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VENEZUELA NAVIGATES A FRAGILE

RECOVERY FROM A CATASTROPHIC

SEISMIC DOUBLET WHILE GLOBAL

MARKETS REEL FROM ESCALATING

US-IRAN MARITIME TENSIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  Venezuelan  state  is  currently  grappling

with the aftermath of a catastrophic "doublet"

seismic event that occurred on June 24, 2026,

consisting  of  two  major  earthquakes  of

magnitude  7.2  and  7.5  striking  just  30

seconds  apart.  The  official  death  toll  has

reached 4,561 citizens, with tens of thousands

injured  and  over  20,000  people  currently

residing  in  temporary  shelters.  The

administration,  led  by  Presidenta

Encargada Delsi  Rodríguez,  is  attempting

to leverage a narrative of "National Unity" to

manage  the  crisis,  notably  announcing  a

formal  collaboration  between  the  current

government  and  members  of  the  2015-2020

National  Assembly to oversee reconstruction

efforts.  This  unusual  bridge  across

Venezuela's  deep  political  divide  suggests  a

high  degree  of  state  vulnerability  and  a

desperate need for institutional legitimacy to

secure international aid and domestic order.

Simultaneously,  the  global  operating

environment  has  become  significantly  more

hostile due to a sharp escalation in US-Iran

tensions.  US President  Donald Trump has

announced a blockade of Iranian ports and a

controversial 20% tax on all  maritime traffic

passing  through  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

ostensibly  to  fund  security  operations.  This

has triggered immediate spikes in oil prices,

with  Brent  crude  reaching  nearly  $84  per

barrel.  For  Venezuela,  this  represents  a

double-edged  sword:  while  higher  oil  prices

could  fund  reconstruction,  the  regional

instability  and  the  aggressive  US  posture

complicate  the  "pragmatic"  diplomatic

opening  the  Rodríguez  administration  is

seeking with Washington, including the recent

appointment of a new chargé d'affaires to the

United States.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Catastrophic  Seismic  Event  and

Reconstruction Planning 

Official reports confirm 4,561 dead and

16,740 injured across central Venezuela,

with La Guaira (Vargas) being the most

devastated region.

The  government  has  launched  the

"Venezuela  Renace"  plan,  coordinating

with  Japanese  engineering  firm

Miyamoto  International  to  implement

seismic-resistant building standards.

The  National  Assembly  is  debating

urgent  reforms  to  the  Real  Estate

Fraud  Law and  a  new  Special  Rent

Law to  manage  the  housing  crisis  for

17,907 homeless families.
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US-Iran  Maritime  Crisis  and  Energy

Impacts 

President  Trump  reinstated  a  blockade

on Iranian ports and declared the US the

"guardian"  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

imposing a 20% transit fee.

Iran has rejected the measures, labeling

them  an  act  of  aggression,  while

retaliatory  attacks  have  hit  facilities  in

Oman, Bahrain, and Jordan.

Global  oil  markets  are  pricing  in  a

significant  supply  shock,  with  WTI

seeing 9% daily gains.

Venezuelan Political Realignment 

A  historic  agreement  was  signed  to

initiate  joint  work  between  the

government  and  the  2015-2020

opposition-led Assembly starting August

1.

Félix Placencia was named Minister of

Foreign Relations and Foreign Trade,

following a merger of the two ministries.

Joan Álvarez Márquez was appointed as

the  new  Chargé  d'Affaires  to  the  US,

signaling  a  shift  toward  pragmatic  re-

engagement.

International  Humanitarian

Mobilization 

Major  aid shipments have arrived from

Russia (35  tons),  Mexico (341  tons),

and the United Kingdom.

Switzerland deployed 80 rescuers  and

18  tons  of  material,  and  has  pledged

continued  technical  support for

reconstruction.

The Order of Malta and various NGOs

are  managing  massive  distribution

networks for medical supplies and food.

Global Environmental Emergencies 

Massive  wildfires  are  out  of  control  in

Fontainbleau,  France,  forcing  the

evacuation of thousands of residents.

Southern  Spain  (Almería)  reports  13

deaths from lethal forest fires driven by

temperatures exceeding 42°C.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance:  The

Venezuelan  state  is  operating  under  a

"Presidenta  Encargada"  (Delsi  Rodríguez),

suggesting  a  potential  succession crisis or

formal  delegation  of  power  from  Nicolás

Maduro.  The  government  is  desperately

pursuing  "National  Unity"  by  integrating

former  opposition  lawmakers into  the

recovery effort to prevent collapse and attract

international capital.

