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GLOBAL LANDSCAPE IN CHAOS:

ESCALATING WARFARE & HYBRID THREATS (REPORT SUMMARY)

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

T

= 2 surge while Japan/South

Converging crises dominate. US-Iran direct military escalation in the Persian Gulf and
mtenmglng Russian asymmetric operations against Baltic critical infrastructure define

the security environment. Middle East conflict i

s critical with four days of sustained

strikes and maritime disruptions in Hormuz/Bab-el-Mandeb. Trump threatens

Iranians Iranian infrastructure while securing Gi

ulf investments for securi

Europe, Lithuanian and Latvian Presidents warn of imminent Russian hybrid

provocations testing NATO cohesion. Domestically, Lithuania’s new Sinkevicius

government faces scrutln& over legitimacy. Ecor!omlcall¥, China’s high-tech exports
o o

rea face energy strains due

choked supply routes.

FOURTH DAY OF SUSTAINED STRIKES.

US aviation strikes Iranian targets; Gulf states intercept

Iranian drones/missiles.
TRUMP'S TRANSACTIONAL THREATS:

Targets Iranian bridges/power plants if no talks; extracts
billions from Gulf monarchs for “protection tax”.

IRANIAN BLOCKADE THREAT:

Threats to paralyze global trade by closing Bab-el-Mandeb.

BALTIC SECURITY & RUSSIAN P

e v

KINETIC PROVOCATIONS:

Russia, weakening in Ukraine, likely to launch limited
attacks on energy/transport nodes to test NATO.

BORDER FORTIFICATION:

Estonia completes 110

CIVIL DEFENSE GAPS:

km fence.

Russia conducts live-fire drills near Lake Peipus.

Lithuania ramps up trainin?; nearly 1/3 of
population unaware of shelter locations.

CHINA'S HIGH-TECH SURGE:
Exports up 27% YoY, driven by Al chips and 72%
surge in EV exports, consolidating global supply chain
dominance despite domestic crises.

ENERGY CRISIS IN ASIA:

Japan and South Korea

as maritime fuel routes
choked.

implement drastic measures

FINTECH RISKS:

€24 million}crzpm-mi_ning
fraud case in Lithuania
involving political figures
highlights digital asset risks.

are

LITHUANIAN POLITICAL
TRANSITION

SINKEVICIUS GOVERNMENT:

First meeting faces criticism over cabinet
legality and partisan loyalty. Debates on
PM's leadership style and crisis
management capability.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
& ARMED CONFLICT

<~ UKRAINE'S INTENSIFIED CAMPAIGN:
Strikes on 136 Russian ‘shadow
fleet’ vessels.
EU-Ukraine joint drone
production agreement.

POW EXECUTIONS:

Over 340 recorded cases,
characterized as Russian state
policy.

INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY:
Lithuanian shelters identified but
accessibility issues remain.
Russian strikes on Odessa civilian
cargo ships.

DIPLOMACY:
\ Netanyahu's US visit signals
tighter anti-Iran alignment.
Pakistan's mediation fails.

o
o
8

i

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS &
RISK ASSESSMENT

WEAPONIZATION OF INFRASTRUCTURE:
Russia targets ‘multiplication
m m effect’ of damage to trigger
l systemic failures.

TRANSACTIONAL SECURITY:
~(—> US shifts to ‘protection rent’
model, causing ally anxiety.

Al-DRIVEN RESILIENCE:
China's tech sector booms
despite internal market crisis.
RISKS:
« Systemic maritime collapse  [IHighNl
* Baltic kinetic provocation  [FHigh’l
« Global financial contagion
from fintech fraud

» Social instability via burnout  [FHighY

IMPLICATIONS & CONTRARIAN SCENARIOS: The world faces fractured landscapes and volatile leadership. Scenarios
include Trump's ‘Stalking Horse' strategy, Russian ‘Strategic Retreat’ deception, or a Hormuz ‘Cyber-Blockade’ Black Swan.
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ESCALATING US-IRAN WARFARE
AND RUSSIAN HYBRID THREATS
AGAINST EUROPEAN
INFRASTRUCTURE DOMINATE A
GLOBAL LANDSCAPE MARRED BY
SYSTEMIC INSTABILITY AND
LEADERSHIP TRANSITIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security environment is
characterized by a rapid convergence of
conventional warfare and hybrid
destabilization, centered on two primary axes:
the direct military escalation between the
United States and Iran in the Persian Gulf,
and the intensifying threat of Russian
asymmetric operations against Baltic critical
infrastructure. The conflict in the Middle East
has entered a critical phase, with four days of
sustained strikes between U.S. and Iranian
forces, resulting in significant maritime
disruptions in the Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb
straits. Former President Donald Trump has
further heightened tensions by threatening to
destroy Iranian civil infrastructure unless
Tehran returns to negotiations, while
simultaneously extracting billions in new

investment promises from Gulf allies in
exchange for security guarantees.

