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Geopolitical Instability Meets Lethal Heat and Systemic Failure in a Fragile World
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BREAKDOWN OF U.S.-IRAN
CEASEFIRE AND SYSTEMATIC
ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS IN NORTH
AMERICA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global risk landscape on July 14, 2026, is
defined by the rapid deterioration of the
month-old U.S.-Iran preliminary peace deal
and a record-breaking "heat dome" across
Central Canada and the United States.
Geopolitical stability has fractured as the
United States conducted a third night of
strikes against Iranian targets, responding to
attacks on commercial tankers and regional
allies. Economic markets are reacting to the
U.S. plan to reinstate a naval blockade of
Iranian ports and President Trump’s volatile
proposal—and subsequent backtracking—
regarding a 20% transit toll in the Strait of
Hormuz. This instability has driven Brent
Crude prices toward $86 a barrel, signaling a
return to pre-ceasefire volatility.

Domestically, Canada faces a multi-front crisis
involving extreme weather, internal security,
and institutional transparency. A lethal
heatwave has pushed "humidex" values above

45 degrees Celsius, threatening all-time

records and straining energy and health
infrastructure. This is compounded by public
safety concerns following a deadly mass
shooting at a Toronto street festival and the
unveiling of "Operation Hardball," a major
FBI/RCMP investigation into India-linked
ransnational crim terrorizing
South Asian communities. The convergence of
these events suggests a state under
significant pressure, where climate-driven
emergencies are increasingly intersecting

with complex geopolitical and criminal
threats.
MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Resumption of U.S.-Iran Conflict:

Following the collapse of a preliminary
peace agreement, the U.S. military has
targeted Iranian coastal facilities and naval
bases to degrade Tehran's ability to
threaten
retaliated with strikes on American bases

in Bahrain and Jordan, creating a "doom

loop" of escalation.

maritime traffic. Iran has

* Lethal North American Heat Dome: A
massive high-pressure system has trapped
heat from Manitoba to Quebec, with
Toronto recording 35.6°C (the highest in
the country). Wildfire smoke from Northern
Quebec is deteriorating air quality in
Southern Ontario, while severe storms and
tornado watches are active in Montreal.

* Transnational Crime Crackdown: Law
enforcement has unsealed indictments
against the Bishnoj and Bagwan Purya
gangs. These India-linked syndicates are
accused of running extortion, murder, and
drug trafficking operations within Canada
and the U.S., utilizing "foot soldiers" on
student visas.
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* Gordie Howe Bridge Controversy:
Despite an announced opening date of July
27th, local officials are criticizing a lack of
transparency regarding the profit-sharing
agreement between the U.S. and the
Canadian led by Prime
Minister Mark Carney.

government

* Systemic Health Negligence in Blood
Supply: Health Canada inspection reports
revealed that the private company Grifols
accepted ineligible donors at risk for
variant CJD (Mad Cow disease) and ignored
safety "red flags" prior to donor deaths.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The U.S.
has deployed unmanned naval for the
first time in strikes against Iran. This marks a
significant shift in asymmetric warfare
capabilities in the Persian Gulf. Iranian
military spokesmen have responded by
threatening that any country cooperating with
the U.S. will be viewed as an act of war,
potentially broadening the conflict to involve
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states.

Climate & Extreme Weather The ongoing

heatwave is being categorized as a "new
climate reality" by local leaders.
Infrastructure is failing, with roads in
Manitoba buckling under the heat. The
emergency has forced the expansion of
cooling centers and municipal swimming pool
hours to midnight to protect wvulnerable
"unhoused" populations.

