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COLLAPSE OF GLOBAL CEASEFIRES

AND THE MATURATION OF

ASYMMETRIC SECURITY TACTICS IN

WEST AFRICA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global risk landscape on July 13, 2026, is

defined by the decisive collapse of diplomatic

frameworks  in  the  Middle  East  and  a  pivot

toward  hard-line  kinetic  and  regulatory

enforcement  in  West  Africa.  The  most

significant  development is  the breakdown of

the  US-Iran  ceasefire  memorandum  of

understanding,  following American airstrikes

on  80  targets within  Iran.  This  escalation,

described by President Trump as a response

to  Iranian  maritime  provocations,  has

effectively  blocked  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

through  which  20%  of  global  oil  passes,

triggering immediate energy price spikes and

threatening to return African economies to a

state  of  extreme energy shocks  last  seen in

early 2024.

In Nigeria, the administration is attempting to

leverage the successful rescue of 45 students

and teachers in Orire as a proof-of-concept for

a  new  "total  synergy"  security  model.  This

victory,  however,  is  overshadowed  by  deep

institutional  vulnerabilities,  including  the

unauthorized expenditure of 8.8 trillion naira

and the existence of a "de facto" but legally

unrecognized federal agency operating out of

the  national  secretariat.  These  internal

contradictions  suggest  that  while  tactical

military  operations  are  improving,  the

structural  integrity  of  the  Nigerian  state

remains  compromised  by  "under-the-table"

governance and budgetary indiscipline.

Regionally,  a  major  shift  in  industrial

statecraft  is  visible  as  Kenya  signs  the

Sovereign Wealth Fund Act and secures a $20

billion  refinery  project  from  Aliko  Dangote,

signaling  a  move  toward  "refining

sovereignty"  across  the  continent.

Simultaneously, South Africa is undergoing a

massive  repatriation  of  over  53,000  foreign

nationals,  reflecting  a  hardening  of  borders

and  rising  xenophobic  pressures.  The  day

represents  a  convergence  where  global

energy instability is forcing African nations to

accelerate  domestic  industrialization  while

struggling with the persistent "trauma cycle"

of  asymmetric  kidnapping  and  rural

insurgency.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Iran  Escalation  and  Hormuz

Blockade: The fragile June MOU has been

discarded as the US military struck coastal

assets and revolutionary guard facilities in

retaliation for attacks on Saudi and Qatari

tankers. President Trump has reinstated a

blockade  of  Iranian  ports and  imposed  a

20% charge  on  all  cargo  in  the  Strait  of

Hormuz to fund US security operations.
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NATO  Ankara  Summit  and  Defense

Benchmarks: Allies  announced  a  new

benchmark  of  5%  of  GDP  for  defense

spending by 2035, effectively transforming

NATO into "3.0." This shift occurs as Prime

Minister Keir Starmer represents Britain as

a lame duck leader ahead of Andy Burnham

taking over on July 20th.

Nigerian  Security  Pivot  in  Orire: The

rescue of 44 abductees from the Orire local

government area is being touted as a new

doctrine of "courage and cover" where no

ransom  was  reportedly  paid,  though

analysts remain skeptical of the long-term

sustainability of this model without military

posts in rural schools.

South  African  Corruption  and

Repatriation: A  major  corruption  inquiry

saw a key business tycoon withdraw from a

plea deal after courts recommended a 12-

year sentence instead of the agreed eight.

Meanwhile,  the  arrest  of  a  British-

Zimbabwean  triple  murder  suspect in

Johannesburg  highlights  extradition  gaps

between the UK and Zimbabwe.

