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THE ESCALATION OF REGIONAL
CONFLICT INTO ACTIVE
INFRASTRUCTURE WARFARE
FOLLOWING THE COLLAPSE OF
THE ISLAMABAD MEMORANDUM
HAS TRIGGERED A STRATEGIC
BLOCKADE OF THE STRAIT OF
HORMUZ AND DESTABILIZED
GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The regional security architecture of West
Asia has effectively shifted from a state of
fragile diplomacy to active, high-intensity
infrastructure = warfare. The  Islamabad
memorandum of understanding, a 14-point
plan designed to provide a 60-day grace
period for peace negotiations, is reported to
be in shambles following what Iranian
officials characterize as at least 42 violations
by the United States. This diplomatic failure
has resulted in a total blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz by Iranian forces, a move that
threatens to disrupt up to 25 percent of the

world's oil and gas supply. The United States
administration, under President Donald

Trump, is portrayed as having abandoned the
agreement to pursue a strategy of "total

destruction" of Iranian civilian infrastructure,
including power plants and bridges, while
simultaneously  facing domestic
including soaring inflation and widespread
social unrest.

crises

Iran has moved from symbolic resistance to a
policy of asymmetric, decisive retaliation.
Through "Operation Nasr 2" and "Operation
Thunder," the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) and the Iranian army have
targeted U.S. military infrastructure in
Kuwait, Bahrain, and Jordan. This military
escalation is coupled with an intensive
information warfare campaign following the
Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei earlier in the year. The Iranian
state is framing the current conflict not as a
series of isolated strikes, but as a third
imposed war intended to secure "full-
spectrum dominance" by the U.S.-Israeli axis.
The convergence of these events suggests a
transition toward a prolonged war of
attrition with global economic consequences.

assassination of

Simultaneously, the "Axis of Resistance"
appears to be synchronizing operations.
Leadership in Yemen has threatened to close
the Bab-el-Mandeb strait in coordination with
the Hormuz blockade, potentially "choking
off" the global economy. This external posture
is mirrored by internal shifts in other nations;
the United Kingdom is
leadership transition as Keir
and Bolivia is facing a general strike against
a pro-Israel right-wing government. The
overarching theme of the day's developments
is the fracturing of the Western-led "rules-
based order" and the emergence of a
multipolar arena defined by infrastructure
targeting and the weaponization of maritime
trade routes.

undergoing a
rmer r
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Collapse of the US-Iran Ceasefire and
Infrastructure Targeting

* The 14-point Islamabad MOU is declared
void after the U.S. resumed strikes on
Iranian line an hern citi

* U.S. forces have reportedly targeted

civilian assets, including bridges in
Carrage, water desalination centers in

Qishm Island, and the vicinity of a
children's cancer hospital in Ahvaz.

* Iran has warned that any future U.S. strikes
on its infrastructure will be met with

reciprocal strikes against all regional U.S.-

aligned infrastructure.
Iran-led Blockade of the Strait of Hormuz

e Iranian forces have officially closed the
Strait of Hormuz to hostile vessels,
asserting total sovereign authority over the
waterway.

* Shipping traffic has plummeted, with
reports that 21 IL.NG carriers are currently
stranded in the Persian Gulf.

e Iranian officials state that the strait will
remain closed until the U.S. complies with

the MOU and accepts Iranian regulations

for the waterway.

Operation Nasr 2 and Operation Thunder
Retaliations

e The IRGC utilized ballistic missiles and
drones to strike the Ali al-Salem airbase in
Kuwait.

* The Iranian army destroyed radar stations
and fuel tanks at Jordan's al-Azrak airbase
using attack drones.

* Drone strikes were launched against
communication equipment and Patriot
batteries at Sheikh Isa airbase in Bahrain.

Domestic Instability and Civil Unrest in
the United States

* Nationwide protests have erupted following

extrajudicial killings of immigrants by ICE

agents.

* U.S. inflation has risen 31 percent since
2019, with gas prices reaching $3.90 per
gallon, leading to a shrinking personal
savings rate of 3%.

* The Trump administration is reportedly
facing internal rifts, with Vice President JD

Vance flatly rejecting plans for a ground
invasion or regime change in Iran.