In Europe, the security narrative is dominated
by warnings from Lithuanian President
Gitanas Nauséda and Latvian President
Edgars regarding
Russian provocations. These hybrid attacks
are projected to target strategic energy and
transport nodes, specifically designed to test
NATO's Article 5 cohesion as Russia faces
attrition on the Ukrainian battlefield. This
threat environment coincides with significant
domestic governance shifts in Lithuania, as
the new government under Prime Minister
Mindaugas SinkeviCius begins its mandate
amidst scrutiny over its procedural legitimacy
and the perceived prioritization of political
loyalty over professional expertise in cabinet
appointments.

Rinkevicius imminent

Economically, the transcripts reveal a stark
divergence between China's surging high-tech
export sector and the energy-strained
economies of Japan and South Korea. China
has reported a 27% increase in exports,
driven largely by global demand for Al-related
semiconductors and  electric  vehicles,
consolidating its position in the global supply
chain despite ongoing real estate crises.
Conversely, the conflict in the Middle East has
forced Japan and other Asian importers to
implement drastic energy-saving measures as
maritime oil and gas transit routes are
choked. This systemic instability is further
complicated by large-scale financial crimes,
such as the €24 million crypto-mining fraud
case involving figures linked to Lithuanian
political elites, highlighting the persistent
risks within the fintech and digital asset
sectors.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS Sino-Western Technological Competition

US-Iran Military Escalation and Maritime * China's exports of semiconductors and Al

Blockade equipment rose significantly, with overall
exports up 27% year-over-year.

* The conflict has entered its fourth day, with . Chinese electric _vehicle exports have

U.S. aviation striking targets inside Iran
while Gulf states report intercepting
dozens of Iranian drones and missiles.

* Donald Trump has threatened to target
Tranian bridges and power plants if peace Lithuanian Domestic Political Transition
talks do not resume, while demanding a ) .. )
" . " * The new SinkeviCius government held its
protection tax" from Gulf monarchs who

.. s . first meeting, facing criticism from the
have countered by promising billions in " di th )
. . legality of the
new investments into the U.S. economy. OPPOSILION - Tegarding ©

cabinet's formation process and its reliance
on partisan loyalty.

surged by 72%, highlighting the country's
growing dominance in the green energy
transition despite trade tensions.

* The Iranian regime has threatened a total
blockade of the Bab-el-Mandeb strait in the
Red Sea, potentially paralyzing a significant
portion of global trade.

* Internal debates persist regarding the PM's

communication style and his ability to

transition from regional municipal
Baltic Infrastructure Security and leadership to a national/international stage
Russian Provocations during a crisis.

e Presidents of Lithuania and Latvia warn KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
that Russia, weakening in Ukraine, is likely

to launch limited kinetic operations against Armed Conflict & Militarization

strategic energy and transport

infrastructure to test NATO's collective * Ukraine has significantly intensified its

defense mechanisms. campaign against the Russian "shadow
« Estonia has completed 110 km of its 136 fleet," reportedly striking 136 vessels in ten

km land border fence with Russia, despite days to degrade Russian export capacity.

ongoing Russian  military  exercises e The EU and Ukraine have signed a joint

involving live-fire drills near the border on drone production agreement to scale

Lake Peipus. manufacturing capabilities using Ukrainian
. Lithuania is ramping up civil defense combat experience and European industrial

training after surveys indicated that nearly capacity.

a third of the population remains unaware » Systemic reports of executions of Ukrainian

of the location of the nearest air-raid POWs have emerged, with over 340

shelters. recorded cases, which Ukrainian officials

characterize as state-level Russian policy
rather than isolated incidents.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260715_023000

Critical Infrastructure Security

e Lithuanian authorities have identified more
than 17,000 shelters capable of protecting
1.6 million citizens, though accessibility
issues (locked private buildings) remain a
concern.

* Russian strikes on civilian cargo ships in
the Odessa region have resumed, resulting

in multiple casualties and threatening the
Black Sea grain corridor's viability.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Israeli PM Netanyahu's visit to the United
States signals a tightening of the US-Israel-
Gulf alignment against Iran as the regional
war expands.