Diplomacy & Statecraft President Trump
hosted Iraqgi Prime Minister Ali Al Zahidi at
the White House to strengthen energy ties.
This visit is strategically significant as the U.S.
pressures Baghdad to decouple its economy
from Tehran, particularly regarding currency

exchange businesses that facilitate Iranian
proxy funding.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk In
Windsor, a major drug smuggling case
involving 121 brick
out after a judge ruled that CBSA officers
flagrantly violated the driver's Charter rights
through unlawful strip searches. This
highlights a systemic failure within Canadian
border enforcement to adhere to Supreme
Court rulings established in 2001.

was thrown

Tech Sovereignty & AI The Assembly of
First Nations (AFN) has demanded a First
Nations-led national Al strategy, explicitly
stating that no mega-Al data centers will be
built on their lands without consent. This
reflects a growing movement to prevent
indigenous communities from being merely
"Al consumers" and ensuring they control the
technology's deployment.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of International
Maritime Law A recurring theme is the
explicit disregard for established international
norms. Analysts and former diplomats observe
that international law has been 'pretty
shredded" in recent years. This is evidenced
by the U.S. administration's willingness to
entertain illegal tolls in international
waterways and its move to blockade Iranian
ports unilaterally. The transition from rules-
based order to "transactional diplomacy"—
where tolls are traded for 'billions in
investment" from Gulf kings—suggests a new
era of global statecraft.

Convergence of Environmental and
Security Threats The transcripts illustrate
how extreme weather acts as a threat
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multiplier. While the U.S. and Iran trade
strikes, the wildfire smoke and extreme heat
are simultaneously displacing populations and
creating domestic unrest in North America. In
Brandon, Manitoba, citizens are
simultaneously bracing for floods and record
heat, illustrating the "compound crisis" nature
of 2026 governance.

The Digital Enclosure and Consumer
Backlash A burgeoning cultural conflict is
emerging between corporate digital shifts and
consumer rights. Sony's decision to stop

making physical discs for PlayStation games
by 2028 has sparked widespread anger and an

online petition with 270,000 signatures. This

trend, alongside privacy concerns regarding
Meta's "smart glasses", highlights a growing
friction where technology provides
convenience at the cost of ownership and
individual privacy.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Canada The nation is struggling with
systemic governance failures and social order.
The Toronto mass shooting has reignited
debates over illegal firearm flows from the
U.S. and the efficacy of recent bail reforms.
Furthermore, a housing crisis in Montreal is
manifesting in extreme ways, with a family of
nine living in an RV in their own driveway
because they cannot legally repossess their
home from tenants. This suggests a
breakdown in the legal and social contract
regarding property rights and public safety.

United States Internal stability is challenged
by the mass deportation push by the Trump
administration. Lethal shootings by ICE
agents in Maine and Texas have turned
immigration enforcement into a "flash point,"
with protesters demanding federal agents

leave their states. Accusations of curtailed
training for ICE agents suggest an
institutional @ decay driven by  rapid
recruitment for political mandates.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S. is adopting a hyper-aggressive global
posture, characterizing the outside world as
an arena for "reimbursement" and "wins." By
threatening a 20% tax on global trade through
the Strait of Hormuz, the U.S. is signaling a
retreat from its traditional role as the
guarantor of free navigation. Conversely,
Canada’s global posture under Prime Minister
Carney appears more focused on
infrastructure (Gordie Howe Bridge) and
climate adaptation, though it remains heavily
tethered to U.S. trade policy and security
shocks.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is characterized by high
anxiety due to the intersection of energy
volatility and trade protectionism. The U.S.
move to draw down its Strategic Petroleum
Reserve has left it with limited resilience
against further shocks in the Strait of
Hormuz.

* Energy Prices: Brent Crude rose 3.5% to
over $86 per barrel, following a 10% jump
the previous day.

* Trade Protectionism: Trump is signaling
a minimum 10% tariff on all imports, with
steel potentially facing up to 50%.

* Infrastructure Costs: The Gordie Howe
Bridge cost is confirmed at $6.4 billion,
with a co-ownership model involving
Michigan.
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* Corporate Profitability: Sony experts
admit digital games make more money by
cutting production costs and eliminating
the secondary "used game" market.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The political landscape shows a shift toward
transactional and business-oriented leaders,
while traditional institutional figures are
under pressure.

* Mark Carney: Serving as Prime Minister
of Canada, Carney is navigating bridge
deals and climate crises but faces criticism
for a lack of transparency.