African  Tech  and  Capital

Infrastructure: The  8050  tech  index,

benchmarking the continent's most listing-

ready  companies,  is  activating  on  the

Johannesburg  Stock  Exchange,  aimed  at

bridging  the  "capital  translation  gap"  for

innovators  like  Flutterwave  and

MoneyPoint.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The

Nigerian  administration  faces  a  crisis  of

legitimacy  regarding  a  "fake"  Presidential

Foreign Intervention Council that managed to

secure  office  space  and  personnel  despite

having  no  legal  basis.  In  the  UK,  the

resignation  of  Nigel  Farage under  pressure

from corruption probes triggers a high-stakes

by-election in Clacton that major parties are

refusing to contest, labeling it a "pantomime."

Terrorism  &  Asymmetric  Threats: While

the  Orire  rescue  is  a  tactical  success,  the

abduction of another headmaster in Itasiwaju

just days later confirms that kidnapping cells

remain  highly  mobile  and  adaptive.  Former

DSS  officials  suggest  that  indigenous

Nigerians  are  now  core  parts of  these

terrorist squads, requiring a unique approach

of engaging relatives in investigations.

Climate & Extreme Weather: Flash floods in

Lagos  have  paralyzed  businesses  and

submerged  homes,  exposing  the  failure  of

coastal infrastructure projects to account for

natural  wetlands.  Concurrently,  Taraba state

has launched a green initiative to plant 100

trees  per  school  to  combat  encroaching

desertification and soil erosion.

Legal  Warfare  &  Regulatory  Risk: The

forgery trial of former minister Uche Naji and

the defamation suit against Omoyele Sowore

indicate a heavy use of the judiciary to settle

political  scores.  In  Adamawa,  an  ADC

governorship  candidate  was  fined  3  million

naira  for  defacing  public  property with

posters,  signaling  a  move  toward

"administrative"  rather  than  criminal

penalties to enforce order.

Global  Health  &  Biosecurity: The

Democratic  Republic  of  Congo  is  facing  its

17th Ebola outbreak, complicated by a strike

of frontline workers over unpaid wages. The

Bundibugyo strain  has  triggered the world's

first  clinical  trial for  this  specific  antivirus,

though  violence  against  treatment  centers

remains a primary obstacle.

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260713_020000


DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Relatives  in

Counter-Insurgency

A chilling new trend is emerging in Nigerian

security  tactics:  the  detention  of  terrorists'

family  members to  exert  pressure  during

hostage  negotiations.  Analysts  report  that

pictures  of  captured  family  members  were

shown to kidnappers to  force the release of

abductees in  Orire.  This  tactical  shift,  while

successful  in  this  instance,  raises  profound

ethical  and  legal  questions  regarding

collective  punishment  and  the  potential  for

vulnerable communities to be caught between

state pressure and insurgent retaliation.

Refining Sovereignty  and the OPEC Exit

Narrative

There is a growing intellectual and industrial

movement in Africa to move away from being

mere  exporters  of  crude.  The  "Angola

model"—where leaving OPEC allows a nation

to  index  local  fuel  prices  independently—is

being discussed as a salvation for Nigeria. The

push  for  "refining  sovereignty" via  projects

like the Dangote refinery is framed as the only

way to escape "imported poverty," even as the

state continues to starve domestic refineries

of crude to meet international obligations.

The Digital Identity Mandate

Nigeria is moving rapidly toward a mandatory

digital identity system (NIMC) that functions

as  a  "social  security"  equivalent.  The

harmonization of database silos (INEC, FRSC,

etc.)  into  the NIN system is  presented as  a

tool  for  "inclusive  governance,"  but  also

centralizes  vulnerable  personal  data in  an

environment  where  state  institutions  have

admitted to the existence of unauthorized "de

facto" agencies managing federal affairs.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Nigeria: The  country  is  experiencing  a

"hollow state" phenomenon. While the military

achieves  high-profile  rescues,  the  civil

administration appears porous, evidenced by

the  8.8  trillion  naira  spending  gap and  the

unauthorized  Presidential  Foreign

Intervention Council. This creates a landscape

where "de facto" power exists alongside "de

jure"  law,  leading  to  confusion  in  the  civil

service. Furthermore, the 50,000 naira NECO

fee  hike,  even  if  suspended,  indicates  a

government  detached  from  the  economic

reality of its "in dire straits" citizenry.

