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US-IRAN KINETIC CONFLICT

ESCALATES AS MARITIME

BLOCKADE AND MASS CASUALTY

SCHOOL STRIKE DEEPEN

REGIONAL CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 15, 2026, marks a watershed moment in

the deteriorating security environment of the

Middle  East,  characterized  by  direct,  lethal

engagements between the United States and

the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)

on Iranian soil. The conflict has moved beyond

proxy  warfare  to  direct  strikes  on  IRGC

infrastructure  in  Bandar  Abbas,  Bushehr,

Abadan,  and  Mahshahr,  resulting  in

significant military damage and a reported 30

civilian casualties. In retaliation, the IRGC has

launched strikes against U.S. regional hubs in

Kuwait,  Jordan,  and  Bahrain,  while

aggressively pursuing a blockade of the Strait

of Hormuz to weaponize global energy supply

chains.

Domestic instability within Iran is reaching a

breaking  point  as  the  Rial  plunges  to  new

record lows, and the population faces the dual

pressure of intensifying state repression and

the  physical  costs  of  war.  The  special

interview  with  activist  singer  Toomaj  Salehi

highlights  the  resilience  of  the  domestic

opposition,  even  as  the  regime  uses  the

pretext  of  external  conflict  to  accelerate

executions  and  suppress  civil  society.  The

UK's formal move to designate the IRGC as a

terrorist  organization  adds  a  severe

diplomatic  and  legal  layer  to  the  crisis,

threatening supporters with up to 14 years in

prison and further isolating the Iranian state

from the international financial system.

The  day's  most  catastrophic  development  is

the  investigation  into  the  bombing  of  the

Shajareh  Tayyebeh  school  in  Minab,  where

156  people,  including  120  children,  were

killed.  While  the  U.S.  and  Israel  deny

involvement,  forensic  analysis  of  missile

debris  suggests  the  use  of  a  Tomahawk

missile, placing the U.S. administration under

immense international scrutiny. This incident,

combined with Trump's transactional rhetoric

regarding  "transit  fees"  for  the  Strait  of

Hormuz,  portrays  a  chaotic  and  high-stakes

environment  where  traditional  diplomatic

norms  have  been  replaced  by  kinetic  force

and economic coercion.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Direct U.S. Strikes on Iranian Territory:

The  U.S.  military  has  shifted  to  direct

kinetic  operations  against  IRGC  targets

within  Iran.  Operations  targeted  drone

facilities,  coastal  defenses,  and  naval

infrastructure  in  Bandar  Abbas  and

Bushehr.  The  strikes  have  reportedly

caused dozens of military casualties and at

least 30 civilian deaths, sparking domestic

and regional outrage.
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Minab  School  Massacre  Investigation:

A  devastating  explosion  at  a  school  in

Minab  killed  156  people,  the  majority

children.  Independent  investigations

highlighted  in  transcripts  suggest  a

Tomahawk cruise missile was responsible,

though  the  U.S.  and  Israel  have  officially

denied  the  strike.  This  event  is  being

framed  as  a  potential  "war  crime"  by

regional actors.

Strait  of  Hormuz  Blockade  and

Economic War: The IRGC has attempted

to enforce a maritime blockade, prompting

a record-breaking crash of the Iranian Rial.

President  Trump  has  counter-offered  a

transactional  "protection  fee"  model,

suggesting a 20% tariff on ships using the

waterway to pay for U.S. naval security, a

move  that  has  roiled  global  energy

markets.

UK Terrorist Designation of the IRGC:

The British government has moved to place

the IRGC under new terrorist regulations,

making any form of support or cooperation

a criminal offense punishable by up to 14

years  in  prison.  This  follows  reports  of

IRGC-linked sabotage  attempts  within  the

UK.

Retaliatory  Strikes  on  U.S.  Regional

Bases: The IRGC responded to U.S. strikes

by  launching  missiles  and  drones  at  U.S.

facilities  in  Kuwait,  Jordan,  and  Bahrain.

While  the  extent  of  the  damage  to  U.S.

assets is unclear, the move signifies a major

escalation in direct state-on-state combat.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization The

transition  from shadow war  to  overt  kinetic

conflict  is  the  day's  primary  theme.  U.S.

strikes  on  Iranian  soil  target  critical  IRGC

nodes, while Iran utilizes its regional network,

including  Houthis  in  Yemen,  to  pressure

maritime choke points like the Bab al-Mandab

strait. The deployment of Tomahawk missiles

and advanced drone swarms indicates a full-

scale  militarization  of  the  Persian  Gulf

corridor.