» Pakistan's attempts to mediate the US-Iran
conflict have so far proven unsuccessful,
indicating a lack of clear diplomatic exit
ramps for the current escalation.

Energy & Critical Minerals

* The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
severely disrupted energy flows to Asia,
particularly affecting Japan, where nearly
all oil imports pass through this
chokepoint.

* Japan and South Korea are implementing

energy consumption limits, including
urging civil servants to work remotely and

relaxing formal dress codes to reduce air
conditioning demand.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Infrastructure
Protection

The transcripts reveal a shift in Russian
strategy toward targeting the "multiplication

effect" of infrastructure damage. By focusing
on strategic energy and transport nodes,
Russia seeks to trigger systemic failures that
transcend individual facilities, aiming to erode
public trust in Baltic governments and NATO's
protective umbrella. The
characterized by incr rder
fortification and civil defense drills, indicates
a region preparing for a long-term "hybrid
siege" where the line between peace and
conflict is permanently blurred.

response,

Transactionalist Security and "Protection
Rents"

The rhetoric attributed to Donald Trump
regarding the Middle East introduces a highly
transactional model of alliance management.
By framing security as a service to be paid for
in billions of dollars of domestic investment,
the U.S. posture appears to be shifting away
from traditional collective security toward a
"protection rent" model. This is causing
significant anxiety among Gulf allies, who are
forced to balance their sovereignty against
the necessity of U.S. military hardware to
counter Iranian aggression.

The Paradox of AlI-Driven Economic
Resilience

China's economic data presents a paradox:
while its domestic property market remains in
crisis, its export-l high-tech r is
booming. The global race for Al sovereignty is
providing China with an economic lifeline, as
demand for semiconductors and specialized
computer equipment offsets weak internal
consumption. This suggests that technological
competition is now the primary driver of
global trade, even as geopolitical tensions
threaten to sever the physical supply routes
(straits and ports) that these technologies rely
on.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite Consolidation in Lithuania

The inauguration of Prime  Minister
Mindaugas Sinkevicius is framed as a critical
test of political consolidation. The dual role of
Sinkevi¢ius as both PM and party leader is
seen as a move to stabilize internal party
dynamics, but it has invited accusations that
cabinet appointments prioritize loyalty over
professional competence. The opposition's
legal challenges to the cabinet formation
process suggest a period of institutional
friction that could hamper the government's
ability to respond rapidly to the external
security threats identified by the President.

Social Resilience and Civil Defense Gaps

A significant "readiness gap" exists within the
Lithuanian public. While the state has marked
thousands of shelters, the fact that a large
portion of the population (particularly youth
and the elderly) remains uninformed suggests
a failure in government communication. This
domestic vulnerability is being addressed
through surges in civil defense training, but
the underlying public apathy or confusion
represents a strategic weakness that
adversaries like Russia are explicitly looking
to exploit.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Baltic-Nordic Fortification Narrative

Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia are increasingly
framing themselves as the "front line" of
Western democratic defense. The completion
of the Estonian border fence and the focus on

r in r re portrays a
region that views the international system as

ic_infrastr

a hostile threat matrix where the primary goal
is hardening the state against asymmetric
shocks. This defensive posture is coupled with
a push for joint European military production,
signaling a move toward regional self-reliance
within the broader NATO framework.

The Multi-Theater Pressure on Global
Trade

The simultaneous targeting of the Russian
"shadow fleet" in the Black Sea and the
blockade threats in the Red Sea and Persian
Gulf illustrate a global maritime environment
under extreme stress. The broadcasting
nation frames this as a struggle to maintain
the rules-based order against revisionist
powers (Russia and Iran) who weaponize
global trade routes. The reliance on U.S.
intervention in the Gulf, contrasted with the
push for [European drone autonomy,
highlights a complex dualism in global
posture: total reliance on U.S. naval power in
the Middle East vs. a desire for technological
autonomy in the European theater.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic landscape is fractured,
with a high-growth tech sector in China
clashing with energy-driven inflationary
pressures in Japan and regulatory uncertainty
in the Baltic pension markets. Market
sentiment is heavily weighed by the maritime
transit crisis, which is directly impacting
energy prices and supply chain predictability
for heavy importers in Asia.