South  Africa: Institutional  decay  is

highlighted  by  the  collapse  of  high-stakes

corruption plea deals and a pivot toward mass

deportation.  The  state  is  currently  housing

thousands  of  migrants  in  temporary

repatriation  centers near  the  Zimbabwean

border, a response to "anti-migrant protests"

that  have  forced  a  re-evaluation  of  the

country's  "comfort"  and  "safety"  for  foreign

nationals.

United  Kingdom: The  domestic  political

scene  is  fractured.  The  dismissal  of  Prince

Harry's  97  allegations against  Associated

Newspapers  is  a  major  win  for  the  "free

press"  and  a  blow  to  royal  accountability

efforts.  Concurrently,  the  Farage  corruption

probe signals that the populist  "Reform UK"

faction  is  under  intense  legal  scrutiny,

potentially  clearing  the  way  for  a  more

traditional political realignment.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

A Fragile Multipolarity: The world is viewed

as a "global  threat  matrix" where ceasefires
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are  temporary  and  energy  is  the  primary

weapon.  The US posture,  under  Trump,  has

moved  to  a  "unipolar  hegemon" stance  that

disregards NATO consensus in favor of direct

strikes on Iran. This leaves partners like Spain

and Italy, who were denied overflight rights,

in a defensive crouch.

Nigeria's  Global  Positioning: Nigeria  is

aggressively  seeking  "Associate  Country"

status with the IEA while maintaining its 55-

year membership in OPEC. This "dual-track"

strategy  aims  to  secure  energy  transition

support while still  participating in the crude

production quota system. However, the killing

of  a  Nigerian  medical  student in  a  Russian

airstrike  in  Ukraine  underscores  that

Nigeria's neutral "watching from a distance"

posture does not exempt its citizens from the

human cost of distant conflicts.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  outlook  is  polarized  between

record-breaking  domestic  capital  raises  and

extreme global energy volatility. Nigeria's oil

production hit a six-year high of 1.56 million

barrels  per  day in  June,  yet  the  equities

market is down nearly 1% due to profit-taking

in tier-one banks. The threat to the Strait of

Hormuz has already caused oil prices to surge

above $75-$80 a barrel, a move that financial

markets  are  pricing  as  a  precursor  to

sustained inflation.

Key Economic Vectors 

Capital  Markets: Nigerian  government

raised  5.08  trillion  naira from  domestic

bonds in H1 2026, a 77.8% increase YoY.

Commodities: Brent crude jumped 5% to

$80/barrel following  Iranian  port

blockades.

Debt  Servicing: Ghana  repaid  $700

million  in  Eurobond  obligations ahead  of

schedule, stabilizing foreign reserves.

IPO Outlook: Airtel Africa has postponed

its  mobile  money  IPO  to  2026 due  to

"global appetite" and currency fluctuations.

Trade  Agreements: UK  and  Switzerland

signed  a  5.2  billion  pound  services  trade

deal post-Brexit.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  transcripts  reveal  a  period  of  profound

transition  in  both  political  and  corporate

spheres, with "lame duck" dynamics defining

several major powers.

Nigel  Farage: Resigned  his  seat  in

Parliament due  to  a  growing  financial

scandal  involving a £5 million gift  from a

donor and undeclared townhouse use. His

attempt  to  trigger  a  "people  versus

establishment" by-election has backfired as

major parties boycott the vote.

Keir Starmer & Andy Burnham: Starmer

is characterized as a lame duck leader at

the  Ankara  summit,  with  Andy  Burnham

confirmed to take over as PM on July 20th.

Uche Naji: The former Minister of Science

and  Technology  is  facing  six  counts  of

forgery  and  money  laundering,  a  major

blow  to  the  administration's  cleanup

narrative.