Critical  Infrastructure  Security:  The

earthquake  revealed  systemic  failures  in

construction  standards.  Engineers  are  now

inspecting  over  10,000  bridges and  20,000

buildings,  many  of  which  (like  those  in

Chacao)  have  been  marked  with  "Red"  tags

for structural  instability.  The vulnerability  of

the La Guaira port and Maiquetía airport—the

nation's primary logistics hubs—is a strategic

bottleneck.

Macroeconomics  &  Trade:  Despite  the

disaster, the government claims oil production

remains stable at 1.2 million barrels per day,

with a goal of 1.4 million. The merger of the

Foreign  Ministry  and  Trade  Ministry  under

Félix  Placencia  emphasizes  economic

diplomacy over  ideological  confrontation,

likely to facilitate reconstruction funding.

Diplomacy  &  Statecraft:  Venezuela  is

performing a delicate balancing act, accepting

aid  from  traditional  allies  like  Russia  while
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simultaneously  trying  to  normalize  relations

with  the  Trump  administration  to  lift

sanctions  and  attract  "pragmatic"  US

investment for infrastructure modernization.

Civil  Unrest  &  Social  Order:  There  is

significant  tension  regarding  the  speed  of

the government response. Reports indicate

that  social  media  is  being  used  to  amplify

public  "rage" and  disseminate  "fake  news"

about the military's  role in the crisis,  which

the  government  is  attempting  to  counter

through intensive information operations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  End  of  Ideology  through  Natural

Disaster: The June 24 earthquake appears to

have acted as a "hard reset" for Venezuelan

politics. The sheer scale of the tragedy forced

the  Rodríguez  administration  to  admit  state

limitations and  seek  collaboration  with  the

previously  vilified  2015-2020  National

Assembly. This "pragmatism of necessity" is a

major  shift  from  the  ideological  rigidity  of

previous years. The appointment of technical

and  diplomatic  figures  like  Félix  Placencia

suggests  a  government-wide  pivot  toward

institutional  rehabilitation to  survive  the

crisis.

Trump’s  "Guardian"  Statecraft:  The  US

administration  under  Donald  Trump  is

fundamentally  reordering  maritime  trade

rules. By imposing a 20% tax on the Strait of

Hormuz,  Washington  is  effectively

weaponizing global commons. This move not

only  targets  Iran  but  creates  a  toll-booth

model for  global  energy  flows,  potentially

signaling a more transaction-based US foreign

policy  that  demands  "payment"  for  security

services.  This is  causing significant volatility

in commodity and index markets.

Seismic  Accountability  and  Engineering

Forensics:  There  is  a  growing  trend  of

"engineering forensics" in Venezuela. For the

first  time,  there  is  public  admission  that

buildings  failed  due  to  steel  reinforcement

deficiencies and poor  subsoil  composition  in

La  Guaira.  This  push  for  technical

transparency,  supported  by  international

firms  like  Miyamoto,  is  a  departure  from

previous  patterns  of  obfuscation  in  public

works projects.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Venezuela’s internal stability is under extreme

pressure. While the "National Unity" narrative

is  prominent,  reports  of  military  and  police

late  arrival to  disaster  zones  have  fueled

underlying resentment. The administration is

struggling to manage the psychological toll

of  the  "doublet"  earthquake,  with  experts

warning of a "rage phase" in public sentiment

as  the  initial  shock  wears  off  and  the

reconstruction's slow pace becomes apparent.

The  housing  crisis  is  the  most  immediate

political  threat.  With  15,000+  citizens in

campamentos  (camps),  the  government  is

rushing to build 200 units in Fuerte Tiuna

and planning a massive reconstruction of La

Guaira.  Any  perceived  corruption  in  these

projects  or  failure  to  provide  permanent

housing  before  the  next  rainy  season  could

trigger  a  new  wave  of  civil  unrest.

Furthermore,  the  state's  reliance  on

international  rescue  groups,  which  are

scheduled to depart by the end of July, creates

a  "resource  cliff"  that  the  domestic

administration may not be equipped to handle

alone.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Venezuela  is  attempting  a  strategic  pivot

from  a  "hostile  threat  matrix"  framing  to  a

"zone  of  investment  opportunity."  The

transcripts  highlight  discussions  of

modernizing  the  Maiquetía  airport through

US  capital  and  adopting  a  "Curacao-style"

immigration entry system to facilitate  trade.

