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INSTITUTIONAL EROSION AND

MILITARIZED STATECRAFT DEFINE

A POST-NORM EXECUTIVE

ENVIRONMENT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The sudden death of Senator Lindsey Graham

has  triggered  a  cascading  crisis  of

governance, removing a primary link between

the executive and the Senate at a moment of

heightened military and domestic tension. The

administration has responded by immediately

leveraging  the  vacancy  to  pressure  for

restrictive  voter  identification  legislation

while  simultaneously  deploying  the

Department  of  Justice  to  intimidate

independent  media  through  unprecedented

home-delivered  subpoenas for  investigative

journalists.  This  convergence  of  events

suggests  a  strategy  of  institutional  "white-

out," where the erasure of established norms

—from  FBI  operational  independence  to

diplomatic  protocols—is  being  used  to

centralize  executive  authority  ahead  of  the

113-day countdown to the midterms.

Externally, the United States is engaged in a

low-intensity,  yet  highly  escalatory  war  over

the Strait of Hormuz. The disintegration of a

fragile ceasefire has led to a cycle of 140 U.S.

strikes  met  by  Iranian  retaliation  against

regional allies, including Bahrain, Kuwait, and

Qatar.  The  administration’s  proposal  to  run

the  Strait  as  a  fee-based  "Guardian  Angel"

service  represents  a  radical  shift  toward

mercenary statecraft, even as domestic critics

argue that the lack of a clear exit strategy is

driving  global  oil  prices  higher  and  risking

"mission  creep"  that  could  destabilize  the

global energy market indefinitely.

Domestic stability is further strained by what

legal analysts describe as a "sham" use of the

judicial system. A federal judge in Florida has

voided a billion-dollar settlement between the

President  and  the  IRS,  citing  "improper

purposes" and "backroom dealings" involving

the  acting  Attorney  General.  These  legal

setbacks  occur  alongside  a  surge  in  ICE-

involved fatalities and a multi-state effort  to

block a $111 billion media merger that would

place  key  newsrooms  under  the  control  of

Presidential allies. The cumulative effect is an

environment  where  state  power  is

increasingly  transactional,  punitive,  and

detached  from  traditional  bureaucratic

oversight.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Death  of  Senator  Lindsey  Graham

and the Senate Power Vacuum

Senator  Graham  died  at  age  71  from  an

aortic  tear  caused  by  cardiovascular

disease shortly  after  returning  from  a

meeting  with  President  Zelenskyy  in

Ukraine.

Governor  Henry  McMaster  has  appointed

Graham's sister, Darlene Graham, to serve

the remainder of  the term as a caretaker

until January.
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The loss reduces the Republican majority in

the  Judiciary  Committee,  leaving  only  a

one-vote margin to advance key nominees

like Todd Blanche.

Escalation of the Iranian Conflict and the

"Guardian Angel" Doctrine

U.S. Central Command reported hitting 140

Iranian  military  targets following  Iranian

attacks on container ships in the Strait of

Hormuz.

President Trump has declared the U.S. will

defend  the  Strait and  expects

reimbursement  from  other  nations,

describing the  U.S.  role  as  the  "Guardian

Angel of the Strait."

Iran  has  expanded  retaliatory  strikes  to

reach  Jordan,  marking  the  first  time  the

conflict has extended that far.

Legal Warfare Against the Fourth Estate

The DOJ issued subpoenas to multiple New

York  Times  reporters,  with  agents

appearing  at  their  private  residences to

deliver them on a Friday evening.

The  investigation  focuses  on  a  leak

regarding security flaws in the President's

new  Qatari-gifted  jet,  which  reportedly

lacks  the  anti-missile  defenses  of  the

original Air Force One.

FBI  Director  Kash  Patel  reportedly  spent

eight hours running the investigation from

the  White  House  rather  than  FBI

headquarters.

Judicial  Rejection  of  Executive  "Self-

Dealing"

Judge  Kathleen  Williams  in  Florida  ruled

that Trump's $10 billion lawsuit against the

IRS  was  a  manufactured  "sham" used  to

justify an immunity settlement.