Don Jazzy: In a corporate pivot, the Mavin

boss has become a flagship founder of an

African  e-sports  league,  signaling  a  shift

from  traditional  entertainment  to  the

gaming ecosystem.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Channels  TV  adopts  a  nationalistic  and

celebratory tone regarding the Orire rescue,

giving it significant airtime and positioning it

as a turning point in state capacity. However,

they simultaneously "bury" the more systemic

risks,  such  as  the  unauthorized  8.8  trillion

naira spending, by framing it as a "de facto"

agency confusion rather than a failure of fiscal

control.  The  international  reporting  is  fear-

inducing, focusing heavily on the "nasty war"

in Ukraine and the "sudden" collapse of  the

Iran MOU. Conspicuous Omissions: There is

a total lack of reporting on the specifics of the

"eight  arrested  kidnappers"—no  names  or

images  have  been  released,  despite  public

demand,  suggesting  the  "successful"  rescue

may have had more complex and perhaps less

"heroic"  mechanics  than  the  government

admits.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  global  system  is  portrayed  as  a  arena

where hard power has completely superseded

diplomatic  institutions  like  the  UN or  early-

stage ceasefires.

COUNTRIES 

United States: Portrayed as a strong but

unilateralist actor. The narrative suggests

the US is the "world's only global hegemon"

capable  of  projecting  power  in  any

direction regardless  of  NATO's  non-

involvement.

Iran: Framed  as  a  chaotic  and

provocative threat.  The  funeral  of

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei  is  used  as  a

backdrop for a nation demanding "decisive

retaliation."

Nigeria: Portrayed  as  rising  but

structurally  inept.  It  is  seen  as  an

"industrial  statement"  (Dangote  projects)

while  being  a  "case  study  in  chaotic

complexity."

LEADERS 

Donald Trump: Portrayed as decisive and

skeptical  of  multilateralism.  He  is

quoted  describing  the  Iran  MOU  as  a

"waste  of  time" and  prioritizing  domestic

fuel prices over international stability.

Volodymyr Zelensky: Portrayed as urgent

and desperate. He is described as asking

for  "more  air  defense  missiles" while  his

country suffers from hypersonic strikes.

Cyril Ramaphosa: Portrayed as hard-line

on  immigration  but  principled  on

history.  He  is  shown  honoring  black

soldiers  in  France while  enforcing  strict

repatriation laws.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

Boko  Haram  /  Ansaru  Factions:

Portrayed as adaptive and transnational.

They  are  described  as  terrorizing  the

middle  belt and  recruiting  "indigenous

Nigerians" as foot soldiers.

MTN  Group: Portrayed  as  a  nation-

building enabler.  They  are  described as

carrying "nation building responsibility" in

their  DNA while  navigating  infrastructure

gaps.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Public  perception  is  being  aggressively

managed  through  "narrative  seeding."  The

Niger  state  government  has  deployed
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information  officers  to  all  25  local

governments specifically  to  "tackle

misinformation"  and  ensure  the

"dissemination of  credible  information."  This

indicates  a  state  strategy  of  controlling  the

narrative  at  the  grassroots  level  to  prevent

civil  unrest.  Simultaneously,  the  Nigerian

military's  refusal  to  show  images  of

neutralized  kidnappers while  claiming  a

massive victory suggests a "psy-op" aimed at

projecting  strength  without  the  need  for

verified  proof,  possibly  to  hide  collateral

damage  or  the  involvement  of  unauthorized

actors like Sunday Igboho.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Energy  Hyper-Inflation: If  the  Hormuz

blockade  persists  for  more  than  30  days,

Nigeria's  fuel  prices  could  double  again,

potentially triggering a continental energy

crisis that  undoes  the  H1  2026

stabilization.

The Rise of State Police: The failure to

prevent the kidnapping of a headmaster in

Itasiwaju just  after  the  Orire  rescue  will

likely  force  the  federal  government  to

concede to the "untheorized" but politically

popular demand for state police.

