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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasting cycle for July 14, 2026, was

dominated  by  a  convergence  of  systemic

institutional  failures  within  Nigeria  and  a

tightening  global  energy  market  driven  by

renewed United States-Iran hostilities. At the

forefront is the PFIP scandal,  involving the

arrest of Denny Yadeyami, the self-acclaimed

Director  General  of  a  fraudulent  federal

agency  that  successfully  bypassed  internal

verification  systems  to  secure  1.3  billion

Naira in the 2026 national budget. This case

has  triggered  a  wider  investigation  into

institutional  gaps where  forged  presidential

letters and bribery allegedly enabled access to

sensitive government facilities, office space in

the  federal  secretariat,  and  even  the

acquisition  of  Central  Bank  of  Nigeria

(CBN) accounts.  The  scandal  highlights  a

critical  "skepticism  deficit"  within  the  civil

service,  where  questioning  authority  is

increasingly viewed as an act of opposition.

Simultaneously, the 10th National Assembly

utilized its "Open Week" to project a counter-

narrative of  transparency and reform.  While

legislative leaders touted the passage of 363

bills and  the  introduction  of  interest-free

student  loans,  the  sessions  were

overshadowed by the persistent insecurity in

the  North  and  the  recent  rescue  of  44

citizens in  Oyo  State.  Tensions  between

federal  and  state  governance  flared  as  the

Senate  cautioned  Governor  Seyi  Makinde

against  seeking  international  intervention in

domestic security matters. This coincides with

the executive's transmission of a robust State

Police  Bill intended  to  address  the

"ungovernable  spaces"  utilized  by  terrorists

and  kidnappers,  though  critics  remain

skeptical of potential political manipulation at

the state level.

In  the  economic  sphere,  the  Dangote

Petroleum  Refinery announced  a  shift  to

dollar-denominated  transactions for

refined products, setting ex-depot prices at 77

to 88 cents per liter for petrol. This move,

effectively  ending  "Naira-for-crude"

arrangements,  is  projected  to  inflict  higher

costs  on  Nigerian  consumers  despite  a

temporary global oil  price surge to $85 per

barrel following  US  military  strikes and  a

reinstated blockade of Iranian ports. Analysts

warn  that  without  government  intervention,

the "dollarization" of  the downstream sector

will  create  a  significant  liquidity  crisis  and

provide  opportunities  for  middle-men  to

manipulate prices at the pump.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Arrest  in  PFIP  Phantom  Agency

Scandal: Denny Yadeyami was arrested in

Osun State following a federal  high court

warrant  for  forgery,  fraud,  and

impersonation.  The  case  involves

allegations that he paid 400 million Naira

in  bribes  to  insiders  to  secure  a  fake

presidential  appointment  and insert  a  1.3

billion  Naira  allocation into  the  national

budget.

Orire Abduction Fallout and Rescue: 39

pupils and teachers were rescued after 56

days  in  captivity.  The  Senate  officially

rebuked the Oyo State Governor for calling

on the UN to investigate,  viewing it  as  a

slight against national security agencies.

Dangote Pricing Pivot: The refinery fixed

automotive  gas  oil  (diesel)  at  $1.87  per

liter and  aviation  fuel  at  94  cents,

signaling a definitive end to local currency

purchases and raising fears of manipulation

in a fragile downstream market.

State Police Bill Transmission: President

Tinubu transmitted an executive version of

the  State  Police  Bill to  the  National

Assembly,  which  promises  more  robust

rights protections than previous versions to

prevent the force from becoming a "private

instrument" of state governors.

US-Iran  Escalation: Donald  Trump

reinstated  the  blockade  of  Iranian  ports

and announced plans to levy a 20% fee on

all cargo transiting the Strait of Hormuz,

driving global oil volatility.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The  10th  National  Assembly's  third-year

scorecard  highlights  2,747  bills

submitted,  with  72  receiving

presidential  assent,  the  highest  volume

since 1999.

The PFIP scandal reveals a collapse of the

"engine  house  of  government,"  with  the

SGF's office and Head of Service failing to

verify  a fake appointment letter for  a DG

position.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Financial  Derivatives  Company  projects

inflation  to  ease  to  15.88% in  June,

though  fuel  price  dollarization  threatens

this downward trend.

Nigeria  concluded  a  double  taxation

elimination agreement with Hong Kong

to support trade and investment.

