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EUROPE ASSERTS STRATEGIC

AUTONOMY THROUGH A NEW

MISSILE SHIELD AND BASTILLE DAY

UNITY WHILE THE US-IRAN

CONFLICT ESCALATES TOWARD A

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 14, 2026, marks a definitive shift in the

transatlantic alliance as European nations, led

by  France  and  Denmark,  increasingly

prioritize strategic autonomy in response to

aggressive  unilateralism  from  the  United

States  under  President  Donald  Trump.  The

announcement of a joint European-Ukrainian

missile  defense system,  intended  to  operate

independently of American support, signals a

long-term  decoupling  of  security  interests.

This move is underscored by the high-profile

participation  of  35  European  nations  in  the

Bastille Day military parade in Paris, framed

as  a  "strategic  awakening"  and  a  direct

counter-signal  to  Russian  aggression  and

American unpredictability in the international

system.

Simultaneously, the Middle East has entered a

period of acute instability as President Trump

formally declared the resumption of war with

Iran  following  attacks  on  shipping  in  the

Strait  of  Hormuz.  The  administration’s

fluctuating  strategy—oscillating  between  a

20% shipping tariff and a full naval blockade—

has  triggered  immediate  volatility  in  global

energy markets, with oil prices reaching four-

week  highs  and  Danish  gasoline  prices

jumping  40  øre  per  liter overnight.  This

external  shock  is  compounding  domestic

pressures  in  Denmark,  where  a  record-

breaking  heatwave  and  severe  drought  are

straining  infrastructure  and  increasing

wildfire risks across Northern Jutland and the

islands.

Domestic  governance  in  Denmark  is  further

challenged  by  a  widening  divide  between

urban  and  rural  interests.  The  government

faces  backlash  over  the  absence  of  road

pricing  in  its  new  platform,  despite  SF-led

ministry appointments,  while  coastal  towns

like  Skagen  grapple  with  a  housing  crisis

driven by a lack of residency requirements for

summer  homes.  Meanwhile,  in  Greenland,

widespread  protests  against  American  oil

drilling  near  Mittodormik highlight  a

growing  indigenous  movement  to  protect

environmental  sovereignty  against

multinational  extraction  projects  across  five

cities.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

European  Missile  Defense  Coalition:

Ten  European  nations  have  committed  to

developing an autonomous missile defense

system  to  protect  the  continent  from

Russian ballistic threats without American

assistance.
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US-Iran Hostilities: President Trump has

officially  re-entered  war  status  with  Iran,

implementing a naval blockade in the Strait

of Hormuz and considering unconventional

shipping  taxes to  fund  US  protection

forces.

Climatic  Stress  and  Agricultural

Records: A  historic  heatwave  is  causing

"tropical nights" in Denmark and impacting

the Tour de France, yet has paradoxically

led to a record-breaking cherry harvest due

to ideal spring pollination.

Greenlandic  Sovereignty  Protests:

Indigenous groups and government leaders

in  Greenland  have  mobilized  against  an

American  company’s  oil  exploration  plans

in East Greenland, citing existential threats

to small communities.

UK Political Succession: Andy Burnham

has  secured  the  necessary  support  to

succeed Keir Starmer as the leader of the

Labor  Party,  signaling a  potential  shift  in

British domestic and foreign policy.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  US  has  initiated  a  60-day  period of

authorized military strikes against  Iranian

missile and drone facilities without further

Congressional approval.

European  nations  are  leveraging  the

Bastille Day parade to showcase collective

military  strength,  including  the  Danish

F-35 deployment over Paris.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The "Coalition of the Willing" in Europe is

actively integrating Ukraine into long-term

defense  structures,  bypassing  traditional

NATO/US-led hierarchies.

President Trump is utilizing "Twitter-style"

diplomacy,  calling  the  Iranian  leadership

"scum" and refusing further negotiations.

Climate & Extreme Weather

DMI  has  issued  extreme  fire  danger

warnings (red level) for Fyn, Lolland, and

Falster  due  to  unprecedented  drought

conditions.