The  judge  ordered  Rule  11  sanctions

against  the  President's  lawyers,  including

acting Attorney General Todd Blanche.

The ruling voids the settlement that would

have  created  a  $1.776  billion  "anti-

weaponization fund" for political allies.

The  Battle  for  Media  Control  and  the

Ellison-Paramount Merger

Twelve states have filed a lawsuit to block

Paramount  SkyDance  from  acquiring

Warner Brothers Discovery, citing antitrust

violations.

Critics  argue  the  merger  is  a  political

project to  put  CNN  and  CBS  under  the

control of David and Larry Ellison, known

allies of the President.

The merger agreement includes a provision

requiring  Paramount  to  pay  $650  million

per  quarter to  WBD  shareholders  if  the

deal is not closed by October.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

U.S. strikes on Iran are being characterized

by military experts as "mission creep" that

has  shifted  from  nuclear  deterrence  to  a

permanent naval escort requirement.

The  President  has  reportedly  ordered

National Guard deployment in Washington

D.C.  to  be  extended  through  the  2029

inauguration.

A joint  Pentagon-DOJ task force has been

formed  specifically  to  identify  and

prosecute  individuals  leaking  classified

information to the press.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260713_010000_The_Briefing_with_Jen_Psaki_Weekend
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260713_060000_Dateline
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=MSNOW_20260713_030000_Pablo_Torre_Joins_The_Best_People_With_Nicolle_Wallace


Information Warfare & Disinformation

A new White House task force is reviewing

thousands of pages of classified intelligence

to  find  "evidence"  of  irregularities  in  the

2020 election.

Analysts warn that the administration plans

to "throw chum in the water" by selectively

declassifying  documents  to  sow  doubt

ahead of the midterms.

The  administration  is  targeting  media

entities like ABC, PBS,  and the BBC with

threats  to  revoke  licenses  or  fire  specific

anchors.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The firing of two Atlanta-based FBI analysts

who refused to participate in the Georgia

election  probe  signals  a  purge  of  non-

loyalist career staff.

The  Secretary  of  State  has  been  publicly

relitigating the  Russia  interference

narrative from the Obama era to discredit

the previous administration.

Leadership  transitions  at  the  EAC  and

FEMA have  been  used  to  link  federal

funding  to  state  adoption  of  specific

election rules.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Extortionate  Federalism:  Funding  as  a

Weapon

A  prominent  theme  of  the  day  is  the

weaponization of federal grants to force state

compliance with executive policies. FEMA has

threatened  to  withhold  20%  of  terrorism

preparedness grants if states do not transition

to  paper  ballots  and  implement  5%  manual

audits.  This  "gun to  the  head"  approach,  as

described  by  critics,  mimics  the  extortion

tactics used  during  the  first  Trump

administration's  withholding  of  funds  to

Ukraine, now applied domestically to override

state control of election procedures.

The "Viking Row"  and the  Resilience  of

Monoculture

Amidst political fracturing, the monoculture of

sports is emerging as a rare vector of social

organization.  The  Norwegian  World  Cup

celebration and the Knicks championship run

are  framed  as  "sublime"  counters  to  the

"surreal" nature of DC politics. However, this

sector  is  also  being  subsumed  by  the

President's  personal  brand,  with  high-profile

UFC-state  department  partnerships and  the

hijacking  of  stadium  events  for  executive

photo-ops,  suggesting  that  even  the  "toy

department"  of  news  is  no  longer  a  safe

harbor from partisan capture.