Armed Conflict & Terrorism

Internal  disputes  within  the  APC

primaries in Zamfara North suggest that

insecurity  was  weaponized as  a  political

tool to influence the 2023 results.

Security  experts  emphasize  that  mass

abductions are  increasingly  used  as

collateral  for  negotiations to  release

terrorist leaders in DSS custody.

Energy & Critical Minerals

Nasarawa State is  positioning itself  as a

hub  for  lithium  processing and

decentralized  mini-grids to  power  new

industrial zones.
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The  World  Bank  identifies  mini-grids as

the most cost-efficient way to electrify the

80-90 million Nigerians without current

grid access.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Institutional "Skepticism Deficit"

A recurring theme across multiple segments

is  the  degradation  of  institutional

oversight due to a culture where questioning

higher  authority  is  labeled  "enemy  action."

This  environment  allowed  the  PFIP—a non-

existent agency—to operate for two years. The

failure was not a bypass of the system, but a

failure of the people within the system to

perform  basic  verification  of  documents

purportedly  from  the  Chief  of  Staff.  This

"skepticism  deficit"  is  mirrored  in  the

judiciary  and  civil  service,  where  minority

opinions  are  stigmatized,  leading  to  a

dangerous lack of checks and balances.

The  Transformation  of  Insecurity  into

Political Currency

Insecurity  is  no  longer  just  a  tactical

challenge  but  a  central  political  variable.

The Orire rescue was immediately politicized,

with federal authorities chiding state leaders

for involving the UN, while local youth leaders

in  the  North  argue  that  2027  election

calculations are already driving the current

wave  of  school  kidnappings.  The  narrative

suggests  that  certain  actors  are  using  mass

abductions  to  discredit  the  administration,

much as it was done in 2014, while the state

responds with psychological operations and

secretive  negotiations  for  the  exchange  of

high-profile detainees.

Energy Sovereignity vs. Market Realities

Nigeria is attempting a pivotal shift towards

energy independence through the Electricity

Act 2023 and the Dangote Refinery,  yet it

remains shackled by global dollar liquidity.

The "dollarization" of local fuel prices erodes

the  benefits of  having  domestic  refining

capacity.  While  states  like  Nasarawa  and

Lagos are decentralizing their power markets,

the  underlying  liquidity  crisis in  the  "on-

grid"  space  remains  a  "hotless"  barrier  to

reliable  supply,  as  consumers  refuse  to  pay

estimated bills in a low-trust environment.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Nigerian state is facing a crisis of trust

across  its  primary  political  structures.  The

African  Democratic  Congress  (ADC) and

All Progressives Congress (APC) are both

embroiled  in  legal  warfare over  internal

leadership and primary outcomes. In Zamfara,

allegations  persist  that  250  billion  Naira

was  misappropriated by  the  previous

administration,  yet  the  current  governor  is

accused of  "silence"  due to  shifting political

alliances. This internal rot is fueling a sense of

drift  in  society,  with  civil  society  leaders

warning that public trust is declining fast 

as we speak.

Institutional  decay  is  further  evidenced  by

labor  unrest.  The  Trade  Union  Congress

(TUC) reports  that  8.2%  of  GDP remains

insufficiently  accounted  for,  with  major

projects  like the coastal  road suffering from

opaque  engineering  costs.  Meanwhile,  the

Academic  Staff  Union  of  Secondary

Schools has  successfully  pressured  the

government  to  suspend  a  hike in

examination  fees  from  30,000  to  50,000

Naira,  noting that such a policy would have

triggered  mass  dropouts among  families

earning a 70,000 Naira minimum wage.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as

increasingly  hostile  and  transactional,

particularly  with  the  return  of  Donald

Trump's "Maximum  Pressure"  tactics.  The

threat of a 20% transit fee on global oil in

the  Strait  of  Hormuz  is  framed  as  a

unilateral  weaponization of  vital  trade

routes.  Nigeria  is  reacting  defensively  by

seeking  more  stable  bilateral  ties,  such  as

the tax treaty with Hong Kong, and Russia's

overtures for  a  third  Africa-Russia  summit

focused  on  food  security  and

industrialization.

