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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

PALESTINE 2026: ACCELERATED SETTLEMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE ISOLATION & HUMANITARIAN DECAY

Broadcasts from July 15, 2026: A Coordinated Strategy of Reconfiguration & The Fight for Cultural Sumud
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C
INFRASTRUCTURE
AS WAR
Roads & pipes segment
territory into disconnected

islands. Water wells behind
military lines.
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INSTITUTIONAL &
CULTURAL ERASURE
“Soft Settlement” via signage
destruction, archaeology.
Countered by historical
mapping & art.

RECOMMENDATIONS
& IMPLICATIONS

FOR STATECRAFT/PUBLIC SECTOR:
o Prepare for militia conflicts.
o Diversify energy routes.
 Support Heritage Status for
Area C sites.

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:
o Shift logistics from Persian Gulf.
o Prepare for EU settlement sanctions.
o High-risk opportunity in
“Community Infrastructure”.

THE FUTURE: A struggle between principled Palestinian resistance ("Sumud") and
a chaotic yet aggressive Israeli-US alliance, with the international system fractured.
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EXPANSION AND INFRASTRUCTURE
ISOLATION AMID HUMANITARIAN
DECAY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts from July 15, 2026, delineate a
coordinated and aggressive Israeli state
strategy to finalize the "demographic and
geographic reconfiguration" of the West Bank
and Gaza. Strategic infrastructure projects,
most notably the Line 45 settlement road and
a billion-shekel budget for settler-centric
infrastructure, are framed as the final stages
of a systemic effort to isolate Palestinian
population centers and annex the Jordan
Valley. This expansion is occurring under a
Trump administration in the United States,
with high-level diplomatic friction between
Jordan and the U.S. over escalating regional
tensions and the Strait of Hormuz
navigation crisis.

Simultaneously, the humanitarian situation in
Gaza has shifted from active conflict to a
systemic health and
collapse. Reports highlight a crisis of trash
accumulation, reaching over 450,000 tons in

environmental

Khan Younis, and the re-emergence of
infectious diseases due to destroyed
infrastructure. Palestinian internal narratives
are increasingly focused on "Cultural
Sumud" (steadfastness), using art forums,
agricultural museums, and historical mapping
to resist what they describe as the "erasure of
the Palestinian memory" by the Israeli
government, particularly targeting
educational and historical sites in Hebron and
Jerusalem.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Accelerated West Bank Colonization:
The Israeli government has approved 450
new housing units between Jabal al-
Mukaber and Umm Lison, part of a
"Envelope Plan" to isolate Jerusalem from
Bethlehem. Additionally, a 1.3 billion shekel
budget was allocated for settler roads to
bifurcate Palestinian geography.

* Systemic Water Resource Destruction:
Military operations targeted critical water
infrastructure in the Jordan Valley,
demolishing three major wells that irrigate
12,000 dunams of land, a move analysts
describe as  ‘"enforced = displacement
through thirst."

* Gaza Environmental and Health Crisis:
Inundated by 450,000 tons of waste,
displaced populations in Khan Younis and
Al-Mawasi face the spread of skin diseases
and intestinal parasites, exacerbated by the
Israeli military's prevention of waste
management teams from reaching primary
dumpsites.
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* Regional Diplomatic Realignment:
President Mahmoud Abbas arrived in Qatar
for high-level meetings, while Jordan's
Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi held tense
discussions in Washington with U.S.
Secretary of State Rubio
regarding Israeli regional aggression and
the potential closure of the Strait of
Hormuz by Iran.

Marco

Legislative Shift in Israel: The Knesset is
finalizing a "Torah Study Law" to exempt
Haredi students from military service, a
move ftriggering friction between the
political echelon and the IDF Chief of Staff.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The Israeli
military continues to enforce "sterile zones"
around settlements in the West Bank, while in
Gaza, the nature of conflict has evolved into
targeted helicopter strikes on residential
homes in Deir al-Balah. The Israeli Navy is
also increasing its presence in the
Mediterranean, while threats from the Houthi
movement and Iran target Bab al-Mandab and
Hormuz.

