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PRESIDENTIAL PURGES OF

ELECTION OVERSIGHT AND

ESCALATING HOSTILITIES WITH

IRAN PRECIPITATE A CRISIS OF

GOVERNANCE AND ECONOMIC

STABILITY 116 DAYS BEFORE

MIDTERMS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  current  administration  is  engaged  in  a

multi-front  consolidation  of  executive  power

while  concurrently  managing  a  rapidly

deteriorating  security  environment  in  the

Middle East. The primary development of the

day  is  the  abrupt  firing  of  the  remaining

members of  the  Election  Assistance

Commission (EAC).  This  move,  facilitated by

recent  Supreme Court  rulings  strengthening

the  unitary  executive  theory,  effectively

paralyzes the only federal agency dedicated to

nonpartisan  election  administration  just

months before the midterm elections. Analysts

suggest this is a prelude to a federal takeover

of  voting  standards,  including  the

controversial  requirement  for  proof  of

citizenship to register to vote.

Simultaneously,  the  administration  has

signaled  the  end of  the  ceasefire  with  Iran,

resuming  large-scale  airstrikes  that  have

already  targeted  over  170  sites.  This

escalation has triggered a corresponding rise

in domestic gas prices and increased threats

to  presidential  security,  highlighted  by  a

forced aircraft swap during a return trip from

a fractious NATO summit. The "hot peace" has

transitioned  back  to  active  conflict,  with

mediators  struggling  to  prevent  a  wider

regional war that allies fear could draw in U.S.

ground troops.

Domestic  governance  is  further  strained  by

the  President's  refusal  to  sign a  landmark

bipartisan  housing  bill,  which  he

characterized as a "big yawn" compared to his

prioritized voter  identification legislation.  As

the  bill  is  set  to  become  law  without  his

signature,  the  administration  is  focusing

resources on vanity construction projects and

"Freedom  Fuel"  price  gimmicks,  while  key

institutions  like  the  FBI  and  CIA  report

unprecedented  internal  pressure  to  produce

politically  motivated  intelligence.  These

events converge to create an environment of

high  volatility  where  institutional  guardrails

are being systematically removed.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Systemic Purge of Election Oversight

The President  used new powers  from the

SLAUGHTER decision  to  decapitate  the

Election Assistance Commission, leaving it

without a quorum to certify voting systems

or distribute federal funds.

The Department of Justice sent threatening

letters to election officials in over a dozen

states, warning of criminal prosecution for

counting non-citizen ballots.
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The  Department  of  Homeland  Security  is

threatening to withhold FEMA funds from

states  that  do  not  adopt  specific,

administration-mandated election changes.

Resumption of War with Iran

The  132nd  day  of  the  conflict  saw  the

failure of a fragile ceasefire, with the U.S.

military striking 170+ targets in a 48-hour

window.

Iran has retaliated by firing at U.S. targets

in  Qatar,  Kuwait,  and  Bahrain,  and

intercepting  missiles  over  Jordanian

airspace.

Israeli intelligence warned of an imminent

assassination  plot against  the  President,

leading the Secret Service to urge a switch

to older, more secure presidential aircraft.

Politicization of National Intelligence

Rank-and-file  CIA  analysts  report  acute

pressure  to  reach  preferred  outcomes,

specifically  regarding  the  vetting  of  gang

threats to justify mass deportations.

DNI  Tulsi  Gabbard  is  accused  of  yanking

security  clearances  from  analysts  who

signed letters critical of the administration.

FBI Director Kash Patel is facing bipartisan

scrutiny for lifestyle spending and demands

for  special  perks  from  bureau  employees

during taxpayer-funded travel.

Domestic Legislative and Legal Friction

The 21st Century Road to Housing Act

is set to become law without a signature at

midnight,  as  Trump  refuses  to  sign  it  in

protest of the Senate's failure to pass the

SAFE Act.