OPEC  Exit: Following  Angola’s  lead,

Nigeria  may  formally  announce  an  exit

from  OPEC  by  year-end  to  gain  the

"refining sovereignty" required to power its

own economy without production quotas.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an increase

in political  arrests and "witch hunts"  as  the

2027 election candidate  registration window

closes on July 14th. The suspension of NECO

fee increases will likely be permanent as the

government  fears  "desperate  times  call  for

desperate measures" in civil unrest.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  DDR

(Disarmament,  Demobilization,  and

Reintegration) plan will move "from paper to

action," potentially leading to the integration

of  repentant  insurgents  into  local  security

outfits,  a  move  that  current  soldiers  are

reportedly refusing to support.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structural  shifts

toward  off-grid  mini-grids and  "lithium

factories"  will  decentralize  the  Nigerian

economy,  making  the  national  grid  (and  the

federal  government's  control  over  it)

increasingly irrelevant.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The overall risk profile is high, driven by the

volatility of the Hormuz choke point and the

internal  fragility  of  the  Nigerian  state's

administrative functions.

Strait  of  Hormuz  Closure: Triggers:

Sustained  US-Iran  kinetic  exchange.

Likelihood:  High  (currently  in  progress).

Impact:  Catastrophic  fuel  price  spikes

globally.  Mitigations:  Release  of  strategic

petroleum  reserves by  India/China  and

rapid  acceleration  of  domestic  refining  in

Africa.

Institutional  Forgery/Fake  Agencies:

Triggers:  Discovery  of  more  "de  facto"

agencies  like  the  PFIDG.  Likelihood:

Medium. Impact: Total loss of trust in the

federal  budget  and  civil  service.

Mitigations:  Independent  audit  by

international  panels as  demanded  by  the

accused.
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Rural  School  Security  Collapse:

Triggers:  The  kidnapping  of  headmasters

and  teachers  in  "least  expected  zones."

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Massive

withdrawal of children from school system.

Mitigations:  Military  posts at  every  rural

school entrance.

Ebola  Spread  to  Urban  Centers:

Triggers:  Continued  attacks  on  treatment

centers in DRC and failure to pay medical

workers. Likelihood: Low-Medium. Impact:

Continental health emergency. Mitigations:

Success  of  the  world's  first  Bundibugyo

clinical trial.

Xenophobic  Violence  in  South  Africa:

Triggers:  Failure  of  the  mass  repatriation

centers to  handle  capacity.  Likelihood:

Medium. Impact: Diplomatic crisis between

SA  and  Nigeria/Ghana.  Mitigations:

Government  envoys  sent  across  the

continent  to  discuss  migration on  a

balanced basis.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The news broadcasts contain several  critical

omissions that obscure the full extent of the

risk landscape.

Ransom Specifics: The government claims

"no ransom was paid" (no ransom paid), but

provides no details on how insurgents were

persuaded  to  release  victims  without  a

swap,  leaving  a  blind  spot  on  whether

concessions  were  made  regarding  the

"prison swap" demands.

The 8.8  Trillion  Naira  Gap: Reports  of

"extra-budgetary deductions" from the IMF

are mentioned but not analyzed in terms of

where  that  money  actually  went,

representing  a  massive  transparency

vacuum.

Drones  in  Rural  Conflict: Survivors  in

Rium suggest  that  "criminal  enems"  have

advanced drones, but the military has not

officially  acknowledged  the  presence  of

insurgent-operated aerial threats.

The  "Fake"  Agency's  Origins: No

explanation is  given for  how a "fictitious"

agency  (Presidential  Foreign  Intervention

Council) obtained an office in the national

secretariat and deployed personnel through

the Head of Service.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Orchestrated"  Rescue: A  contrarian

view suggests the Orire rescue was a highly

orchestrated  event  designed  to  boost  the

presidential aspirations of the state governor.

The  timing  (24  hours  after  an  aspiration

declaration)  and  the  "healthy"  look  of  the

children  (healthy  for  those  in  captivity)

suggest  a  negotiated  release  framed  as  a

military success.

