TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
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Peak Load Amidst Heatwave. Grid strained; conservation urged.
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RESOURCE RESILIENCE & DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY :
(JULY 2026 REPORT) =

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: CONVERGING CHALLENGES, MODERNIZING RESPONSE
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‘Strategic Choice’ of Large-Scale

Water scarcity drives policy.

Seawater Desalination. The administration leverages
technological ‘wins' to combat
bureaucratic inertia and project a
responsive state capable of

navigating 21st-century complexities,
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ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION:
Gara Djebilet Railway for mineral
export. Argan tree cultivation pilot
in Mostaganem for desertification
control & new economy.
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INFORMATION WARFARE & DOMESTIC THREATS:

Rumor control (e.g., 'Watermelon Crisis') & MAK cell arrests
(Tizi Ouzou) with alleged external ties. State vigilance high.

MACROECONOMIC MODERNIZATION:
Bank of Algeria allows Digital Foreign Currency Travel
Allowances (750 Euros) to formalize exchange.
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ALGERIA: STABLE REGIONAL LEADER MOROCCO: ADVERSARIAL PORTRAYAL

DUAL-TRACK
FOREIGN POLICY:
Projecting regional

leadership while

maintaining a
highly adversarial,
‘defensive’ stance
against Morocco.
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engagement (UN, African Union).
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Positioning as sophisticated hub.

Framed as suffering sgstemic collapse, ‘arhitrary'
actions, & external subversion. Justifies Algeria's
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W defensive posture & military vigilance.
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INTENSIFIED DIGITAL SURVEILLANCE: Expanding portals may lead to } "
unprecedented data collection and centralized social control mechanisms. ‘h
WATER-ENERGY NEXUS RISK: Reliance on desalination creates a {'g
feedback loop; high energy demand creates a feedback loop; high i,q
energy demand for water increases grid vulnerability to heat. RISK ASSESSMENT SUMMARY Ak
REGIONAL MILITARIZATION POTENTIAL: Continued linkage of R e e ?!§
domestic dissent to external foes suggests preparation for potential Escalation with Morocco, bl
border escalation. Market Destabilization (| formation). s
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ALGERIA PRIORITIZES RESOURCE
RESILIENCE AND DIGITAL
GOVERNANCE AMID RECORD
ENERGY DEMAND AND REGIONAL
TENSIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Algerian state apparatus on July 13, 2026,
focused heavily on demonstrating institutional
competence in the face of converging
environmental and logistical challenges. The
government is prioritizing a strategic shift
toward digital sovereignty, characterized by
the wholesale migration of administrative
services—ranging from university enrollment
to judicial records—onto integrated national
platforms. This digital push is framed not only
as an efficiency measure but as a core
component of national sovereignty and a
tool to combat bureaucratic inertia and
disinformation. The administration is actively
leveraging these technological "wins" to
project an image of a modernizing, responsive
state capable of navigating the complexities of
the 21st century.

Simultaneously, the country is grappling with
an acute climate crisis, highlighted by record-
breaking electricity demand exceeding 21,300

MW and a chronic "hydric stress" that has
forced water desalination to the forefront of
national security policy. The state media's
narrative carefully balances these domestic
challenges with reports of military success
against cross-border smuggling and the
neutralization of domestic terrorist -cells,
specifically targeting the MAK (Movement for
the Autonomy of Kabylia). Externally, Algeria
is positioning itself as a regional leader
through cultural diplomacy, such as the
African University Theatre Festival, while
maintaining a highly adversarial posture
toward Morocco, which 1is portrayed as
suffering from systemic collapse and "Zionist"
subversion.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Critical Energy and Water
Infrastructure Security: State energy
company Sonelgaz recorded a record
electricity demand of 21,378 MW during a
severe heatwave, prompting official calls
for energy conservation and the promotion
of new desalination projects as a "strategic
choice" for national survival.

