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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE ERA OF MOJTABA KHAMENEI BEGINS:

Regional Brinkmanship & End of US-Iran Ceasefire

\_ > \xDAY-AT-A-GLANCE: July 11,2026 — A Seismic Shift

Death of Ali Khamenei marks transition.
Mojtaba Khamenei formalizes succession amid
imminent conflict. US (Trump) terminates ceasefire,
issues Strait of Hormuz ultimatum after Iranian
strikes. Mediators (Qatar, Oman, Egypt) scramble.
US precision strikes on 80+ Iranian targets. Domestic

IRANIAN LEADERSHIP
SUCCESSION &

COLLAPSE OF US-IRAN
DE-ESCALATION &
ECONOMIC DECAPITATION

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY
TR

« Mojtaba Khamenei consolidates
power, emphasizes 'blood vengeance’
& hereditary rule.

« State rhetoric radicalizes to
silence dissent.

« Brutal crackdown continues six
months after protests.

Lawyers & artists arrested.

* Deep delta between official

mourning & societal fractures.

ARMED CONFLICT
& MILITARIZATION

* Hyper-mobilization.

« US positions missiles; Iran
repairs bases (Natanz, Isfahan).

« IRGC ‘rogue elements’ attack
commercial ships.

 US ‘maximum pressure’ returns,
citing assassination plots.

DEEP DIVE:
TRENDS & THEMES

Weaponization of Succession:
‘Vengeance’ narrative bypasses
politics.

Economic Decoupling: Targeting
personal wealth of leadership to
prevent elite loyalty buy-in.

End of Ambiguity: US shifts casus
belli to ‘state-sponsored
assassination’ & maritime
interference.

unrest & financial decapitation underway. Regional
crisis with mass Afghan expulsion from Pakistan.

STRAIT OF HORMUZ ULTIMATUM
& ENERGY CRISIS

US Deadline: Iran must open Strait or face
destruction of missile bases. Traffic at
minimum. Oman proposes separate lanes.
Global energy market pricing in closure risk.
Commercial shipping at three-day low.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& RISK ASSESSMENT

Short Term: Qil price spike, US naval
escorts, potential domestic unrest.

Medium Term: Mojtaba faces IRGC
challenges, Pakistan expulsion expand

Long Term: Potential shift to
Military-Clerical Hereditary Monarch

Risks: High risk of Global Naval War;
Moderate risks of Leadership Purge,
Afghan Border Conflict, Financial
Contagion; Low but rising Nuclear
Escalation.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

vos- e

« Trump: ‘Ceasefire is over.

« Shift from containment to direct
confrontation.

« US strategy focuses on financial
decapitation. Treasury sanctions
Ali Ansari & exchanges
as Khamenei family conduits.

« Asset freezes to cripple regime’s
global wealth networks.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS
& GLOBAL POSTURE

« Region as ‘hostile threat matri
« Oman hosts secret talks for shipping.

« Pakistan expels 20,000 Afghans
(humanitarian crisis).

 Russia maintains footprint at
Bushehr but evacuates personnel.

« nternational system sees Iran as
‘trapped but dangerous.’

RECOMMENDATIONS
& KEY STORIES

| Statecraft: Maritime exclusion zone,
: diplomatic contact with Mojtaba,

humanitarian aid for Afghanistan.
Private Sector: Divest from exposed
regional banking, re-route maritime
logistics, hedge against energy

- volatility.

Key Stories: Khamenei Succession,

Strait Ultimatum, Ansari Sanctions,

Pakistan Expulsions, Domestic

Crackdown, Bushehr Status,
i Afghan Health Crisis.

US (Dominant, Aggressive) vs. IRAN (Mourning, Vengeful, Paralyzed).
Mediators (Oman: Principled), Regional Actors (Pakistan: Ruthless).
Information Warfare: Iran seeds ‘hereditary’ narrative; US reveals leadership wealth.
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THE ERA OF MOJTABA KHAMENEI
BEGINS AMID REGIONAL
BRINKMANSHIP AND THE END OF
THE US-IRAN CEASEFIRE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 11, 2026, marks a seismic shift in Middle
Eastern geopolitics following the death of
Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and the
formalization of Mojtaba Khamenei’s
succession. The transition occurs under a
cloud of imminent military conflict, as Donald
Trump has declared the unofficial ceasefire
between the United States and Iran
terminated. This declaration follows recent
Iranian strikes on commercial shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz, prompting a U.S. ultimatum
for Iran to guarantee the safety of the
waterway by the end of the day or face
massive retaliatory strikes. Mediators from
Qatar, Oman, and Egypt are frantically
attempting to de-escalate the situation, even
as U.S. forces have already conducted
precision strikes against 80 targets within
Iran.