Diplomacy & Statecraft Diplomatic channels

appear  nearly  exhausted,  replaced  by

"legislative  warfare"  such as  the  UK's  IRGC

designation.  Trump’s  administration  is

portrayed  as  both  aggressive  and

transactional,  demanding  transit  fees while

maintaining  a  military  blockade.  Meanwhile,

Iraq is attempting to navigate this conflict by

distancing  itself  from  Iranian  influence  to

secure U.S. investment.

Macroeconomics & Trade The conflict  has

created an immediate global economic shock.

The  Iranian  Rial  is  at  an  all-time  low,  and

global energy markets are pricing in the risk

of  a  prolonged  closure of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.  President  Trump's  proposal  for  a

maritime tariff adds a new layer of regulatory

and  trade  risk  for  international  shipping

companies.

Civil Unrest & Social Order Inside Iran, the

regime is  using the  war  footing  to  intensify

domestic suppression. Activist  Toomaj Salehi

warns of an increase in executions as a means

of social control.  The population in southern

Iran  is  bearing  the  physical  brunt  of  U.S.

strikes,  leading  to  growing  resentment

against  both  the  domestic  government  and

foreign invaders.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  End  of  Ambiguity  in  US-Iran

Relations For  years,  the  U.S.  and  Iran

operated  through  proxies  and  deniable
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sabotage. July 15, 2026, marks the end of this

era.  Direct  strikes  on Iranian military  bases

and  retaliatory  strikes  on  U.S.  hubs  in

neighboring  countries  represent  a  shift

toward  overt  state-on-state  warfare.  The

"shadow war" has emerged into the light, with

neither  side  willing  to  de-escalate  without

significant  concessions  that  the  other  side

finds unpalatable.

Transactional Security and Protectionism

A major new theme is the "mercantilization"

of  regional  security.  The  Trump

administration’s proposal for a 20% maritime

fee signals  a  departure  from  the  U.S.'s

traditional role as the guarantor of the "global

commons"  (freedom of  navigation)  toward  a

model of paid protection. This trend threatens

to fundamentally alter international maritime

law  and  trade  protocols  in  strategic

waterways.

Domestic Oppression Masked by Foreign

War The  Iranian  government  appears  to  be

weaponizing  the  external  threat  to  settle

domestic scores. The broadcast highlights the

accelerated rate of executions and the arrest

of  activists  under  the  guise  of  national

security.  The  regime's  "war  footing"  is

effectively a tool for ensuring survival against

a population that has remained in a state of

semi-permanent protest since 2022.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran  is  facing  a  severe  crisis  of  internal

legitimacy compounded by economic collapse.

The record low of  the Rial  and the physical

impact  of  U.S.  strikes  in  southern provinces

are  straining  the  social  contract.  Elite

infighting  is  evident,  with  factions  debating

whether to negotiate with the "transactional"

Trump  administration  or  double  down  on

"resistance"  led  by  the  IRGC.  The  interview

with Toomaj Salehi suggests that despite the

war, the spirit of the "Woman, Life, Freedom"

movement  persists,  though  it  is  being

violently suppressed through judicial means.

The  U.S.  domestic  environment  is  also

characterized  by  partisan  polarization  over

the  conflict.  Democrats  in  the  Senate  are

attempting to block funding for a "war without

authorization," while the administration uses

the  conflict  to  project  strength  and demand

economic concessions from regional partners.

The catastrophic  school  strike  in  Minab has

also created a domestic liability for the U.S.

executive, forcing a defensive stance against

war crime allegations.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as

fracturing. The UK's decision to designate the

IRGC  as  a  terrorist  entity aligns  it  more

closely  with U.S.  kinetic  strategy,  creating a

Western  bloc  focused  on  the  complete

isolation of the Iranian security apparatus. In

contrast,  regional  states  like  Kuwait  and

Bahrain  find  themselves  as  unwilling  front

lines,  suffering  retaliatory  Iranian  strikes

because of their hosting of U.S. assets.