Regional Shifts and Leadership
Transitions
e UK Prime Minister Keir rmer r

after losing party confidence, with Andy
Burnham expected to take leadership.

e Bolivia's COB trade union confederation

has declared a massive general strike

against the right-wing Paz administration's
austerity measures and pro-Israel stance.

e Memorial ceremonies for late leader Ali
Khamenei drew estimated crowds of 12 to

15 million people in Tehran alone.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e Transition from low-intensity "proxy"
conflict to direct state-on-state strikes
involving ballistic missiles and advanced
drone swarms across multiple borders.
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e Iran has mobilized a "people's army" of
reportedly 30 million volunteers to resist
potential U.S. ground invasions.

* Israeli forces have unveiled plans for
indefinite occupation and new military
outposts in Northern Gaza.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* Intentional targeting of dual-use and
purely civilian infrastructure (power
plants, bridges, railways) has become the
primary theater of operation for U.S. forces.

e Iran's central military command has
warned of reciprocal destruction of
regional infrastructure if their domestic

assets are further hit by U.S. missiles.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The total collapse of the Islamabad/Paris
diplomatic tracks signals a loss of faith in
U.S. treaty compliance, with Iranian
officials calling U.S. word "worth less than
the paper it's written on" in the wake of
MOU violations.

* Regional states (Kuwait, Bahrain, Jordan)
are being warned by Iran that hosting U.S.
bases makes them legitimate military
targets in a wider conflict.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* U.S. economic data reveals a crisis watch
posture, with the war on Iran estimated to
have cost the public $132 billion so far.

* Trump has imposed new 25% tariffs on
imports from Brazil, further complicating
international trade relations and supply
chains.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

* Press TV highlights a narrative delta
between Western media (CNN, NYT)
framing of the Khamenei funeral as
"routine" and local footage showing
npr n rn

» Allegations of false flag operations using
drones to target hotels in Qatar and Dubai
to frame Iran are being actively

investigated by local authorities.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Geography

A central strategic theme is the transition
from control of  territory to the
weaponization of global transit arteries.
Iran is no longer merely defending its borders
but is leveraging its control over the Strait of
Hormuz to "red card" the world economy. This
"asymmetric tactic" forces the U.S. to choose
between a disastrous ground invasion and a
humiliating retreat. The regional framing
suggests that the U.S. and Israel are
attempting to "redraw the map" of West Asia,
while the "Axis of Resistance" is countering by
shutting down the global energy grid at its
rimary n

The Erosion of U.S. Soft Power and Moral
Standing

Broadcasts emphasize a massive credibility
gap in U.S. foreign policy. The failure to
uphold the JCPOA followed by the collapse of
the Islamabad MOU is presented as proof that
the U.S. is a rogue state operating beyond
international law. This is reinforced by reports
of U.S. domestic "depravity," including the
targeting of children's hospitals in Iran and

extrajudicial killings of its own immigrant
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population. The narrative positions Iran as the
defender of "international law" and "human
rights," while the U.S. is framed as an empire
of "psychopaths" and "well-manicured

speeches" devoid of substance.
Technological Sovereignty as a Military
Asset

reliance in high-tech sectors (nanotech,
biotech, missile engineering) as a prima
fen in nctions. Iran' ili
produce advanced drones and missiles
mestically is ci he r n it has n
"collapsed like the Soviet Union"

despite decades of pressure. This

trend suggests that future geopolitical
power will be determined not by
resource wealth alone, but by a state's
ability to maintain an independent
technological under

siege.

ecosystem

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Institutional Decay and
Partisan Rifts

The U.S. is portrayed as a nation on the brink
of internal collapse. High inflation, gas price
shocks, and a personal savings crisis are
reportedly driving the public into ‘"crisis
watch" mode. Internal political cohesion is
failing; the broadcast highlights rifts between
the Trump White House and JD Vance, as well
as significant Republican opposition to the
war in Congress. The use of the War Powers
Act is di n m "nervous"
Congress to regain control from a president

who " n vern thr h voting"