Nigeria's  posture  is  also  one  of  regional

leadership in  health  and  tax  reform.  The

African Medicines Agency treaty is  being

utilized to position Nigeria as a hub for local

pharmaceutical production in Borno State,

while the West African Tax Administration

Forum (WATAF) is pushing for regional tax

harmonization  to  mobilize  domestic  revenue

and  reduce  dependency  on  shrinking  donor

funding for HIV/AIDS and other public health

emergencies.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market  sentiment  is  mixed,  with  the  NGX

showing  high  returns  in  dollar  terms  (64%

YTD)  while  suffering  a  0.84% drop in  the

latest session due to profit-taking. Geopolitical

risk is  the dominant factor influencing the

outlook,  as  any  flare-up  in  the  Persian  Gulf

could  disrupt  global  oil  flows to  a

catastrophic degree.

Inflation: Targeted  at  15.88% for  June,

down  from  15.93%,  but  facing  upward

pressure from depreciating Naira and fuel

costs.

Commodities: Brent crude at $85/barrel;

WTI  at  $80.15.  Dangote  petrol  cost  at

Coastal  Deliveries fixed  at  $1.44  per

metric ton as of Monday.

Currency: The  Naira's  depreciation is

cited  as  a  primary  driver  of  commodity

price hikes entering July.

Public  Finance: 8.2%  of  GDP is

unaccounted  for;  8.8  trillion  Naira in

plunder is alleged by opposition and labor

leaders.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political and judicial shifts indicate a period of

active  purging  and  consolidation as  the

2027 election cycle approaches.

Denny  Yadeyami: Arrested  DG  of  the

fraudulent  PFIP.  His  status  signals  a

significant  blow to  his  intermediaries,

including  Dolako  Tanimola,  who

reportedly died in a suspicious fire.

Usman Diane: Appointed as President of

the  Senegalese Constitutional  Council,

a strategic move amidst regional electoral

reforms.

Francis  Ishabi: New  Director  of  West

Operations  for  FERMA,  tasked  with

rehabilitating 18,690 km of federal roads.

Uba Sani: The Kaduna Governor is being

framed as a "visionary leader" and "head

boy of governors" due to  his  aggressive

road infrastructure drive.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  focus  is  highly  nationalistic

concerning  infrastructure  but  deeply

skeptical toward  civil  service  integrity.  The

PFIP scandal was the "Lead Story," framed
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as  a  "learning  moment"  to  expose

bureaucratic  rot.  The  Orire  rescue was

treated with patriotic fervor, yet the reporting

on  the  suspicious  death of  the  PFIP

intermediary  adds  an  element  of  political

thriller to  the  day's  news.  Conspicuous

Omissions: While road projects were covered

exhaustively, there was zero mention of the

specific legislative text of the State Police Bill,

despite  it  being  a  central  debate  point.

Furthermore,  the cost of the Orire rescue

operation in terms of military casualties was

buried behind glowing tributes to leadership.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  world  is  seen  as  a  "wild  forest  with

lions and crocodiles," requiring Nigeria to

move  with  super-human  effort to  secure  its

interests.

United States (Donald Trump): Framed

as unpredictable and adversarial toward

global  stability.  His  rhetoric  about  "sick

people" and "liars" in Iranian leadership is

cited as a barrier to diplomacy.

Iran: Portrayed  as  a  vulnerable  yet

defiant state  under  blockade,  facing

internal  mourning  for  Ayatollah

Khamenei amidst threats of revenge.

Russia: Framed as a pragmatic partner

for  Africa,  positioning  itself  as  a  "great

power" that  can  ensure  food  security

where Western systems have failed.

Israel: Portrayed as an aggressive state

actor,  recently  involved in  the  strikes  on

Iran and a controversial sale of pagers to

Hezbollah through a front company.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Information  is  being  weaponized  to  shape

electoral  outcomes and  hide  institutional

failures. The PFIP scandal involves narrative

seeding,  with  the  suspect  claiming  he  is

being "framed by fire and force" to silence

his  knowledge  of  insider  involvement.

Simultaneously,  "self-styled  human  rights

activists"  are  reportedly  gathering

momentum on the streets, gaining trust that

organized labor has lost. The media delta here

is  significant:  the  government  presents  the

PFIP DG as a "one-man con artist," while

internal logic suggests his budgetary success

could  only  be  achieved  with  high-level

complicity from at least 20 officials across

the Presidency and Finance Ministry.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  Collapse  of  Naira-based  Energy:

Dangote's  move  to  dollar  pricing will

likely force the government to reintroduce

implicit  subsidies or  face  significant

social unrest as petrol costs exceed 1,300

Naira at the pump.

Institutional Purge: The ICPC's 30-day

investigation into  the  PFIP  scandal  will

likely  lead  to  the  removal  of  senior

figures in the Budget Office and the Office

of the SGF to restore public confidence.

