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GLOBAL CRISIS: US-IRAN WAR, HORMUZ BLOCKADE
& IRANIAN INTERNAL COLLAPSE (JULY 2026)

A CONVERGENCE OF REGIONAL CONFLICT, REGIME INSTABILITY, AND
NUCLEAR BRINKMANSHIP TRIGGERING A WORLDWIDE EMERGENCY.

THE TRIGGER: WAR RESUMES
& UNPRECEDENTED NAVAL FEES
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PATH A: TOTAL REGIONAL WAR
Trigger: US Strike on Kuh-e Kolang.
Consequence: Iran Activates Global Terror

Cells, Protracted Conflict.

- CURRENT TRAJECTORY
PATH B: IRANIAN CIVIL WAR & STATE COLLAPSE |
Trigger: Leadership Vacuum & Economic Ruin.
A Consequence: Massive Refugee Crisis, '

Regional Anarchy, IRGC Coup Risk.

SHORT TERM [I 4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM [l 5 YEARS):
High Risk of Preemptlve Nuclear Strike. US Constitutional Crisis over Permanent 'Information
War Powers Act. Iron Curtain' in Iran.

A CONVERGENCE OF NUCLEAR BRINKMANSHIP, REGIONAL WARFARE, AND INTERNAL REGIME COLLAPSE
REPRESENTS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT GLOBAL RISK EVENT OF THE DECADE. THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM IS FRACTURING.
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US-IRAN MILITARY ESCALATION
AND STRAIT OF HORMUZ
BLOCKADE TRIGGER GLOBAL
ENERGY AND SECURITY CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On July 14, 2026, the geopolitical landscape
shifted toward open conflict as U.S. President
Donald Trump informed Congress of the
resumption of military operations against
Iran. This escalation follows the collapse of a
brief ceasefire and is defined by the re-
imposition of a total naval blockade on Iranian
ports. Most provocatively, the U.S. has
announced a 20% "security fee" on all
commercial vessels transiting the Strait of
Hormuz, a move that has drawn sharp
criticism from global allies and internal U.S.
officials alike who question its legality under
international law. In response, Iran has
launched retaliatory missile and drone strikes
against U.S. regional assets in Jordan,
Bahrain, and Kuwait, while claiming total
sovereignty over the waterway.

Domestically, Iran is grappling with extreme
instability following the recent death of
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei. The regime
has responded to widespread public dissent

and street protests with a total internet
shutdown and a wave of mass executions,
attempting to frame the state funeral as a
"referendum" of support while simultaneously
crushing opposition. Concurrently, new
intelligence reports have emerged regarding a
ility at Kuh-e
Kolang near Natanz, which the U.S. warns it
may strike if diplomatic efforts do not
immediately resume. This convergence of
nuclear brinkmanship, regional warfare, and
Iranian internal collapse represents the most
significant global risk event of the decade.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Resumption of US-Iran War and Naval
Blockade

* President Trump officially notified the U.S.
Senate that military operations against Iran
have commenced again as of July 10, 2026,
citing Iranian violations of the previous
ceasefire.

e The U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM)
conducted a five-hour aerial
targeting military infrastructure in Bushehr
and Bandar Abbas.

ramen

* The U.S. has established a maritime
blockade, claiming it will act as the
"Guardian of the Strait" and demanding a
20% value-based fee from all passing
tankers to fund security operations.

Iran retaliated by targeting U.S. bases,
specifically hitting the Juffair base in
Bahrain and assets in Jordan and Kuwait
using drones and ballistic missiles.
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UK Proscription of the IRGC

Discovery of Secret

The United Kingdom has formally moved to
designate the Islamic Revolutionary Guard

Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organization
under new national security legislation.

The law makes any support for the IRGC
punishable by up to 14 years in prison,
targeting IRGC-linked cultural centers and
financial networks within the UK.

The move follows intelligence assessments
linking Iranian proxies to antisemitic
attacks and arson in North London.

"Kuh-e Kolang"

Nuclear Site

Iranian

Satellite imagery analyzed by the Institute

for Science and International Security
reveals intensified construction at an

underground site two kilometers south of
Natanz.

