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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS: GLOBAL & DOMESTIC ESCALATION
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MARITIME ESCALATION U.S. KINETIC OPERATIONS TAIWAN DEFENSE DOMESTIC INFRASTRUCTURE
IN BLACK SEA AGAINST IRAN

SHIFT IN U.S.
PROCUREMENT CRISIS FAILURE (TAIWAN) IMMIGRATION POLICY
Ukraine encircles 20 Russian 5 days of sustained daylight air ~ Ministry of National Defense Ximending ceiling collapse Trump admin considers
vessels (17 tankers) to sever raids on Iranian command & under fire for 9.8 billion TWD nearly buries customers. $100,000 security bond for
energy lifelines. Focus on drone facilities. Shift to open contract with firm that failed Highlights structural hazards. green card applicants
economic attrition. kinetic confrontation. 3 technical inspections. (5-year hold).

Anti-drone system gaps.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES - WEAPONIZATION & INSTITUTIONAL DECAY
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domestic failures

Russia-Ukraine war pivots to economic worsen instabilty.

total war. Ukraine targets non-
combatant tankers. U.S. threats to
Iranian owerrlanls & bridges signal
civil infrastructure as primary
geopolitical targets.

Perceived oversight failures across
sectors. Acquittal in Lin Sen KTV fire SG
deaths) sparks outcry against judicial
leniency. Food safety scandals (pesticide
oil, pork safety list refusal) erode

trust. Failed drone technology
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Schooler case housing backlash, violent chases in i
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Sovereignty” hampered by failures triggers "hollowing out" anxiety
Heightened tension from perceived government opacity, judicial unfairness, U.S. projects power through unilateral actions, Taiwan aligns defensively
and unattainable housing policies. Financial scams increase insecurity. L but struggles with independent capabilities and tech advantage concerns.
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RISK ASSESSMENT MATRIX: TRIGGERS, IMPACT, & MITIGATIONS
RISK SCENARIO TRIGGERS LIKELIHOOD l IMPACT MITIGATIONS
!EADIQL()GLIP %L,;m?lDENT Drone strikes, miscalculation. 0DERAT! EXTREME | Intl monitoring, demilitarization zones.
GLOBAL ENERGY COLLAPSE . Escorted convoys, strategic
(Tanker Destruction) Expanded Black Sea combat. HIGH | HIGH e ereTolsaseel g

[ Increased tra?parency,
judicial (eform.

Back-channel diplomacy, troop
reirﬂjmements.

Diversify corEactors, rapid |
re-validation. )

TAIWAN DOMESTIC INSTABILITY | T\A?jor infrastructure/food
(Public Trust Breakdown) safety failure.

U.S-IRAN HOT WAR Strike on high-value
| (Sustained Air Strikes) ' command center.

| CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE Surge in domestic drone
| VULNERABILITY (Failed Systems) | incursions.

HIGH (MODERATE
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MODERATE

[ STRATEGIC FORESIGHT:
Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Civil unrest in Taiwan, oil market volatility. _ _
Medium Term §1 -6 Months): Iraq troop withdrawal creates vacuum for Iranian proxies.
|_Long Term (1-5 Years): Permanent high-infiation due to supply chain shifts.
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ESCALATING NAVAL WARFARE IN
THE BLACK SEA AND KINETIC U.S.-
IRAN CONFRONTATIONS DRIVE
GLOBAL INSTABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security environment transitioned
into a state of heightened volatility on July 16,
2026, characterized by a significant expansion
of the Russia-Ukraine conflict into the
maritime domain and direct, sustained U.S.
military intervention in the Middle East.
Ukraine has shifted its strategic focus to the
Black Sea, targeting Russian energy
infrastructure by encircling a fleet of 20
vessels, including 17 oil tankers, in a clear
attempt to sever Russia’s economic lifelines.
Concurrently, the Russian-controlled
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant reported
drone strikes, further elevating the risk of a
catastrophic radiological incident. The Middle
East theater saw a dramatic escalation as U.S.
forces conducted five consecutive days of
airstrikes against Iranian military facilities,
signaling a shift toward open Kkinetic
confrontation during daylight hours.