Security Regionalization: The passage of

the  State  Police  Bill will  lead  to  a

fragmented  security  landscape,  where

states  like  Oyo  and  Borno  develop

drastically different response architectures,

potentially leading to inter-state friction

over "ungovernable" border corridors.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect Denny

Yadeyami's September 13 arraignment

to  be  a  major  flashpoint.  Any  failure  to

produce him in court or another "suspicious

death" of a witness will likely trigger civil

unrest.  Market  volatility  will  continue  as

the 20% Hormuz fee is debated at the UN.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 2027

election  positioning will  solidify,  with

Northern youth blocks likely threatening a

vote  of  no  confidence unless  the  Askira

abductees are rescued. Implementation of

mini-grids in Nasarawa will provide a pilot

case for state-level energy sovereignty.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Nigeria's

transition to a one-trillion-dollar export

economy will depend entirely on the local

processing  of  cocoa  and  lithium,  as

exports  of  raw materials  currently  return

only 10-15% value to the macroeconomy.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  operating  environment  is  characterized

by  high-impact,  low-probability

institutional  threats and  high-probability

economic shocks.

Energy  Supply  Chain  Collapse:

Reinstatement  of  the  Hormuz  blockade

and  Trump's  shipping  fees.  Trigger: A

"hot  war"  eruption  in  the  Persian  Gulf.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Global  oil

spikes, Nasdaq crash, and local fuel riots.

Mitigation: Accelerated domestic refining

and refinery decentralization.

Total  Loss  of  Civil  Service  Integrity:

Verification  that  PFIP-style  fraud is

systemic  rather  than an isolated incident.

Trigger: ICPC  finding  budget  codes  for

other  non-existent  agencies.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Collapse  of  the  2026

budget  credibility.  Mitigation: Mandatory

digital  agency  register and  auditor  term

limits.

Hyper-inflationary  Spiral: Convergence

of  Naira  depreciation and  fuel

dollarization.  Trigger: Naira  hitting

1,900/USD while  fuel  is  priced  in  USD.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Economic

paralysis  and  mass  school  dropouts. 

Mitigation: Stakeholder  intervention  in

downstream pricing.

Escalation  of  Asymmetric  School

Attacks: Terrorists  utilizing  Askira

captives as  human  shields  to  prevent

tactical  changes by  security  forces.

Trigger: A failed military rescue attempt.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: National

trauma  and  closure  of  rural  education

centers.  Mitigation: Full  implementation

of the Safe Schools Initiative.

Public  Health  Funding Cliff: Shocks  in

HIV/AIDS  donor  funding failing  to  be

met by domestic co-financing. Trigger: US

funding  cuts during  transition  years.

Likelihood: High. Impact: Interruption of

ARV  access for  2  million  Nigerians. 

Mitigation: State-level HIV Trust Funds.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcasts failed to explain how a 38-

year-old  individual without  a  prior  civil

service  record  could  bypass  Department

of  State  Services  (DSS)  background

checks to gain proximity to the President.
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There  is  no  accounting  for  the  specific

source  of  the  400  million  Naira

allegedly  used for  bribes—whether  it  was

self-funded or provided by foreign agents.

Reports  on  the  Orire  rescue did  not

specify if any monetary ransom was truly

paid, despite the President's denial, leaving

a vacuum for community skepticism.

The  impact  of  illegal  mining on  the

security  landscape  in  Plateau  and

Nasarawa  is  mentioned  as  a  "driver"  of

conflict  but  the  identities  of  the

corporate/state  entities benefiting  from

these  ungoverned  pits are  conspicuously

absent.

The status of the "interest-free" student

loan fund is  touting in principle,  but the

actual  disbursement  mechanism and

current  beneficiary  count  remain

unverified.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "PFIP" as a Deep State Intelligence

Operation: A  contrarian  view  suggests  the

agency was not a fake but an unauthorized

intelligence front that became "burned" and

was  subsequently  disowned  to  protect  high-

level  sensitive  government  records.  The

suspicious death of  the central  intermediary

in  a  "sudden  fire"  supports  the  theory of  a

systematic  cover-up  rather  than  a  simple

fraud case.

The  State  Police  Bill  as  a  Pre-Electoral

Weapon: While  presented  as  a  security

solution,  the  bill's  safeguards may  be  a

"Trojan  horse"  to  allow  incumbent

governors to  persecute  political  opponents

ahead of the 2027 elections under the guise of

"clearing operations."