Iraq is attempting a precarious pivot, seeking

to replace Iranian military influence with U.S.

economic  investment,  signaling  a  potential

shift  in  the  regional  balance  of  power.  The

Houthis in Yemen continue to serve as Iran's

primary external  lever,  weaponizing the Bab

al-Mandab to ensure that the economic cost of

the war is felt globally, not just in the Persian

Gulf.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dire, with geopolitical

risk  now  the  primary  driver  of  market

sentiment.  Iran's  domestic  economy  is  in  a

tailspin, while global markets are bracing for

a  potential  supply  chain  catastrophe  if  the

maritime blockades are not lifted.

Currency  Crises: The  Iranian  Rial  hit  a

new record low against  the Dollar,  fueled

by war panic and the maritime blockade.

Energy  Tariffs: The  proposed  20%

maritime fee on shipping through the Strait

of Hormuz has created immediate volatility

in oil futures.

Supply  Chain  Disruption: The  blockade

of the Strait of Hormuz and threats to the

Bab al-Mandab are forcing global shipping

to  reroute  around  Africa,  significantly

increasing costs and lead times.

Inflation: Domestic  inflation  in  Iran,

particularly  for  food  and  medicine,  has

spiked following the intensification of U.S.

strikes.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel  shifts  and  leadership  status  are

being  dictated  by  the  kinetic  environment,

with  the  military  leadership  of  the  IRGC

taking  a  more  prominent  role  in  Iranian

domestic governance.

Toomaj  Salehi: Remains  the  most

prominent  symbol  of  domestic  resistance,

using  his  platform  to  advocate  for  other

political  prisoners despite his  own history

of arrest and a death sentence.

IRGC  Leadership: Has  moved  to  the

forefront  of  national  policy,  commanding

retaliatory  strikes and  managing  the

maritime  blockade,  effectively  sidelining

more moderate diplomatic elements.

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a

commander-in-chief  using  transactional

militarism to reshape regional alliances and

extract economic benefits (transit fees).

Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf: Positioned

as  a  key  advocate  for  a  dual  strategy  of

"war  and  negotiation," trying  to  maintain

Iranian strategic autonomy.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  lead  stories  for  the  day  focused

exclusively on the kinetic escalation between

the  U.S.  and  Iran.  The  strikes  on  Bandar

Abbas and  the  retaliatory  attacks  on  U.S.

bases  were  given  maximum  airtime  and

urgency.  The  investigation  into  the  Minab

school bombing was treated as a major crisis,

with  significant  investigative  resources

dedicated  to  debris  analysis.  The  Toomaj

Salehi  interview served  as  a  human-interest

and  political  counter-narrative  to  the  war

coverage. Conspicuous omissions include any

detailed  coverage  of  Chinese  or  Russian

reactions  to  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  blockade,

which logically  would be major stakeholders

in freedom of navigation in the region.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  broadcast  portrays  a  world  in  which

traditional  diplomacy has failed,  replaced by

raw  power  dynamics  and  transactional

security  arrangements.  Leaders  are

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_050000


characterized by their willingness to use force

to achieve economic or political concessions.

United States: Portrayed as a dominant

but  transactional power.  The

administration is seen as competent in its

kinetic  strikes  but  inept  in  maintaining

traditional  alliances  or  diplomatic  norms.

Example:  Trump's  demand  for  a  "20%

protection fee" for maritime transit.

Iran  (Regime): Framed  as  defiant  but

domestically fragile. The regime is shown

as  capable  of  regional  disruption  through

its IRGC and Houthi proxies, but unable to

protect its own coastal cities or stabilize its

currency.

UK: Portrayed as  a  principled and firm

ally of the U.S., willing to take drastic legal

steps  like  the  IRGC terror  designation  to

secure its internal national security.

Iraq: Characterized as opportunistic and

desperate,  seeking  to  leverage  the  U.S.-

Iran conflict to shed Iranian influence and

gain Western economic aid.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  information  environment  is  a  primary

battleground. The Iranian regime is using the

war  footing  to  narrative-seed the  idea  that

domestic protest is synonymous with foreign

sabotage.  Meanwhile,  the  investigation  into

the  Minab  school  bombing  represents  a

significant "meta-narrative" battle.  While the

U.S.  denies  the  strike,  the  dissemination  of

debris photos pointing to U.S.-made missiles is

a potent form of information warfare intended

to undermine U.S. moral authority and incite

regional anger.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Formal State-on-State War: The current

cycle of direct strikes suggests that a full-

scale, declared war is increasingly likely if

a  de-escalation  mechanism  is  not  found

within weeks.