Iran: Unified Mourning and Revolutionary
Resolve

In contrast to the U.S., Iran is depicted as
extraordinarily wunified following the

assassination of Ali Khamenei. The massive
turnout for funeral processions is presented
as a referendum on the Islamic Republic's
survival and popular support. While "some
people want more reforms," the narrative
insists there is no desire for regime change.
Instead, the state is leveraging the mourning
period to re-radicalize the population, with
millions reportedly signing up for combat
duty.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Fracturing of the Western Bloc

The international system is framed as a
"fracturing multipolar arena." While NATO is
described as an ‘"outpost of American
dominance," broadcasts suggest growing
dissent within the bloc, specifically
mentioning reservations from Spain. The U.S.
is increasingly isolated as it engages in trade
wars with allies like Brazil via 259 riff:
This isolation is providing space for new blocs
like BRI nd th hanghai ration
Organization (SCO) to emerge as alternative
sources of international stability.

Iran's "Extended Neighborhood" Strategy

Iran is actively projecting power by framing
its struggle as a regional defense of
sovereignty. It is urging Arab states to
reconsider the "wisdom" of hosting U.S. bases

n their rri Thi lobal re i

defensive-aggressive; Iran uses its


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260716_180000

"asymmetric" iliti ignal that it will
it f Us ] lefend i
interests at a regional scale.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global and national economic indicators
suggest a high-risk environment characterized
by volatility and supply chain disruption. The
closure of the Strait of Hormuz has created an
immediate oil supply shock, with prices
expected to climb significantly above current

levels exceeding $90 a barrel.

Key Economic Vectors

* Inflation (US): Official rate at 3.5%, up
9 from Febr ; mulativ 19
increase
since 2019.
* Energy Prices: llon
I over llar per liter; oil pri

rendin war +
° War!:QSIS' Est]mated
132 billi | : )

blic f he Irani i
date.

* Trade Disruptions: 21 I.NG carriers
stranded; 12% of
1 1 tr flowsthr h Hormuz
Bab-el-Mandeb nodes.
e Tariffs: 25% U. riff impos

Brazili . . Tul
22nd.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Th 's r r indi ri f
ignificant turnover and in ility in Wi rm

Iranian 1 rshi i

1 rshi whil

K _Prime Minister):

Resigned after losing party confidence;

e Keir rmer

o Ali Khamenei (Iranian Supreme
Leader): D A in Feb 28);
ial .

* Sayid Mustafa Husseini: Identified as a
figure capable of
.. ligi fat 1i

nuclear weapons development.
* Rodrigo Paz (Bolivia President): Facing

a

rikean 11
for his removal ri n
pro-Israel policies,

* JD Vance (US Vice President): Publicl

reaking with administration hawk

neral

nationwi

rej round invasion plan

EDITORIAL POSTURE TORY
HIERARCHY

The network' itorial re is highl
nationalistic and celebratory of Iranian

i fear-in in
intentions. The 1 ri r

operations Nasr 2 and Thunder, followed by

r rdin

mphasis is pl n civilian victimh
hospital strik and unified national grief
(Khamenei's funeral). The tone is one of
"patient resolve" turnin in " isiv
action."
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Conspicuous Omissions: The network
i ] Jetail I . i
1ti r internal dissent within Iran
T1 is al ] ] ¢ .
on the successor to Khamenei, focusing
instead on his legacy and the "spirit" of the
1 r rting i ne on the Ham

captives in Gaza, framing the Israeli war
entirely as a colonial project.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the reporting frames a global
struggle between "civilized" resistance and
"psychopathic" imperialism. The "Global
South" is framed as the new "subject of
history," no longer willing to be objects of

Western destruction.

COUNTRIES

e Iran: Portrayed as strong, principled, and
technologically superior. "Iran has the
winning hand" in the current conflict.

* United States: Framed as chaotic, corrupt,
and in decline. Described as "worse than
the pirates of the Caribbean" due to its
firepower and greed.

* Israel: Portrayed as a "fake Zionist regime"
and a "killing machine" plundering the
region.

* Bolivia: Framed as a battleground where

the population is rising against Zionist
interests.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Characterized as a "liar"
and '"desperate" leader who is more

concerned with personal wealth than
soldiers' lives.