The Rodríguez administration is  signaling to

the Trump White House that it is ready to be a

"pragmatic  partner" in  the  energy  sector,

provided  sanctions  are  relaxed  to  allow

reconstruction.

Globally,  the  system  is  portrayed  as  highly

anarchic and physically  dangerous.  Wildfires

in France and Spain and the maritime conflict

in the Middle East frame the world as a place

of competing crises. Venezuela is positioning

itself  as  a  recipient  of  global  goodwill  (aid

from  Russia,  Mexico,  Switzerland,  UK)  to

rehabilitate  its  international  standing  and

diversify  its  alliances beyond  traditional

ideological blocs.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Venezuelan  economy  is  in  a  state  of

"forced  transformation,"  where  the

destruction  of  physical  infrastructure  is  met

with  a  spike  in  global  energy  prices  and  a

desperate push for foreign capital integration.

Energy: Brent crude rose to $83.24; WTI

rose to $78.00 (9% daily gain). Venezuelan

production  remains  at  1.203  million

barrels/day with targets set at 1.4 million

by year-end.

Currencies:  The  BCV  exchange  rate

reached 723.99 Bs/USD and 825.49 Bs/

EUR (July 14 forecast). Crypto markets are

down:  Bitcoin  at  $62,077  (-3.26%);

Ethereum at $1,763.

Commodities:  Gold  dropped  2.55% to

$4,008/oz.  Silver  fell  13.62% to  $57.98/

oz.

Fiscal  Policy:  Tax  authorities  are

considering  fiscal  amnesties and

deduction  for  private  donations to

encourage reconstruction investment.

Trade:  US  is  imposing  a  20% "security

tax" on  Hormuz  transit,  a  move  likely  to

keep  oil  prices  high  but  increase  global

transportation costs.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  Venezuelan  executive  is  undergoing  a

significant  reshuffle  to  address  the

earthquake  crisis  and  improve  international

relations.

Delsi  (Delcy)  Rodríguez:  Currently

referred to as Presidenta Encargada, she

is  the  central  figure  managing  both  the

National Economy Council and the disaster

response.  Her  status  suggests  she  has

consolidated power during the emergency.

Félix  Placencia:  Appointed  to  head  the

newly merged Minister of Foreign Relations

and  Foreign  Trade,  placing  him  at  the

center  of  the  push  for  foreign

reconstruction investment.

Iván  Hill:  Named  the  new  Minister  for

Science  and  Technology,  tasked  with

leading the "technological  transformation"

of the country's building codes.
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Joan Álvarez Márquez: Designated as the

new  Chargé  d'Affaires  to  the  US,  a  key

move  in  the  pragmatic  re-opening  to

Washington.

Joel  Amaya:  Appointed  President  of  the

Caracas Metro, following the death of the

previous  president during  the

earthquakes.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Globovisión's editorial hierarchy is dominated

by Seismic Resilience and Reconstruction.

The  network  has  pivoted  away  from

traditional political partisanship toward a tone

of  reassurance  and  nationalistic

solidarity. Every segment, from economics to

sports,  is  framed  through  the  lens  of

earthquake  recovery  (e.g.,  toreros  with

"Fuerza  Venezuela"  capes  in  Pamplona).  A

significant  effort  is  made  to  legitimize  the

"Unidad  Nacional"  agreement,  presenting

it  as a logical  and patriotic  necessity  rather

than  a  political  compromise.  The  tone  is

heavily  distracting when  it  comes  to  the

origin  of  structural  building  failures,

emphasizing "solidarity"  over "investigation."

Conspicuous  Omissions:  There  is  zero

mention  of  the  actual  location  or  status  of

Nicolás  Maduro,  whose  absence  during  a

national  catastrophe  is  historically

unprecedented.  The  broadcasts  also  avoid

detailing  the  conditions  in  unofficial

shelters or  regions  outside  the  central

coastal zone that may have been neglected.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical subtext of the day reflects a

world  of  strong-man  transactionality  and

pragmatic survival.

United  States  (Donald  Trump):

Portrayed as a strong but transactional

"Guardian" and potentially a foe-turned-

investor.  Quote:  "Tron  [Trump]  sostiene

que las naciones que se benefician de este

comercio internacional son muy ricas y no

pueden esperar que las fuerzas de su país

pongan  en  peligro  sus  vidas  de  forma

gratuita." (Source: 20260714-39).