Collapse of Global Maritime Norms: If

Trump’s  protection  fee model  is

implemented,  it  could  lead  to  the

permanent  collapse  of  international

maritime law regarding the freedom of the

high seas.

Iranian  Domestic  Implosion: The

combination of physical strikes, a crashing

currency,  and  high-profile  civilian

massacres (Minab) could trigger a domestic

collapse or  a  new,  more  violent  wave  of

anti-regime protests.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intensified

Houthi  and  IRGC  maritime  harassment and

potentially  more  U.S.  strikes  on  command-

and-control  centers  in  Tehran.  Domestic

unrest in Iran will likely focus on the high cost

of the war and the Minab massacre.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The impact of

the  maritime  blockade  will  lead  to  global

energy  shortages and  potentially  a  global

recession. The UK and other Western nations

will  likely  finalize  the  full  seizure  of  IRGC

assets globally.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  permanent

restructuring  of  the  regional  security

architecture,  with  the  potential  for  a  "new

Iraq"  less  beholden  to  Iran  and  a

fundamentally altered role for the U.S. Navy

in the Persian Gulf. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_110000


RISK ASSESSMENT

The  regional  security  environment  is  at  its

most  volatile  in  decades,  with  multiple

triggers for catastrophic escalation.

Strait  of  Hormuz  Permanent  Closure:

The weaponization of the waterway by the

IRGC. Triggers: Further U.S. strikes on

IRGC  coastal  bases.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact:  Global  economic

depression.  Mitigations:

International  naval  coalition  to

break  the  blockade;  diplomatic

back-channels. 

Domestic  Unrest  in  Iran: Violent

overthrow or collapse of central authority.

Triggers: Continued

currency  collapse;  more  civilian

massacres  like  Minab.  Likelihood:

Moderate-High.  Impact:  Regional

chaos,  refugee  crisis,  nuclear

insecurity. Mitigations: Targeted aid

for  civil  society;  de-escalation  of

kinetic strikes. 

Regional  Base  Attacks: Mass  casualty

events at U.S. bases in Kuwait or Bahrain.

Triggers: Iranian

retaliatory  missile  swarms.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Direct U.S. ground invasion of Iran.

Mitigations:  Enhanced  regional  air

defenses; base dispersals. 

Cyber-Nuclear Sabotage: A major  cyber

attack on Natanz or Karaj.  Triggers: U.S./

Israeli

Stuxnet-style operations. Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Environmental

catastrophe;  Iranian  nuclear

breakout. Mitigations: International

oversight;  cyber-deterrence

protocols. 

Breakdown of  U.S.  Regional  Alliances:

Host  nations  (Iraq,  Jordan)  distancing

themselves  from  U.S.  kinetic  actions.

Triggers: Continued

civilian  casualtiesin  U.S.  strikes.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:  Loss

of U.S. strategic reach in the Middle

East.  Mitigations:  Increased

economic aid to allies; stricter rules

of engagement.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Chinese/Russian Posture: The broadcasts

provide  almost  no  information  on  how

major global competitors are reacting to

the  blockade  of  a  waterway  essential  for

their energy needs.

Iranian Internal Military Factionalism:

There is little detail on whether the regular

Iranian army (Artesh) is supportive of the

IRGC’s aggressive posture. 

U.S.  Allied  Consensus: While  the  UK is

aligned,  the  transcript  fails  to  detail  the

stance of  EU partners or regional  giants

like Saudi Arabia regarding the US's direct

strikes on Iranian soil.

Ground Truth of School Bombing: The

transcripts  provide  a  compelling

investigative narrative but  lack definitive

state admission or forensic verification of

the Minab strike.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Stalling"  Hypothesis: The  Iranian

maritime blockade and retaliatory strikes may

not be intended as a path to war, but as a

high-stakes stalling tactic to force the

U.S.  back  to  the  negotiating  table

before  the  domestic  economy

completely  collapses.  The  rhetoric  of

"war"  serves  as  a  smoke  screen  for

desperate  back-channel  diplomatic

overtures.

The  "Managed  Escalation"  Hypotheses:

Both  the  U.S.  and  Iran  are  engaging  in

carefully  calibrated  strikes to  satisfy

domestic  hardliners,  while  ensuring  that

critical infrastructure—such as oil refineries—

is not destroyed, thus avoiding a total regional

war.  The reported civilian casualties may be

accidental  results  of  this  managed

brinkmanship.