Heat stress is forcing the reorganization of

the Tour de France, with riders demanding

earlier  start  times to  avoid  40-degree

Celsius peak temperatures.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Shipping industry leaders warn that a 20%

transit  tax in the Strait  of  Hormuz would

make global maritime trade "unviable" and

drive hyper-inflation in energy costs.

Danish  analysis  reveals  that  one-fifth  of

homes in  28  municipalities  are  owned by

non-residents,  hollowing  out  local

economies and raising housing prices.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Fragmentation  of  the  Transatlantic

Security Umbrella

The  primary  strategic  narrative  is  the

intentional distancing of the European Union

from  Washington.  While  the  US  focuses  on

escalating Middle Eastern conflicts, European

leaders are framing their defense as a matter

of "autonomy" rather than "alliance." The joint

missile  project  with  Ukraine  is  not  just  a

tactical  defense  measure;  it  is  a  political

statement that Europe can and must protect

itself without a reliable American partner. The

emotional core of this trend was visible in the

Paris parade, where Danish soldiers marched
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as part of an independent European family 

of nations.

Indigenous  Resistance  and  Resource

Sovereignty

Greenland’s  protests  represent  a  growing

trend  of  indigenous  populations  challenging

the "gas station" model of their territory. The

involvement of Jens Frederik Nielsen in the

protests  in  Nuuk indicates  that  this  is  no

longer a fringe activist movement but a core

element  of  Greenlandic  state  policy.  This

resistance to American oil interests suggests a

potential  future flashpoint  between the US's

Arctic  energy  ambitions  and  Greenland's

environmental survival strategies.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Denmark:  The  "Summer  House"  Crisis

and Urban Congestion

The Danish domestic front is characterized by

socio-economic friction in coastal regions and

paralysis  in  transport  policy.  The  lack  of

residency  obligations (bopælspligt)  in

Skagen has led to a situation where over one-

third of homes are vacant for most of the year,

hollowing  out  schools  and  local  institutions.

Simultaneously,  the  newly  appointed

Transport Minister, Sine Munk, is under fire

for abandoning road pricing promises, despite

overwhelming evidence that traffic congestion

is  costing  the  Danish  economy  31  billion

DKK annually.  This suggests a government

struggling  to  reconcile  its  green  ambitions

with  the  political  risk  of  taxing  motorists

during a period of record-high fuel prices.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as

increasingly  anarchic and  zero-sum.  The

"Outside  World"  is  framed  as  a  series  of

threats:  Russian  hybrid  warfare,  Iranian

aggression, and American economic volatility.

Denmark has responded by pivoting toward a

more assertive regional posture, deploying

F-35s and infantry to European shows of force

and  participating  in  new  defense  coalitions.

The state is actively weaponizing its military

symbolic capital to secure a seat at the table

of  a  future  "Strategic  Europe,"  fearing

isolation should the US completely withdraw

from European security commitments.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is dominated by geopolitical

risk  pricing  in  the  energy  sector,  with

significant concerns regarding the viability of

global  shipping  lanes  and  the  impact  of

domestic inflation.

Commodities: Oil prices surged by nearly

3% following  the  Hormuz  blockade

announcement,  leading  to  a  40  øre

increase  in  Danish  gasoline  list  prices

overnight.

Infrastructure Costs: Congestion in major

Danish cities is estimated to have an annual

economic impact of 31 billion DKK.

Agriculture: Despite  the  drought,  cherry

farmers in Messinge expect an 18-20 ton

harvest,  double that of  the previous year

due to warm spring conditions.

Auction Markets: A 67-million-year-old T-

Rex  skeleton  sold  for  327  million  DKK,

setting a new record for dinosaur fossils.
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Housing: Home prices in tourist areas like

Skagen  and  Blåvand  are  being  pushed

upward by out-of-town investors, displacing

local young families.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Key  personnel  shifts  across  Europe  and  the

UK indicate a consolidation of power among

factions favoring pragmatic stability or rapid

defense integration.