Venezuela  (Rodríguez  Administration):

Portrayed  as  vulnerable  but  principled

and  pragmatic.  Quote:  "No  somos  ese

tercer mundo que algunos quieren vender...

nos hace falta organización... modernidad."

(Source: 20260714-7).

Russia (Vladimir Putin):  Portrayed as a

principled  and  reliable  "Friend" and

"Fiable"  partner.  Quote:  "Agradecido  la

presidenta  a  todo  como  un  socio  fiable,

estratégico  de  este  país."  (Source:

20260714-25).

Iran: Portrayed as defiant and chaotic, a

threat to the global energy supply. Quote:

"Nación persa... militares no permitirán la

interferencia  de  Washington  en  un  paso

marítimo  que  consideran  bajo  su

soberanía." (Source: 20260714-39).

Switzerland: Portrayed as competent and

benevolent,  a  model  of  technical

humanitarianism. Quote: "Suiza fue uno de

los  primeros países  en reaccionar  ante  la

tragedia." (Source: 20260714-25).
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  government  is  engaged  in  a  major

counter-offensive  against  "narrative

seeding" on  social  media.  Officials  are

specifically  targeting  rumors  of  "combos

sacudón"  (earthquake  combos) from

insensitive  brands  and  "fake  news"  about

tsunami  warnings that  allegedly  caused

rescuers  to  abandon  posts.  There  is  a

concerted effort to discredit "laboratories"

abroad that  are  supposedly  attacking

"Venezuelanness"  by  highlighting  building

collapses  in  "Misión  Vivienda"  projects  as

evidence  of  corruption.  The  state  meta-

narrative is that all building failures were

technical/natural, not political, and that the

only  solution  is  "Unidad  Nacional"  under

current  leadership.  The  delta between  the

spin  and  ground  truth  likely  involves

significant  unreported  failures  in  high-rise

low-income  housing  that  was  built  without

adequate foundation reinforcement.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Institutional  Convergence:  The

collaboration with the 2015-2020 Assembly

will likely lead to a formal Power Sharing

Agreement or  a  transition  government

structure  by  early  2027  to  manage

reconstruction  loans  from  the  IMF/World

Bank,  which  cannot  be  accessed  without

legislative legitimacy.

Energy-for-Aid  Swaps:  Expect  a  major

deal  with  the  US  where  sanctions  on

PDVSA are  suspended  in  exchange  for

Venezuelan  crude  flowing  to  the  US at  a

discount,  offsetting the  loss  of  Iranian oil

and funding "smart city" reconstruction in

La Guaira.

Seismic  Displacement  Crisis:  The

conversion  of  schools  and  stadiums  into

permanent  shelters will  likely  fail  to  hold

through  the  August-September  rainy

season,  potentially  leading  to  mass

internal migration from the coast to the

interior (e.g., Cojedes housing plan).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks):  Departure  of

international rescue teams by the end of July

will  create  a  critical  gap  in  medical  and

technical capacity. Potential for localized riots

in shelters if food distribution is disrupted or

aftershocks (like the 4.2 in Sucre on July 13)

continue to destabilize structures.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):

Implementation of new seismic codes will halt

all  private construction until  inspections are

completed.  A  new  Legislative  Council

composed of mixed political factions will likely

be formed to oversee the "Venezuela Renace"

fund, which must be audit-ready for big firms.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in

Venezuelan  urbanization,  moving  away  from

high-density  mountain  slopes  in  Caracas/La

Guaira  toward  lower-density,  seismically

designed  satellite  cities  in  the  Llanos.  This

will fundamentally alter the nation's political

and demographic map.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

Seismic Aftershock Collapse: Thousands

of  "Yellow" and "Red" tagged buildings in

Caracas  and  La  Guaira  are  currently

vulnerable  to  even  moderate  aftershocks.

Triggers: A 5.0+ magnitude aftershock in

the San Sebastián fault. Likelihood: High.

Impact:  Catastrophic;  secondary  collapse

of  weakened  hospitals  and  shelters.

Mitigations:  Immediate  mandatory

evacuation  of  all  Red  criterion  structures

and  priority  shoring  of  tunnels

(apuntalamiento).