Food & Water Security Food security is
being weaponized via the destruction of
agricultural capacity. In the Jordan Valley, the
demolition of wells and the seizure of 15,000
dunams of grazing land has caused a 40%
decline in livestock production. In Gaza, the
lack of medicine for chronic diseases like
diabetes is leading to preventable limb
amputations.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The Palestinian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, led by Dr
Varsen Aghabekian Shahin, is pivoting toward
"Internal Diplomacy," engaging  local

universities and governors to document Israeli

violations for international bodies like

UNESCO, specifically seeking protection for
heritage sites like Sabastiya.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance
Internal Israeli politics are dominated by the
Netanyahu-Smotrich-Ben Gvir alliance.
Netanyahu is characterized as fighting for
survival against polls showing him trailing
behind Gantz. Meanwhile, the Palestinian
Authority is focusing on education reform and
local governance through the "Hukomaty"

digital portal to maintain social order.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Infrastructure as Annexation The recurring
theme of the day is the use of roads and
water pipes as tools of war. The "Line 45"
project and the "Straitjacket" road networks
around Hebron are not merely for transport;
they are designed to segment the West Bank
into disconnected islands. By placing water
wells behind "military lines" in the Jordan
Valley, the Israeli government is creating an
environment where Palestinian life becomes

physically unsustainable without formal

expulsion orders.

Institutional and Cultural Erasure The
Palestinian narrative has shifted to a
defensive stance against "Soft Settlement."
This is seen in the destruction of the Dar al-
Aytam Islamic School signage by Israeli
officials and the demolition of Roman-era
irrigation systems in Battir. The response is a
cultural counter-offensive, focusing on the
Harisat al-Baydar book fair in Nablus and
agricultural museums in Qalqgilya to reassert
historical claims through archaeology and art.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Israel is facing a profound civil-military rift.
The proposed Haredi draft exemption has led
to public condemnation by IDF Chief of Staff
Herzi Halevi, who warns of the erosion of
military necessity during wartime. Public
sentiment is further destabilized by polls
showing the ruling Likud party losing ground
to opposition figures like Eisenkot, while
Netanyahu is accused of manipulating military
strategy to avoid legal prosecution and
political collapse.

In the Palestinian territories, societal stability
is maintained through community-led
initiatives rather than state capacity. In
Hebron, local businessmen and "white hands"
philanthropists are self-funding the
construction of 26 schools because the
Palestinian Authority lacks the budget due to
Israeli tax revenue withholding. This self-
reliance signals a growing disconnect
between the Palestinian people and their
central government, as communities turn to
private charity and local committees to
survive the administrative vacuum.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is portrayed as
fractured and ineffective. While the EU
discusses trade restrictions on settlement
products and monitors Israeli violations of the
Fourth Geneva Convention, the U.S. Trump
administration is framed as a disruptor. The
meetings between Safadi and Rubio reveal a
deep concern in Jordan that U.S. policy is
enabling a regional conflagration. The framing

of the Hormuz navigation crisis suggests that
the "outside world" is on the brink of an

energy shock, with the global economy pricing
in the risk of a total naval blockade by Iran.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Palestinian economy is in a state of
induced depression, characterized by the
intentional destruction of agricultural assets
and the withholding of clearance funds.
However, some resilience is seen in the
private sector through targeted development
grants. Key economic indicators and events
include:

* Energy Markets: Oil prices rose to $86.19
per barrel (Brent) and $80.40 (WTI)
following the US-Iran escalations and
Hormuz closure threats.

* Agricultural Devastation: Israeli military
actions in the Jordan Valley have resulted in
the loss of millions of dollars in potential
harvest and livestock revenue.

