and  the  draft  take

precedence.

In  the  United States,  the  murder  of  Charlie

Kirk  and  the  subsequent  pre-trial  hearing

controversies have  fueled  distrust  in  the

federal  judicial  and  law  enforcement

apparatus. Simultaneously, a movement called

"Take  America  Back"  (TAB)  is  seeking  to

occupy  vacant  local  political  seats to

challenge  the  established  "uniparty"  system,

reflecting  a  broader  trend  of  populist

dissatisfaction with national leadership across

both major parties.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The US global posture is undergoing a period

of  violent  contraction and recalibration.  The

decision to strike Iranian coastal facilities

was  an  attempt  to  restore  maritime

deterrence,  but  it  has  instead  exposed  the

vulnerability  of  regional  US  bases  to

asymmetric Iranian retaliation. The US is also

engaging  in  a  diplomatic  retreat  in  the

Levant, as seen in the removal of Syria from

the  terrorism  list,  possibly  to  focus

resources  on  the  direct  confrontation  with

Iran and the ongoing containment of China.

Russia’s global posture is increasingly focused

on the "Global South," particularly Africa. By

framing  Russia  as  a  "non-colonizer,"

Moscow is successfully positioning itself as an

alternative security and economic partner for

nations  looking  to  break  ties  with  former

colonial  powers like France. This strategy is

coupled  with  allegations  of  Western  support

for terrorism, aimed at undermining the moral

authority of European interventions.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook is deteriorating

as  the  US-Iran  conflict  directly  impacts

energy  supply  chains  and  inflationary

pressures mount  in  Western economies.  The

threat to maritime choke points could lead to

a global depression if prolonged.

Energy Prices: Brent crude is nearing $80

per  barrel,  with  forecasts  suggesting  a

surge to $120-$150 if Hormuz is closed.

US Strategic Reserves: The reserve is at

a historic low, reducing the government's

ability to intervene in market fluctuations.

Bond  Market: Analysts  warn  of  a

"financial  armageddon"  if  10-year  bond

interest  rates hit  5%,  as  the  US  would

struggle to service its debt.
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Supply  Chain  Disruption: The  potential

closure of  the Bab-el-Mandeb would force

shipping  around  the  Horn  of  Africa,

adding  months  to  delivery  times  for  oil,

fertilizer, and food.

Fraud Losses: Victims of the Milton Group

scam  have  lost  over  $300  million,

highlighting  the  risks  in  unregulated

international crypto markets.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  day's  reporting  highlights  several

significant shifts in leadership status and the

potential for upcoming transitions.

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei: The  Iranian

Supreme  Leader  has  been  assassinated

(Feb  2026)  and  is  being  laid  to  rest in

Mashad, leaving a power vacuum during a

time of war.

Ben  Platner: The  Democratic  candidate

for the US Senate in Maine has suspended

his  campaign following  sexual  assault

allegations from 2021.

Senator  Mitch  McConnell: Reports

indicate the 84-year-old senator is on life

support after several strokes and seizures,

sparking a scramble for a special election

in Kentucky.

Recep  Tayyip  Erdogan: The  Turkish

president  is  being  characterized  as  an

experienced  "new  Ottomanist"

attempting  to  balance  NATO  obligations

with regional economic interests.

Ahmed  Al-Sharah: Named  as  the  new

president of Syria following the collapse of

the defunct previous regime.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

RT's  editorial  priority  for  the  day  was  the

escalation  of  the  US-Iran  conflict,  which

received  the  most  airtime  across  all  news

cycles.  The  network  focused  heavily  on  the

perceived failure of US deterrence and the

"punitive"  nature  of  Iranian  responses.  The

Ukraine mobilization crisis was the second

primary theme, with a clear narrative intent

to show a state in a "meat grinder" collapse.

The NATO summit was  portrayed not  as  a

security  meeting  but  as  a  transactional

"banker's convention" for selling weapons. RT

buried or  largely  ignored details  concerning

specific  Russian  military  setbacks,  instead

highlighting  civilian  evacuations  and

"humanitarian" recoveries of fallen Ukrainian

soldiers by Russian teams. The emotional tone

was highly  critical  of  the  "Zelensky  regime"

and  the  "Trump  administration,"  while

maintaining  a  celebratory  tone  regarding

Russian internal stability and cultural events

like the wedding festival.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's content establishes a world defined

by Western "arrogance" and "miscalculation"

in contrast  with the "strategic autonomy" of

emerging powers.