Acting  Attorney  General  Todd  Blanche

faces intense confirmation opposition over

allegations  he  illegally  redacted  "Epstein

Files"  to  protect  the  President  from

embarrassment.

A  major  legal  rift  has  formed  within  the

Sullivan and Cromwell law firm over its

deepening representation of the President

in felony appeals and civil fraud cases.

Violent  ICE  Incidents  and  Community

Backlash

The  fatal  shooting  of  Lorenzo  Salgado

Araujo in  Houston  by  ICE  agents  has

sparked  mass  protests after  surveillance

video  appeared  to  contradict  the  official

"self-defense" narrative.

Reports  indicate  that  ICE  is  pressuring

eyewitnesses  to  sign  self-deportation

papers to  clear  the  path  for  a  internal

investigation without local oversight.

This incident is the 17th time in a year that

federal  immigration  agents  have  fired

weapons at people in their vehicles.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  transition  from  a  "MOU"  to  active

bombing  indicates  a  shift  toward  a  "hot

peace"  without  a  clear  resolution,  as  the

U.S.  maintains  total  air  superiority  but

lacks the ground force to compel surrender.

The  Pentagon  has  requested  67  billion

dollars in supplemental funding, though the

President has counter-suggested 350 billion

dollars to sustain Middle East operations.
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Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The use of  "unitary executive"  theory has

weakened  independent  federal

commissions that  previously  insulated

bipartisan  functions  from  White  House

control.

A  "gerontocracy  crisis"  is  highlighted  by

the  continued  hospitalization  of  Senator

Mitch  McConnell (84)  and  the  lack  of

transparency  regarding  his  condition,

leading  to  calls  for  age  limits  in  federal

office.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The administration is  holding hearings on

proposed  12.5  percent  tariffs,  which

economists  warn  will  function  as  a

significant  tax  on  American  consumers

already struggling with high grocery costs.

The "Freedom Fuel" network is criticized as

a perfomative gimmick, providing lower gas

prices at only 25 stations while the national

average remains near record highs.

Global Health & Biosecurity

HHS  Secretary  RFK  Jr.  has  suspended

public  health  panels reviewing  tests  for

cancer  and  HIV,  citing  "vacancies"  after

firing existing chairs.

The CDC's flagship journal has reportedly

refused  to  publish  data showing  that

updated  COVID  boosters  reduced

emergency room visits by 50 percent.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Unitary  Executive  and  Institutional

Decay

A definitive trend of the day is the systematic

dismantling  of  independent  regulatory  and

oversight  bodies.  The  EAC purge,  combined

with  the  politicization  of  the  FTC (via  the

SLAUGHTER  decision),  signals  an  intent  to

remove  any  nonpartisan  "referees"  in  the

lead-up to the midterms. This is reinforced by

reports  of  political  pressure  at  the  CIA and

FBI,  where  career  civil  servants  are  being

replaced or cowed by loyalist appointees who

prioritize  narrative  over  factual  intelligence.

The "Rule of Law" is being reframed as a tool

of  executive  will,  where  court  orders  are

increasingly  viewed  as  suggestions to  be

circumvented  by  high-volume  litigation  and

executive orders.

The Geopolitics of Vanity

The President's focus on vanity projects—from

a  600-million-dollar  ballroom  to  a  250-foot

triumphal  arch—is  creating  significant

national  security  vulnerabilities.  The

insistence  on  using  a  Qatari-gifted  aircraft

that  lacks  basic  military  defenses  (like

electromagnetic  pulse  shielding  and  mid-air

refueling)  illustrates  a  prioritization  of

aesthetics  over  mission  requirements.  This

trend  extends  to  diplomacy,  where  "flattery

diplomacy" with NATO allies is  collapsing in

favor  of  private  "therapy  sessions" among

European leaders who now view the U.S. as a

potential threat to regional stability.