Domestically, in Taiwan, the political
discourse is dominated by a convergence of

infrastructure failures, food safety scandals,
and legislative gridlock over defense
procurement. The collapse of a toy store
ceiling in Ximending and a series of high-
profile police chases involving financial
scammers have intensified public scrutiny of
social order. Legislatively, the administration
faces severe pushback regarding a 210 billion
TWD special budget for drone development,
particularly following reports that existing
anti-drone systems failed three consecutive
inspections. These domestic vulnerabilities
are being exacerbated by extreme weather

patterns, with temperatures surpassing 35

degrees Celsius, placing additional strain on
the power grid and ©public health
infrastructure.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Maritime Escalation in the Black Sea:
Ukraine has expanded the combat theater
to the Black Sea, targeting 20 Russian
vessels to disrupt energy exports energy
lifelines.

* U.S. Kinetic Operations Against Iran:
American forces have launched sustained
strikes against Iranian command centers
and drone facilities over five days daylight
air raids.

* Taiwan Defense Procurement Crisis:
The Ministry of National Defense is under
fire for a 9.8 billion TWD anti-drone
contract with a firm that failed technical

validations anti-drone system failures.

* Domestic Infrastructure Failure: A
major structural collapse occurred at a
commercial property in Ximending, nearly
burying customers in debris Ximending

ceiling collapse.
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* Shift in U.S. Immigration Policy: The
Trump  administration is  reportedly
considering a $100,000 security bond for
overseas green card applicants, to be held
for at least five years immigration bond
proposal.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e Irag has announced the full withdrawal of
2,500 U.S. troops by September 30,
shifting the regional balance of power Iraq
troop withdrawal.

* The use of drones has moved from tactical
to strategic, with Ukrainian drones
striking oil facilities and Russia claiming
attacks on the Zaporizhzhia plant nuclear

lant drone strike.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* The failure of the anti-drone system
provided by "Chuang Wei" (BIZ3K)
highlights significant gaps in Taiwan’s
defense against asymmetric threats failed
technical tests.

* Extreme heat is structural
hazards and spontaneous combustion risks
in vehicles containing flammable items

causing

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The legal acquittal of management in the
Lin Sen KTV fire case, which resulted in 6
deaths, has sparked a major public outcry
against judicial leniency for high-ranking
officials KTV fire acquittal.

* Controversy surrounds the "New Qingan
3.0" housing policy, with critics arguing it
serves as a market manipulation tool
rather than affordable housing housing

policy criticism.
Food & Water Security

* A significant oil safety scandal involving
the detection of pesticide
(0.5ppm) in products previously deemed
safe has eroded trust in the Ministry of

Health and Welfare pesticide oil scandal.

* Public panic has ensued following reports
of pork safety issues and the
government's refusal to release a
comprehensive list of affected downstream

vendors food safety list refusal.

residues

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Trade and Energy

The focus of the Russia-Ukraine war has
pivoted to economic attrition. By targeting
oil tankers in the Black Sea, Ukraine is
moving beyond territorial defense to a
strategy of total economic war. This trend is
mirrored in the Middle East, where U.S.
threats to target Iranian power plants and
bridges indicate that civil infrastructure is
now a primary target in geopolitical signaling
infrastructure attack threats.

Institutional Decay and Public Mistrust

A recurring theme is the perceived failure of
oversight across multiple sectors. From the
acquittal of KTV executives to the
procurement of failed drone technology, there
is a growing narrative of government
incompetence or corruption. The refusal to
publish lists of contaminated food vendors
further suggests a priority on protecting
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industry over public health transparency
concerns.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Taiwan is currently experiencing a period of
heightened domestic tension driven by
perceived government opacity and public
safety failures. The "500 Million High
Schooler" case continues to captivate and
divide the public, serving as a focal point for
frustrations regarding legal fairness and
social morality inheritance fraud case.
Furthermore, the administration's "New
Qingan 3.0" housing policy is facing a
backlash from younger demographics who
view the $150k-$160k monthly income
requirement as unattainable, fueling a
narrative that the government is catering to

the wealthy housing 3.0 backlash.