* Ali Khamenei: Framed as a "larger than
life" saintly figure whose death unified the
nation.

* Pete Hegseth: Described as a "complete
moron" and "young boy scout" unfit for the
role of Secretary of War.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* IRGC: Portrayed as a highly competent,
coordinated military force capable of

striking multiple countries simultaneously.
* Ansarullah (Huthis): Framed as a key
strategic partner capable of collapsing the
lobal nom
* APAC (AIPAC): Framed as a "corrupting"
force that has bought the U.S. government.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The network is actively narrative seeding
the idea that the U.S. is planning a "colonial
invasion" of Iranian islands to seize Karg
Island. There is significant psychological
operation effort to convince U.S. allies in the
Gulf that their participation in the U.S.
defense shield will lead to their "total

destruction" by Iranian missiles.

The delta between media spin and ground

ruth i wi r rdin h Min
m re. While Iran claims 1 hildren
] 1 I ] | {ssil ]
I mits th h
rder ndard intelligence review

into the incident, which the network
frames as a "cover-up" rather than an
investigation.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The conflict will likely evolve into a total
maritime blockade of West Asian
waterways if U.S. strikes on Iranian power
plants occur as threatened.

* The "martyrdom fatwa" against nuclear
weapons may be rescinded if the state
perceives an existential threat from a U.S.
ground invasion.

* A government collapse in Bolivia is
possible as the COB general strike
paralyzes trade and transit infrastructure.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate
fuel price spikes in the U.S. and Europe as
the Hormuz impacts markets.
Reactionary "anti-war" protests in the U.S.
will likely intensify as body bags return from
regional bases. Iran will likely launch "Phase
11" of its operations if U.S. strikes on bridges
ntin

closure

Medium Term (1-6 Months): U.S. midterm
elections will be dominated by the "failed"
Iran policy. Regional states like Kuwait and
Bahrain may attempt  to negotiate
independent neutrality with Tehran to avoid
infrastructure destruction. The UK leadership
transition to Andy Burnham will likely result

in a shift in pro-Israel funding.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A str ral chan

in gl 1 tr r i nderw with

permanent shift toward land-based transit

Israel" project will likely result in a permanent
state of asymmetric insurgency

across West Asia.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary flashpoint is the escalation to
nuclear posture as conventional deterrents
fail to prevent strikes on Iranian civilian
centers.

* Risk: Global Energy Grid Collapse.
Triggers: Closure of both Hormuz and Bab-
el-Mandeb straits by Iran/Yemen.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic;
total economic cessation in Europe/Asia.
Mitigations: Unilateral U.S. withdrawal or

fulfillment of MOU requirements.

* Risk: U.S. Domestic Social Chaos.
Triggers: Combined inflation, gas shocks,
and ICE shootings. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High; loss of government mandate.
Mitigations: Suspension of anti-immigrant
crackdown

* Risk: Formal Outbreak of War with
NATO. Triggers: U.S. invocation of Article 5
following Iranian strikes on regional bases.
Likelihood: Low. Impact: High; generalized
global war. Mitigations: Dissent from

European allies like Spain.

* Risk: Total Healthcare System Failure
in Gaza. Triggers: Continued detention
and torture of medical personnel.
Likelihood: Certain. Impact: High; mass
mortality  from preventable illness.
Mitigations: Immediate release of Dr. Abu
Safia.

* Risk: Loss of Regional Air Superiority
for U.S. Triggers: Successful Iranian drone
swarm targeting of Patriot batteries.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Moderate;
forced abandonment of regional airbases.
Mitigations: Withdrawal of forces to out-of-

range positions.

ral pri ntrols.
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* Black Swan Event: Nuclear Fatwa
Reversal. The sudden announcement of a
successful nuclear test by Iran would

ignore the question of who is actually immediately render the U.S. "gun to a knife

governing Iran during this transition fight" strategy obsolete and trigger a global
period. panic.

* Black Swan Event: U.S. Military Coup.

Continued rifts between Hegseth, Vance,
and the Trump White House could lead to a

refusal of orders by regional commanders.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e Iranian Succession: The broadcasts

* Military Losses: While detailing U.S.
infrastructure damage, the reports fail to

mention any Iranian military casualties or

equipment losses.

