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CONFLICT &
CONSTITUTIONAL
TENSION

Mediating DRC ‘fragility’ and constitutional
revisions. Positioning as a diplomatic hub for j 14 BILLION
peace and ZLECAF integration. CONSUMER MARKET
INTEGRATION GOAL /

DIGITAL STATE & FISCAL REALIGNMENT
Formalizing economy, digitalizing revenue
collection (GUOT), Rectificative Finance Law
(2,778 Bn CFA Budget), targeting 6.9% growth
olL: INDUSTRIAL PIVOT: Y2020 GOERebachal
PRIMARY FISCAL DRIVER 2.4 MILLION TONS ANNUALLY, MULTI- GREEN FUND ACCREDITATION (BPC):
($98/BARREL) YEAR DIVERSIFICATION INVESTMENT Solar & Hydraulic Projects

THREE-MONTH CEMAC ROADMAP:
« Border porousness and
cross-border surveillance.
« Community ‘CRIEURS’ and
URGENT EBOLA awarenessyin Pointe-Noire

nggl_\g&fg’ﬁ (Currently No Cases Recorded).

 YOUTH DISCONTENT:
School ‘saccaging’
over exam failures.

INFRASTRUCTURE & ENERGY: 2 PENSIONER POVERTY: HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLIC

Electrification projects in Boko, Urgent reform for Conkouati-Douli Park vs.
Mossaka, Alembé.

« Caisse des Dépots model for funding.

STRATEGIC OUTLOOK & FUTURE TRENDS

retirement pre-liquidation
(CNSS).

Rural ‘Exodus’.
Electric fences & GPS tracking.

KEY THEMES:
THE DIGITAL STATE AS STABILITY
TOOL. ALIGNING SPIRITUAL
CAPITAL WITH ECONOMIC MINDSET.
BALANCING EXTERNAL RISKS
SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): ~ LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
« Increased security at « Rectificative budget « Potash factory completion. (EBOLA, CONFLICT) WITH

DRC border. implementation. « Potential UNESCO tourism boom. DOMESTIC GROWTH.
« Power grid inaugurations « Potential social unrest  « ZLECAF implementation hurdles

in Pool department. (youth & pensioners). (SME financing, standardization), o
standardization). o




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

TELECONGO

JULY 13, 2026

CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE LEVERAGES
RELIGIOUS DIPLOMACY AND
EXTRACTIVE DIVERSIFICATION
AMIDST REGIONAL INSTABILITY
AND HEALTH THREATS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 13, 2026, was defined by a strategic
convergence of high-level religious diplomacy,
significant shifts in macroeconomic policy, and
a heightened state of biosecurity alert. The
Republic of the Congo (Congo-Brazzaville)
positioned itself as a regional mediator
regarding the "fragility" of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC), hosting
Cardinal Fridolin Ambongo and discussing the
ongoing conflict in the East and contentious
constitutional revisions across the river. This
diplomatic  posturing aligns with the
Congolese government's efforts to finalize its
implementation of the African Continental
Free Trade Area (ZLECAF), framing regional
peace as a prerequisite for the projected 1.4

billion consumer market integration efforts.

Economically, the administration signaled a
pivot toward industrial diversification through
the formalization of the Kanga Potash project
and a substantial rectificative finance law.

While oil remains the primary fiscal driver—
with prices benchmarked near $98 per barrel
—the government is aggressively promoting
non-oil sectors and digitalizing public revenue
collection via models like the Caisse des
Dépots et Consignations. However, these
ambitions are shadowed by a persistent Ebola
threat from the DRC, necessitating an urgent
three-month CEMAC response plan focused
on border porousness and cross-border
surveillance.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Regional Security and the "DRC Crisis":
President Denis Sassou Nguesso held
extensive talks with Cardinal Ambongo
regarding the military conflict in Eastern
DRC and the domestic political tension
surrounding constitutional changes. This
follows recent visits from DRC President
Felix Tshisekedi and Burundian President
Ndayishimiye, highlighting Congo-
Brazzaville’s role as a diplomatic hub.

Potash Industrialization Milestone: The
Kanga Potash mining project in Luango
moved from exploration to development.
The project aims to produce 2.4 million
tons annually, representing a multi-year
investment intended to diversify the
economy away from crude oil dependence.

* CEMAC Ebola Mobilization: Health
experts from the CEMAC region and the
DRC concluded a three-day summit in
Brazzaville, adopting a roadmap to counter
the progression of Ebola, specifically
targeting the "foyer" of the epidemic in

neighboring DRC.
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* Fiscal
government

Policy Realignment: The

presented a rectificative
finance law for 2026, increasing the budget
to 2,778 billion CFA francs while targeting
a 6.9% growth rate by 2027 through GDP
re-basing initiatives.