COUNTRIES

Iran: Portrayed as strong and unified. The

funeral  of  Khamenei  is  described  as

showing the "full unity and strength of

Iran." It is framed as a principled defender

of the Palestinian cause against "genocide."
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United  States:  Framed  as  chaotic  and

inept.  Former  commanders  admit  the  US

has  the  "wrong  force  for  the  wrong

mission in the wrong place." Leadership

is  characterized  as  being  under  "diress"

from the Israeli lobby.

Ukraine:  Portrayed  as  a  "corporation"

rather than a state, with a government that

has  a  "slipping  grip" on  its  own

population  due  to  "brutal"  conscription

policies.

Turkey: Characterized as a clever balancer.

The  government  is  praised  for  "not

participating  in  sanctions" against

Russia  while  being  criticized  for  its

underlying  economic  dependency  on  the

West.

LEADERS

Donald  Trump:  Characterized  as  a

"gambler" and a "vicious" actor. He is seen

as a leader who "is desperate and he is

fool" because  he  signed  an  MOU  he

intended to undermine.

Vladimir  Zelensky:  Portrayed  as  a

"storyteller"  and  a  "master  of  marketing"

who  is  "distorting  the  marketing

message" of  the  war  to  hide  massive

military  defeats  like  the  loss  of

Constantinovka.

Sergey  Lavrov:  Framed  as  a  competent

and  reliable  diplomatic  partner  for  the

African  continent,  contrasting  with

"barbaric  aggression" from state  actors

like France.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

AIPAC:  Characterized  as  a  tool  of

"legalized  corruption"  and  the  "mark  of

Kane" that  buys  US  politicians  to  serve

foreign interests over American ones.

Milton Group: A "large-scale network of

call centers" portrayed as a transnational

criminal  enterprise  that  local  law

enforcement is working to dismantle.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  day  was  defined  by  a  competing

"marketing  war."  RT repeatedly  alleged that

the Ukrainian government and Western media

are engaged in a "distortion of facts on the

ground" regarding military casualties and the

status  of  the  front  lines.  The  network  used

footage  of  the  Lviv  riots  as  a  psy-op  to

demoralize  the  Ukrainian  war  effort  by

showing "thousands of people took to the

streets" in  rage  against  their  own

government.  Conversely,  the  US

administration is accused of narrative seeding

by  labeling  Iran  as  "begging  for  a  deal"  to

hide the lack of a viable military solution for

the Strait  of  Hormuz.  The investigation into

the "fake CIA operative" Gourav Sri Vastava

was used to underscore a theme of systemic

American institutional rot and the ease with

which  powerful  global  figures  can  be

"swindled."

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The conflict in the Persian Gulf will  likely

expand  to  target  gulf  state

infrastructure (refineries, water systems)

if the US continues to strike Iranian assets,

potentially  leading  to  a  total  regional

blockade.

Ukraine may face a localized collapse of

social order in Western provinces, leading

to  "anarchy"  as  a  precursor  to  a  wider

regime change or negotiated surrender.
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The  US  election  cycle  will  see  a  rise  in

"third  force"  candidates who  reject

traditional party labels and APEC funding,

potentially altering the legislative makeup

of the next Congress.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect a sharp increase in oil prices as

shipping companies reroute vessels around

Africa  to  avoid  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

conflict.

Potential  for  violent  unrest in  other

Ukrainian  cities  like  Odessa  as  the

"anarchy" observed in Lviv spreads.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The NATO "burden-sharing" will formalize,

with  European  nations  taking  on  multi-

billion  euro  loans to  fund  Ukrainian

defense production under US licenses.

Syria will  experience economic recovery

efforts following its removal from the US

terrorism  list,  potentially  altering  the

regional balance of power in the Levant.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The  US  military  presence  in  the  Middle

East will undergo structural relocation as

bases are moved from the Gulf to Israel and

Egypt  to  secure  them  from  the  Iranian

missile reach.