* Acceleration of Digital Transformation:
The government launched a massive
campaign to promote the "Their Digital
Service" portal, integrating 21 major
administrative services to reduce
bureaucracy and enhance digital
sovereignty in public administration.

* Counter-Terrorism and Border Security
Operations: The National People's Army
(ANP) dismantled a six-person terrorist cell
linked to the MAK in Tizi Ouzou, including
four individuals allegedly residing illegally
in Algeria with Moroccan ties, while seizing
significant quantities of narcotics along the
western borders.
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* Hydrocarbon Sector Leadership
Reshuffle: Minister of Energy Mohamed
Arkab oversaw the installation of
Abdelkader Sharfaui as the new head of
the national agency for hydrocarbon
valorization, signaling a shift in the

strategic management of oil and gas
resources.

* Systemic Critique of Morocco: State
media aired extensive reports on socio-
economic instability in Morocco, focusing
on forced evictions and demolitions in
Casablanca (Hasara district) and framing
the Moroccan state's actions as arbitrary
n ressive.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy & Critical Minerals

* The government is accelerating the Gara
Djebilet railway project, intended to link
the mining sector in the west to Bachar and
Oran, facilitating mineral exports.

e Installation of new leadership at the
national agency for hydrocarbon
valorization (replacing Samir Berti) to

strengthen energy security and investment

attractiveness.
Climate & Extreme Weather

» Algeria is facing a "hydric stress" reality,
necessitating a transition to large-scale
desalination of seawater as a permanent
solution to irregular precipitation.

* Severe heatwaves drove temperatures up
to 49 degrees Celsius in the Sahara,
straining the national power grid to its
limits.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

e The Ministry of Interior issued a
categorical denial of rumors circulating on
social media regarding the "unfitness for
consumption" of watermelons, labeling
these as false information intended to harm

the national economy.

Intensified narrative efforts to link
domestic dissent (MAK) with external
"Zionist" and Moroccan influences to

consolidate domestic support.
Macroeconomics & Trade

* New regulations from the Bank of Algeria
allow for foreign currency travel
allowances (750 Euros) to be managed via
digital bank cards, aiming to formalize
exchange processes and modernize
financial transactions.

* Successful experimental harvests of argan

trees in Mostaganem are being promoted
agricultural pillar for
desertification control and export potential.

as a new

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Technocratic Consolidation

Digitization

through

The Algerian government is utilizing the
digital transformation as a mechanism for
both administrative efficiency and political
control. By centralizing services like
university enrollment (via the "Progres"
platform) and judicial records onto national
portals, the state aims to eliminate the
"middleman" of local bureaucracy, which is
often a source of friction and corruption. This
digital migration is framed as a matter of
"digital sovereignty," suggesting a desire to
insulate the Algerian administrative state
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from external tech dependencies while
enhancing its ability to monitor and manage
its citizenry.