The  Weaponization  of  Citizenship  and

Identity

The administration's efforts to require proof of

citizenship  for  voting and  its  ongoing  legal

assault  on  birthright  citizenship represent  a

strategic  effort  to  redefine  the  American

electorate.  This  move  is  coupled  with  an

aggressive  expansion  of  ICE  operations,

characterized by quotas and a disregard for

local law enforcement protocols. The subtext
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is the creation of a "favored class" of citizens,

where  access  to  the  ballot  is  restricted  to

those  whose  identity  aligns  with  the

administration's  "America  First"  ideological

framework.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The United States is currently experiencing a

period  of  profound  internal  polarization,

manifesting in a total breakdown of legislative

cooperation and a crisis of institutional trust.

The President's hostile stance toward his own

party's  legislative wins,  such as the housing

bill,  indicates  a  leadership  strategy  that

values  personal  control  over  the  GOP  base

more  than  a  functional  governing  mandate.

This "lame duck" petulance is causing sheer

anger  and  frustration among  Republican

lawmakers  who  fear  their  seats  are  being

sacrificed  for  the  President's  personal

grievances.

Institutional decay is further evidenced by the

McConnell  health  crisis,  which  highlights  a

broader  "gerontocracy"  issue  where  aging

leaders refuse to step aside,  creating power

vacuums  and  hindering  state  capacity.  In

communities like Houston,  the perception of

federal  "stormtroopers"  killing  unarmed

residents is fueling civil unrest and demands

for  local  autonomy  from  federal  overreach.

Public  sentiment  is  shifting,  with  approval

ratings for the President's economic handling

hitting record lows of 33 percent, driven by a

visceral  sense  that  the  wealthy  are  being

favored while ordinary citizens are priced out

of housing and basic necessities.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is being framed as a

hostile threat matrix by the administration,

while  allies  increasingly  view  the  U.S.  as  a

chaotic and unreliable partner. The NATO

alliance  is  undergoing  a  fundamental

"rupture" according to European leaders, who

are now meeting privately to plan for a "de-

Americanized"  defense  architecture.  This

decoupling is visible in Europe's investment in

non-U.S. satellite and messaging platforms to

avoid  being  held  "hostile  slave"  to

unpredictable U.S. shifts.

The U.S. global posture is one of aggressive

but  unfocused  power  projection.  The

resumption  of  the  Iran  war  without  a  clear

strategy  for  victory  or  exit  has  left  the

administration "caught in a bind," having lost

the  ability  to  safely  reopen  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  by  force.  The  framing  of  Middle

Eastern  gifts  (like  the  Qatari  plane)  as

personal honors rather than state assets has

further  degraded  the  U.S.  position,  with

adversaries  like  Iran  viewing  the  internal

political  weakness of  the  President  as  a

strategic opportunity to wait out the current

administration.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The U.S. economy is currently balanced on a

precarious  edge,  characterized  by  soaring

markets  driven  by  artificial  intelligence  (AI)

but grounded in "stagflationary" pressures for

the average consumer. Geopolitical risk in the

Middle  East  has  directly  spiked  oil  prices,

while  proposed  tariffs  threaten  to  further

increase  the  cost  of  imported  goods,

particularly  at  retail  giants  like  Walmart.

Market  sentiment  remains  resilient  but  is
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pricing in significant volatility as the Iran war

shows no signs of resolution.

Key Economic Vectors:

Energy  Costs: Gas  prices  rose  5  cents

overnight to 3.84 per gallon following the

ceasefire  collapse;  86  cents  higher  than

pre-war levels.

Inflation: Expectations  are  at  three-year

highs,  as  labor  markets  show  signs  of

weakening with revised lower job numbers

for April and May.

Housing: Home prices have hit an all-time

high, with the median age for a first-time

buyer rising to 41-42 years old.

Corporate Mergers: The DOJ is reportedly

green-lighting  anti-competitive  mergers

that analysts warn will cause "ten years of

consumer harm" that cannot be undone.