Andy Burnham: Has successfully secured

349  parliamentarians to  become  the  new

leader  of  the  UK  Labor  Party,  effectively

blocking any challengers.

Julia  Sividenko: The  Ukrainian  Prime

Minister  is  stepping  down as  part  of  a

major  government  reshuffle  initiated  by

President Zelensky.

Sine Munk: The former SF spokesperson

has  been  named  Transport  Minister,

though  her  immediate  retreat  on  road

pricing suggests limited political capital.

Mariusborg  Højby: The  son  of  the

Norwegian Crown Princess has left prison

to  serve  the  remainder  of  his  sentence

under house arrest with an ankle monitor.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  broadcast  exhibits  a  nationalistic  yet

apprehensive tone.  The  lead  hierarchy

prioritizes  European  Unity (Bastille  Day/

Missile  Shield)  and  External  Threats (US-

Iran  Conflict).  The  editorial  choice  to

repeatedly link the Danish heatwave to global

climate trends while  highlighting the record

cherry  harvest  creates  a  jarring  contrast

between  domestic  comfort  and  existential

environmental  risk.  Buried  stories include

the specific details of the Greenlandic protests

and the internal dissent within the SF party

regarding road pricing, which were minimized

in  favor  of  the  spectacle  of  the  Paris

parade.  A  conspicuous  omission  is  any

detailed discussion of  how the 20% Hormuz

tax would specifically affect Danish shipping

giant Maersk, despite the focus on maritime

security.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext reveals a world where traditional

alliances  are  decaying  into  transactional

relationships,  and  European  states  are

desperately  trying  to  project  an  image  of

collective competence to  deter  both Russian

aggression and American interference.

United States / Donald Trump: Portrayed

as  inept,  chaotic,  and  volatile.  The

broadcast highlights the "zigzag course" of

US  policy  in  Hormuz  as  a  source  of

confusion for allies and markets alike.

France / Emmanuel Macron: Framed as

the  unifier  and  visionary of  a  new

Europe.  The  Bastille  Day  festivities  are

presented  as  a  strong  signal of  his

successful "strategic awakening" initiative.

Russia  /  Vladimir  Putin: Depicted  as

weak  and  isolated,  with  the  broadcast

contrasting  the  massive  European  parade

with Putin's  "reduced" May 8th parade in

Moscow.

Iran: Portrayed as a chaotic yet resilient

foe that  has  "won"  the  tactical  battle  for

control of the Hormuz Strait in the eyes of

its people.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  term  "Strategic

Awakening"  is  being  actively  seeded  by

European governments to rebrand the US

withdrawal from the continent as a positive

move toward independence.

Psychological  Operations: The inclusion

of  Ukrainian  soldiers  in  the  Bastille  Day

parade is a clear message to Moscow that

Ukraine is already a de facto member of the

European security architecture.

Censorship/Omission: The  Iranian

Revolutionary  Guard's  Persian  statements

are  presented  without  full  translation in

some  segments,  focusing  only  on  the

"scum" rhetoric from the US to simplify the

conflict for a domestic audience.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Transatlantic  Decoupling: If  the

European  missile  shield  succeeds  in  its

development phase this year, we will see a

formal  reduction  in  NATO  funding from

several EU nations by 2027.

Energy  Hyper-inflation: The  proposed

20%  shipping  tax,  if  implemented,  will

likely lead to a global recession within six

months as fuel and consumer goods costs

become unsustainable.

Greenlandic  Independence  Surge: The

alignment  of  Nuuk  leadership  with  anti-

American  protests  suggests  that  the

Greenlandic  government  will  use

environmental  sovereignty as  a  primary

lever  for  seeking  full  independence  from

the Kingdom of Denmark.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate

gas  price  volatility and  possible  retaliatory

Iranian strikes against US bases in Jordan and

Bahrain. In Denmark, the fire risk will remain

extreme  until  a  significant  weather  shift

forecasted for the weekend.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The formation

of the European missile coalition will lead to

new  procurement  contracts for  European

defense firms (e.g., Terma, Thales), while the

UK under Andy Burnham will likely seek re-

integration with  European  defense

structures.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The hollowing out of

Danish  tourist  towns  could  lead  to  major

legislative  changes regarding  property

ownership  for  non-residents.  Globally,  the

Strait  of  Hormuz  may  be  permanently

patrolled  by  competing  naval  coalitions (US

vs.  EU/China),  ending  the  era  of  a  single

maritime guarantor.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Hormuz Maritime Chokepoint  Failure:

A full blockade or the imposition of a 20%

tax could halt essential oil flows. Triggers:

Iranian seizure of another tanker or formal

US  tax  implementation.  Likelihood:  High.

