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4 PRAGMATIC MILITARISM & PRODUCTION STRATEGY
j Summit in Ankara sees pivot towards Trump-led proposal:
* Granting Ukraine Patriot missile production licenses.
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f STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & FUTURE RISKS
SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months): LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Intensified Russian Strikes, Russian Energy Nationalization, European Security Shift to “Licenses & Tech”,
Yabioko Pressure Saudi “Non-Hormuz” Pipelines Potential Russian Fragmentation
RISK ASSESSMENT RECOMMENDATIONS
High Risk: Total Russian Fuel Supply Chain Breakdown Prioritize Bypass Logistics, Invest in
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High Risk: Collapse of Russian Influence in Sahel { k Prepare for “Failed State” Scenarios.
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RUSSIA FACES A SYSTEMIC FUEL
CRISIS AND INTERNAL REPRESSION
AS THE ISRAEL-IRAN CONFLICT
ENTERS A FOURTH MONTH AND
NATO SHIFTS TOWARD A TRUMP-
LED PRODUCTION STRATEGY FOR
UKRAINE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 10, 2026, marks a critical juncture where
domestic Russian instability, Middle Eastern
warfare, and a shifting NATO security
architecture have converged.
currently grappling with a systemic fuel
famine caused by successful Ukrainian drone
strikes on over 15 major refineries, forcing
the Kremlin to implement draconian fuel
rationing and rely on propaganda to mask
widespread shortages. Simultaneously, the
three-month-old war between the United
States and Israel against Iran has reached a
stalemate in the Persian Gulf, with Tehran
weaponizing its control over the Strait of
Hormuz to pressure global energy markets
and extract diplomatic concessions from the
West.

Russia is

At the NATO summit in Ankara, a new

pragmatic militarism is emerging,

characterized by former President Donald
Trump’s proposal to grant Ukraine production
licenses for Patriot missile systems. This move
signals a potential pivot toward tech
sovereignty for Kyiv, though it occurs against
a backdrop of increasing civil-military friction
within Ukraine, exemplified by recent unrest
in Lviv. Meanwhile, the Russian state is
intensifying its crackdown on the systemic
opposition, specifically targeting the Yabloko
party, as it prepares for parliamentary
elections amid plummeting presidential
approval ratings and a deteriorating economic
environment characterized by soaring food
prices and logistics failures.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Russian Energy Infrastructure
Collapse: Strikes on more than 15 major
refineries have triggered a national fuel
crisis, leading to the implementation of

odd/even license plate rationing at gas

stations across multiple regions.

* Escalation in the Persian Gulf: The
conflict between US-Israeli forces and Iran
enters its fourth month, with Iran utilizing
Hormuz Strait leverage to charge transit
fees and threaten oil flow to China and the
West.

* NATO Ankara Summit Strategy:
Discussions focused on providing Patriot
production licenses to Ukraine, potentially
bypassing direct Western supply hurdles,
while Zelensky met with Trump to discuss
ending the war.

* Africa Corps Disaster in Mali: Reports
indicate that over 200 Russian mercenaries
(formerly Wagner) were killed in a major
ambush by armed groups in Mali, signaling
a loss of control in the Sahel.
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* Latvian Language Crackdown: The
Latvian government is moving to restrict
Russian language use in public institutions,
police, and theaters, escalating regional
ethnic and diplomatic tensions.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
"eternal war" doctrine practiced by the
current Israeli administration is straining
domestic capacity, with soldiers serving

hundreds of days in reserve. In Russia, the
military is transitioning to gas-powered
vehicles (LPG) to circumvent the gasoline
shortage, while front-line logistics
increasingly rely on manual labor and drones
due to a lack of traditional transport
infrastructure.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure: The
Russian fuel crisis has moved beyond a
temporary disruption to a systemic failure.
The government is struggling to mask the
gasoline famine with propaganda warning
against filling tanks to "avoid damage," while
in reality, depots in Rostov and Taganrog
continue to burn. Iran's ability to close
Hormuz remains the ultimate threat to global
energy stability, forcing Saudi Arabia and the
UAE to explore costly pipeline alternatives to
the Red Sea.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance:
Putin’s ratings are in two-week line,
prompting the VTsSIOM polling agency to
change its methodology to a "door-to-door"
approach to increase respondent pressure.
The Kremlin is systematically purging the
Yabloko party, with 400 candidates facing
potential arrest or disqualification to prevent
a "referendum on the war" during upcoming
elections.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Iranization" of the Russian Internet:
Russia is rapidly following the Iranian model
of multi-layered censorship. With 30% of
Russians already using VPNs to bypass state
blocks on Instagram and Telegram, the state
is locked in a "cat-and-mouse game" with
developers of tools like Amnesia and
Redshield. This trend reflects a shift toward
total information sovereignty as a means of
regime survival.