Energy Supply Shock: Total closure of the

Strait  of  Hormuz  by  Iran  in  response  to

Trump's 20% tax. Triggers: Iranian seizure

of  a  commercial  tanker  or  US  strike  on

Iranian  port  infrastructure.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Global  recession;  oil

spikes  over  $120/barrel;  soaring  cost  of

Venezuelan  reconstruction  materials.

Mitigations:  Strategic  petroleum  reserve

releases;  urgent  US-Venezuela  oil

production deal (1.4M target).

Epidemiological  Outbreak  in  Shelters:

Overcrowded campamentos lacking potable

water  (crecida  de  ríos) are  breeding

grounds  for  disease.  Triggers:  Continued

heavy rainfall/flooding of temporary camps.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Cholera  or

severe  respiratory  outbreaks  among

vulnerable  displaced  children. 

Mitigations:  Deployment of  mobile water

plants  (Mexican  aid);  mass  toxoid

vaccination  campaigns  (Bermúdez

reporting).

Institutional  Paralysis:  The  "National

Unity" agreement fails as hardline factions

on  both  sides  sabotage  collaboration.

Triggers:  Dispute  over  the  audit  of

reconstruction  funds by  "Big  Four"  firms.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  Loss  of

international  funding;  state  incapacity  to

manage  the  long-term  reconstruction. 

Mitigations: Strict oversight by a neutral

commission  (e.g.,  Swiss/UN  technical

board).

Infrastructure  "Bottleneck"  Disaster:

Collapse of the Caracas-La Guaira viaduct

or  tunnels  under  traffic  loads  from  aid

gandolas.  Triggers:  Failure  to  shore  up

Viaducto  2 or  the  Boquerón  tunnels.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  Total

isolation of  the  nation's  primary  port  and

airport,  freezing  all  maritime  and  air

humanitarian  aid.  Mitigations:  Limiting

heavy loads on viaducts; immediate use of

medical  helicopters  (Venemergencia) as

backstop.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Maduro's Absence: The broadcasts fail to

provide  any  information  on  the  current

status  or  physical  location  of  Nicolás

Maduro, which is critical for assessing the

actual  power  structure  of  the  "Rodríguez

administration."

Military Discontent: While the broadcasts

praise the "heroicidad" of the military, they

omit  details  of  internal  logistical  or

morale  failures that  allegedly  delayed

rescue operations by several days.

Regional Disparities: The focus is almost

exclusively  on  La  Guaira  and  Caracas,

leaving a massive data gap regarding the

Sucre  sismo  effects or  the  state  of

Eastern Venezuela infrastructure.
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Sanctions Status: The "Chargé d'Affaires"

appointment implies a diplomatic shift, but

it is unclear if the US has formally eased

sanctions to  allow  the  imported

reconstruction  machinery to  enter  the

country.

Financial  Solvency:  The  government

claims growth (33% consumption increase)

but  fails  to  reconcile  this  with  the

catastrophic destruction of the country's

main commercial hubs.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Unity"  Trap:  The  National  Unity

agreement is not a sign of reconciliation but a

maneuver  by  the  Rodríguez  faction to

"own" the failure of reconstruction by sharing

it  with the opposition. If  the recovery stalls,

the government can blame the "inefficiency"

of  the  2015-2020  Assembly  members,  while

using the agreement to defang international

calls for  immediate  democratic  elections

during the crisis.

Trump’s  Trojan  Horse  Investment:  The

proposed  "modernization"  of  Maiquetía

airport with US capital is not humanitarian; it

is  a strategic asset seizure.  By controlling

the airport and port logistics under the guise

of  "modernization,"  the  US  would  gain  de

facto  extraterritorial  control over

Venezuelan entry points, effectively creating a

"Green Zone" in the heart of the country.

Black Swan: The Sucre Mega-Quake: The

4.2 earthquake in Sucre on July 13 is  not a

"minor aftershock" but a foreshock for the

Boconó fault. A 8.0+ magnitude earthquake

in the East  could trigger a tsunami in the

Caribbean,  wiping  out  the  remaining  oil

infrastructure and the temporary camps in La

Guaira,  leading  to  a  total  collapse of  the

Venezuelan state as a functioning entity.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security:  Formalize  a  "Regional  Disaster

Security Pact" with the US and neighboring

states to ensure the Strait of Hormuz crisis

does not lead to a suspension of Caribbean

maritime aid routes.