Potential  "Black  Swan"  Events: A  total

regional  power  grid  collapse across  West

Africa driven by DISCO non-payment and lack

of  CAPEX  investment,  leading  to  a  de-

industrialization that  no  amount  of  road

construction can offset.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Shift  from  reactionary  "rescue

missions"  to  drone-based  patrols and

community-led  reporting  systems in

ungoverned spaces.

Economic: Renegotiate  "Naira-for-crude"

deals  with  domestic  refiners  to  insulate

local  pump  prices from  dollarized

operating costs.

Diplomatic: Formalize  regional  tax  and

medicine  treaties to  counteract  the

unpredictability of US-centric maritime

levies.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain: Diversify logistics routes

away  from  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  in

anticipation of major disruptions.

Compliance: Implement  internal

forensic  audits following  the  Wirecard/

Madoff  lessons cited  as  precedents  for

Nigeria's current institutional crisis.

Investment: Pivot  toward  off-grid

renewable energy projects in Nasarawa

and Lagos, which provide more bankable

returns than the fragile national grid.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The National Assembly is currently navigating

a  period  of  high-stakes  constitutional
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review,  focusing  on  security

decentralization and  economic

modernization.  The  10th  Assembly  is

presenting  itself  as  accountable  and  open,

though  critics  note  a  gap  between  bills

passed and presidential assents.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Executive  State  Police  Bill: A

comprehensive  bill  seeking to  establish

state-level  police  forces  with  strict

federal boundaries to prevent political

abuse.

Special  Seats  for  Women  Bill: A

considered  answer  to  low  female

representation,  proposing an electoral

college model for women's seats.

Citizenship Amendment Bill: Seeking

to  standardize  spousal  citizenship

and introduce citizenship by investment

for economic growth.

Interest-Free  Student  Loan  Act:

Aimed  at  expanding  educational

access for indigent students across the

federation.

Birth  and  Death  Compulsory

Registration  Act  Repeal: Seeking  to

modernize  civil  registration via  a

digital system.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

NASS Open Week: A week-long series

of citizen-focused dialogues to unveil

the  third-year  scorecard of  the  1000

representatives.

Cocoa  Value  Addition  Summit:

Convened  to  shift  from  raw  bean

exports to  local  processing to  capture

2.7 trillion Naira in value.

Osun  Election  Peace  and  Security

Summit: Focusing  on  credible  and

secure governorship elections for 2026.

KEY STORIES

Denny  Yadeyami  Arrested: The  self-

proclaimed  DG  of  the  PFIP  was

apprehended  in  Osun  State  for

impersonation  and  fraud following  a

court warrant.

Orire  Students  Reunited: 31  out  of  39

rescued pupils were discharged from the

hospital in Oyor State, while eight remain

under medical observation.

Trump  Reinstates  Iran  Blockade: US

President Donald Trump reverses his fee

proposal in favor of a full port blockade

near the Strait of Hormuz.

Nasarawa Lithium Factory: Governor of

Nasarawa  passionate  about  the  new

factory and its energy requirements via

mini-grids.

Kaduna  Road  Infrastructure: Governor

Uba  Sani  commissions  140  new  road

projects spanning 1,335 km to transform

rural access.

Dangote  Fuel  Dollarization: Refined

products now priced in USD, with coastal

petrol  fixed  at  $1.44  per  metric  ton to

manage costs.

Bwari Water Project: First Lady Senator

Remi  Tinubu  and  Minister  Wike

commission  a  water  supply  network in

Abuja's satellite towns.

ADC Leadership Crisis: Court of  Appeal

upholds  judgment  invalidating

congresses led by the David Mark faction.

Naka HIV Report: Significant reduction in

new  infections from  60,000  to  6,000

annually, though funding shocks loom.

Ebola  Strike  in  DRC: Medical  staff  in

Ituri province strike over unpaid wages

amidst a persistent outbreak.
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Nigeria  Joins  IEA: Nigeria  becomes  an

associate  member of  the  International

Energy Agency to attract investment.

Lagos  Waste-to-Energy: The  biogas

plant in Lagos now processes fruit waste

into electricity and cooking gas via solar

systems.

Wizkid  UK  Certification: 2015  track

"Ojuelegba"  receives  Silver  certification

in the UK after surpassing sales milestones.

MMIA  Airport  Refurbishment: MMIA

Terminal  1  undergoes  an  eagle-inspired 

architectural  redesign to  improve  cargo

operations.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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