Pre-emptive  Discrediting  of  the  2026

Midterms

There  is  a  concerted  effort  to  prepare  the

public for "chaos" in November. By firing the

Election  Assistance  Commission  (EAC) and

deploying  DOJ  "monitors"  to  Democratic

strongholds like Detroit and Maricopa County,

the administration is laying the groundwork to

challenge  any  results  that  do  not  favor  the

incumbent  party.  This  is  a  "whole-of-

government"  approach  to  interfering  in

federal  elections that  bypasses  the

constitutional role of the states.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The United States is currently facing a period

of  extreme institutional  friction.  The  assault

on  the  Fourth  Estate has  moved  beyond

rhetoric  into  the  physical  realm  of  home-
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delivered  subpoenas,  creating  a  "chilling

effect" designed to force newsrooms into self-

censorship.  Simultaneously,  the  rebellion

within  Yale  Law  School against  its  own

university  leadership—who  are  seeking  to

settle  with  the  DOJ  to  preserve  federal

funding—demonstrates  how  elite  institutions

are  being  forced  to  choose  between  ethical

independence and financial survival.

societal stability is also threatened by a surge

in militarized federal policing. Fatal shootings

by  ICE  agents  in  Houston and  Biddeford,

Maine, have sparked protests and accusations

that  federal  agents  are  "hunting"  specific

demographics. The administration's response

—releasing  automated  statements  of  "self-

defense"  that  are  later  contradicted  by

surveillance video—has eroded public trust in

federal  law  enforcement  to  a  near-zero

baseline in affected communities.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The global  posture of  the United States has

shifted toward an unpredictable, transactional

unilateralism.  The  "Guardian  Angel"  fee

proposal for the Strait of Hormuz is framed as

a protection racket that violates international

law,  which  prohibits  charging  tolls  for

international  waterways.  This  posture  is

alienating  traditional  allies  in  the  Gulf  and

Europe, who fear being caught in a unlimited

American-Iranian war that they have no role

in directing.

The  framing  of  foreign  aid  is  also  being

revolutionized.  The  integration  of  the  UFC

into  State  Department outreach  programs,

funded  by  cuts  to  traditional  aid  budgets,

indicates  a  pivot  away  from  soft-power

diplomacy  toward  "alpha-male"  cultural

exports.  Meanwhile,  the  loss  of  Lindsey

Graham removes a primary pro-Ukraine voice

from  the  Senate,  leaving  the  President's

skepticism  toward  NATO  and  Ukraine

unchecked, potentially signaling a withdrawal

from the pre-Trump foreign policy mold.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  U.S.  economy  is  currently  defined  by

structural  anomalies  and  high-level  market

complacency. While major indices remain up,

underlying  metrics  show an  all-time  high  in

home prices and a return to inflationary gas

prices as the Strait of Hormuz conflict enters

a new quarter. The administration's "Freedom

Fuel Network" in Philadelphia, selling gas at

$3.47 per gallon, is criticized as a "Potemkin

village"  strategy  that  uses  government

subsidies  to  create  the  illusion  of  price

stability ahead of the elections.

Key Economic Vectors 

Markets: The  opening  bell  showed

markets  up  153  points,  despite  rising

geopolitical risk.

Energy: Gas prices are creeping toward $4

a gallon;  crude prices  are  volatile  due to

the blockade of Iranian ports.

Tech/AI  Investment: U.S.  AI  companies

are expected to spend $1 trillion next year,

though analysts warn the U.S. is "blowing

it"  by  not  treating  it  as  a  society-wide

project.

Capital Concentration: Effective tax rates

on  corporate  profits  have  dropped  from

35% in the 1970s to 12% today, facilitating

the "snowballing" of billionaire wealth.

M&A  Activity: The  $111  billion

Paramount-WBD deal remains the dominant

corporate  story,  with  potential  to  reshape

93% of box office control.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant personnel shifts today underscore

the consolidation of a loyalist executive cadre

and the fading of the "old guard."

Darlene  Graham: Appointed  as  the

interim  Senator  for  South  Carolina after

the  death  of  her  brother.  She  is  viewed

primarily  as  a  caretaker  and  a  "tribute"

rather than a policy actor.

Todd Blanche: Status: Precarious. Despite

being the AG nominee, he is facing pending

disbarment actions in New York and Rule

11 sanctions in Florida for "bad faith" legal

filings.

Kash Patel: Status:  On thin  ice.  Reports

suggest Patel was summoned to the White

House on Friday to "course correct" amid

frustration  over  his  lavish  spending  and

performance.