* Infrastructure & Energy Expansion: The
Vice-Prime Minister conducted a
"marathon" inspection of electrification
projects in Boko, Mossaka, and Alembé,
preparing for an official presidential
inauguration visit.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
Congolese military emphasized discipline and
loyalty during the presentation of a new
standard for the Presidential Security
Directorate (DGSP), framing it as essential for
protecting "constitutional institutions" during

a period of regional instability.

Climate & Extreme Weather: The Congo
Postal Bank (BPC) is seeking "Green Fund"
accreditation to finance projects in clean
energy (solar and hydraulic), citing the direct
impact of climate change on the Congolese
population.

Global Health & Biosecurity: Although no
Ebola cases are currently recorded in Congo-
Brazzaville, the government has authorized
"crieurs" (town criers) and
awareness programs in Pointe-Noire to
prevent the virus's introduction.

community

Macroeconomics & Trade: Implementation
of ZLECAF remains a priority, but officials
admit that Congolese SMEs face severe
hurdles in financing and standardizing

products for continental export.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The
Caisse Nationale de Sécurité Sociale (CNSS)

celebrated 70 years, but the government is
under pressure to reform retirement pre-
liquidation to prevent pensioners from falling

into extreme poverty.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Digital State as a Tool for Stability:
There is a clear trend toward digitalizing all
state interfaces—from the Guichet Unique des
Opérations Transfrontalieres (GUOT) to public
revenue collection. This is presented not just
as an efficiency measure, but as a primary
tool to reduce fiscal fraud and mitigate
"resistance to change" within the
administration.

Spiritual Capital and Economic Mindset:
A significant portion of the discourse focused
on aligning spirituality with capitalistic
success. This was seen both in the Islamic
Council's focus on "honest commerce" and the
Nzobi spiritual movement's rejection of
"religious idleness." Master Rama’s framing of
wealth as an "état d’esprit" (state of mind)
suggests a growing societal narrative that

links liti ith individual ity

Human-Wildlife Conflict vs. Conservation
Ambitions: The Conkouati-Douli National
Park is caught between UNESCO aspirations
and a local "exodus" caused by elephant
damage to plantations. The deployment of
Queignon-type electric fences and GPS
tracking (Heart Ranger) represents a tech-

heavy approach to a deeply rooted social
crisis.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

While the government projects a posture of

strength and infrastructure expansion,
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internal cracks are visible. The "saccaging" of
a school by students who failed their state
exams highlights a volatile youth demographic
that feels betrayed by the education system
and "corrupt" schools promising automatic
success. Furthermore, the "exodus" of
populations in the Zambie district due to
elephant-driven crop destruction suggests
that the state’s conservation policies are

currently prioritized over rural food security.

Institutional decay is also hinted at in the
social security sector, where the "extreme
poverty" of retirees has forced the
government to propose an urgent reform of
pension processing. The administration is
attempting to manage these vulnerabilities
through localized infrastructure wins, such as
the electrification of the Pool department,
which has historically been a politically

sensitive region.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Congo-Brazzaville is actively positioning itself
as a stable anchor in a fracturing Central
African region. By hosting DRC leaders and
religious figures, it acts as a "diplomatic
buffer." The portrayal of the "outside world" is
two-fold: it is a source of technical expertise
and capital (e.g., Indian engineering for
power grids, Onudi support for energy
centers, and AfDB for GDP re-basing) but also
a source of external shocks, such as illegal

fishing by Chinese companies and the

unilateral suspension of refugee repatriation

by the Central African Republic (CAR).

The state is weaponizing economic statecraft
by moving toward the ZLECAF, but it is
simultaneously retreating into a protective
posture regarding public health, framing the

DRC as a "foyer" of Ebola that must be
contained at the borders.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is cautiously optimistic,
by high oil prices and the
commencement of long-term mining projects,
though structural hurdles to broad-based
growth remain significant.

driven

e Commodity Benchmarks: Congolese
crude blends (Yombo, Cosablen, Djeno) are
performing strongly, with a quarterly

average of $98.587 per barrel.

* Mining Diversification: The Kanga Potash
project is expected to become a major
export revenue stream once the 2.4 million-
ton capacity factory is operational in 2.5
years.

Fiscal Adjustments: The 2026 budget was
revised upward to 2,778 billion CFA francs,
reflecting higher-than-anticipated revenue
collection.

* Youth Entrepreneurship: A 100 million
CFA franc check was issued to the ProMage
project to support startupers, though
officials admit SMEs currently lack market
access.