Black  Swan:  Environmental  Fallout: A

kinetic  strike  on  a  nuclear  facility or  a

chemical  plant  leads  to  a  trans-border

environmental disaster, forcing a sudden and

unplanned cessation of hostilities as regional

states  unite  to  manage  a  humanitarian

catastrophe.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Establish  immediate  emergency

diplomatic  channels through  neutral

third parties (e.g., Oman or Switzerland) to

prevent  accidental  nuclear  or

environmental escalation.

Prioritize  the  protection  of  civilian

centers in  strike  planning  to  prevent  a

total  loss  of  regional  and  international

legitimacy following the Minab incident.

Coordinate  a  multilateral  response to

maritime  security  that  does  not  involve

transactional  protection  fees,  which

undermine global trade law.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Rerouting: Immediately

implement contingency plans to reroute all

shipping  around the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,

bypassing  the  Persian  Gulf  and  Bab  al-

Mandab.

Currency Hedge: Hedge against extreme

volatility  in  regional  currencies  and  the

Euro/Dollar as energy prices roil the global

economy.

Legal  Risk: Audit  all  operations  for

potential IRGC links to ensure compliance

with the UK's new terror designation and

other international sanctions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day's  legislative  activity  was  dominated

by the UK's  formal  designation of  the IRGC

and the U.S. Senate's debate over war powers

and authorization. Strategic intent focuses on

legal  isolation  of  the  Iranian  state  and

ensuring  domestic  oversight  of  the  U.S.

executive's use of force.

UK IRGC Terrorist Designation: A new

regulation  designating  the  IRGC  as  a

terrorist  entity.  Strategic  intent:  To

criminalize  support  for  the  IRGC

domestically and isolate it from the global

financial system.
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U.S.  War  Powers  Challenge: Senate

debate over the authorization of the use of

force against  Iran.  Strategic  intent:  To

reassert  Congressional  oversight  of  the

executive branch during kinetic conflict.

Strait  of  Hormuz  Protection  Tariff

(Proposal): A  proposed  U.S.  policy  to

charge  a  20%  transit  fee for  naval

protection.  Strategic  intent:  To  offset  the

costs  of  U.S.  military  operations  through

transactional security.

KEY STORIES

US Strikes IRGC Infrastructure: Direct

U.S. kinetic strikes targeted Bandar Abbas,

Bushehr,  Abadan,  and  Mahshahr,

specifically  focusing  on  drone  sites  and

coastal  defenses.  The  strikes  reportedly

caused 30 civilian casualties.

Minab  School  Bombing: A  massive

explosion at  a school  in Minab killed 156

people,  including  120  children.

Investigative reports suggest debris from a

U.S.  Tomahawk  missile  was  found  at  the

site.

IRGC Retaliates Against US Bases: The

IRGC launched missiles and drones at U.S.

facilities in Kuwait, Jordan, and Bahrain in

response to strikes on Iranian soil.

Toomaj  Salehi  Special  Interview: The

activist  singer  discussed his  arrest,  death

sentence, and his continuing advocacy for

human  rights  and  political  prisoners  in

Iran.

Iran  Maritime  Blockade: The  IRGC

attempted  to  block  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

leading to  a  global  energy shock and the

plummeting  of  the  Iranian  Rial  to  record

lows.

Trump  Proposes  Protection  Fees:

President  Trump  suggested  a  20%

maritime fee on shipping using the Strait of

Hormuz to pay for U.S. naval protection.

UK Designates IRGC as Terrorists: The

British government moved to designate the

IRGC as  a  terrorist  entity,  citing  its

involvement  in  regional  sabotage  and

threats to the UK.

Iraq Pivot to US Investment: The Iraqi

government  signaled  a  shift  away  from

Iranian influence in favor of U.S. economic

aid and energy cooperation.

Nuclear  Sabotage  Rhetoric: Growing

rhetoric from the U.S. and Israel regarding

potential kinetic or cyber strikes on Iranian

nuclear sites like Natanz and Karaj.

Houthi  Maritime  Warfare: Iranian-

backed  Houthis  in  Yemen  continue  to

attack  shipping  in  the  Bab  al-Mandab,

adding to the global maritime crisis.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260715_120000


level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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