* Ali Al Zahidi: The new Iragi Prime
Minister, a businessman and "political
neophyte," represents a U.S.-backed shift in
Baghdad to counter Iranian influence.

* Donald Trump: Consolidating power

through aggressive executive action
(blockades, tariffs) while bypassing

Congressional oversight.

e Evan Solomon: Appointed as the new

Minister of Artificial Intelligence in Canada.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The U.S.-Iran conflict and the
national heatwave dominated the cycle,
receiving the most airtime across all
broadcasts. The Toronto street festival
shooting and the ICE killings in Maine were
secondary "Breaking News" items.

Buried Stories: The Grifols blood safety
scandal and the Windsor court ruling on CBSA

misconduct were placed late in the
broadcasts, despite their significant
implications for public health and civil

liberties. The Sony physical media story was

framed more as a "tech interest" piece rather
than a major economic shift.

Emotional Tone: The tone was primarily
fear-inducing regarding the weather and
skeptical regarding the U.S.-Iran peace
process. There was a notable nationalistic
undercurrent in the FIFA World Cup coverage,
used as a temporary "reassuring" distraction
from the heat and war.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts frame the world as a volatile
arena where alliances are contingent and
military force is the primary instrument of
policy.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as a strong but
chaotic actor. While it projects power
through "aerial bombardments" (Page 1),
its policy is viewed as inconsistent, such as
the rapid backtrack on Strait tolls (Page
29).

e Iran: Characterized as a hostile and
defiant foe. It is framed as an obstacle to
peace whose strategic deterrents must be

"degraded" (Page 1).

* Iraq: Framed as a weak but strategically
essential ally. The focus is on its ability to
"disarm Iranian-backed groups" (Page 42).

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Implicitly framed as
unpredictable and principled (@(in a
transactional sense). His assertion that
international law is "shredded" is quoted as
a baseline for his actions (Page 69).
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* Mark Carney: Portrayed as a
technocratic and stable leader, focusing
on "sovereignty" and "consultation" with

First Nations (Page 30).

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Bishnoj Gang: Portrayed as a
sophisticated transnational threat
capable of ordering "murders" from prison

(Page 60Q).

* Sony: Framed as anti-consumer and
profit-driven, seeking "greater control"
over their digital ecosystem (Page 7).

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The U.S.
administration is framing the proposed
20% toll as a "reimbursement" for security
rather than an illegal tax, attempting to
normalize a violation of maritime law.

* Meta-Narrative of Denial: ICE and DHS
are aggressively pushing a 'self-defense"
narrative regarding fatal shootings, while
local DAs claim federal agents are hiding
their identities.

* Domestic Propaganda: The focus on the
FIFA World Cup and "super fans" acts as a
psychological operation to
national morale during a period of extreme
physical and geopolitical stress.

maintain

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Strait of Malacca Tolls: If the U.S.
successfully forces Gulf investment in
exchange for "guardian" status in Hormuz,
it may apply this "transactional security"
model to other global chokepoints,
permanently ending the era of free
navigation.

* The Rise of Urban Heat Refuges:
Persistent 45°C humidex values will likely
force Canadian cities to redesign urban
centers around "24/7 r nters" and
potentially permanent outdoor activity bans
during summer months.

* Digital Asset Forfeiture: The move away
from physical media (Sony) combined with
the ability of companies to delete content
remotely will lead to legal battles over
"digital ownership" and the right to
permanent access.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a spike in
oil  prices toward $100 if Iranian
counterattacks successfully hit more tankers.
Domestic unrest in the U.S. will likely escalate
as ICE crackdowns continue to result in
civilian casualties.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The October
referendum on Alberta independence will
become a major constitutional crisis for Prime
Minister Carney, likely exacerbated by the
legal battles of sovereignist figures like Mr.
Rath.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The establishment

of the first Inuit university by 2030 and the
First Nations Al strategy will shift the center

of gravity for Canadian Arctic sovereignty
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toward indigenous-led governance rather than
federal oversight.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The following risks are high-impact and
require immediate monitoring.