* Fiscal Support: The Palestinian Ministry
of Agriculture began disbursing the second
tranche of EU-funded grants totaling
423,000 shekels for 11 projects in the West
Bank.

* Budgetary Pressures: The Israeli
government passed a 434 million dollar
budget specifically for the creation of 34
new settlement outposts.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's reporting highlights significant
shifts in both Israeli and American leadership
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postures, indicating a turn toward hardline
nationalism.

* U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio:
Characterized as a hardliner in his first
major regional engagement, Safadi’'s
meeting with him suggests a pro-Israel tilt
that ignores Jordanian concerns about the
status quo.

* Netanyahu Faction: Despite being
weakened in the polls, Netanyahu's faction
has successfully marginalized opposition
within Likud by appointing eight hand-
picked candidates to the party list without
primaries.

* Dr. Varsen Aghabekian Shahin:
Emerging as a key diplomatic architect
for the PA, her pivot to "Internal Outreach"
signals a strategic shift to bolster domestic
support for the PA’s international legal
battles.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The lead stories for the day were the Israeli
settlement road expansion and the Gaza
health crisis, both framed through the lens
of Palestinian survival (Sumud). The network
prioritized the "Infrastructure War" in Tubas
and Hebron, giving it nearly 30% of airtime.
Buried stories included the Abbas visit to
Qatar, which was treated as routine protocol
rather than a strategic breakthrough.
Conspicuous by its absence was any mention
of Palestinian internal political reform or
elections, despite the intense focus on Israeli
democratic instability. The tone was one of
urgent alarm, particularly regarding the
environmental catastrophe in Gaza, using
graphic descriptions of trash and disease to
frame the situation as a crime against
humanity.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's news is framed as a struggle
between a principled but embattled
Palestinian resistance and a chaotic,
competent-but-cruel Israeli-U.S. alliance.

COUNTRIES

* Israel: Portrayed as chaotic and corrupt
domestically but aggressively competent
in its territorial expansion. "The occupation
is using the war to achieve dreams it
couldn't in 40 years."

* United States: Framed as a foe to
regional stability under Trump and Rubio.
Safadi’s visit suggests the U.S. is viewed as
principled but wrong-headed, favoring
Israeli interests over international law.

* Jordan: Portrayed as competent and
principled, acting as the primary buffer
against regional war. "Jordan refuses to

allow Israel to exploit the war to change
regional geography."

LEADERS

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Framed as chaotic
and self-serving, willing to "burn the
region" to stay in power. "Netanyahu is

fighting for survival at the expense of

regional peace."

* Mahmoud Abbas: Portrayed as weak but
symbolic, his visit to Qatar is framed as a

search for a diplomatic lifeline.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Settler Movements: Portrayed as a
competent paramilitary arm of the
Israeli state. "The Hill Youth are an tool
used by the state for ethnic cleansing."
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* UNESCO: Framed as a potential savior
and legal shield for Palestinian history.

"UNESCO is our legal battlefield to prove

our existence."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding of "Soft Settlement":
The Palestinian media is actively seeding
the term "Soft Settlement" to describe
Israeli infrastructure projects that don't
look like outposts but function to annex
land via r nd pi

* The Mapping War: Significant airtime was
dedicated to the "Palestine Maps in 200
Years" exhibition in Cairo, a psychological
operation aimed at countering Israeli
archaeological claims. "The map is proof
that this is Palestinian land."

* Health Propaganda: Reports on the Ebola
outbreak rumors in Congo were used as a
backdrop to warn of similar viral risks in
Gaza due to aid blockades, potentially
intended to pressure international health
organizations.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Jordan Valley Annexation: Given the
systematic destruction of wells, it is likely
that the Israeli military will declare the
Jordan Valley a Closed Military Zone
within 6 months, forcing a mass exodus of
grazing communities to Tubas.

* Regional Conflict over Hormuz: If
Iranian threats to close the Strait persist, a
U.S. naval intervention led by the Trump
administration is highly probable, likely
dragging Jordan and Israel into a direct
confrontation with Iran.