Key Economic Vectors

* Chinese High-Tech Surge: Exports grew
by 27% in June, with semiconductor
equipment and computer hardware
imports/exports rising over 56% compared
to the previous year.
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* Lithuanian Pension Volatility: Over
100,000 people have chosen to withdraw
from the second-tier pension system,
resulting in €272 million returning to the
state social security (Sodra) reserves in the
second quarter.

* Maritime Disruption: The potential
closure of the Hormuz Strait threatens to
cut off nearly 20% of global natural gas and
a significant portion of oil supply, causing
energy price spikes in Japan.

* Corporate Logistics Consolidation: The
merger of DSV and a major German
logistics subsidiary has created the largest

logistics company in the world, a deal
worth €14 billion.

Fintech Fraud: A large-scale €23-24
million crypto-mining fraud case involving
Vilhelmas Mindaugas
Navickas is under prosecution, highlighting
risks in digital asset investments.

Germanas and

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The current period is marked by the
consolidation of the
administration and a shift in U.S. policy
rhetoric toward a more aggressive,
transactional stance under Trump.

SinkeviCius

» Mindaugas SinkevicCius: Now serving as
both Prime Minister and leader of the
Social Democratic party. His strategy
involves concentrating power to manage
internal party dynamics, but he faces
criticism for a quiet leadership style that
some observers fear lacks the assertiveness
required for national crises.

* Inga Ruginiené: Returning to the Ministry
of Social Security and ILabor, signaling a
continuity in social policy despite the
broader cabinet reshuffle.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as the primary
driver of U.S. foreign policy escalation in
the Middle East, using the conflict to
extract financial concessions from allies
and threaten total war against Iranian
infrastructure.

* Vilhelmas Germanas & Mindaugas

Navickas: Faced with criminal prosecution
and potential flight risk allegations; their

fall from grace impacts the perceived
integrity of the Lithuanian fintech sector.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network's lead stories focus heavily on
the new government's first steps and the
regional security threats from Russia. There is
a clear prioritization of domestic political
legitimacy and national defense readiness.
The US-Iran conflict is given significant
airtime, but it is often framed through the lens
of its economic impact on energy prices and
the maritime blockade. A "buried" but critical
story is the POW executions in Ukraine, which
is presented as part of a broader trend of
Russian atrocities rather than the lead news
item, despite its grave humanitarian
implications. The overall tone is one of
anxious vigilance, oscillating between concern
over domestic burnout and the existential
threats of hybrid war.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

World powers are portrayed through a
spectrum of aggressive revisionism (Russia,
Iran) versus defensive consolidation (EU,
Baltics), with the U.S. acting as a volatile,
transactional arbiter.
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COUNTRIES

Russia: Characterized as a predatory and

opportunistic actor that uses asymmetric
"kinetic operations" to compensate for

battlefield failure. Quote: "Russia can take

provocations in the region when it starts to
weaken significantly on the battlefield."

Iran: Portrayed as a hostile regional power
capable of global trade sabotage. Quote:

"Tehran threatens to retaliate for the seven
of its soldiers killed in U.S. attacks."

China: Framed as a technological
juggernaut that is successfully decoupling
its export success from its domestic
economic woes. Quote: "China's exports

grew much faster than expected...
providing additional support for the

country's economy."

Lithuania: Presented as a resilient but

under-prepared front-line state. Quote: "We

must be extremely prepared... Russia can
indirectly try [to trigger] Article 5."

LEADERS

Donald Trump: Portrayed as aggressive
and transactional. Quote: "Trump
threatened to hit Iranian bridges and power
plants if Tehran does not return to the
negotiating table."

Mindaugas Sinkevicius: Characterized as
a cautious, quiet regional leader struggling
to project national authority. Quote: "He
does not hide being a man of few words...
will he be able to turn this into a strength?"
Gitanas Nauseéeda: Seen as the strategic
alarm-caller for the region. Quote: "The
Presiden not a large-scale
attack, but limited kinetic operations."

nfirmed...

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Vagner Group: Portrayed as the originator
of a culture of brutality in the Russian
military. Quote: "Associated with the now-
defunct Vagner group... which enabled
other Russian soldiers to torture and Kkill

Foxpay: Framed as a vehicle for large-scal
financial crime and political corruption.

Quote: "Germanas is suspected of property

crimes and corruption with the company
Foxpay."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Meta-Narrative of Hybridity: State
officials are actively seeding the narrative
that any infrastructure failure is a Russian
information-dezinformation operation. This
serves to pre-emptively blame external
actors for potential systemic vulnerabilities.