The facility, buried deep under Kuh-e
Kolang, is suspected of housing advanced
centrifuges or
shielded from conventional air strikes.

nrich ranium
U.S. officials have indicated that this site is

a red line, and failure to allow IAEA access
could trigger a preemptive strike.

Domestic Crackdown and

Leadership Vacuum

Following the death of Ali Khamenei, the
Iranian government has implemented a
"class- " internet, allowing access only
to state-approved individuals while cutting
off the general public.

Reports from human rights organizations
indicate nearly 900 executions have been
carried out in the last six months as the
regime attempts to stifle post-succession
unrest.

* The state has attempted to use the Leader's

funeral to project an image of national
unity, though analysts describe the event as
lacking genuine public legitimacy.

Global Environmental and Health Crisis

* June 2026 has been declared the hottest

month on record in Western Europe,
leading to over 2,700 heat-related deaths in
the UK alone.

« An Ebola outbreak in the Democratic

Republic of Congo has reached nearly
2,000 confirmed cases, prompting
international health alerts.

e Massive wildfires in France and Thailand

have caused significant loss of life and
displaced thousands, straining regional
emergency response capacities.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The transition from a "no war, no peace"

state to active hostilities has seen the
deployment of "USVs" (unmanned surface
vessels) by Iran for the first time against
commercial shipping.

* The U.S. is facing congressional resistance

to the 60-day limit on the War Powers Act,
as Democrats and some Republicans move
to block further funding for the Iran
campaign.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure

* Global oil prices jumped to $86 per barrel

following the blockade, with projections
suggesting a surge to $120 if the Strait
remains closed.
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e Iran is suffering from chronic electricity
shortages and  blackouts due to
underinvestment and the diversion of
energy to military production during the
conflict.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

e The Iranian government is accused of
creating "engineered digital darkness" to
control the narrative of the war and the

internal uprising.

* UK authorities are warning against Al-

generated disinformation being used to

create fake child abuse imagery for
political blackmail.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Maritime

Chokepoints

A significant shift in naval strategy is
occurring as the U.S. attempts to monetize its
role as a security provider. The 20% transit
fee in the Strait of Hormuz represents an
unprecedented move toward transactional
geopolitics. This has alienated traditional
allies like Japan and created a legal vacuum
that Iran is exploiting to claim its own right to
levy taxes, further threatening the principle of
freedom of navigation.

Regime Survival through Digital Isolation

Iran's "National Information Network" has
evolved into a tier-based system. By cutting
off global internet access while maintaining a
"white list" for regime loyalists, Tehran is
attempting to create a sealed information
environment where the state's narrative
cannot be challenged by real-time citizen
journalism or foreign media influence.

Post-Succession Brute Force

The death of the Supreme Leader has not led
to the moderate "thaw" some expected.
Instead, the regime's survival instinct has
manifested in extreme militarization and a
surge in state-sanctioned violence. The use of
war as a distraction from domestic failure is a
core trend, as the government leverages U.S.
strikes to demand national "loyalty" at the
Leader's funeral.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran: The nation is in a state of profound
societal fracture. The death of the Supreme
Leader has left a power vacuum that the IRGC
is attempting to fill through the Khamenei
funeral narrative. However, the economic cost
of the internet shutdown—estimated at 5
trillion Tomans daily—is fueling underlying
anger. The judiciary's mass executio
campaign targets protestors to prevent a
coordinated uprising during this vulnerable
transition period.

United States: President Trump faces a

major domestic political battle with Congress.

Opposition lawmakers are citing the War
Powers Act to limit the duration of the Iran
conflict. The administration's attempt to link

the war to financial gains (via oil prices and

transit fees) is polarizing the American
electorate ahead of mid-term elections.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Regional Realignment: Iraq's Zaid cabinet
is struggling to maintain neutrality as the U.S.
uses its soil for strikes and Iran targets U.S.
assets within Iraqi spheres of influence.
Bahrain and Jordan have been drawn directly
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into the conflict through Iranian retaliatory
strikes on U.S. bases hosted in their
territories.