Resource Nationalism and Climate

Adaptation

The twin pressures of record-breaking heat
and chronic water scarcity have moved
resource security to the top of the internal
security agenda. The framing of desalination
as a "strategic choice" rather than a mere
infrastructure project highlights the
government's recognition that traditional
water sources are no longer reliable. The
state's pride in managing the peak electricity
demand of 21GW indicates a sensitive focus
on grid stability as a pillar of social order,
particularly during summer months when
heat-related outages could trigger unrest.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Algerian state appears to be in a high-
alert posture regarding domestic threats and
public sentiment. The arrest of a MAK cell in
Tizi Ouzou, allegedly involving individuals
with Moroccan ties, serves to reinforce the
narrative that domestic opposition is not
organic but a product of external
subversion. This "outside agitator" narrative
is crucial for maintaining regime legitimacy in
the face of economic pressures. Furthermore,
the swift debunking of agricultural rumors
(the '"watermelon crisis") suggests the
government is highly sensitive to social
media-driven panics that could destabilize
food markets. The state is also carefully
managing youth sentiment through the
modernization of th niversi nrollmen
process, attempting to demonstrate a
frictionless transition into higher education
for the new generation.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Algeria is projecting a dual-track foreign
policy: regional cultural leader and aggressive
rival. The hosting of the African University
Theatre Festival and participation in the UN
sustainable development forum in New York
are designed to showcase Algeria as a
sophisticated, culturally  vibrant  state
integrated into the international system.
Conversely, the portrayal of the "outside
world"—specifically Morocco—is relentlessly
negative. Morocco is framed as a chaotic and
failing state that has compromised its
sovereignty through "Zionist" alliances. This
adversarial framing is used to justify Algeria's
high defense spending and military vigilance,
portraying the state as a necessary bulwark
against regional anarchy.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic focus is on resource
diversification and financial modernization.
The state is attempting to move beyond pure
hydrocarbon dependence by promoting high-
value agriculture (Argan trees) and
streamlining the financial sector through
digital currency allowances for travelers.
However, the record energy demand
highlights the high cost of maintaining
domestic stability during climate extremes.

* Energy Demand Peak: National power
grid reached a record peak of 21,378 MW
at 3:30 PM on July 13.

* Travel Allowance Regulation: Bank of
Algeria set the maximum foreign exchange
allowance for residents at 750 Euros, now
accessible via digital bank cards.
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* Infrastructure Investment: Continued
focus on the Gara Djebilet mining railway
and the modernization of the Port of
Annaba to maritime trade
capacity.

* Agriculture: Successful harvest of 420kg
of greenhouse-grown Argan products in
Stidia (Mostaganem) as part of a pilot

program to expand the argan oil industry.

increase

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts in the hydrocarbon sector
indicate a desire to refresh the management
of the state's most critical economic engine
amid evolving global energy markets.

* Abdelkader Sharfaui: Installed as the
new President of the National Agency for
Hydrocarbon Valorization (ALNAFT),
replacing Samir Berti. This shift is

strategically  aimed at  accelerating
investment and modernizing resource
management.

* Sarah Chacour: Recognized as a director
within the digital media space, reflecting a

trend of promoting younger technocratic

talent in state-aligned institutions.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Canal Algérie’s editorial hierarchy is
dominated by state-led modernization and
security narratives. The lead stories focus
on the digital transformation of the university
system and administrative
portraying a state that is high-tech and
citizen-focused. Significant airtime is also
dedicated to the National People's Army
(ANP) and its border security successes. A
conspicuous "buried" story is the deeper
socio-economic toll of the current heatwave

services,

on the average citizen, which is instead
reframed as a success story of grid
management. The emotional tone is
nationalistic and reassuring, emphasizing that
the state is "always with you" (as seen in the
Coast Guard and Digital Portal coverage).

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's reporting centers on a binary
worldview: Algerian stability and modernism
versus Moroccan chaos and subversion.
International organizations (UN) are framed
as platforms for Algerian leadership, while
regional neighbors are often depicted through
a lens of suspicion or paternalistic critique.

* Algeria: Portrayed as strong, stable, and
technologically advanced. Quotes
describe it as "a reliable partner and a
leading player in energy markets" and a
state achieving "digital sovereignty."

* Morocco: Characterized as a weak, chaotic
"Marzen" state that violates human rights.
Coverage focuses on citizens "deprived of
livelihoods" and "arbitrary operations" of
demolition, implicitly linking this to Zionist
influence.

* Mozambique: Framed as a strategic
partner in the transport sector, with
Minister Joao Matlombe’s visit used to
highlight Algeria’s role as a regional
diplomatic and economic hub.