Impact:  Catastrophic.  Mitigations:

Accelerated  transition  to  renewables  and

strategic petroleum reserve releases.
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Danish Infrastructure Collapse due to

Drought: The  "red"  fire  alert  level

indicates a high risk of wildfires destroying

critical  rail  or  road  links.  Triggers:

Discarded  cigarettes  or  sparks  from

agricultural  machinery.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  High.  Mitigations:

Stricter  enforcement  of  fire  bans  and

increased aerial firefighting readiness.

Social  Unrest  in  Greenland: Protests

against American oil drilling could escalate

into  a  nationwide  strike.  Triggers:  The

arrival  of  drilling  equipment  in

Mittodormik. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:

Moderate  (Geopolitical  friction).

Mitigations: Diplomatic mediation between

Nuuk and Washington.

Heat-Related  Mass  Casualty  Events:

The persistent 40-degree heat in Southern

Europe  poses  a  threat  to  athletes  and

spectators. Triggers: Failure to reschedule

outdoor  events.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Moderate.  Mitigations:  Mandatory

rescheduling of events to morning/evening

hours.

Cyber-Physical  Attacks  on  Missile

Shield  Development: Russia  may  target

the  new  EU-Ukraine  defense  project

through  industrial  sabotage.  Triggers:

Finalization  of  joint  venture  agreements.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  High.

Mitigations:  Enhanced  cybersecurity  for

defense contractors.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcast fails to detail the financial

mechanism for the new European missile

shield, leaving it unclear how much of the

Danish budget will be diverted away from

social services.

There is no verified evidence of the Iranian

attacks that  allegedly  prompted  Trump’s

new  blockade,  with  the  network  relying

heavily on US administration claims.

The  perspective  of  the  300 residents  of

Mittodormik is  filtered  through  Nuuk-

based  activists,  leaving  a  gap  in

understanding local economic needs versus

national environmentalist goals.

The health of Keir Starmer or the specific

reasons for his departure are unaddressed,

leaving the Burnham succession without its

necessary political context.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Potemkin"  Missile  Shield: The

European missile defense initiative may be a

psychological  operation  rather  than a  viable

project. The lack of US involvement and the

extreme  technical  difficulty  of  intercepting

Russian  hypersonic  missiles  suggest  this

might  be  a  stalling tactic to  keep Ukraine

engaged  while  European  capitals  privately

negotiate with Moscow.

The Cherry Harvest as an Environmental

Red Herring: While the record cherry crop is

presented as a silver lining of the heatwave, it

may  actually  be  a  biological  stress

response. Mass fruiting sometimes precedes

forest  die-offs  during  extreme  drought,

meaning  the  current  agricultural  success

masks an imminent ecosystem collapse.

Black  Swan  Event: An  inadvertent  clash

between a Danish F-35 and a Russian fighter

over  the  Baltic  during  the  Paris  festivities,

leading to a NATO Article 5 invocation at a

moment when the US is militarily preoccupied

in the Persian Gulf.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prioritize  the  creation  of  a  European

Energy  Escort  Service to  replace  US

naval  protection  in  the  Gulf,  ensuring

Maersk  and  other  EU  shippers  avoid  the

20% Trump tax.

Accelerate the Greenland-Nuuk Dialogue

to offer economic alternatives to oil drilling,

preventing  a  total  rupture  in  the

Rigesfællesskabet over resource extraction.