UK Shifts Toward Confrontation: The UK's
proscription of the IRGC marks a departure
from previous diplomatic caution. By labeling
the Guard a terrorist group, London has
effectively ended its role as a potential
mediator, aligning itself strictly with the U.S.
"maximum pressure" posture.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economy is currently pricing in the
risk of a protracted regional war. Brent
crude oil prices surged 7% in a single day to
$86.41. The Iranian Rial is in freefall, and the
domestic economy is hemorrhaging due to the

digital blockade.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Hormuz Security Fee: A proposed 20%
tariff on the value of all passing cargo,
potentially adding $16-17 million to the
cost of a single supertanker transit.

e Commodities: Brent crude reached its

highest level in months, while Iranian
domestic fuel prices are spiraling due to

strikes on refineries.
* Supply Chain Disruption: Shipping
insurance rates for the Persian Gulf have

reached record highs, with some carriers

refusing to enter the Gulf entirely.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts highlight a period of forced
succession and radicalization within the

Iranian leadership and a hardline pivot in
Western executive leadership.

* Ali Khamenei (Deceased): The death of
the Supreme Leader has triggered the

current power struggle, with no clear
successor currently consolidated.

* Donald Trump: The U.S. President is
asserting unilateral executive power to

wage war, bypassing traditional diplomatic
and congressional constraints.

* Abbas Araghchi: Serving as the face of
the Iranian Foreign Ministry, he is

attempting to maintain a defiant posture on
the global stage, mockingly supporting the
U.S. transit fee as "fair" if Iran levies it
instead.

* Tom Tugendhat: Emerging as a key
hardline voice in the UK government,
leading the push for IRGC proscription.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

BBC Persian's editorial posture is
analytically skeptical of both the U.S. and
Iranian state narratives. The "Lead Stories"
are dominated by the military escalation in
the Gulf and the domestic crackdown in Iran,
which are treated with a sense of heightened
urgency. The tone is notably grim, focusing on
the human cost of the conflict and the erosion
of human rights. "Buried Stories" include the
2026 World Cup visa issues, which are
presented as a secondary tragedy compared
to the risk of war. A conspicuous omission is a
detailed discussion on the process of
succession within the Iranian Assembly of
Experts; the broadcast focuses on the leader's
funeral as a public spectacle rather than the
internal mechanics of choosing the next
Leader.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The international system is portrayed as
fracturing and anarchic, where
international law is secondary to raw power
and military leverage.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as aggressive
and transactional. The administration's
Hormuz fee is framed as "piracy" even by
some U.S. critics.

e Iran: Characterized as internally unstable

yet militarily dangerous. The state is
framed as being in its "last gasp" of

legitimacy, relying on brute force.

* United Kingdom: Framed as competent
and principled in its security pivot, finally
"waking up" to the IRGC threat.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* IRGC: Portrayed as a malign actor both
domestically (executing protestors) and
internationally  (sponsoring arson in
London).

* IAEA: Framed as inept and sidelined,

unable to access the Kuh-e Kolang site and
losing control over the nuclear file.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

A  "Narrative War" is being waged
concurrently with the physical conflict. The
Iranian state is using the Supreme Ieader's
funeral to broadcast "unprecedented public
support" to the world, while the BBC and
human rights groups highlight the digital
blockade preventing the counter-narrative
from emerging. The delta between the state's

"united referendum" claim and the ground
truth of mass arrests is vast.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Total Regional War: If the U.S. strikes the
Kuh-e Kolang site, Iran will likely activate
its "Global Resistance" doctrine, leading to

a . onal st attacl

against Western targets in Europe and
North America.

e Iranian Civil War: The combination of a

leadership vacuum and the massive
economic losses from the internet

shutdown could lead to a permanent loss of
state control in the provinces, potentially
triggering a military coup by the IRGC to
secure order.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
preemptive air strike on Kuh-e Kolang if the
IAEA is not granted access. Brent oil will
likely cross $100.