* GDP Re-basing: Working with the AfDB,
the government is recalculating its GDP to
include more sectors, aiming for a growth

target of 6.9% by 2027.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's transitions indicate a consolidation
of loyalist figures in key religious and security
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roles, alongside a push for technocratic
excellence in economic agencies.

* Youssouf Ngolo: Elected President of the
Islamic Council of Congo (CSI) with 100%
of the "grand electors" vote, signaling a
unified but potentially controlled religious
leadership.

* Serge Oboa: The Brigadier General and
Director of the DGSP was central to the
presentation of new military standards,

reinforcing his role as the primary guardian

of state stability.

* Refin Bouya: As Director General of the
GUOT, Bouya is being groomed as a "young
leader" representing the
digitalization of the state.

* Elizabeth Mapara: Named as a signatory
for Senate communications regarding the

crucial budget sessions.

successful

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Telecongo’s hierarchy favored state-led
development and diplomatic "success" stories.
The lead story focused on the Vice-PM’s
infrastructure tour and the Pres. Sassou
Nguesso’s role in DRC peace talks, presenting
the government as proactive and influential.
The tone was nationalistic and reassuring.
Conspicuous omissions included any detailed
report on the casualties of the Eastern DRC
war or any specific timeline for when the
Ebola threat might subside; instead, the focus
remained on "preparedness" and surveillance.
The school violence was framed as a moral
failure of the youth rather than a systemic

failure of the education department.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The regional dynamic is portrayed as a
delicate balance between Congolese
mediation and external fragility.

* Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC): Portrayed as "fragile," "in war," and
a source of both physical (conflict) and
biological (Ebola) risk. The narrative
suggests that the DRC's internal problems
—including constitutional debates—could
1 bilize t . b-redion.

* Congo-Brazzaville (Host Nation):
Framed as "competent," "stable," and a
"tier de confiance" (trusted third party).
The government projects an image of a
regional mediator and an economic
pioneer.

* China: Implicitly framed as a "foe" in the
context of marine conservation, with
specific mention of Chinese companies
engaging in illegal fishing in Congolese
waters.

* India: Framed as a "competent friend,"
specifically  for  providing technical
expertise and engineering for the national

power grid.

« UN Agencies (HCR/Onudi/AfDB):
Portrayed as "principled allies" essential for
validating Congolese legitimacy, whether in
refugee management or energy research.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The government is actively seeding a "New
Congo" narrative, heavily emphasizing that "a
people who do not produce what they
consume is not a free people." This is likely
aimed at managing domestic discontent over
inflation by shifting blame to a lack of
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individual entrepreneurial spirit. Propaganda
regarding the "Green Fund" and UNESCO
status of Conkouati-Douli masks the ground
truth of rural displacement and human-animal
conflict.

Furthermore, the media framing of the Ebola
threat focuses heavily on the "source" being
the DRC, which serves to deflect any potential
criticism of Congolese health infrastructure

by externalizing the origin of the risk.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* ZLECAF Friction: Despite the high-level
rhetoric, Congolese businesses will likely
struggle to compete with Nigerian or South
African counterparts due to the admitted

lack of standardization and financing.

* DRC Contagion: If the constitutional
revision debate in Kinshasa turns violent,
Congo-Brazzaville will face a secondary
refugee Crisis that  its currently

"suspended" repatriation infrastructure

cannot handle.

Industrial Pivot: The success of the Kanga
Potash project could establish Congo as a
key global supplier of fertilizer, significantly

altering its geopolitical weight by 2030.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Increased security
presence along the DRC border and the
inauguration of new power grids in the Pool
department. Expect localized "victory laps" by
the administration during the July 15 visit.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):
Implementation of the rectificative budget and
possible social unrest if the 100% "automatic

success" expectations of students are not
managed through educational reforms.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Completion of the
Potash factory and the potential UNESCO-
driven tourism boom in Conkouati-Douli,

contingent on solving human-wildlife conflicts.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The region faces a multifaceted threat matrix
where health, security, and
instability intersect.

economic

* Ebola Cross-Border Transmission: High
risk of virus entry due to porous borders
and the foyer in the DRC. Trigger: A single
undetected cross-border
Impact: Devastating for the fragile health
system and urban centers like Pointe-Noire.
Mitigations: Community "crieurs" and strict
border surveillance.

movement.

* DRC Institutional Collapse: Moderate-to-
high risk of political chaos in Kinshasa over
the constitutional revision. Trigger: Violent
protests or military escalation in the East.
Impact: Mass refugee influx into Congo-

Brazzaville. Mitigations: Proactive

mediation Pr

* Youth Social Explosion: High risk of
further school-related violence. Trigger:
Announcement of final exam results or lack
of job opportunities after vocational
training. Impact: Domestic instability and
property damage. Mitigations: Expansion of
the Marina Mondélé Academy.