Market  Bubbles: The  Treasury

Department  is  circulating  a  draft  report

warning of a possible AI bubble similar to

the .com collapse of the early 2000s.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  day's  transitions  reveal  a  pattern  of

purging nonpartisan oversight and rewarding

loyalists  with  significant  authority,  often

outside traditional confirmation processes.

Election  Assistance  Commission: The

remaining  three  commissioners  were

effectively  ousted,  leaving  the  agency

headless during a critical election year.

Todd  Blanche: The  Acting  Attorney

General  is  being  pressed  toward

confirmation, despite heavy criticism for his

management of sensitive investigations into

Jeffrey Epstein's files.

Kash Patel: The  FBI  Director's  status  is

described  as  being  on  "borrowed  time"

after being summoned to the White House

following a series of spending scandals and

whistle-blower reports.

Graham  Plattner: The  Democratic

candidate  for  the  Maine  Senate  race  has

officially  withdrawn following  sexual

assault allegations, causing a scramble for

a successor.

Victor Marx: A U.S.  Marine veteran won

the  Republican  nomination for  Colorado

Governor,  despite  a  controversial

background  involving  claims  of  killing

multiple people as a civilian and child.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network's  editorial  posture  is  highly

skeptical  and  defensive  of  institutional

norms.  The  "Lead  Stories"  are  the

decapitation of  the EAC and the collapse of

the Iran ceasefire, both framed as evidence of

an  administration  "flailling"  or  "caught  in  a

bind."  The  emotional  tone  is  fear-inducing

regarding  democratic  erosion,  with

significant  airtime  given  to  the  "Unitary

Executive"  threat  and  the  potential  for  a

"stolen election" narrative to be built through

bureaucratic  manipulation.  "Buried  Stories"

include  details  of  the  ongoing  humanitarian

crisis  in  Gaza  and  specific  developments  in

the  Ukraine-Russia  front,  which  are

mentioned  primarily  in  the  context  of

administration  failures  rather  than  as

standalone reports. A conspicuous omission

is  any  detailed  defense  from  administration

officials,  as  the  reporting  relies  heavily  on

"former"  officials  or  anonymous  sources

within  agencies  like  the  CIA  and  FBI,

suggesting  a  total  breakdown  in
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communications  between  the  executive  and

the reporting network.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day portrays a world where

traditional alliances are being traded for

transactional  vanity,  and  where

authoritarian  tactics are  being  adapted

from  foreign  regimes  to  the  U.S.  federal

system.

COUNTRIES

Iran: Portrayed  as  an  empowered

adversary that  has  "already  won"  by

demonstrating  that  America  lacks  the

stomach for a ground war. Quotes describe

them  as  having  "weaponized  geography"

and  viewing  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  as  a

permanent "ATM machine" for tolls.

Qatar: Framed as a manipulative donor

providing "gifts" that function as a "flying

bribery  palace"  for  the  President,  while

potentially  embedding listening devices in

aircraft provided to the U.S.

Israel: Portrayed as a self-interested ally

that  may  be  using  intelligence  about

assassination  plots  to  "coax  President

Trump  back  into  major  combat" against

Iran.

LEADERS

Donald Trump: Consistently characterized

as  inept  and venal,  prioritizing  "cushier

seats  and  nicer  faucets"  over  national

security.  O'Donnell  notes  he  "has  no  idea

what to do" in a war he started, portraying

him as a "coward" in the face of Putin.

Vladimir Putin: Portrayed as a predatory

manipulator who  thrives  on  the

President's  hallucination  that  they  are

sitting "beside" each other as equals.

Mitch McConnell: Framed as a symptom

of systemic decay,  a  "great  figure"  now

reduced  to  a  mystery  individual  "working

with  staff"  from  a  hospital  bed without

public accountability.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

ICE: Portrayed  as  a  rogue  paramilitary

force or "stormtroopers" that are "gunning

down people in the streets" for no reason

other  than  racial  profiling  and  meeting

quotas.