Domestically, the new Iranian leadership is
projecting a narrative of "vengence" for the
"martyrdom" of the elder Khamenei, while

simultaneously grappling with the aftermath
of massive civil unrest. The U.S. Treasury has
moved to decapitate the new leadership's
financial networks, specifically sanctioning Ali
Ansari and several exchanges alleged to be
the financial brokers for Mojtaba Khamenei.
Regionally, the instability is compounded by a
migration crisis as Pakistan begins the forced
expulsion of 20,000 Afghan refugees, further
straining a region already reeling from the
convergence of leadership transitions and the
brink of total war.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Iranian Leadership Succession: The
conclusion of a seven-day mourning period
for Ali Khamenei has solidified Mojtaba
Khamenei's role as the de facto successor,
with  state emphasizing his
commitment to "blood vengeance" against
U.S. and Israeli actors.

media

* Collapse of U.S.-Iran De-escalation:
Trump’s public statement that the
"ceasefire is over" signals a return to
"maximum pressure" or direct Kkinetic
engagement, specifically citing Iranian
assassination plots and naval aggression as
the triggers.

* Strait of Hormuz Ultimatum: The U.S.
has issued a deadline for Iran to open the
Strait to commercial traffic, proposing
separate shipping lanes via Oman, while
threatening to destroy thousands of Iranian
missiles if the ultimatum is ignored.

Targeted Financial Decapitation: The
U.S. Department of Justice and Treasury
have identified Ali Ansari and several
Iranian exchanges as the primary financial
conduits for the Khamenei family's global
assets, moving to freeze these funds to
cripple the new regime.
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* Afghan Migration Crisis: Pakistan has
initiated the first phase of expelling
undocumented Afghan migrants, with
20,000 people currently being removed
from Peshawar, creating a humanitarian
crisis on the Afghan border.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The region
is currently in a state of hyper-mobilization.
U.S. forces have positioned missiles ready to
strike "thousands" of Iranian targets, while
Iran has reportedly begun repairing and re-
arming its missile bases at Natanz and Isfahan
following recent U.S. and Israeli air strikes.
The subtext of the broadcasts suggests that
the IRGC is operating with "rogue elements"

that have attacked three commercial ships,

complicating diplomatic efforts.

Diplomacy & Statecraft Oman has emerged
as a critical node, hosting secret trilateral
talks with Iranian and Qatari officials to
establish emergency shipping protocols.
However, the Iranian side appears paralyzed
by internal factionalism, with negotiators
reportedly needing to refer back to Tehran for
every minor detail, suggesting a lack of

authority among the diplomats.

Critical Infrastructure Security Iran's

energy infrastructure is under direct threat,
with reports of a fire at a small refinery in Pol-
e Dokhtar and heightened concerns over the
security of the Strait of Hormuz, where traffic
has dropped to minimum levels due to the
threat of missile and drone attacks.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance The
transition to Mojtaba Khamenei is being
framed through a religious and "hereditary"
lens, with some scholars arguing for a shift
from r licanism
succession. This move is met with skepticism

imamate-styl

and internal dissent, as various factions within
the Iranian establishment struggle to define
their role in the new hierarchy.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Succession
Narratives The death of Ali Khamenei has not
led to a cooling of tensions but rather a
radicalization @ of state rhetoric. @ The
"vengence" theme is being used to bypass the
traditional political process, allowing Mojtaba
Khamenei to consolidate power under a
wartime mandate. This is a strategic pivot
designed to silence domestic opposition by
framing all dissent as treason against the
mourning nation.

Economic Decoupling and Asset Freezing
The U.S. strategy appears focused on
"financial decapitation" rather than just
regime change. By identifying the financial
brokers of the Khamenei family, the U.S. is
signaling to global markets that the Iranian
state’s personal wealth is now a target, likely
to prevent the new leader from buying the
loyalty of the IRGC and other elite cadres.

The End of Ambiguity in U.S. Policy
Trump's abandonment of the ceasefire and the
issuance of a hard deadline for the Strait of
Hormuz indicates a shift from containment to
direct confrontation. The U.S. is no longer
using the nuclear program as its primary
casus belli, but rather "state-sponsored
assassination plots" and maritime
interference, which have broader
international legal resonance.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran is currently a nation under siege from
within. Six months after the "Dey" (January)
protests, the state continues a brutal
crackdown, with lawyers in Shiraz and high-
profile actresses like Elnaz Shakerdoost being
arrested or summoned to court. The
broadcasts reveal a deep delta between the
"official mourning" for Khamenei and the
ongoing judicial persecution of those seeking
justice for the hundreds killed in recent
protests. The government mandate is
increasingly reliant on the IRGC’s "rogue"
naval actions to maintain a sense of national
purpose, suggesting that external aggression
is a survival strategy to distract from domestic