African  nations  will  increasingly  adopt

"strategic  autonomy" by  forging  energy

and  security  alliances  with  Russia  and

China to bypass Western trade sanctions.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current escalation in the Middle East and

the domestic instability in Ukraine present a

high-probability threat to global economic and

security stability.

Total  Maritime  Chokepoint  Blockade:

Risk  that  Iran  and  its  allies  (Yemen)

permanently close the Strait of Hormuz and

Bab-el-Mandeb.  Triggers:  Further  US

strikes  on  Iranian  nuclear  or  oil  sites.

Likelihood: High. Impact: Global economic

depression.  Mitigations:  Resumption  of

high-level  diplomatic  talks;  US  naval

withdrawal from the immediate strait.

Ukrainian  Domestic  State  Collapse:

Risk  that  anti-mobilization  riots  lead  to  a

complete  breakdown  of  internal  security

and  a  civilian  coup.  Triggers:  Increased

"press gang" tactics or another high-profile

brutality incident. Likelihood: Moderate to

High.  Impact:  Rapid  Russian  military

advance;  massive  refugee  flows  into

Poland. Mitigations: Immediate cessation of

forced mobilization; negotiated ceasefire.

Direct  NATO-Russia  Engagement:  Risk

that the new Baltic engagement rules lead

to  the  downing  of  a  Russian  aircraft.

Triggers:  Intentional  or  accidental  radar

lock-on  by  NATO  jets.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Tactical  nuclear

escalation.  Mitigations:  Hotline

establishment;  rollback  of  aggressive

engagement rules.

US  Financial  Crisis:  Risk  of  a  debt-

servicing collapse as interest rates and oil

prices  spike  simultaneously.  Triggers:  10-

year bond rates exceeding 5%. Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: Collapse of international

finance.  Mitigations:  Aggressive  debt

restructuring; stabilization of energy prices

through diplomacy.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T



Iranian  Nuclear  Doctrine  Shift:  Risk

that  Iran  withdraws  from  the  NPT  and

pursues a rapid breakout to nuclear status.

Triggers:  Imminent  threat  of  US/Israeli

invasion or significant damage to Bushehr.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  Regional

nuclear  arms  race.  Mitigations:  Sanctions

relief;  security  guarantees  for  Iranian

infrastructure.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  fail  to  provide  verified

casualty  figures for  Iranian  military

responses,  relying  instead  on  state-media

claims of effectiveness.

There is a lack of information regarding the

success rate of air defense systems in

Bahrain  and  Kuwait  against  the  IRGC's

"first phase" of retaliation.

The broadcasts do not detail  the Russian

government's  official  response to  the

NATO  proposal  for  licensed  Patriot

production in Ukraine.

There is  no mention of  Chinese military

movements in the South Pacific following

the ICBM test, leaving a blind spot in the

Pacific regional risk profile.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Strategic Withdrawal as a Trap: The US

"ineptitude" and base relocation talk could

be a deliberate feint to lure the IRGC into

over-extending  its  maritime  presence,

creating a  pretext  for  a  massive,  decisive

naval engagement that destroys the Iranian

fleet.

Managed  Anarchy  in  Ukraine:  The

mobilization riots in Lviv could be partially

orchestrated or allowed by factions within

the Ukrainian military to pressure Zelensky

into a leadership reshuffle or to force NATO

into a direct intervention to "restore order."

Black Swan - The Israeli-Turkish Pivot:

Despite Erdogan's strong rhetoric,  Turkey

could  reach  a  secret  security  agreement

with  Israel  to  secure  its  own  "New

Ottoman"  borders,  leading  to  a  sudden

Turkish  withdrawal  from the  pro-Russian/

pro-Iranian bloc in exchange for economic

bailouts from the West.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security:  Regional  powers  in  the  Middle

East must immediately secure alternative

water and energy systems to prepare for

a multi-year period of maritime instability.

Economic:  Western  governments  should

prioritize  domestic  defense

manufacturing  autonomy to  reduce

dependency  on  US  licensing  models  that

prioritize  corporate  profit  over  allied

stability.

Diplomatic:  European  states  should  re-

evaluate  their  Sahel  engagement to

counter the rising "non-colonizer" narrative

being  successfully  deployed  by  Russian

diplomacy.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain:  Logistics  firms  must

accelerate the diversification of routes,

specifically  focusing  on  the  North-South

corridor  through  Africa  and  rail  links

through Central Asia.
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Regulatory  Compliance:  Financial

institutions  must  enhance  anti-fraud

vetting for  cross-border  crypto

transactions  following  the  exposure  of

massive  call-center  networks  like  Milton

Group.