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US War
Powers Act deadline will trigger a
constitutional crisis in Washington,
potentially leading to a sudden withdrawal
or a full declaration of war.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent
"Information Iron Curtain" in Iran, where
the internet remains a privilege for the
elite, fundamentally altering the nature of
Iranian society and its global integration.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

* Nuclear Proliferation/Strike Risk: The

trigger would be unverified uranium
enrichment at Kuh-e Kolang. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Global catastrophe/regional
nuclear fallout. Mitigation: Immediate re-
entry of the IAEA and a return to the
October ceasefire terms.

Global Energy Collapse: Trigger:
Continued enforcement of the 20% Hormuz
fee leading to a total halt in shipping.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Global
recession. Mitigation: U.S. diplomatic pivot
away from the "security fee" model.

Iranian State Collapse: Trigger:
Widespread military desertion during the

power vacuum. Likelihood: Low but rising.
Impact: Massive refugee crisis and regional
anarchy. Mitigation: Managed transition of
power overseen by regional mediators like
Oman or Iraq.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not mention the precise
health or cause of death of Khamenei,
which could indicate a internal purge or
poisoning that remains unverified.

There is a lack of perspective from major
energy importers like China or India
regarding the Hormuz fee, which is critical
for a complete global economic risk
assessment.

The status of the Iranian military's chain
of command remains opaque; it is unclear
if the IRGC is acting under the Zaid
cabinet's orders or independently.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

e Orchestrated Succession: The current

conflict may be an intentional escalation by
the Iranian deep state to create a "siege
mentality" that simplifies the succession
process and forces public loyalty to the
next hand-picked leader.

US Transactional Exit: The "20% fee"
may not be a long-term policy but a
deliberate poisoning of the well intended to
force allies to take over the security burden
in the Gulf, allowing President Trump to
withdraw U.S. troops before the mid-term
elections.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* Compliance:

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Regional states must immediately

reinforce air defenses around civilian
infrastructure as Iran
"standard" war to
strikes.

moves from

asymmetric drone

e Diplomatic: Pressure for IAEA access to

Kuh-e Kolang must be decoupled from the
Hormuz blockade to prevent a nuclear
flashpoint.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Global shippers should re-

route through the Red Sea or utilize newly
activated Saudi pipelines despite the higher
costs.

UK-based
immediately audit their portfolios for any
indirect IRGC links to avoid prosecution
under the new proscription laws.

firms must
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Significant legislative movement occurred in
both the U.S. and UK. The U.S. Senate is
debating a resolution to invoke the War
Powers Act to limit President Trump's
campaign against Iran. In London, the

government introduced the Terrorist
Proscription ~ Amendment, specifically

targeting the IRGC and its financial network.
BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* US Senate War Powers Resolution: A
move to force a U.S. military withdrawal
from Iran within 60 days unless a formal
declaration of war is made.

e UK Terrorist Proscription Act (2026
Amendment): Legislation that criminalizes

support for the TRGC, allowing for the

seizure of assets and 14-year prison
sentences.

KEY STORIES

* Resumption of Open War: President
Trump notified Congress that hostilities
have resumed following Iranian ceasefire
violations. Strikes targeted military hubs in
South Iran.

* The "Guardian Fee": The U.S. is
demanding 20% of cargo value for ships
transiting the Strait of Hormuz to fund
maritime security, a move labeled "piracy"
by critics.

* Underground Nuclear Site at Kuh-e
Kolang: New intelligence reveals a heavily
fortified site near Natanz, sparking fears of
a secret push for a nuclear weapon during
the leadership transition.

* UK Ban on IRGC: The UK government
proscribed the IRGC as a terrorist
organization following domestic security
threats and regional aggression.

Internet "Apartheid": Tehran
implemented a tiered internet system to
permanently disconnect the general public
from the global web while maintaining
regime control.

e Iran

* Global Heat Emergency: June 2026 was
the hottest month in history, causing
thousands of deaths and devastating
wildfires in Europe and Thailand.

* Post-Khamenei Unrest: Mass protests
and hundreds of executions follow the
death of the Supreme Leader as the IRGC
attempts to maintain order.

e Ebola in DRC: A new outbreak of Ebola
has reached 2,000 cases, with the WHO
warning of potential regional spread.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original

deeply examine
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broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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