collapse.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is being framed as a
"hostile threat matrix" for Iran, with even its
traditional partners like Oman pushing for
international  shipping compliance over
Iranian sovereignty. Pakistan’s sudden and
aggressive move to expel Afghan refugees
reflects a broader shift in the region where
neighboring states are prioritizing their own
security and demography over regional
solidarity. Russia’s involvement in the Bushehr
nuclear plant, despite U.S. strikes, suggests
Moscow is maintaining its footprint but

evacuating non-essential personnel, indicating

a lack of confidence in Iranian stability.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Iranian economy is facing a "perfect
storm" of sanctions, asset freezes, and the
threat of war. The U.S. Treasury’s focus on the

financial exchanges used by the leadership is
a move to trigger a currency collapse by

cutting off the regime's access to the informal
"Hawala" networks. Globally, the energy
market is pricing in the risk of a Strait of
Hormuz closure, with commercial shipping

traffic already at a three-day low.

* U.S. Sanctions: Targets include eight
individuals and six companies, notably Ali
Ansari, owner of the now-troubled Bank
Ayandeh.

* Asset Recovery: The U.S. DQJ is pursuing
Khamenei family assets through
connections to Mohammad Darbani and
Mohsen Khandan.

e Commodities: Iran has cancelled oil
export permits for certain entities following
U.S. regulatory changes.

Regional Aid: The WHO reports a budget
shortfall leading to the closure of 150

Afghan health centers, signaling a broader

regional economic contraction.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The Iranian leadership is undergoing its most
significant = reorganization  since 1989,
characterized by a move toward a more
hereditary and militarized structure.

* Mojtaba Khamenei: Has emerged as the
supreme decision-maker, issuing written
directives and vowing revenge for his
father, signaling a shift toward more direct,
personal rule.

* Ali Ansari: Once a powerful banker, he has
been cast as a financial criminal by the
U.S., signaling the erosion of the regime's
traditional financial elite.
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* Donald Trump: His aggressive stance and
abandonment of the ceasefire have
positioned him as the primary external
antagonist, driving the current regional
escalation.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The lead stories are overwhelmingly focused
on the U.S.-Iran military brinkmanship and
the Strait of Hormuz crisis. The mourning
for Ali Khamenei is treated with a skeptical,
analytic tone, focusing more on the Mojtaba
succession and the financial networks
supporting it rather than the religious
ceremony itself. Buried stories include the
WHO health crisis in Afghanistan and the
Spanish forest fires, which are overshadowed
by the threat of global war. Conspicuous
omissions include any detailed mention of the
current status of the Iranian nuclear program
beyond facility repairs, or any official Iranian
counter-argument to the U.S. DQJ’s
embezzlement claims against Ali Ansari.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts frame the current situation as
a fracturing multipolar arena where the U.S.
is exerting "strong but chaotic" leadership,
while Iran is portrayed as a "trapped but
dangerous" actor.

* Iran: Portrayed as mourning and vengeful.
Leaders are described as "paralyzed by
detail" in negotiations at secret trilateral
talks but aggressive in their public naval
maneuvers.

* United States: Framed as the dominant,
aggressive power. Trump is characterized
as "terminating the peace" and issuing non-

negotiable ultimatums.

* Oman: Portrayed as a '"principled
mediator," trying to carve out separate
shipping lanes to prevent a global energy
Ccrisis.

* Pakistan: Framed as a "ruthless regional
actor," expelling Afghans as a demographic
rity m re.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The Iranian state is aggressively seeding a
"meta-narrative" of hereditary succession as a
religious duty, using the Imamate concept to
justify Mojtaba’s rise. Simultaneously, the U.S.
is conducting a psychological operation by
revealing the personal wealth networks of the
leadership to delegitimize the new Supreme
Leader. There is a clear delta between the
media "spin" in Tehran, which claims the
people are "united in mourning," and the
reality of continued arrests of civil rights
defenders, indicating deep societal fractures.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Strait of Hormuz will likely see a
kinetic engagement within 24-48 hours if
the U.S. deadline passes without an explicit

guarantee of safety.

* The Mojtaba Khamenei regime will likely
face an immediate liquidity crisis as U.S.
sanctions target the exchanges that
support the IRGC’s overseas operations.

* Regional migration tensions will escalate as
Afghanistan struggles to absorb the 20,000
expellees from Pakistan, potentially leading
to border skirmishes.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a sharp
spike in oil prices and a probable U.S. naval
operation to escort tankers through the Strait.
Iranian domestic unrest may reignite as the
mourning period ends and the reality of new
sanctions sets in.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Mojtaba
Khamenei will likely face a challenge from
IRGC ‘"rogue elements" or old-guard
politicians who oppose the heredi
transition. Pakistan may expand its expulsion
policy, leading to a humanitarian catastrophe
on the Afghan border.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Iranian state
may structurally shift from an Islamic
Republic toward a military-clerical
hereditary monarchy, fundamentally
altering the ‘"republican" veneer of the
post-1979 order.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Global Naval War: Triggered by the
expiration of the U.S. deadline for the Strait
of Hormuz. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Catastrophic for global energy and trade.
Mitigation: Immediate trilateral agreement
on neutral shipping lanes.

e Iranian Leadership Purge: As Mojtaba
Khamenei consolidates power, he may
target wealthy bankers like Ansari to seize
assets. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Internal elite instability. Mitigation: None
possible for external actors.