Evolving Alliances in the Middle East: The
US-Israel conflict with Iran is forcing Arab
monarchies to reconsider their security
dependencies. While Saudi Arabia and Qatar
are pursuing capitalist modernization (Vision
2030), they are increasingly unwilling to
subordinate their interests to Washington,
particularly regarding the  Palestinian
question and normalization with Israel.

Indigenous Identity as Resistance: In
Yakutia, a strong cultural resurgence is being
framed through technological and artistic
lenses, such as NFT reindeer ranching and a
thriving "Sakha Cinema" industry. While some
local figures support the Russian army, the
underlying trend is one of linguistic
sovereignty, with 80-90% of the population
speaking Yakut and increasingly reclaiming
traditional names.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* Russia: The state faces a crisis of
legitimacy as Putin’s approval drops
alongside a failing economy. The systemic
opposition is being dismantled, exemplified
by the seven-year sentence of Yabloko’s
Maxim Kruglov. Domestic unrest is growing
over fuel rationing and food inflation
(poultry and vegetables up significantly).

Ukraine: Despite external support, internal
stability is strained. Reports of mass riots
in Lviv against military mobilization and the
discovery of a murdered woman in
Druzhkovka suggest fraying social order in
rear areas.

* Latvia: Ethnic tensions are being stoked by
policy changes in the Ministry of Culture
and Interior, aiming to eliminate Russian
from public life, which is being interpreted
as a pre-election tactic by nationalist
factions.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is portraying a shift
toward a transactional multipolarity. The
NATO summit in Ankara reflects a landscape
where the US, under Trump's influence, is
treating military aid as a business and
licensing rather than purely
ideological support. This forces nations like

Ukraine to seek tech sovereignty.

Concurrently, the failure of the "Africa Corps"
in Mali undermines Russia’s posture as a
security provider in the Global South, creating
a vacuum that local insurgencies and
potentially other global powers are eager to
fill. The "outside world" is increasingly framed
by the Kremlin as a hostile force responsible
for Russia's internal fuel crisis, while the West

venture

sees Russia as a failing petro-state whose

refineries are its soft underbelly.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global energy markets are pricing in the risk
of a protracted conflict in the Persian Gulf,
while Russia’s domestic economy is entering a
period of stagflation. Fuel shortages are

delaying logistics from China by up to 9 days,
adding 15% to landed costs.

* Fuel Prices: Fuel costs in Crimea have
risen by 78%; national food inflation has hit
double digits.

* Commodities: Chicken prices in
Kaliningrad are reaching 350 rubles;
cucumber prices vary wildly from 120 to
800 rubles depending on local supply
chains.

* Supply Chain: Airbaltic is facing financial

insolvency and requires an emergency
business plan to survive without state
funding.

* War Reparations: Preliminary estimates
suggest Ukraine will seek 1 trillion USD in
reparations, roughly 7,000 USD per
Russian citizen.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a consolidation of
hardline policies and the rise of nationalist
factions in Eastern Europe.

* Donald Trump/NATO Ankara: Trump has
effectively seized the diplomatic initiative
at the NATO summit, pushing for localized
production rather than direct aid.

* Nikolai Rybakov: The Yabloko chairman is
fighting for the party's survival as members
are arrested to prevent electoral challenges
to Putin.
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* Nauris Puntulis: The Latvian Minister of
Culture is  spearheading the de-
Russification of Latvian public spaces,
positioning himself as a leader for the
nationalist right.

e Torkishvarao (CEO of Orten): The Indian
executive’s appointment at a German truck
firm signals the internationalization of the
European EV supply chain.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcast exhibits a distressed and
urgent tone, prioritizing the Russian fuel
crisis and the threat of internet isolation. The
"Lead Stories" focus heavily on Ukrainian
strikes and the resulting gasoline rationing in
Russia, aiming to pierce the Kremlin's
propaganda bubble. The Middle East war is
treated as a systemic backdrop, while the
NATO summit is presented through the lens of
Zelensky-Trump diplomacy. "Buried Stories"
include the catastrophic losses in Mali, which
are minimized possibly to protect source
safety or avoid sensationalism. A
conspicuous omission is any mention of
direct front-line territory changes in the
Donbas, suggesting a focus on the "war
behind the front" (logistics, energy, and air
defense).