Societal order is also under strain from an
increase in financial crimes. Scammers are
operating with increasing audacity, leading to
violent police chases in densely populated
areas like Da'an and Bangqgiao Da'an police
chase. These incidents, combined with
structural failures like the Ximending ceiling
collapse, are creating a sense of pervasive
insecurity among the urban population.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is being framed as
an anarchic arena where military force is the
primary instrument of diplomacy. The U.S. is
projecting power through unilateral strikes
in the Middle East and aggressive economic
statecraft, such as the proposed $100k bond
for green card holders, which frames

immigration through a security and fiscal

risk lens US immigration bond.

Taiwan is attempting to adapt by investing
heavily in Tech Sovereignty, yet this is being
hampered by procurement failures. The $400
billion investment in Arizona and TSMC's
continued U.S. expansion are portrayed as a
strategic necessary, yet they also trigger
domestic anxieties about "hollowing out" the
island's tech advantage Arizona investment.
The global posture is one of defensive
alignment with the U.S. while struggling to
maintain independent defense capabilities.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global economic indicators are being heavily
influenced by conflict and trade barriers. The
proposed  U.S.
manufacturing are creating a high-cost
environment for technology and energy. In
Taiwan, the housing market remains a
primary source of economic stress, with the
government's attempts to stimulate demand
via subsidies being criticized as inflationary

Taipei cost of living.

Key Economic Vectors:

tariffs and shifts in

* International Oil Prices: Projected to
break $200 per barrel due to the Black
Sea and Hormuz Strait blockades oil price
forecast.

* Defense Spending: Taiwan's 210 billion
TWD special budget for drones remains a
contentious point of fiscal policy drone
budget debate.

* Currency Stability: Concerns over the
TWD's purchasing power in light of high
domestic inflation and Taipei's surging cost
of living Taipei vs Tainan wages.
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* Corporate Profitability: Major hospitals
have reported 9 consecutive years of
profit, highlighting a growing sector in the
aging domestic economy hospital profits.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts indicate a hardening of
partisan lines and a move toward technocratic
security leadership.

* Secretary-General Zhang Dun-han (G2
i#): Identified as a key enforcer of central
government narratives, reportedly warning
local officials against "playing politics" with
food safety announcements Zhang Dun-han
warning.

* Former Police Officer (Wenshan
District): Arrested for involvement in the
escort and alcohol industry, signaling
ongoing issues with institutional integrity

i . Juct.

* Liang Wen-jie (£X{#): Framed by critics
as using "intimidation tactics" regarding
travel to Mainland China, reflecting deep
divisions in cross-strait policy mainland
travel warning.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial tone of CTV is alarmist and
skeptical, focusing heavily on domestic
failures and global kinetic conflict. The "Lead
Stories" are consistently the escalation of
war in Ukraine and the Middle East, and
domestic corruption/incompetence in

Taiwan. "Buried Stories" include positive
economic indicators or diplomatic
breakthroughs, which are minimized in favor
of structural collapse and crime news.
There is a conspicuous omission of detailed
analysis regarding the actual technical causes

of the anti-drone system failures, focusing
instead on the political scandal surrounding
the procurement.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Leaders and nations are characterized by
their capacity for disruptive action rather
than diplomatic cooperation.

* Ukraine: Portrayed as an aggressive
maritime power, capable of taking the
fight directly to Russia’s economic core

Black Sea naval campaign.

* United States (Trump Admin): Framed
as unpredictable and transactionalist,
using both massive kinetic force against
Iran and radical immigration policies to
secure national interests sustained air
raids.

* Mainland China: Portrayed as a hostile
threat matrix for Taiwanese travelers,
with warnings of arbitrary detention and
"security risks" being a dominant narrative
221 detentions.

e Iran: Framed as a military target under
siege, yet still capable of regional
disruption through Yemeni and Iraqi
proxies Iranian command centers.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Active narrative seeding is occurring
regarding food safety, with the central
government and local Taichung officials
locked in a battle over the timing and
transparency of safety announcements. The
central government’s accusation of "rushed
announcements" by local authorities is a clear
attempt to control the information flow
f fi liti Simultaneously, the

framing of the drone budget as an "urgent
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necessity" despite technical failures indicates
an attempt to suppress dissent by labeling it
as anti-Taiwanese sentiment patriotism vs
procurement.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Black Sea Escalation: Ukraine is likely to
continue targeting non-combatant oil
tankers, potentially leading to a global
energy price shock if Russia retaliates
against commercial shipping.