« Afghan Border Conflict: Pakistan’s
expulsion of undocumented migrants could
spark clashes with the Taliban. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Regional humanitarian
crisis. Mitigation: International funding for
refugee settlement.

* Financial Contagion: U.S. sanctions on
Iranian money exchanges could impact
regional remittance flows in the UAE and
Hong Kong. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Disruptions to regional retail banking.
Mitigation: Carve-outs for humanitarian
remittances.

* Nuclear Escalation: Iranian repairs at
Natanz and Isfahan could be a prelude to a
rapid dash for a weapon. Likelihood: Low
but rising. Impact: Nuclear proliferation in
the Middle East. Mitigation: Urgent
resumption of the P5+1 dialogue.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The exact cause of Ali Khamenei's death is
not detailed, leading to rumors that the
U.S./Israel may have been involved.

e The status of the Iranian nuclear stockpile
is omitted, despite reports of facility repairs
and re-arming.

* The response of the Iranian military
(Artesh) to Mojtaba Khamenei's rise is
unclear; the focus remains entirely on the
IRGC naval actions.

* The economic impact on Hong Kong and
UAE firms linked to Iranian exchanges has
not been quantified.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Rogue Flements" are the State:
The U.S. claim that "rogue elements" are
attacking ships may be a diplomatic fiction
to allow the Iranian leadership an "off-
ramp" to avoid total war. If these elements
are actually directed by the IRGC high
command, the U.S. strategy of limited
retaliation will fail.
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* Mojtaba as a Reformer?: While his
current rhetoric is aggressive, Mojtaba's
linkage to lobal
through Ansari could indicate a desire to
eventually normalize relations to protect
family assets, once his power is secure.

financial network

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Establish a maritime exclusion zone around

the Strait of Hormuz to prevent further
 Initiate immediate diplomatic contact with
Mojtaba Khamenei to test his will for
negotiation versus his public rhetoric of
vengeance.

* Provide humanitarian aid to Afghanistan to

manage the influx of expelled migrants

from Pakistan.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Divest from regional banking entities in the
UAE and Hong Kong that have exposure to
* Re-route all maritime logistics around the

Cape of Good Hope until the Strait of
Hormuz ultimatum is resolved.

* Hedge against energy price volatility, as a
Strait closure will likely lead to an oil price
shock.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Current policy focuses on the termination of
the wunofficial U.S.-Iran ceasefire and the
enforcement of the rai f Hormuz
ultimatum. The U.S. DOJ has issued a formal
statement regarding the embezzlement and

financial networks of Ali Ansari and Mojtaba
Khamenei.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: U.S.
Treasury Sanctions Package July 2026
(Strategic intent: Financial decapitation of
the Khamenei successor).

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Iraqi-
Omani trilateral press event (Topic: Strait
of Hormuz safety protocols); Trump Social
Media Statement (Topic: Termination of the
U.S.-Iran ceasefire).

KEY STORIES

* Khamenei Succession and Vengeance
Rhetoric: Mojtaba Khamenei formally
takes over as the second leader's mourning

ends, vowing revenge against the U.S. for
his father's death.

* U.S. Ultimatum on the Strait of
Hormuz: Trump declares the ceasefire
over and gives Iran a one-day deadline to
secure the Strait or face destruction of its
missile bases.

* U.S. Treasury Sanctions on Ali Ansari:
Identification of Ansari and money
exchanges as the primary financial conduits
for the Khamenei family's global assets.

* Pakistan Expels Afghans: The first
20,000 of undocumented Afghan migrants
expelled from Peshawar as part of a new

Pakistani security policy.

e Iranian Domestic Crackdown: Continued
arrests of lawyers and summonings of
actress Elnaz Shakerdoost six months after
major protests.

* Bushehr Nuclear Facility Status: Russia
resumes work at the plant despite U.S. air
strikes and
personnel.

recent evacuations of
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* Afghan Health Crisis: WHO reports 150
health centers closed due to a budget crisis
and lack of international support.

* Deepfake and AI Threats to Children:
U.S. and UK issue warnings against posting
children's photos to prevent Al-generated

pornographic abuse.

* Spanish Forest Fires and Cuba Energy
Crisis: Spanish emergency services
struggle with wildfires, while Cuba suffers
its fourth blackout in a week.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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