* Regional Middle East War: Triggers
include a tanker sinking in the Strait of
Hormuz or a hit on an American troop
accommodation in Jordan; Likelihood:
High; Impact: Catastrophic (global energy
crisis); Mitigations: Urgent resumption of
the negotiations called for by the
Secretary-General.

* Power Grid Collapse: Triggers include
sustained humidex of 45°C+ in Toronto and
Montreal leading to peak demand failure;
Likelihood: Medium; Impact: High (mass
heat-related casualties); Mitigations:

Accelerated deployment of cooling centers
and demand-response protocols.

Transnational Gang War: Triggers
include retaliation for Operation Hardball
arrests within Canadian South Asian
neighborhoods; Likelihood: High; Impact:
Medium (localized violence); Mitigations:
Enhanced policing and security at public
events as demanded by community

organizers.

* Blood System Contamination: Triggers
include a surge in vCJD cases linked to
Grifols' negligence; Likelihood: Low but
rising; Impact: High (total loss of trust in
healthcare); Mitigations: Immediate
licensing restrictions and federal takeover
of private clinics.

* Infrastructure Monopoly Crises:
Triggers include Michigan'sCo co-owner
status on the Gordie Howe bridge leading
to divergent toll policies that damage

Canadian trade; Likelihood: Medium;
Impact: Medium (economic friction);
Mitigations: Ensuring the mpetitiv

pricing model demanded by Canadian trade
ministers.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e U.S.-Iran Treaty Details: The transcripts
refer to a "preliminary deal" that was
signed a month ago but do not explain the

specific terms of that agreement or which

side technically violated it first.

Identity of Federal ICE Agents: Local
officials in Texas and Maine have no record
of the names of the agents who fired lethal
shots, suggesting a complete lack of
accountability between federal and state
governments.

* First Nations Water Crisis: While Bill
C37 is discussed, the transcripts do not
detail why the federal government
"watered down" the legislation that AFN
chiefs spent years developing.

* Gordie Howe Profit Margins: There is a
conspicuous lack of data on what "net
profits" actually looks like for the next 15
years, with mayors suggesting there may

be very little flow-through to Canada.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Managed War Hypothesis The current
US-Iran conflict is not a breakdown of a deal
but a deliberate escalatory posture
designed to force Gulf states into paying for
security through the "billions in investment"
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Trump cited (Page 29). By creating an
environment where maritime shipping is

unsafe, the U.S. creates a market for its
"guardian angel" services, transforming the
U.S. Navy into a revenue-generating entity.

Climate Distraction Scenario The emphasis
on individual heat safety (ice cream,
swimming pools) in the media acts as a cover
for structural infrastructure failure. While
the media focuses on residents "staying cool,"
it omits the fact that the Manitoba roads are
buckling, which may indicate that the national
transit network is physically incapable of
withstanding the "new climate reality."

Black Swan: The Alberta-Indigenous Split
If the Alberta independence movement gains
traction, First Nations may preemptively
declare independent sovereignty over their
lands within Alberta, citing the "illegitimate
and unconstitutional" nature of a separate
Alberta (Page 30). This could lead to a three-
way civil conflict over land rights and
resource control.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Review all diplomatic immunity
agreements for ICE agents operating in
Canada and at the border to prevent a
repeat of the Maine shooting incident on
Canadian soil.

* Economic: Diversify energy supply chains
away from the rai f
immediately, as the U.S. "guardian" model
increases long-term trade costs.

Hormuz

* Diplomatic: Formalize First Nations' roles
in Al governance to avoid veto-related
delays on national technological
infrastructure.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Prepare for GO Train
delays and infrastructure slowdowns in
Canada whenever humidex exceeds 40°C.

* Compliance: Private health providers must
audit Grifols-style subcontractor networks
to ensure they are not exposed to litigation
from "mad cow" disease risks.