* Taiwan Defense Reform: The scandal
surrounding the anti-drone system will
likely  force a  restructuring of
procurement laws, though it may also
delay critical defense upgrades in the short
term.

* U.S. Middle East Posture: The sustained
airstrikes on Iran suggest that a regional
war is no longer a tail risk but a base-case
scenario if Iran does not return to the
negotiating table.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect civil
unrest in Taiwan over food safety and judicial
decisions, coupled with increased volatility in
oil markets as Black Sea tensions peak.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Iraq
troop withdrawal will lead to a vacuum that
may be filled by Iranian-aligned militias,
potentially leading to further U.S. airstrikes in
Iraq and Syria.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural shifts in
global supply chains will accelerate as the
U.S. and Taiwan decouple from Chinese-
adjacent economies, leading to a permanent

high-inflation regime in the technology
sector.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Radiological Incident: Drone strikes on
the Zaporizhzhia plant. Triggers:
Miscalculation by either party during
kinetic exchange. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Extreme. Mitigations: International

atomic energy monitoring and
demilitarization zones.
* Global Energy Collapse: Targeted

destruction of oil tankers. Triggers:
Expansion of the Black Sea maritime
combat. Likelihood: High. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Escorted commercial convoys
and strategic reserve releases.

Taiwan Domestic Instability: Breakdown
in public trust due to safety scandals.
Triggers: Another major infrastructure
failure or food contamination event.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate.
Mitigations: Increased transparency and
judicial reform.

U.S.-Iran Hot War: Sustained air strikes
leading to Iranian retaliation against U.S.
bases. Triggers: Strike on a high-value
command center. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High. Mitigations: Back-channel
diplomacy and troop reinforcements.

Critical Infrastructure Vulnerability:
Failure of anti-drone systems during a real-
world scenario. Triggers: A surge in
domestic drone sightings or incursions.

Likelihood: @ Moderate. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Diversification of defense
contractors and rapid technical re-
validation.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Taiwan's Legislative Yuan is currently
paralyzed by a 210 billion TWD special
budget proposal for drone technology, which
is being contested on both fiscal and technical
grounds.

* Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Special
Budget: A proposed 210 billion TWD
allocation for domestic drone development,
currently stalled due to technical failure
reports drone budget legislation.

* New Qingan 3.0 Housing Policy: An
amendment to housing subsidies aimed at
debt relief, though criticized for its high
income floor housing 3.0 proposal.

* Anti-Drone Procurement Act: A

proposed regulation to separate military
procurement from domestic industrial
development to avoid conflicts of interest

procurement act debate.

KEY STORIES

* Black Sea Naval Offensive: Ukraine
surrounds 20 Russian ships, including 17
tankers, to cut off energy exports naval
encirclement.

* U.S. Airstrikes on Iran: American forces
conduct sustained daylight raids on
command centers for five straight days

ined ai ids.

e Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Plant Strikes:
Reports of drone attacks on the Russian-

controlled facility nuclear plant strike.
* Taiwan Drone Scandal: Discovery that a

9.8 billion TWD contract was awarded to
a firm that failed three inspections

procurement failure.

* Ximending Structural Failure: A toy
store ceiling collapse in Taipei nearly

results in fatalities Ximending collapse.

* Lin Sen KTV Fire Verdict: The acquittal
of executives in a fire that killed six has

sparked mass protests KTV fire acquittal.

* Food Safety Oil Scandal: Detection of
pesticide residues in cooking oil
previously rated safe oil scandal.

* Da'an District Police Chase: Violent
pursuit of a scammer vehicle in a high-
density urban area police chase.

* World Cup Ticket Inflation: Reports of
VIP tickets reaching $3.71 million on the
secondary market ticket inflation.

Mainland Travel Warning: Data shows
221 detentions of Taiwanese citizens in
China since 2024 detention statistics.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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