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext reveals a world of fracturing
empires and emerging tech-driven resistance
movements. Russia is portrayed as an inept
giant stumbling into a resource crisis, while
Iran is seen as a competent and principled
regional challenger using the Strait of
Hormuz as its primary diplomatic tool.

COUNTRIES

* Russia: Inept/Chaotic. Characterized by
"gasoline famine" and propaganda that tells
citizens "meat is harmful" to distract from
shortages.

* Iran: Strong/Stable. Framed as a rational
actor using economic leverage to survive a
conflict with superpowers.

* Latvia: Nationalist/Reactive. Portrayed as

"splitting society" through language bans.
LEADERS

* Vladimir Putin: Weak/Repressive.
Portrayed as "losing the threads of control"
while his ratings fall for a second week.

* Donald Trump: Competent/Transactional.
Seen as a potential deal-maker capable of
moving Patriot production to Kyiv.

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Resilient/
Diplomatic. Framed as navigating a
complex Ankara summit to secure long-
term survival.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Africa Corps (ex-Wagner): Collapsing.
The Mali disaster frames them as a spent
force no longer able to project power for
the Kremlin.

* Yabloko Party: Principled/Victimized.
Described as the only anti-war voice left in
a state rapidly becoming "North Korea."
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: Russian state media is
actively seeding narratives that filling fuel
tanks causes mechanical damage and that
"owning an apartment is unfashionable" to
mask the economic downturn.

* Censorship: The push toward a "suave
internet" in Russia is mimicking Iran’s
multi-tier filtering, while Roskomnadzor is
engaged in a daily cat-and-mouse game to
block VPN services.

* Disinformation: The Kremlin is falsely
claiming the Baltic states are preparing for

mass deportations of Russians to stir

domestic nationalist fervor.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Russian Domestic Collapse: Hypothesize
that continued strikes on refineries will
lead to urban riots by late 2026, as fuel
rationing impacts food delivery to major
cities.

* Hormuz Stalemate: Iran likely maintains
its transit fee policy for the next six
months, using the revenue to offset
Western sanctions while avoiding a total
blockade that would draw in China.

* Ukrainian Military-Industrial Shift: If
Trump’s Patriot license plan succeeds, Kyiv

will become a major regional arms
manufacturer, fundamentally altering its

post-war economy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intensified
Russian missile strikes on Ukrainian civilian

energy infrastructure in retaliation for

refinery losses. Increased pressure on the
Yabloko party as the registration deadline for
elections approaches.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The fuel crisis
in Russia will likely lead to a nationalization
of all energy retail assets. In the Middle East,
look for Saudi Arabia to finalize its "non-
Hormuz" pipeline projects to bypass Iranian
leverage.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in
the European security architecture where the
US provides "licenses and tech" rather than
"boots and shells." Russia faces potential
fragmentation along ethnic lines, with Yakutia

leading a move toward cultural autonomy.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Total Fuel Supply Chain
Breakdown in Russia. Triggers: Three
additional refinery strikes. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic domestic
instability and military paralysis.
Mitigations: Emergency imports from
Kazakhstan or China, though logistics are
strained.

* Risk: Escalation of Israel-Iran War to
Global Oil Blockade. Triggers: US strike
on Iranian port infrastructure. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Global oil price spike to
200+ USD/barrel. Mitigations: Diplomatic
mediation via Qatar or China.

* Risk: Ethnic Unrest in the Baltic
States. Triggers: Implementation of total
Russian language bans in private schools.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Regional
diplomatic crisis and potential hybrid
warfare by Moscow. Mitigations: NATO-led
civil society dialogue.
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* Risk: Collapse of Russian Influence in
the Sahel. Triggers: Successive ambushes
on "Africa Corps" units in Niger or Burkina
Faso. Likelihood: High. Impact: Rise of
jihadist states in West Africa and loss of
mineral access for Russia. Mitigations: Re-
engagement of Western security assistance.