Economic:  Implement  a  "Reconstruction

Bond"  program  with  multi-currency

backing to  stabilize  the  bolívar  at  its

current  723 Bs/USD level before  inflation

spikes again.

Diplomatic:  Use  the  Swiss  role  as

"technical  mediator"  to  formalize  the

Power  Sharing  Agreement into  a  UN-

recognized stabilization council.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain:  Redirect  all  logistics

toward  Puerto  Cabello as  a  temporary

alternative to La Guaira,  which will  likely

be  prioritized  for  heavy  construction

materials for months.

Compliance:  Ensure  all  new  physical

assets  in  Venezuela  meet  Miyamoto-

standard  seismic  resilience to  qualify  for

future international insurance or loans.

Capital  Allocation:  Focus  on  "satellite

city"  developments  in  Cojedes/Interior,  as

coastal real estate values remain depressed

and  subject  to  new  environmental

restrictions.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The National Assembly is currently focused on

emergency legislation to address housing and

financial  impacts  of  the  earthquake,  holding

sessions in an emergency venue (La Carlota)

due  to  damage  to  the  Federal  Legislative

Palace.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Ley  contra  la  Estafa  Inmobiliaria

(Reform):  Intended  to  prevent  predatory

pricing  and  fraud  in  the  wake  of  the

housing shortage (Source: 20260714-14).

Régimen Especial de Arrendamiento de

Inmuebles:  A  new  law  to  protect  both

owners and renters, aiming to put 200,000

vacant  properties  back  on  the  market

through legal security for landlords.

Ley  de  Hidrocarburos  (Reform

Implementation):  Formalizing  the

migration  of  oil  contracts to  a  new

framework that allows for more private and

foreign capital integration.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Consejo  Nacional  de  Economía:  Delsi

Rodríguez  met  with  major  corporate

leaders to  discuss  tax  amnesties  and

reconstruction funding.

Sotra  Vial  /  Engineering  Forensics:

Hearing  on  bridge  and  tunnel  safety

following  citizenship  reports  of  structural

cracks.

International  Aid  Ceremonies:  Receipt

of  aid  from Russia  and Mexico used  as

public validation of state capacity.

KEY STORIES

The  June  24  "Doublet"  Earthquake

Fallout: A massive double earthquake (7.2

and 7.5 magnitude) devasted La Guaira and

Caracas,  killing  4,561  people and

displacing  over  20,000.  Reconstruction  is

estimated to take years.

US Strait of Hormuz Blockade and 20%

Tax: President Trump reinstated an Iranian

port blockade and imposed a 20% fee on

Hormuz  traffic,  sparking  Middle  East

military clashes and an oil price spike.

Venezuelan  "Unidad  Nacional"

Agreement:  A  formal  pact  between  the

Rodríguez administration and members of

the 2015 opposition Assembly to manage

recovery and institutional reform.

Global Wildfire Crisis: 13 deaths reported

in  Almería,  Spain and  massive

evacuations  in  Fontainbleau,  France as

extreme  heatwaves  fuel  uncontrollable

forest fires.

Diplomatic Pivot to the US: Appointment

of  Joan  Álvarez  Márquez as  Chargé

d'Affaires  to  the  US  and  the  merger  of

Foreign  Affairs/Trade  Ministries signal  a

pragmatic shift.

Housing Crisis Legislation: The National

Assembly is rushing through rent and real

estate  fraud  laws to  house  17,000+

homeless families.

International Aid Mobilization: Rescuers

and tons of equipment from Switzerland,

Mexico, Russia, UK, and Spain arrive in

La Guaira and Caracas.

Venezuelan  Oil  Production  Stability:

PDVSA and private partners maintain 1.2M

barrels/day despite  power  and structural

damage to terminals.
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Chacao  Structural  Damage  Balance:

Mayor Gustavo Duque reports 31 buildings

with  "Red"  status (structural  risk)  and

over 150 with "Yellow" status.

Miyamoto  International  Technical

Cooperation: Formalizing Japanese expert

oversight for seismic-resistant rebuilding of

the coastline.

Bolsonaro and El Salvador Politics: Jair

Bolsonaro  faces  continued  legal

restrictions in  Brazil  (Source:

20260714-90),  while  Bukele  is  confirmed

for  a  3rd  term in  El  Salvador  (Source:

20260714-17).

Public  Health  Emergency  in  Shelters:

Mobilization  of  doctors  to  prevent

outbreaks in crowded temporary displaced

camps.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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