* Capital Allocation: Invest in digital-only
distribution platforms, as the "physical
disc" market is functionally being killed by
major manufacturers to capture the used-
game market revenue.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative efforts are currently focused on
balancing rapid technological expansion with
indigenous rights and public safety responses
to gun violence.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o First Nations Clean Water Act (Bill
C37): Strategic intent is to provide safe
water for indigenous communities, but it
is currently stalled and watered down
per AFN leadership.

o Gun Reform Legislation: Recent
reforms aimed at toughening sentences
and restricting bail for gun crimes,
though police demand even harsher
classifications like "first-degree murder"

for street festival shootings.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_220000_Power_and_Politics_With_David_Cochrane
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_140000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_With_Aarti_Pole
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_140000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_With_Aarti_Pole
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_140000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_With_Aarti_Pole
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_140000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_With_Aarti_Pole
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_220000_Power_and_Politics_With_David_Cochrane
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_140000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_With_Aarti_Pole
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_140000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_With_Aarti_Pole
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_050000_The_National
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_050000_The_National
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_170000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_with_Andrew_Nichols_-_Live_from_Toronto
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_170000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_with_Andrew_Nichols_-_Live_from_Toronto
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_140000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_With_Aarti_Pole
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260714_170000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_with_Andrew_Nichols_-_Live_from_Toronto

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
c AFN Annual General Meeting:
Ongoing sessions to determine First

Nations AI strategy and responses to

Carney infrastructure projects.

o Wikibaks Housing Tribunal: Urgent
hearings on property repossession cases

in Montreal.

o Canadian Free Trade Agreement
Panel: Hearing the first-ever complaint
regarding interprovincial trade
discrimination against an Ontario
contractor in New Brunswick.

KEY STORIES

* U.S. Strikes on Iran: The US Central
Command targeted coastal facilities and
Kish Island following the failure of a peace
deal. Iran retaliated by hitting bases in
Bahrain and Jordan.

Record Canadian Heatwave: Toronto hit
35.6°C with a humidex of 45, while wildfire
smoke drifts south from Northern Quebec.

Operation Hardball Investigation: A
joint FBI/RCMP probe into Lawrence
Bishnoj’s India-linked criminal gang, which
is directing murders and extortions across

North America from prison cells in India.

Toronto Street Festival Shooting: A
"targeted" gun battle killed 25-year-old
Shakuan Kwashi and 20-year-old Cesar
Venaza, injuring five innocent bystanders.
Grifols Blood Scandal: Reports show the
private company accepted "Mad Cow" risk
donors and ignored safety flags, leading to
the death of 22-year-old Rodiat Alabide.

ICE Fatal Shootings: A 26-year-old
Colombian man was killed in Maine and a
52-year-old builder in Texas, sparking anti-
ICE protests in both states.

* Gordie Howe Bridge Opening: Canada
and the US set an opening for July 27th,
but profit sharing for the $6.4B project
remains contentious.

* First Inuit University: The campus site in
Alvet (200km north of Churchill) was
confirmed, with courses designed around
"Arctic sovereignty."

* Sony Ends Physical Discs: Sony will shift
to digital-only games by 2028, sparking
270,000 petition signatures from gamers
fearing loss of ownership.

Bangkok Pub Fire: A short circuit at the
Hancock Pub caused a "jet fire" that killed
27 people who were trapped in a
windowless bathroom.

* Terranova Shipwreck Exploration:
Historic research ship used by Robert
Falcon Scott is being documented via 3D

modeling off the coast of Greenland.

* FIFA World Cup Semi-Finals: France and
Spain set to meet in Dallas, with thousands
of fans turning the streets blue.

* Anaplasmosis Growth: Tick-borne disease
is spreading in Ontario and Manitoba,
distinct from Lyme disease as it lacks the
"bull's-eye" rash.

e« Edmonton Block Fire: A fatal fire on
132nd Avenue broke out after a car hit a
gas line, resulting in one casualty.

* Assinaboine River Flooding: Brandon,
Manitoba, is on evacuation notice as dikes
struggle to hold back a river that rose 2
meters in a week.

* Meta Smart Glasses Privacy: Celebrities
and advocacy groups warn that Meta's

glasses allow for unauthorized recording

without a visible indicator light.
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* Groundwater Insurance Denials: Ottawa
homeowners are being denied flood claims
because rainwater entered through
"foundation cracks" rather than overland
flow.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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