* Collapse of the Gaza "Mawasi" Safe
Zone: The concentration of 1600 families
in makeshift camps without trash disposal
will likely lead to a cholera outbreak by
August 2026 if dumpsites
inaccessible.

remain

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a sharp
increase in settler-led land seizures in
Hebron and the Jordan Valley as the Smotrich-
approved budgets begin to flow. Diplomatic
tension will peak during Abbas’s visit to
Qatar, potentially yielding a new Arab aid
package to bypass Israeli revenue freezes.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Line 45
road project will likely be completed,
physically separating Ramallah from the
northern West Bank. In Gaza, the failure of
the "Envelope Plan" for Jerusalem will lead to

new protest movements in the city's outskirts.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The current
trajectory suggests the irreversible collapse
of the two-state solution geography. The PA
will likely transition into a purely "Cultural
and Educational Trustee" while the Israeli
government  achieves full de  facto
annexation of Area C.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Jordan Valley Humanitarian
Catastrophe: The systematic destruction
of wells in Tubas (Triggers: military orders,
well demolitions;  Likelihood:  High;
Impact: Displacement of 30,000
farmers; Mitigations: EU-funded water
trucking, UN Security Council

intervention). Agricultural life is dying.
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Regional Naval Escalation:
Confrontation in the Strait of Hormuz
(Triggers: Houthi strikes, Iranian naval
drills; Likelihood: Medium-High; Impact:
Global o0il shock to $120/barrel;
Mitigations: US-Jordan naval coordination,
Russo-Chinese mediation).

Epidemic Outbreak
accumulation of 450,000 tons of waste
(Triggers: summer heat, blocked dumpsite
access; Likelihood: High; Impact: Cholera
or Typhoid outbreak in Khan Younis;
Mitigations: WHO-secured
corridors," Israeli approval for garbage
truck fuel). Trash is a weapon.

Education System Collapse in Hebron:
PA budget crisis (Triggers: Israeli
withholding; Likelihood: Medium; Impact:
Social unrest and loss of literacy for
thousands; Mitigations: Continued
expansion of private philanthropic school
building).

Collapse of the Israeli Political Status
Quo: Elite infighting over Haredi draft

in Gaza: Mass

"waste

tax

(Triggers: High Court ruling, Likud
defections; Likelihood: Medium; Impact:
Snap elections in Israel; Mitigations:

Emergency national
increased external conflict to unify the
base).

unity government,

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

PA Internal Reform: The broadcasts focus
on external Israeli pressure but ignore the
internal crisis of the

Palestinian Authority, which is arguably

why local communities are self-funding
education.

legitimacy

U.S. Policy Specifics: While Trump and
Rubio are mentioned, the exact terms of
the "New Deal"” or peace plan they are
pushing remain opaque, though the subtext

suggests it favors Israeli budgetary
priorities.

Hamas's Post-Conflict Governance: The
transcripts are remarkably silent on

Hamas's role in managing Gaza's civil
affairs, focusing only on humanitarian
misery, leaving a gap in understanding the
local power structure.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Collapse as Strategy" Hypothesis:
While the broadcast frames the PA school-
funding crisis as a failure, it could be a
deliberate privatization of sumud. By
allowing local communities and business
elites to take over state functions (like
building 26 schools in Hebron), the PA
creates a decentralized resistance
network that is harder for Israel to
bankrupt through tax withholding.

The "Israeli Military Fatigue" Scenario:
Contrary to the image of an unstoppable
expansionist machine, the Haredi draft
crisis and Smotrich’s budgetary complaints
may signal that the Israeli state is
overextended. The IDF Chief of Staff's
warnings suggest the military may soon
refuse to enforce settlement expansions if
social cohesion in Israel breaks down.