Sullivan and Cromwell: Characterized as

a  divided elite that  has  "bent  the  knee"

and  crossed  its  own  red  lines  to

accommodate  the  administration's  legal

needs.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The information environment is dominated by

narrative  seeding by  the  administration  to

prepare  the  public  for  election  challenges.

The DOJ letters and the firing of the EAC are

seen as efforts to create a "sense that there

are lots of people illegally voting," which "is

not true," but serves as a pretext for after-the-

fact challenges. This is complemented by "psy-

ops" such as the forced blinds-closed flight on

Air  Force  One,  which  the  administration

claimed  was  a  security  measure  but  critics

labeled "distraction and misdirection."

Censorship  and  information  control  are

evident  in  the  withholding  of  the  "Epstein

Files" and  the  CDC's  refusal  to  publish

vaccine  efficacy  data.  The  delta  between

media spin and ground truth is widest in the

"Freedom  Fuel"  story,  where  the

administration's  claim of  lower  prices at  25

stations  is  contradicted  by  street-level
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imagery  showing  pre-war  prices  were  lower

than the touted "discounted" rates.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Election  Paralysis: If  the  administration

continues  to  withhold  EAC  appointments,

the  2026  midterms  may  lack  a  federal

mechanism  to  mediate  voting  disputes,

leading  to  decentralized  chaos  in  swing

states.

NATO De-coupling: The current "rupture"

suggests that by 2028, European allies will

have  established  a  parallel  defense

architecture,  significantly  reducing  U.S.

influence over continental security matters.

Stagflation  Spiral: The  combination  of

rising fuel costs and new tariffs will likely

lead  to  a  potential  stagflationary

environment similar  to  the  1970s,  which

historically  leads  to  incumbent  losses

regardless of election law manipulation.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a chaotic

primary in Maine as Democrats scramble to

replace Plattner before the July 27th deadline.

Airstrikes  in  Iran  will  likely  intensify  as  the

"technical  talks"  continue  to  fail,  leading  to

further spikes in fuel volatility. Todd Blanche's

confirmation  hearings  will  become  a  focal

point for "Epstein File" disclosures.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The  housing

bill  will  quietly enter into effect tonight, but

its impact will be delayed, potentially allowing

the "affordability hoax" narrative to take root

before  voters  feel  relief.  Implementation  of

the 12.5% tariffs in July will  start impacting

retail prices just as the midterm campaigning

enters its final stage.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  permanent

fencing  around  the  White  House and  the

"Unitary  Executive"  purges  suggest  a

structural  shift  toward  a  more  isolated  and

authoritarian presidency, where public dissent

is  physically  and  bureaucratically  distanced

from the seat of power.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary strategic risk is a systemic failure

of election integrity and public trust during a

period of high economic and military volatility.

Conflict Escalation in the Middle East:

Triggers include a direct  Iranian hit  on a

U.S.  carrier  or  a  successful  assassination

attempt on a senior U.S. official; Likelihood:

Moderate-High;  Impact:  Massive—

Regional  war  necessitating  U.S.  ground

intervention;  Mitigations:  Restoring  the

MOU or  establishing  a  new de-confliction

channel beyond "technical talks."

Collapse  of  Election  Administrative

Authority: Triggers  include  a  refusal  of

state  secretaries  to  comply  with  DHS/

FEMA  "loyalty"  funding  requirements;

Likelihood: High; Impact: Severe—Multiple

states  without  certified voting systems by

November;  Mitigations:  Judicial

intervention to stay DHS funding threats.