* MAK (Movement for the Autonomy of
Kabylia): Defined strictly as a "terrorist
movement" and a tool of external
subversion, particularly Moroccan
intelligence.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The state media is actively engaged in
"defensive" information warfare, specifically
by debunking agricultural rumors and linking
internal dissent to external enemies. The
"watermelon rumor" was treated with the
gravity of a national security threat,
suggesting that the government views the
digital information space as a primary
battlefield. Furthermore, the framing of
Morocco's internal
psychological operation designed to dampen
any domestic envy or comparison by
highlighting the misery of the neighbor.

issues is a clear

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Intensified Digital Surveillance: As the
"Their Digital Service" portal expands, the
government will likely gain unprecedented
data on citizen movements, judicial status,
and economic activity, potentially leading to
a more centralized social control
mechanism.

* Water-Energy Nexus Crisis: The reliance
on desalination will create a feedback loop
where energy demand increases to meet
water needs, making the national grid even
more vulnerable to  heatwaves. If
desalination projects lag, water rationing
may become necessary in the next 12-24
months.

* Regional Militarization: The continued
linkage of MAK to Moroccan influence
suggests that Algeria is preparing the
domestic narrative for a potential
escalation of border tensions or cross-
border "security operations."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The focus will
remain on managing the heatwave and the
university enrollment window. Expect further
"de-bunking" of rumors related to food prices
or health as the summer peaks.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):
Implementation of new hydrocarbon
investment strategies under the new ALNAFT
leadership. Potential for civil service strikes if

the "digitalization" leads to significant job

losses in the local bureaucracy.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Completion of the
Gara Djebilet railway will fundamentally shift
regional economic power to the west. If
successful, the Argan oil industry could
become a significant secondary export,
provided water desalination can sustain the

agricultural expansion.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Grid Collapse due to Extreme Heat: Risk
of cascading blackouts if temperatures stay
above 45 degrees Celsius for extended
periods. Triggers: Unpredicted spike in
domestic AC usage or failure of a major
power  plant. Likelihood: Medium.
Impact: High (social unrest, economic
disruption). Mitigations: Public
sensitization campaigns for energy saving,
rapid expansion of solar backup.

Social Unrest from Water Scarcity:
Failure to deliver consistent potable water
to urban centers during hydric stress.
Triggers: Delay in desalination plant
construction or breakdown of existing
pipelines. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Severe (widespread protests). Mitigations:
Accelerated  strategic
seawater desalination.

investment in
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* Cyber-Security Breach of National
Portals: Centralization of citizen data
makes the "Zeair Digital Services" portal a
high-value target for state actors or
criminal groups. Triggers: State-sponsored
hack or internal insider threat. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Severe (loss of sovereignty,
systemic administrative failure).
Mitigations: = Enhanced "digital
sovereignty" protocols and air-gapped
critical databases.

* Escalation with Morocco: Transition
from information warfare to localized
border skirmishes. Triggers: Perceived
Algerian interference in Moroccan internal
unrest or Moroccan-linked terrorist attack
Likelihood: Medium.
Impact: Severe (regional war).

Mitigations: De-escalation through

international diplomatic channels (UN/AU).

* Market
Disinformation: Viral rumors regarding
food safety causing panic buying or product
boycotts. Triggers: Social media campaign
targeting a staple crop (e.g., wheat,
watermelons). Likelihood: High. Impact:
Medium (economic loss to farmers,
inflation). Mitigations: Rapid-response
government communication teams.

in Tizi Ouzou.

Destabilization from

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts mention record energy
demand but fail to explain the actual
capacity of the national grid to sustain
further increases, leaving a blind spot
regarding the safety margin before a total
blackout.

* The "success" of Argan tree cultivation is
highlighted, but there is no context on the
long-term water requirements of these
trees versus the shrinking water table in
the Mostaganem region.

e While MAK arrests are reported, the
broadcast lacks independent verification of
the alleged Moroccan ties, raising
questions about narrative manipulation.

* The digital portal is praised for efficiency,
but the transcripts omit any discussion of
the digital divide affecting the rural or
elderly population who may not have smart
devices.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Digital Potemkin" Scenario: The
aggressive push for digital portals is not a
sign of modernization but a desperate
attempt to bypass a crumbling physical
infrastructure and an uncooperative civil
service. The "Zeair Digital Services" could
be a facade for an administration that has
lost control over its local branches.