* Resource Conflict (Wildlife): High risk of
complete rural abandonment in Zambie.
Trigger: Further elephant attacks on
palmeries. Impact: Internal migration and
food shortages. Mitigations: Immediate
scaling of solar-powered electric fencing.
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* Fiscal Vulnerability: Moderate risk if oil
prices drop below $90. Trigger: Global
economic slowdown. Impact: Failure to
fund the 2026 budget increase. Mitigations:

Accelerating potash and agricultural ZAPs.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Ebola Real-Time Data: The broadcast
mentions "prevention" but fails to provide
the current infection count or specific
locations of the foyer in DRC territory.

* Refugee Repatriation Stalemate: No
explanation is given for why the CAR
government unilaterally suspended
repatriations, leaving a critical security
vacuum.

* School Violence Roots: The reports
condemn the "stupid" behavior of students
but do not examine the systemic causes of
the "néon" (zero percent success) rates in

rtain schools.

* Chinese Fishing Discrepancy: While
Chinese vessels are blamed for illegal
fishing, the broadcast fails to mention if any

official protests or sanctions have been
filed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potash Bubble": The Kanga Potash
project is framed as an economic savior, but a
contrarian view suggests it could be a "sunk
cost" if regional logistics (rail/road) remain
too degraded to transport the 2.4 million tons

fFicient] '

Diplomacy as a Distraction: Sassou
Nguesso's role as a DRC mediator could be a
strategic cover to distract from his own
domestic challenges, including the "extreme

poverty" of pensioners and the youth
Black Swan Event: An Ebola outbreak in
Pointe-Noire coinciding with a major oil price
crash. This would bankrupt the state’s
emergency response capacity, leading to
potential urban unrest and a collapse of the
health system.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: Formalize a
joint border patrol with the DRC specifically
for biosecurity. Accelerate the "Caisse des
Dépots" model to ensure infrastructure funds

are shielded from central budget fluctuations.

For Private Sector/Investors: Focus on the
"Green Fund" and agricultural ZAPs in the
Plateaux region, as these are getting the

highest levels of government political support.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Congolese legislature is currently focused
on realigning fiscal policy with the new
economic reality of high oil prices and the
need for industrial diversification.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
© 2026 Rectificative Finance Law:
Increases state revenue projections to
2,778 Dbillion CFA to fund infrastructure

and industrial projects.
o Retirement Reform Proposal: A new

regulation to mandate "pre-liquidation”
of pensions six months before retirement

to ensure continuity of income.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o CEMAC Health Summit: Established a
three-month emergency plan for Ebola
response.

o Kanga Potash CEO Meeting: A formal
handover of the exploration phase
results to the Prime Minister.

KEY STORIES

e DRC Crisis Mediation: President Sassou
Nguesso met with Cardinal Ambongo to
discuss the war in Eastern DRC and the

fragility of Kinshasa’s political institutions.

* Kanga Potash Development: Formal
announcement of the transition to the
construction of a potash factory in Luango,
aiming for 2.4 million tons annually.

* CEMAC Ebola Roadmap: Regional
experts adopted a plan to secure borders

against the Ebola foyer in neighboring
DRC.

* Finance Law 2026: The government
updated its budget to reflect stronger

revenues and a goal of 6.9% growth by
2027.

* Pool Electrification Tour: Vice-PM Bouya
inspected the 103km power line to Mossaka
and the connection of Boko and Alembé.

* School Violence Condemnation:
Government and social commentators
condemned students in a "néon" school for
destroying property following failures.

* Conkouati-Douli National Park:
Management of elephant-human conflict
through electric fences and Heart Ranger

GPS tracking software.

* CSI Leadership Transition: Youssouf
Ngolo installed as President of the Islamic

Council of Congo at a ceremony in Poto-
Poto.

* GUOT 13th Anniversary: The Guichet
Unique  celebrated its
digitalizing 100%  of
documents.

success in
foreign I

» Caisse des Dépots Model: Congolese
cadres trained in France to implement a

new infrastructure financing model.

* Refugee Repatriation Halt: Likouala
officials reported the CAR government's
suspension of refugee return programs.

* Potash Mining Potential: Stéphane Riny
explained that Congo’s coastal geography

makes it a unique global potash hub.

* Nzobi Spiritual Movement: Master Rama
led a debate on the spiritual basis of
material wealth and the Nzobi Festival in

* Albinism Health Rights: Dermatologists
discussed the genetic types of albinism and
pledged free medical consultations.

e ZAP Couraté Rice: Saco company
reported 3000 hectares of rice in
production to supply local markets.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

Gemini 3 to
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news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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