Bill  Pulte: Currently  leading  a  White

House  task  force as  acting  DNI,  despite

having  no  background in  intelligence;  his

status is tied to the successful discrediting

of 2020 election results.

Mitch  McConnell: Status:  Absent.  His

hospital stay for a fall and pneumonia has

entered  its  third  week,  stalling  the

Republican legislative agenda.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network’s lead stories for the day are the

death  of  Lindsey  Graham and  the  DOJ's

subpoenas  of  NYT  reporters,  creating  a

narrative arc of a country losing its traditional

"Senate whisperers" to be replaced by a more

aggressive,  punitive  executive  branch.  The

coverage  is  deeply  skeptical  of  the

administration,  highlighting  the  "sham"

nature of the President's IRS lawsuits and the

"extortion" being practiced by FEMA. There is

a sense of  urgency regarding the "113 days

until  the  midterms,"  which  is  treated  as  a

deadline for the survival of democratic norms.

Buried stories include the extension of the

National  Guard  in  DC  through  2029,

which  is  reported  with  alarm  by  individual

segments but not given the headline status of

the  Graham  death.  Conspicuous  omissions

include  any  detailed  reporting  on  the

conditions inside Iran after the strikes; the

"outside" is treated almost entirely as a target

list for U.S. Central Command rather than a

place  with  its  own  domestic  dynamics.

Additionally,  the  Paramount  merger's

potential  for  job  losses in  California  is

mentioned but not fully  explored in favor of

the  more  "salacious"  Barry  Weiss/CNN

editorial takeover angle.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  day's  news  frames  the  world  as  a

fracturing system where traditional alliances

are  being  replaced  by  transactional,  often

adversarial, relationships driven by individual

executive whims.

COUNTRIES

United States: Portrayed as an "imperial

executive" branch in crisis, where the rule

of  law  is  being  replaced  by  "unitary

executive power" enshrined by a captured

Supreme Court.

Iran: Framed  as  a  resilient  "strategic,

economic  and  political  advantage" holder

that  can choose the "timing,  location and

method"  of  disruption  in  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.
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Russia: Framed as a "bully" state that the

President  refuses  to  sanction,  while  its

leader  is  characterized  as  someone  the

President "infatuatedly" admires.

Ukraine: Portrayed  as  a  vulnerable  ally

that has just "lost its best friend" in Lindsey

Graham,  facing  "erratic  delivery"  of

weapons  and  a  lack  of  support  for

sanctions.

Israel: Framed through the lens of internal

vigilante violence in the West Bank and a

government  that  is  "not  by  the  settler

community" yet fails to protect visiting U.S.

Congressmen.

LEADERS

Donald Trump: Characterized as a leader

who  "operates  in  bad  faith" and

"deliberately  deceives  and  defrauds"  to

achieve  personal  power  and  "vanity

projects."

Benjamin  Netanyahu: Framed  as  a

defensive leader downplaying the actions of

"juvenile  delinquents"  (settlers)  to  avoid

international accountability.

Volodymyr  Zelenskyy: Portrayed  as  a

shrewd but desperate diplomat whose last

high-level  American  contact  was  with  a

Senator who died hours later.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

New York Times: Framed as the "tip of the

spear" in the fight for the First Amendment,

backed by a "fantastic legal team" ready for

a "multi-front battle."

UFC: Characterized as the administration's

"safe  space" and  a  primary  vehicle  for

cultural diplomacy that ignores traditional

human rights standards.

Paramount/Warner Bros: Portrayed as an

"editorial  hellmouth" in  the  making,

designed to give the administration control

over the information ecosystem.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The current  environment  is  one of  "flooding

the zone." The administration's plan to release

previously  classified  election  documents is

identified as a classic psychological operation

designed  to  create  "chaos  as  the  point."  By

making citizens fear that their votes might be

"seized" or that "troops will be in the street,"

the  administration  is  effectively  depressing

voter turnout in key areas without needing to

pass a single piece of legislation.