AI  Market  Bubble  Burst: Triggers

include  Treasury's  release  of  the  full  "AI

Bubble"  report  or  a  major  tech  default;

Likelihood: Moderate; Impact: Economic—

Total  loss  of  market  gains  seen  in

2025-2026,  leading  to  deep  recession;

Mitigations: Gradual regulatory re-coupling

of  tech  valuations  to  physical

infrastructure.
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Institutional  Whistle-blower  Purge:

Triggers  include  the  mass  revocation  of

security  clearances  by  DNI  Gabbard;

Likelihood:  Guaranteed;  Impact:

Governance—A "traumatized"  and  blinded

intelligence  community  unable  to  predict

foreign  moves;  Mitigations:  Congressional

oversight hearings with subpoena power.

Civil Unrest over ICE Fatalities: Triggers

include  the  deportation  of  the  Houston

witnesses  or  another  fatal  "self-defense"

vehicle shooting; Likelihood: High; Impact:

Social—Widespread  protests  in  Latino

communities across the South; Mitigations:

Immediate  independent  DOJ  probe into

Houston shooting.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcasts  fail  to  detail  the  exact

status of the 67 billion dollar defense

supplemental—specifically  whether  a

discharge petition is viable in the House.

There is a lack of perspective from voters

in  red  states regarding  the  "Freedom

Fuel" network; only critical viewpoints from

the Philly/NJ area were featured.

The  medical  specifics  of  Senator

McConnell are entirely speculative; there

is  no  verification  of  whether  he  is

"conscious" or "on a ventilator."

The  environmental  impact of  the  Iran

bombing  campaign—specifically  the

targeting of infrastructure that could cause

long-term pollution—is ignored in favor of

gas price reporting.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Strategic  Incompetence  Hypothesis:

The  administration's  "failures,"  such  as  the

Qatari plane security lapse and the refusal to

sign  popular  bills,  are  not  errors  but

intentional efforts to demoralize the civil

service and  the  moderate  electorate,

facilitating a shift toward a purely base-driven

governance model where "winning" is defined

only by personal survival and the purging of

enemies.

The  NATO Exit  Trap: European  "  therapy

sessions" are actually monitored by loyalist

intelligence  agents,  and  the  President  is

intentionally pushing allies to decouple so he

can  justify  a  total  U.S.  withdrawal  from the

alliance,  claiming  they  have  "betrayed"

America by building their own systems.

Black  Swan  Event: A  synchronized

cyberattack  on  state  voter  registration

files occurs  in  October  2026,  and  with  the

EAC headless, there is no federal authority to

declare  the  systems  safe,  allowing  the

administration  to  postpone  elections

indefinitely  under  a  national  security

emergency invoking foreign interference.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: State  election  officials  must

establish  independent,  cross-state

communication networks to  bypass  the

crippled federal agencies.

Economic: Lawmakers should prepare for

a  legislative  override of  any  potential

"pocket  veto"  on  future  affordability

legislation  to  demonstrate  governance

capacity.
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Diplomatic: Career  diplomats  should

maintain  sub-cabinet  level  ties  with

NATO allies to  preserve  some degree  of

operational  continuity  despite  executive

rupture.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain: Firms should diversify away

from Middle Eastern routes immediately, as

the  "hot  peace"  ensures  high  volatility in

the  Strait  of  Hormuz  for  the  foreseeable

future.

Regulatory  Compliance: Companies

should  not  rely  on  current  "green-lit"

mergers;  a  change in House control in

November  could  lead  to  retrospective

Benghazi-style  hearings  and  legal

reversals.

Capital  Allocation: Hedges  should  be

placed against a significant correction in

AI valuations if Treasury's bubble warning

materializes into formal policy.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Congressional  activity  is  defined  by  a  deep

partisan  divide,  where  landmark  bipartisan

bills  are being held hostage to controversial

voting restrictions and administration loyalty

tests.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

21st  Century  Road  to  Housing  Act:

Landmark  bipartisan  bill  to  improve

affordability,  curb  corporate  home

purchases,  and  speed  environmental

reviews.  Intent:  Reduce  housing  costs.

Status: Becoming law without presidential

signature.