Implement  mandatory  heat-resiliency

building codes in Denmark to prepare for

the projected increase in "tropical  nights"

over the next decade.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Defense  Sector  Opportunity: Investors

should  pivot  toward  European-based

aerospace  and  radar  firms as  the  EU

begins  independent  procurement  for  the

missile shield project.

Logistics  Risk: Diversify  supply  chains

away from the Strait of Hormuz; even if the

tax  is  withdrawn,  the  risk  of  naval

skirmishes will  keep  insurance  premiums

prohibitively high.

Real  Estate  Warning: Be  cautious  of

"summer house"  investments  in  Denmark;

impending  residency  laws  and  drought-

driven  fire  risks could  significantly

devalue coastal assets.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  is  focused  on  defense

integration,  transport  taxes,  and  ethical

reforms in  the French parliament,  alongside

local Danish residency regulations.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

European Missile Initiative Treaty: A

10-nation  agreement  to  integrate

defense  industrial  bases  for  an

autonomous missile shield.

French  Euthanasia  Law: Proposed

legislation  for  "active  assistance  in

dying,"  currently  limited  to  French

citizens over 18.

Danish  Road  Pricing  Proposal: A

stalled  SF initiative  to  tax  motorists  to

combat urban congestion.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Trump  White  House  Presser:

Announcement of the naval blockade and

formal war declaration against Iran.

Mette  Frederiksen  in  Paris: Press

statements emphasizing Danish military

integration with the EU.

Nuuk  Demonstration  Briefing:

Greenlandic  government  leaders

addressing indigenous oil protests.

KEY STORIES

Strait  of  Hormuz  Conflict: President

Trump declares war on Iran and initiates a

naval  blockade,  threatening  a  20% tariff

on all shipping. Iran responds with missile

strikes on bases in Jordan and Bahrain.

European  Missile  Shield: Ten  nations,

including Denmark and Ukraine, announce

a  joint  defense  project to  secure  the

continent  from  ballistic  threats

independent of the US.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DR1_20260714_170000


Bastille  Day Parade: A  massive  military

show of force in Paris involving 35 nations

and Danish F-35s, themed as the "Strategic

Awakening" of Europe.

Greenland  Oil  Protests: Five  cities  in

Greenland,  led  by  Nuuk,  protest  against

American oil exploration near the small

town of Mittodormik in East Greenland.

Danish Heatwave and Drought: Record

temperatures  leading  to  fire  warnings

across  the  country  and  "tropical  nights"

with temperatures above 20 degrees.

Skagen  Housing  Crisis: Analysis  shows

one-third of homes in Skagen are owned

by  outsiders,  displacing  locals  and

destroying local institutional health.

Andy  Burnham  Ascension: The  British

politician  secures  349  backers to  become

the next leader of the Labor Party.

Tour  de  France  Heat  Strain: Tadej

Pogačar  and other  riders  face  40-degree

heat, leading to demands for earlier stage

starts to prevent health crises.

World Cup Semifinal: France and Spain

set to play in Dallas, USA, with optimism

among fans despite the 40-degree heat in

the stadium region.

Record Cherry Harvest: Farmers in Fyn

report  a  doubling  of  production to  20

tons  thanks  to  ideal  spring  pollination

weather.

Mariusborg  Højby  Parole: The

Norwegian  royal  relative  is  released  into

house  arrest with  an  ankle  monitor  after

serving part of a rape sentence.

T-Rex  Auction: A  skeleton  sells  for  327

million DKK to an anonymous buyer.

Road  Pricing  Debate: The  Danish

government abandons road pricing in its

latest  policy  platform,  drawing  criticism

from its own supporters.

Rotteanmeldelser Increase: Aarhus tops

the  list  for  rat  infestation  reports,  with

nearly 11,000 cases in the past year.

Baby  Name  Rankings: Alma  and  Oscar

top  the  list for  the  most  popular  baby

names in Denmark for 2025.

NaturApp Surge: 2,200 Danes  download

an  app  to  identify  invasive  Oak

Processionary Spiders (laven fra helvede)

over the weekend.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts
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that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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