Domestic propaganda is  being scaled up via

state-funded  banners and  the  renaming  of

infrastructure  to  "glorify  a  sitting  U.S.

president." Critics point to the $160,000 spent

on Trump-branded banners at the Department

of  Interior  and  FAA  as  a  "terrible  waste"

designed to create an environment of cult-like

devotion. The "human printer" Natalie Harp,

whose  job  is  to  feed  the  President  positive

social media posts, serves as a metaphor for

the entire executive branch's relationship with

information:  filtered,  fawning,  and  detached

from  the  "moldy  leftovers"  of  actual

intelligence.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The Midterm Contention: If Republicans

lose  the  House,  expect  a  move  to  seize

ballots in  contested  California  races  and

take  the  decision  to  the  House  floor,

effectively attempting a "legal coup" before

the transition of power.
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Hormuz  Stalemate: The  low-intensity

conflict  will  likely  escalate  into  full-scale

war if  the  Iranian  "nuclear  weapon"  of

closing  the  Strait  continues  to  bleed  the

U.S.  economy,  especially  as  insurers  pull

out of the region entirely.

Judicial  Retribution: The  sanctions

against  Todd  Blanche  will  not  stop  his

confirmation but  will  make  him

"unemployable"  in  the  private  sector

post-2028, further locking him and others

into a "survive at all costs" loyalist strategy.

AI  Nationalization: Given  the  warnings

about  "blowing  the  AI  race,"  the

administration  may  move  to  force

partnerships between  private  companies

like  Nvidia  and  government-controlled

entities  like  Intel,  effectively  nationalizing

the sector under a "security" pretext.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The swearing-in of

Darlene  Graham  will  occur  tomorrow,

followed  by  a  "razor-thin"  confirmation

hearing for Todd Blanche on Wednesday. This

week  will  also  see  subpoena  compliance

deadlines for  the  NYT  reporters,  likely

resulting in a high-profile court confrontation.

In  the  Gulf,  expect  more  debris-causing

strikes  as  Tehran  replenishes its  drone

supplies.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The October

deadline for the Paramount merger will drive

massive legal spending. States that refused to

comply  with  the  FEMA  "extortion" will  see

significant  budget  shortfalls  in  public  safety.

The  election  task  force  will  begin  "cherry-

picking" intelligence to release in prime-time

addresses to discredit Democratic candidates.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The extension of the

National  Guard  through  2029  signals  a

permanent  militarization of  the  capital.  The

shift  toward  a  "mercenary"  foreign  policy

(charging for Strait access) will likely lead to

the collapse of the UN Security Council as a

viable body for conflict resolution, as the U.S.

ceases to act as the "world's policeman" and

begins acting as its "landlord."

RISK ASSESSMENT

The intersection of a kinetic war in the Middle

East  with  a  domestic  assault  on  legal  and

media institutions has created a high-volatility

threat matrix for the U.S. and its partners.

Risk  of  Constitutional  Collapse:

Triggers: A successful executive seizure of

state ballots. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:

Existential.  Mitigations:  Immediate

litigation  by  state  Attorneys  General and

large-scale public mobilization.

Risk of Global Energy Shock: Triggers:

Targeted strikes on oil infrastructure in the

Gulf.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Severe.

Mitigations:  Reach  a  diplomatic  solution

that restores the Strait as an international

waterway without fees.

Risk  of  Institutional  Brain  Drain:

Triggers:  Continued  firing  of  career  FBI/

DOJ  analysts.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Moderate  (reduced  state  capacity).

Mitigations:  Protective  legislation  for

whistleblowers and civil servants.

Risk of Media Monopolization: Triggers:

Failure of the 12-state lawsuit to stop the

Paramount  merger.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact:  High  (loss  of  editorial

independence).  Mitigations:  Strengthening

state-level antitrust enforcement.
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Risk of Civil Unrest: Triggers: Continued

unverified fatal shootings by federal agents

in  immigrant  communities.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact:  Severe  localized  instability.