NATO's "European Fortress": While the 5%

spending goal is framed as global security, it

may  actually  be  a  retreat  into  "European

Fortress" mode, leaving Africa and the Middle

East  to  manage  their  own  conflicts  as  the

West focuses purely on the Russian threat and

its energy corridor.

Black  Swan  Event: A  total  failure  of  the

NIMC/NIN digital trust framework due to an

internal "fake agency" leak, compromising the

biometrics  of  200  million  Nigerians  and

leading to a collapse of the digital economy.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Transition  from reactive  rescue

missions to the permanent militarization of

rural educational infrastructure.

Economic: Accelerate  the  "decentralized

electricity  market" to  insulate  state

economies  from  global  oil  shocks  in  the

Strait of Hormuz.

Diplomatic: Secure  a  formal  extradition

treaty with  Zimbabwe  to  prevent  the

country from being used as a safe haven for

high-profile criminals.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Diversify  away  from  the

Hormuz energy corridor and toward local

"refining  sovereignty"  partners  like

Dangote.

Regulatory: Ensure strict NIN compliance

for  all  Nigerian  operations  as  it  is  now

effectively the mandatory foundation for all

government and banking services.

Capital Allocation: Monitor the JSE 8050

activation as a primary benchmark for new

tech sector deployments in Africa.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on July 13 focuses heavily

on  fiscal  reform,  wealth  preservation,  and

digital  security.  Kenya's  Sovereign  Wealth

Fund  Act and  Nigeria's  Nigerian  Tax

Administration Act  2025 are the pillars  of  a

new  era  of  state-driven  economic

management.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Sovereign  Wealth  Fund  Act  (Kenya):

Signed  by  President  Ruto,  it  ringfences

30% of all mineral and petroleum revenues

for future generations.

Nigerian Tax Administration Act 2025:

Requires  continuous  compliance

throughout the year rather than just annual

CIT returns, introducing monthly VAT and

withholding taxes.

Judicial Amendment Bill: A proposed law

in Nigeria that allows promoted judges to

conclude criminal  matters  they  were

previously  hearing,  aimed  at  preventing

"justice delayed."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Ankara  NATO  Summit: Heads  of  state

discussed  a  70  billion  euro  pledge for

Ukraine  and  the  5%  GDP  spending

benchmark.

Osun Election Peace Summit: A unified

call  for  credible elections on August  15th

and a message to political leaders to "look

beyond themselves."

KEY STORIES

Orire  Abduction  Success: 44  students

and teachers were officially received at the

Oyo state governor's office after 56 days in

the  forest.  One  teacher  was  beheaded

during captivity (Michael Oyedok).

Farage  Resignation: Nigel  Farage

resigned his seat amid a £5 million donor

scandal and a £200,000 yearly IT manager

murder suspect (Makanisi  Tushumer) who

was arrested in SA.
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US Strikes on Iran: Over 80 targets hit in

Iran  by  US  forces,  effectively  ending  the

ceasefire  MOU  and  closing  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.

Prince  Harry  Legal  Defeat: All  97

allegations against  associated  newspapers

dismissed by a High Court judge.

Dangote  Lamu  Refinery: $20  billion

refinery project confirmed for the island of

Lamu, set to be the largest in East Africa.

NIMC Identity Reform: NIMC designated

as  the  root  certification  authority for

Nigeria's digital public infrastructure.

Ebola  Outbreak in  DRC: 17th  recorded

outbreak;  health  workers  on  strike over

wages in Ituri province.

Plateau  State  Attack: Nine  family

members,  including  a  three-month-old

baby,  killed  by  gunmen  in  Riam  local

government area.

Bangkok Bar Fire: A fire in the popular

chatuchak  district  killed  27  people  and

injured 25.

Horse  Racing  Derby: Second  edition  of

the  Renewed  Hope  West  African  Horse

Racing Derby held in Kaduna State.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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