* Energy Hubris: The celebration of
meeting the 21GW demand peak masks a
system at the absolute breaking point. A
single major component failure during the
next heatwave could lead to a systemic
collapse that takes weeks to repair, rather

than hours.

* Black Swan - The "Argan Bubble": The
focus on argan oil is a diversion from a
systemic failure in the traditional wheat
and dairy sectors. If a specialized pest or
drought affects these new plantations, it
could lead to a massive waste of strategic

capital.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the hardening of digital
infrastructure to prevent catastrophic
data breaches that could undermine the
"digital sovereignty" narrative.

* Use the desalination transition to negotiate
technology transfer agreements with
global leaders in water tech to reduce long-
term dependence.

* Formalize the new foreign exchange card
system to reduce the black market and
increase mon ili

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Opportunities in Digital Archiving: The
state mandate for electronic document
management creates a massive market for
secure cloud storage and enterprise
software in Algeria.

Supply Chain Risk: High heatwaves pose
a significant risk to logistics and
temperature-sensitive goods; investment in
climate-resilient warehousing is
essential.

* Agribusiness Pivot: Investors should look
beyond traditional crops toward the state-
favored "strategic" drought-resistant crops
like argan and medicinal plants.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Key legislative actions focus on national
security through the mandatory census and

financial modernization via new banking
directives.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o National Service Census (Law 1406):
Mandatory census for citizens born in
2009; failure to report by September 30,
2026, leads to legal penalties.

o Bank of Algeria Directive on Travel
Exchange: New regulation defining the
use of digital cards for the 750 Euro
travel  allowance, replacing  cash
transactions.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Installation of ALNAFT Leadership:
Formal ceremony for Abdelkader
Sharfaui, emphasizing a shift toward

hydrocarbon valorization.

o Ministry of Interior Rumor
Debunking: Press conference to
stabilize the agricultural market against
"watermelon rumors."

KEY STORIES

* Record Power Demand: Sonelgaz
manages peak load of 21,378 MW during a
extreme heatwave.

* University Enrollment Digitalization:
Launch of the "Progres" and "Auriontan"
platforms for the July 15 enrollment period.

* Desalination Strategic Pivot:
Government declares seawater desalination
as the primary solution to "hydric stress."

* Arrest of MAK Cell: ANP dismantles a
terrorist cell in Tizi Ouzou with alleged
Moroccan intelligence ties.

* Bank Card Travel Allowance: Bank of
Algeria shifts the 750 Euro travel allowance
to a digital card system.
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* Argan Harvest Success: Mostaganem
records 420kg of argan product in a pilot
desertification-fighting program.

National Service Census: Citizens born in
2009 must register by September 30, 2026.

* Morocco Housing Crisis: Report on
"arbitrary"
leaving families homeless.

demolitions in Casablanca

* Mozambique Bilateral Visit: Interior
Minister Said Sayoud
Mozambican counterpart to
transport cooperation.

receives  his
discuss

* Hydrocarbon Leadership Change:
Abdelkader Sharfaui replaces Samir Berti
as head of ALNAFT.

* Gara Djebilet Project:
Expansion of the mineral transport line to
connect the west to the coast.

Railway

* Port of Annaba Modernization: Port
capacity expansion to handle 240,000
travelers per year.

* African University Theatre Festival:
First edition held in Algiers with 16
countries participating.

e Coast Guard Rescue 1054: Promotion of
the maritime rescue hotline and recent
patrol successes.

* Watermelon Rumor Debunking: Ministry
of Interior confirms domestic watermelons
are safe for consumption.

* Cancer Center Expansion: New facilities
in El Oued for pediatric oncology.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and

scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily- -trends-on- itol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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