Mitigations:  Mandatory  body  camera

requirements for  all  federal  law

enforcement operations.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Iranian  Domestic  Stability: While  the

U.S. is hitting 140 targets, there is no data

on  whether  the  Iranian  population is

nearing a breaking point  or if  the IRGC's

control is actually strengthening under fire.

Financial  Backing  of  the  Paramount

Merger: The  role  of  "Gulf  Monarchs" in

financing  the  $111  billion  deal  remains

largely  opaque,  raising  questions  about

potential  foreign  influence  over  CNN and

CBS.

Mitch  McConnell's  Actual  Status:

Despite the "proof of life" photo, there is no

video  or  public  appearance,  leading  to

significant  gaps  in  our  understanding  of

who  is  actually  leading  the  Senate

Republican caucus.

AI Capability Assessment: The claim that

the  U.S.  is  "blowing  the  AI  race"  lacks

specific metrics on Chinese advancements

versus U.S. private sector progress.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Strategic Incompetence as a Decoy: The

"ham-handed"  nature  of  Kash  Patel's  FBI

and Todd Blanche's legal "shams" may be

deliberate  distractions to  keep  the  media

focused  on  "salacious"  corruption  while

more  permanent  structural  changes—like

the removal of agency independence in the

Trump  v.  Slaughter  ruling—are  quietly

implemented.

The  "Mercenary  Peace": The  widely

criticized  "Guardian  Angel"  fee  for  the

Strait  could  actually  lead  to  stability if

regional nations decide that paying a "tax"

for  U.S.  protection  is  cheaper  and  more

reliable  than  a  continued  shooting  war,

effectively  creating  a  new  privatized

security model for global trade.

Black Swan - The Maine "Redemption"

Surge: The  removal  of  Graham  Plattner

from  the  Maine  race  could  backfire  on

Republicans if  the  Democrats  pick  a

"generic"  candidate who can leverage the

"heartbreak"  of  the  working  class  into  a

historic landslide, flipping the Senate in an

unexpected "blue wave."

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare  for  an  indefinite

extension of  military presence in the Gulf

and domestic urban centers, as the Guard

deployment  through  2029 signals  a  shift

toward a permanent state of exception.

Economic: States  must  diversify  their

security  funding  sources to  mitigate  the

risk of federal withholding tied to election

policies.
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Diplomatic: Regional  allies  must  prepare

for  bilateral  "fee-for-service" military

arrangements  rather  than  relying  on

collective security treaties like NATO.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Regulatory: Companies in the AI and tech

space  must  prepare  for  forced  business

pairings and  equity  stakes  taken  by  the

government  under  the  guise  of  national

security.

Supply  Chains: Shipping  companies

should  factor  in  a  20%  "security  fee" or

significant  insurance  premiums  for  any

transit through the Strait of Hormuz for the

foreseeable future.

Compliance: Legal  departments at  major

firms  should  treat  Rule  11  sanctions

against  government  attorneys  as  a  signal

that  the  judicial  system  is  still  actively

penalizing executive overreach, providing a

potential avenue for pushback.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  landscape  is  currently

dominated  by  a  standoff  over  election  laws

and  the  replacement  of  key  Senate  figures.

The  President's  refusal  to  sign  a  bipartisan

housing  bill (which  became  law  without  his

signature) illustrates the depth of the impasse

over his "SAVE America" priorities.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

SAVE America Act: A restrictive voter ID

and  citizenship  proof  bill.  Strategically

intended to replace the bipartisan housing

narrative with  an  election  security  focus

ahead of the midterms.

Russia  Sanctions  Bill: A  bipartisan

package negotiated  by  Graham  and

Blumenthal.  Its  fate  is  now  uncertain

without Graham's liaison role.

First  Step  Act: Referenced  as  Graham’s

bipartisan legacy, highlighting the contrast

with the current partisan environment.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Todd  Blanche  AG  Confirmation:

Scheduled  for  Wednesday.  Intent:  To

advance the President's  personal  attorney

to the highest law enforcement post despite

judicial sanctions.