Capital  Allocation:  Investors  should

hedge against US sovereign debt risk as

interest  rates  approach  the  critical  5%

mark  amid  escalating  energy-driven

inflation.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  US  military

spending  and  Iranian  security  protocols.

Iranian  lawmakers  signaled  a  potential

review of NPT membership in parliament,

while US bills are being debated that would

integrate  Israel  into  the  American

procurement system and grant it access to

high-level intelligence networks.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Israel  Procurement  Integration  Act:  A

bill  to  place  Israel  directly  inside  the  US

procurement  system,  providing  access  to

$1.5 trillion in equipment.

Intelligence  Satellite  Sharing  Bill

(Cotton  Bill):  A  proposal  to  allow  the

Israeli  government  full  access  to  US  spy

satellites and intelligence networks.

Iran  Nuclear  Doctrine  Review:  An

Iranian  parliamentary  initiative  to

reconsider  membership  in  the  Non-

Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT)  in  response  to

US aggression.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

NATO  Summit  in  Ankara:  A  multi-day

event  focused  on  weapons  contracts,

licensing  Patriot  production  for  Ukraine,

and  managing  US-EU  tensions  over  Iran

policy.

Charlie Kirk Pre-Trial Hearing: A judicial

proceeding  uncovering  significant  gaps  in

evidence  and  officer  body  cam  footage

regarding a high-profile political murder.

Lavrov-Lucas  Press  Conference

(Mozambique): A joint statement detailing

investment  and  security  cooperation

between Russia and Mozambique.

KEY STORIES

US-Iran  Missile  Exchange:  The  US

military  struck  multiple  targets  in  Iran

including  nuclear  plant  perimeters and

fishing docks; Iran retaliated by striking US

bases in Jordan, Bahrain, and Kuwait.

Funeral  of  Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei:

Millions gathered in Karbala and Mashad to

farewell  the  late  leader who  was

assassinated in February.

Lviv Conscription Riots: Violent protests

erupted in  Lviv  after  a  20-year-old man

was  beaten by  draft  officers;  crowds

overturned  vehicles  and  attacked

recruitment centers.

NATO  Patriot  Licensing  Proposal:

President  Trump  proposed  licensing

Ukraine to  produce  its  own  Patriot

missiles,  shifting  the  cost  to  Europe  and

Ukraine.

Charlie  Kirk  Murder  Trial:  Pre-trial

hearings  revealed  dead  batteries  on

police  body  cams and  mismatched  DNA

on  evidence  involved  in  the

COMMENTATOR'S death.
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Lavrov African Tour: Russian FM Lavrov

visited Ethiopia, Niger, and Mozambique to

expand  security  and  energy

cooperation.

Milton  Group  Scam  Investigation:

Details  emerged  of  a  fraudulent  call

center  network that  stole  over  $300

million from international victims.

Removal of  Syria from Terrorism List:

President Trump announced the removal of

Syria  from  the  state  sponsors  of

terrorism list.

South  African  Anti-Migrant  Protests:

Protesters  in  South  Africa  issued  an

ultimatum  for  the  deportation of

Zimbabweans and Malawians.

Russian Wedding Festival:  The "Russia

Connecting Hearts" festival  was held in

Moscow,  featuring  simultaneous

registration of 150 couples.

Constantinovka  Victory:  Russian  forces

claimed  control  over  the  city,  reporting

13,500  Ukrainian  casualties in  the

sector.

South  Pacific  Defense  Pacts:  Australia

and New Zealand signed new agreements

with Fiji and Vanuatu to counter Chinese

influence.

Syria  Hotel  Bombing:  Two  bombs

exploded in Damascus near a hotel hosting

French President Macron,  wounding 18

people.

Ben Platner Campaign Suspension: The

Maine  Senate  candidate  withdrew

following  sexual  assault  allegations  from

2021.

Belgian Colonial Museum Renovations:

A  documentary  segment  analyzed  the

renovation of the Tervuren Museum and

its shift in Congolese historical narrative.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
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media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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