Al and Content Authenticity: There is an
emerging domestic debate about Al-

generated content eroding original human

thought and "truth" in public
administration and media, described as
creating a ‘"lifeless" and "standardized"
information  environment similar to
processed food.

Political Legitimacy Signaling: The

opposition's focus on procedural errors in

the new government's formation is a
tool used to portray the
Sinkevi¢ius administration as amateurish or
legally precarious from day one.

narrative
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

The "Test" of NATO Cohesion: Russia
will likely execute a small-scale, deniable
sabotage operation against a Baltic energy
node within the next six months to observe
the speed and nature of the NATO
response.

Economic "Island" Formation: Continued
maritime blockades in the Gulf will
accelerate the transition to green energy in
Japan and South Korea, not out of
environmental concern, but as a core
national security imperative to bypass
Hormuz.

Lithuanian Political Friction: The
Sinkevicius government will face a period
of legal warfare from the opposition,
potentially leading to a constitutional court
review of the cabinet's formation, which
could delay critical defense spending.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect heightened military readiness in the
Persian Gulf and potentially more direct

skirmishes between U.S. and Iranian naval
assets.

Lithuania will likely see a surge in civil
defense enrollment following the public
warnings of air raid risks.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The completion of the Estonian border
fence will likely be followed by similar
intensive projects in Latvia and Lithuania,
potentially including the temporary
restoration of internal Schengen border
controls.

* China's dominance in EV exports will
trigger new trade defense measures from
the EU and U.S. to protect domestic
industries.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The shift = toward regional drone
manufacturing will fundamentally alter
European defense procurement, moving
away from large conventional platforms
toward mass-produced, decentralized
systems.

e The US-Iran conflict could lead to a

permanent restructuring of Gulf security

alliances, with the "protection tax" model
becoming standardized for non-NATO
allies.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The most immediate risks involve the fragile
state of global maritime trade and the
potential for a "miscalculation" in the Baltic
theater that triggers a larger conflict.

* Systemic Maritime Collapse: A total
blockade of Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb.
Triggers: Iranian desperation or U.S.
strikes on Iranian port infrastructure.
Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:
Catastrophic  (global energy  crisis).
Mitigations: U.S. naval escort expansion
and rapid diplomatic de-escalation via
Pakistan.

* Baltic Kinetic Provocation: Targeted
Russian sabotage of energy/transport
infrastructure. Triggers: Significant
Russian defeats in Ukraine or perceived
NATO disunity. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Significant (regional blackout/disruption).
Mitigations: Hardening physical security at
energy nodes and increasing NATO forward
presence.
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* Global Financial Contagion from
Fintech Fraud: Collapse of investor
confidence in Baltic digital markets
following the Fox rman
Triggers: Reveal of deeper political
involvement or more large-scale losses.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Moderate-
High (loss of FDI). Mitigations: Rapid,
transparent  prosecution and tighter
regulatory oversight of crypto-mining
entities.

Social Instability via Burnout:
Widespread professional burnout among
critical infrastructure workers (healthcare,
energy). Triggers: Sustained high-threat
environment and economic stress.
Likelihood:  High. Impact: Moderate
(operational failures). Mitigations: Adoption
of diagnostic tools like the VU burnout tool
and workplace reforms.

Ukrainian Frontline Collapse: Russia
breaking the Ukrainian lines following the
depletion of manpower. Triggers: Failure of
EU/US to 1 ron n mm
production. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Catastrophic (Russian advance toward
NATO borders). Mitigations: Accelerated
implementation of the EU-Ukraine drone

agreement.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e The transcripts do not detail the Russian
military's specific tactical changes in the
Lake Peipus exercises, which are essential
for gauging the actual risk of a border
crossing.

* There is a lack of information regarding the
Irani leadership' . ] hesi
during the U.S. strikes; we do not know if
the regime is fracturing or rallying under

pressure.

e The broadcast mentions the €272 million

return to Sodra but fails to analyze the
long-term impact on the investment market
once these funds are removed from private
pension management.

e The role of China'

crisis is minimized in favor of export data,
potentially masking a looming internal
collapse that could suddenly halt the tech
surge.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Trump "Stalking Horse" Scenario:

The U.S. escalation in the Gulf is not about
Iran at all, but is a manufactured crisis
designed to force Gulf states to bail out the
U.S. economy via "investments," effectively
turning the Middle East war into a U.S.
fiscal stimulus program.