Jay  Clayton  DNI  Confirmation:

Scheduled  for  Wednesday.  Intent:  To

replace  Bill  Pulte  as  DNI  and  bring  a

"measured"  but  compliant  voice  to  the

intelligence community.

National Capital Planning Commission:

Meeting  to  discuss  Trump's  "Triumphal

Arch" near  Arlington  Cemetery.  Strategic

intent:  Memorializing  the  current

administration's  "greatness"  on  hallowed

ground.

KEY STORIES

Death of Senator Lindsey Graham: The

South  Carolina  Senator  died  of  an  aortic

tear at age 71. He represented SC for 30

years  and was  a  critical  hawk on foreign

policy and a key ally of the President.

Subpoenas of NYT Reporters: DOJ issued

subpoenas  to  five  reporters (Barnes,

Lipton,  Pager,  Schmidt,  and  Goldman)

regarding leaks about security flaws in the

President's new $400 million Qatari-gifted

jet.
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Strait  of Hormuz Conflict: U.S.  military

launched 140 strikes after Iran fired on a

container ship. President Trump proposed a

fee-based  "Guardian  Angel" protection

model for the waterway.

IRS  Lawsuit  "Sham"  Ruling: A  federal

judge voided a settlement between Trump

and  the  IRS,  finding  the  case  was

"manufactured"  and  sanctioned  the

President's legal team for "bad faith."

Paramount-Warner  Bros  Merger

Lawsuit: Twelve  states,  led  by  California

Attorney General  Rob Bonta,  are suing to

block the $111 billion merger to prevent a

"pro-Trump" media monopoly.

Election Task Force Document Review:

A  White  House  task  force,  including  Bill

Pulte,  is  reviewing thousands of  classified

pages to  release  "evidence"  of  2020

election irregularities.

FEMA Terrorism Fund Extortion: FEMA

has threatened to withhold 20% of grants

from states like New York and California if

they do not adopt specific federal election

rules.

ICE  Fatalities  in  Houston  and  Maine:

Lorenzo  Salgado  Araujo  was  killed  in

Houston and a 26-year-old Colombian man

was  killed  in  Biddeford,  Maine,  sparking

local outrage and protests.

National  Guard Extension: The  military

presence  in  Washington  D.C.  has  been

extended through 2029, coinciding with the

President's plan to fortify the White House

with a perimeter fence.

Ro Khanna Detained in West Bank: The

Congressman  reported  being  held  by

armed Israeli settlers for 20 minutes before

the  IDF  arrived,  sparking  calls  for  an

investigation.

Maine Democratic  Scramble: Following

Graham Plattner's  dropout  from the race,

Maine Democrats have two weeks to find a

candidate to challenge Susan Collins at  a

convention in Bangor on July 25th.

The Global AI Race: Jim VandeHei warns

that  the  U.S.  is  "blowing  it" in  the

competition  for  AI  dominance,  despite  a

projected $1 trillion in industry spending.

UFC-State  Department  Partnership:

Marco Rubio announced a program to use

UFC fights as a tool for exporting American

values,  following  cuts  to  the  traditional

USAID budget.

World  Cup  Quarterfinals: Norway’s

historic run ended in a loss to England, but

triggered  mass  celebrations  in  Oslo.

England and Argentina are set to face off in

a  Deeper-than-sport  rivalry  match in

Atlanta.

Wimbledon  Finals: Jannik  Sinner

successfully  defended  his  title against

Alexander  Zverev,  while  Linda  Noskova

won her first Grand Slam in the women's

final.

Knicks  Championship  Season: Jalen

Brunson’s  45-point  performance in  game

five has energized New York, serving as a

"sublime"  counter-narrative  to  political

chaos.

Deadly  Exchange  (Missoula  Case):

Markus Kaarma was sentenced to 70 years

for  the  premeditated murder  of  exchange

student Diren Dede in his garage.

Jay-Z  30th  Anniversary  Concert: A

drone-captured  massive  crowd  at  Yankee

Stadium celebrated  the  rapper’s  debut

album, featuring appearances by Beyonce,

Eminem, and Alicia Keys.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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