Black Swan Event: A large-scale
epidemic in Gaza or a Hormuz blockade
triggers a global intervention that forces a
"UN Trustee" model on the Palestinian
territories, effectively ending PA
sovereignty and Israeli control in a single
stroke.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for irregular militia
conflicts in the West Bank as PA central
authority is bypassed by local community
committees and settler outposts.

* Economic: Diversify Mediterranean
energy routes to hedge against a
protracted closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

* Diplomatic: Support heritage status for
Area C sites as a "non-military" method of
establishing international legal oversight
over annexed lands.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Logistics: Shift supply chains away from
Persian Gulf transit given the high
probability of a Hormuz navigation crisis.
Insurance premiums will spike.

* Regulatory: Prepare for EU sanctions on
settlement-related companies, including
banks and construction firms, as trade
restrictions gain traction.

* Capital Allocation: High-risk opportunity
in "Community Infrastructure" in the
West Bank; local self-funding models for
schools and hospitals may require private
management or oversight.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in both Israel and
Palestine is focused on internal survival and
digital governance. Israel is prioritizing the
restructuring of its military and social
compact, while the PA is attempting to

maintain administrative relevance through e-
government tools.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Haredi Torah Study Law (Israel):
Strategic intent to preserve the
Netanyahu coalition by exempting
religious students from military draft.

o Line 45 Road Project (Israel): De
facto legislative act to segregate the
West Bank geography through state-
funded infrastructure.

o Settlement Product Restriction Act
(EU): Ongoing debate to restrict trade
with entities operating in occupied
territories.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Safadi-Rubio Tense  Washington
Summit: Press briefing indicating deep
rift over U.S. regional policy and Israeli
expansion.

o Nablus Cultural Summit: Meeting
between PA Foreign Ministry and local
leaders to document land erasure.

KEY STORIES

* Jordan Valley Well Demolition: Israeli
military demolished three primary water
wells in Tubas and the Jordan Valley,
threatening the livelihoods of thousands
and the irrigation of 12,000 dunams of
Palestinian land.

* The Gaza Trash Crisis: Over 450,000 tons
of waste have accumulated in Khan Younis
and Al-Mawasi, causing a re-emergence of
skin diseases and intestinal parasites
among displaced families.
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* Line 45 Road Construction: A new Israeli
settlement road project, "Line 45," is being
accelerated to bifur he West Bank and
isolate Nablus from the southern districts.

* Haredi Draft Crisis: The Israeli Knesset is
finalizing a law to exempt ultra-Orthodox
students from military service, drawing
sharp criticism from the IDF Chief of Staff.

* Hebron Self-Funding Education: Local
Palestinian businessmen and
philanthropists have self-funded 26 new
schools in Hebron to bypass the PA’s
budgetary collapse.

* UNESCO Sabastiya Protection: The PA

Foreign Ministry is seeking World Heritage
status for the Roman ruins in Sabastiya to
prevent their demolition or Israeli takeover.

* Abbas in Qatar: President Mahmoud
Abbas visited Doha to seek financial
support and discuss a regional ceasefire
strategy amid tax revenue freezes.

* Nablus Book Fair: The "Harisat al-
Baydar" book fair was launched in Nablus
as a cultural event to preserve Palestinian
literary and historical identity.

Strait of Hormuz Navigation Crisis:

Global oil prices surged to $86 following

Iranian threats to close the Strait of
Hormuz in response to U.S. sanctions.

e Masafer Yatta Home Demolitions:
Israeli forces demolished a factory and

several homes in Masafer Yatta, south of
Hebron, as part of an effort to clear the
area for settler outposts.

* Jerusalem Housing Envelope: Approval
for 450 new settler units aimed at cutting
off East Jerusalem from its Palestinian
hinterland in the West Bank.

* Digital PA Governance: The launch of the
"Hukomaty" portal to provide digital

government services to Palestinians under

military movement restrictions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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For questions or suggestions, please contact also learn more about the GDELT Project at

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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