The Russian  "Strategic Retreat"
Deception: The reports of Russian
weakness in Ukraine are a deliberate
disinformation campaign by Moscow to lure
NATO into a false sense of security before a
sudden, massive conventional push toward
the Suwalki Gap.

Black Swan: The Hormuz Cyber-
Blockade: Instead of a physical blockade, a
state actor launches a massive cyber-attack
on global logistics and shipping GPS in the
Gulf, paralyzing trade without firing a
single missile, rendering naval escorts
useless.
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RECOMMENDATIONS & BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

IMPLICATIONS .
¢« US Sanctions Reform Act: A Dbill

supported by 26 Senators to apply up to
100% tariffs on Russian oil/gas purchasers

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

 Security: Prioritize the hardening of (including China/India) to choke off
energy and transport nodes with physical Moscow's revenue.
barriers and localized anti-drone systems. « 21st EU Sanctions Package: A proposed
« Economic: Diversify energy supply routes set of measures aimed at further isolating
to bypass Hormuz and increase investment Russian economic interests and countering
in domestic semiconductor capacity to hybrid threats.
reduce reliance on the volatile China- « Lithuanian Pension Reform: Ongoing
Taiwan-Korea triangle. debate over eliminating incentives for the
« Diplomatic: Use the Pakistani mediation second-tier pension system following the
channel to establish a maritime "hotline" to massive withdrawal of participants.
prevent accidental escalation in the Red
Sea. HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Sinkevicius Government Inaugural
Meeting: Focused on cabinet consolidation

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Companies must price in and defending the legitimacy of the
a 20-30% increase in energy and freight appointment process.
costs due to the maritime transit crisis.  Nauseda-Rinkevicius State Visit: A high-
* Regulatory Compliance: Enhanced due level summit to rdin regional
diligence is required for all fintech and response to Russian kinetic threats.

crypto-related investments in the Baltic

region to avoid exposure to ongoing KEY STORIES
corruption probes.

» Safety Standards: Implement mandatory  Sinkevicius Government Formation: The
burnout diagnostic programs for all staff in new Lithuanian PM faces scrutiny over his
high-stress, critical infrastructure roles to leadership style and cabinet's partisan
prevent systemic operational failure. loyalty.

* Russian Infrastructure Threats: Warning

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP from Presidents Nauséda and Rinkevicius
about asymmetric attacks on energy/

Legislative activity is focused on sanctions, transport.

security fortification, and the legitimacy of « US-Iran War: Fourth day of sustained

government formation. The Baltic states are military strikes and threats to Iranian civil

pushing for a more aggressive 21st sanctions
package while the U.S. Senate debates a

100% tariff on Russian oil/gas.

infrastructure by Trump.

* Ukrainian Tanker Strikes: Ukraine
reports attacking 136 Russian shadow fleet
vessels in ten days.
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* EU-Ukraine Drone Pact: EU Commission
President Von der L.eyen announces a joint
drone manufacturing agreement.

* Chinese Tech Export Boom: China
reports 27% export growth led by AI chips
and EVs.

* Lithuanian Crypto Fraud: A €24 million

fraud case involving figures linked to
political elites is proceeding in court.

 POW Executions: Reports of over 340

Ukrainian prisoners executed by Russian

forces.

* Estonian Border Fence: Completion of
110 km of the land barrier with Russia.

e Lithuanian Shelter Crisis: Survey finds
30% of citizens do not know where the
nearest air raid shelter is.

* Japanese Energy Crisis: Heatwave and
Hormuz blockade force Japan to implement
drastic energy-saving measures.

* Pension System Exit: Over 100,000
Lithuanians withdraw from the second-tier
pension system.

* Global Logistics Merger: DSV and a

German firm create the world's largest
logistics entity in a €14 billion deal.

* VU Burnout Diagnostic Tool:

Researchers at Vilnius University launch a

new tool to identify workplace burnout
risks.

* Netanyahu US Visit: Israeli PM arrives in

Washington amidst the expanding war with

Iran.

* Odessa Cargo Strikes: Russia hits civilian
ships in Odessa, killing multiple crew
members.

* Béliauskiené Biography: Coverage of
the dissident's life and her time in the
Gulag with Monsignor Vasiliauskas.

* Gulf "Protection" Tax: Trump demands
and receives promises of billions in
investments from Gulf states for security.

* Pakistan Mediation Efforts: Efforts to
reopen the Hormuz strait through
diplomacy prove fruitless.

* Lake Peipus Drills: Russia conducts live-

fire military exercises near the Estonian
border.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

ia- - -bri . You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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