* Risk: Civil-Military Rupture in Ukraine.
Triggers: Violent crackdowns on anti-
mobilization protests in Western Ukraine.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Reduced

front-line  effectiveness and  political
instability in Kyiv. Mitigations: Reform of
mobilization laws and increased
transparency.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not verify the actual

ground truth of the "3 month war"
frontlines, focusing only on the Gulf
blockade.

* Missing context on the specific terms of the
Patriot licenses proposed by Trump at the
Ankara summit.

e Unverified claims about the '"mass
deportations" from the Baltics, which
appear to be a Russian narrative seeding
exercise.

* Lack of information on the status of the
Russian economy's non-energy sectors
beyond food inflation.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Russian Resilience Scenario: The fuel
crisis is actually a deliberate stress-test
by the Kremlin to force the population onto
a domestic-only LPG and EV infrastructure,
reducing long-term  dependence on
Western-repaired refinery components.

* Trump-Zelensky Alignment: The meeting
in Ankara is not about ending aid, but
about a secret military-industrial
merger where US firms use Ukraine as a
"combat-lab" for automated
technologies, bypassing
Congressional oversight.

warfare
domestic

* Black Swan: A sudden collapse of the
Iranian regime due to domestic protest
sparked by the costs of the 3-month war,
leading to a pro-Western government and
an immediate end to the energy crisis.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: Western
policy should prioritize support for bypass
logistics to secure energy flows out of the
Gulf and prepare for a potential "failed state"
scenario in Russia triggered by energy and
food scarcity. Diplomatic engagement with
Yakut cultural leaders may provide a hedge
against future Russian central collapse.

For Private Sector/Investors: Divest from
any logistics firms dependent on the Strait of
Hormuz. Invest in LPG conversion tech and
localized  air-defense  manufacturing in
Eastern Europe. Be wary of Airbaltic exposure
as they face a liquidity crisis.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on internal control
and cultural identity, with Latvia leading a
surge in nationalist law-making.

* Latvian Language Decree: Proposed law
restricting Russian language in police, fire
services, and cultural institutions to ensure

national unity.
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* Russian Election Laws: VTsIOM
methodology shift to house-to-house polling

aimed at curbing the "anti-war referendum"

effect.

* Sakha Republic Name Law: 2012 law
enabling citizens to reclaim traditional
Yakut names is seeing a massive surge in
usage.

KEY STORIES

* Russian Gasoline Famine: Systemic
shortages at gas stations; rationing in 5+

regions; strikes on 15 major refineries

confirmed by analytics.

Persian Gulf War: 3-month conflict
involving USA/Israel vs Iran; Hormuz Strait

fees and transit threats weaponized by

Tehran.

* NATO Ankara Summit: Trump-Zelensky
meeting; proposals for Patriot production

licenses to be granted to Ukraine.

* Yabloko Persecution: Purge of 400
candidates; Maxim Kruglov sentenced to 7
years for anti-war social media posts.

* Mali Mercenary Ambush: 200 members
of the Africa Corps killed in a major defeat
in West Africa.

* Latvian Language Tensions: Chekhov
Theater and police ordered to eliminate
Russian nationalist
rhetoric increases before elections.

communication;

Yakutia Identity Surge: 80-90% speaking
native language;
digitalizing nomadic life.

FT rein I __proj

* VPN Arms Race: 30% of Russians using
Amnesia/Redshield VPNs as the state
moves to isolate the Russian internet.

e Lviv Mobilization Riots: Civilian unrest

against TCC/military  recruitment in

Western Ukraine.

* Russian Food Crisis: Poultry and
vegetable prices skyrocketing as logistics
collapse; 70% of bread cost now tied to
transport.

* Airbaltic Crisis: The airline requires a
new business plan to survive financial
insolvency as state funding is questioned.

Starlink Counter-Measures: Russia and

China discussing ways to disable SpaceX

satellites used by Ukrainian forces.

* Yakut Punk Scene: The Los Angeles
Times and international media profile the
"Sakha Punk" movement as a form of
cultural isolationism.

* Nikolaev Schooling: Ukrainian teachers
managing 24/7 schooling across online/
offline formats while under near-daily fire.

* LPG Vehicle Conversion: Massive

demand in Moscow to convert cars to gas

as gasoline supply vanishes.

* Crimea Fuel Crisis: The peninsula faces a
total fuel/electricity blackout risk after
recent infrastructure strikes.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260710_140000

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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