SAVE  America  Act: A  voter  ID  bill

requiring documentary proof of citizenship.

Intent:  Restrict  voter  registration.  Status:

Stalled in the Senate.

Epstein  Files  Transparency  Act: Law

requiring the release of documents. Status:

Admin accused of non-compliance through

over-redaction.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Todd  Blanche  Confirmation: Scheduled

for  next  week.  Focus:  Alleged  illegal

redaction of files to protect the President.

Houston  DA  Presser: Local  officials

demanding  federal  cooperation  in  the

Salgado shooting investigation.

Trump  NATO  Presser: President

denigrating  U.S.  election  integrity on  the

global stage and discussing threats to his

life.

KEY STORIES

The EAC Purge: President Trump fired the

remaining  commissioners of  the  Election

Assistance  Commission,  effectively

disabling the only federal agency dedicated

to  election  administration  just  months

before midterms.

Iran War Resumption: After a brief and

failed  ceasefire,  the  U.S.  military  struck

170+  targets  in  Iran following  Iranian

attacks on shipping in the Strait of Hormuz.

The Qatari  Vanity  Plane Scandal: New

reports reveal Trump swapped his "gifted"

luxury jet for an older Air Force One due to

security  concerns,  after  $1  billion  was

allegedly spent on a deficient retrofit.
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Houston  ICE  Shooting: Mass  protests

erupted in Houston after ICE agents killed

Lorenzo  Salgado  Araujo,  an  unarmed

father, during what was reportedly a case

of mistaken identity.

Maine Senate Race Scramble: Democrat

Graham  Plattner  officially  withdrew from

the Maine Senate race amid sexual assault

allegations, leaving the party less than 20

days to find a candidate to challenge Susan

Collins.

The  Housing  Bill  Protest: President

Trump refused  to  sign  the  21st  Century

Road to Housing Act, calling it a "yawn"

as he held it hostage to demand passage of

the SAFE Act.

CIA Workplace Survey Scandal: Internal

reports  show  analysts  feel  pressured  by

DNI Gabbard to reach politically preferred

outcomes  regarding  gang  threats  and

deportations.

The McConnell Health Mystery: Senator

Mitch McConnell has been hospitalized for

nearly a month without a public update on

his  condition,  fueling  rumors  about  his

capacity to serve.

Freedom  Fuel  Gimmick: The

administration  touted  25  gas  stations  in

Philly/NJ  offering  lower  prices,  though

street-view  data  shows  prices  are  still

significantly higher than pre-war averages.

RFK Jr's Public Health Purge: The HHS

Secretary has suspended scientific advisory

panels and  blocked  COVID  research  data

from publication.

FBI  Director  Patel  Spending  Probe:

Senator Grassley has joined Democrats in

demanding receipts for Kash Patel's luxury

travel and "VIP snorkeling" excursions.

Sullivan  and  Cromwell  Internal  Rift:

Partners  at  the elite  law firm are divided

over representing the President in his high-

profile criminal and civil appeals.

Victor  Marx  Controversy: The  Colorado

Republican  nominee  for  Governor  faces

intense  scrutiny over  claims  that  he  has

killed people as a civilian and child.

Assassination  Plot  Warnings: Israel

reportedly  informed  the  U.S.  of  a  "fresh

plot"  by  Iran to  kill  the  President,

prompting  heightened  security  measures

during his international travel.

NATO Allied Rupture: European leaders

are meeting in "safe space" councils to plan

a defense strategy that doesn't rely on the

"unreliable" United States.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260710_090000_Way_Too_Early_With_Ali_Vitali
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260710_230000_The_Weeknight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260710_200000_Deadline_White_House
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260710_200000_Deadline_White_House
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260710_160000_On_the_Line_With_Alicia_Menendez
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260710_070000_All_in_With_Chris_Hayes
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260710_070000_All_in_With_Chris_Hayes
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260710_100000_Morning_Joe


and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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