* Hormuz Legal Status: The broadcast
claims Iran is "not party to any
international agreement" regarding the
strait, which ignores the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* U.S. Prisoner Release: There is a total
contradiction between Trump's claim of a
prisoner release and Iranian denials, with
no third-party verification provided.

* Hamas/Gaza  Ground Truth: The
reporting frames the conflict solely as
"racist genocide" and omits any tactical

updates regarding Hamas operations.

* Security: Immediately harden regional
infrastructure against drone swarms;
current Patriot batteries are insufficient

rren

* Economic: Accelerate diversification of
energy imports away from the Persian Gulf
transit nodes to avoid paralysis.

* Diplomatic: Establish a "back-channel" via

neutral parties like Oman or Qatar to

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
salvage the Islamabad track.

SCENARIOS

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The "Stalling Strike": The Iranian show

of unity and massive funerals may be a

cover for an internal power struggle that

the military is attempting to distract from
via regional escalation.

e The "Bait-and-Switch" MOU: The U.S.

* Supply Chain: Move logistics to land-
based routes; the maritime "insurance and
shipping" risk in Hormuz is now

unmanageable.
* Regulatory: Prepare for 25% tariff impacts

may have never intended for the MOU to
succeed, instead using the 60-day period to
replenish its arsenal for a final "regime
change" offensive.

on Latin American imports and secondary

sanctions on Iran-aligned trade.

» Safety: Evacuate personnel from regional
hubs in Kuwait and Bahrain; these are now

active military targets.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Current legislative focus is split between war
funding and attempts to restrain presidential
authority. The U.S. House of Representatives
recently voted 314 to 104 against an
amendment that would have cut aid to Israel,
signaling continued bipartisan support for
military operations despite public opposition.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* National Defense Authorization Act for
2027: Currently being debated with a focus
on ‘"extra money for Israel" amid

: . .

* War Powers Act (Resolution): Invoked by
House members to challenge presidential
authority to make war without

congressional approval.

* Islamabad MOU (Treaty Compliance):
Discussed as a legal framework where
Article 5 and Article 9 violations by the

U.S. provide legal grounds for Iranian
retaliation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e Keir Starmer's Final PMQs: Defended his
record before stepping down as Prime

* JD Vance on Joe Rogan Podcast: Publicly
stated that the U.S. will not send ground
troops to Iran.

* Yemen Ansarullah Televised Address:
Leader Abdul Malik al-Huthi warned of
targeting Saudi oil facilities if they join U.S.
aggression.

KEY STORIES

* Operations Nasr 2 and Thunder

Launch: Comprehensive missile and drone
strikes against U.S. bases in Kuwait,
Bahrain, and Jordan in retaliation for

Closing of the Strait of Hormuz: Iran
has formally asserted control and closed
the waterway to hostile shipping due to
U.S. violations.

* Ahvaz Hospital Evacuation: A children's

cancer hospital was evacuated after being
targeted by U.S. missiles.

Death of Ali Khamenei: Funeral
processions reaching record numbers;
narrative focuses on his legacy of
resistance and scientific self-reliance.

Bolivian General Strike: COB trade union
shuts down national transit to protest "pro-
Zionist" administration and austerity
Imeasures.

U.S. Economic Crisis: Gas prices hit
$3.90/gal; inflation at 3.5%; war costs

exceeding $132 billion.

ICE Extrajudicial Killings: 52 deaths in
custody since 2025; 10 recent shooting
deaths trigger nationwide U.S. protests.

UK Political Transition: Keir Starmer
resigns; Andy Burnham poised for Labour

leadership.
Brazil Tariff Conflict: Trump imposes

25% tariffs on Brazilian imports starting
July 22nd.

Indian Medical Exam Scandal: Massive
student protests in Delhi over 65
men rleak

Gaza Medical Personnel Crisis:
Palestinian Medical Association protests
the torture and detention of 66 healthcare
workers.
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* Mahan Air Flight to Yemen: Iranian crew
defies 11-year blockade to land at al-
Hudaida.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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