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GLOBAL INSTABILITY INTENSIFIES:
THE JULY 16, 2026 CONVERGENCE

Direct U.S.-Iran Conflict & Ukrainian Internal Crisis Shatter Global Order, Threaten Economic Depression
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INTEL EXPOSE:
MASS PROTESTS & COLONEL PASTOR
“BUSIFICATION” BACKLASH TERROR PLOTS

Sixth Night of Strikes. Leadership vacuum after purge.
Critical transport links hit. Public fury over forced mobilization.
Chokepoint closure catalyzes energy crisis. Deep elite fractures & terror allegations.

ECONOMIC FALLOUT U.S. DOMESTIC POLARIZATION INFORMATION WARFARE
& DEDOLLARIZATION & MILITARIZATION & ASYMMETRIC THREATS

RECORD
$1.5 TRILLION

CENSORSHIP ALLEGATIONS

CHINAGOLD  U.S. DOLLAR (FOIA Crackdown)
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(15 Tons)

CANADIAN TERROR

Al MODULES PLOT
BRICS INITIATIVES & GROCERIES CHAOS & “AMERICA ASYMMETRIC ATTACKS
ALTERNATIVE FINANCE OVER WAR FIRST” VOICES & PSY-OPS

Shift to multipolar financial order. Budget fight deepens divides. Narrative control battles.
Nations hedge with gold against Neocon void sparks third-party talk. Unverified reports & state

dollar weaponization. Gen Z resistance. propaganda. New tech in terror plots.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & FUTURE OUTLOOK

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months): LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Middle East Blackout. 0il Stabilizes $110+. BRICS Bank Dominance.

Regional Retaliation. Rationing Returns. Dedollarization of Africa.
Uptick in Terror. European Coalition Fractures. Permanent Purchasing Power Decline.

CRITICAL RISK ASSESSMENT
SYSTEMIC COLLAPSE: STATE FAILURE: ESCALATION:
Global Economic Ukrainian Government Expansion to Ground War
Depression from Prolonged Collapse from Internal in Iran or Nuclear
Energy Blockade. Unrest & Military Purge. Infrastructure Attack.

REPORT SUMMARY: An unprecedented convergence of kinetic, economic, and social risks threatens systemic global collapse. July 16, 2026.
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GLOBAL INSTABILITY INTENSIFIES
AS DIRECT MILITARY CONFLICT
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
IRAN SHUTTERS ENERGY
CORRIDORS, WHILE INTERNAL
UNREST IN UKRAINE THREATENS
REGIME STABILITY AMIDST A HIGH-
LEVEL MILITARY PURGE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security environment reached a
critical inflection point on July 16, 2026, as
direct hostilities between the United States
and the Islamic Republic of Iran entered a
sixth consecutive night of mutual strikes.
The conflict has escalated from localized

maritime skirmishes to wide-scale
infrastructure degradation, including the
targeting of Iranian ports and

telecommunications, countered by Iranian
strikes on U.S. bases in Jordan and Kuwait.
The resulting closure of the Strait of
Hormuz and the imminent threat to the Strait
of Bab-el-Mandeb have catalyzed a global
energy crisis, with market analysts warning of
a worldwide depression as oil prices climb

toward $110 per barrel.

Simultaneously, the Ukrainian government
faces a profound internal crisis following
President Zelensky’s dismissal of Defense
Minister Michael Fedorov. This leadership
purge has triggered mass protests across
major cities, where citizens have begun
distinguishing between political dissent and
the widely detested "busification" or forced
mobilization practices. The administration's
struggle to maintain domestic order is further
complicated by sensationalistic exposés of
intelligence officers involved in
international terror plots and the public
refusal of preferred candidates to accept the
defense portfolio, signaling deep fractures
within the Kiev elite.

Narratively, the day’s events are being framed
by non-Western media as the terminal phase
of Western hegemony. In the United States,
political polarization is exacerbated by the
death of Senator Lindsey Graham and a
proposed record $1.5 trillion defense
budget that critics argue prioritizes foreign
war over domestic solvency. Meanwhile, the
Global South, led by BRICS initiatives, is
moving aggressively toward dedollarization
and economic autonomy, positioning itself as a
stable alternative to an increasingly chaotic
and bellicose West.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Direct Military Conflict between the
U.S. and Iran: The conflict has
transitioned to an all-out war of attrition,
with the U.S. hitting critical transport links
like bridges and airports while Iran

prepares for a regional response that could

include a ground operation against U.S.
bases.
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* Collapse of Ukrainian Military Civil Unrest & Social Order
Leadership: The sacking of Defense

Minister Fedorov has led to a vacancy in * Massive protests in Kiev, Lviv, and
the defense ministry as top officials, Odessa against the Fedorov sacking are
including Igor Klemenko, reportedly notably being met with police restraint,
declined the position to avoid unlike previous protests against forced
accountability for future battlefield failures. mobilization.

* Global Energy Transit Crisis: The closure * Anti-immigration rallies have resumed in
of the Strait of Hormuz is being South Africa, with Nigerian and Malawian
compounded by Houthi threats to close citizens demanding repatriation due to
the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb, effectively rising violence.

severing the primary maritime artery for

global oil and gas exports Energy & Critical Minerals

* Exposure of "Colonel Pastor" Terror * Oil markets are pricing in a worldwide
Plots: Detailed investigative reports have depression as energy supply lines are cut
identified Vitali Zikovic, a high-ranking off, with Brent crude reaching its highest
Ukrainian intelligence officer, as the level in a month.

architect of multiple terror schemes,
including a wheelchair bomb plot against
the Crimean Bridge and the murder of an
operative in Monaco.

* China has reportedly reduced oil imports
by 40%, citing economic slowdown and a
shift toward electric vehicles, though this
may also be a move to stabilize prices.

* U.S. Domestic Political Upheaval: The
death of Senator Lindsey Graham and the Information Warfare & Disinformation
appointment of his sister, Darline
Graham Nordone, to his seat has sparked
concerns regarding nepotism and political
dynasties, while the Vance-Rogan
interview highlights growing  splits
between the U.S. executive and Israeli

* German civil society groups are
condemning a crackdown on the Freedom
of Information Act, which they claim is
intended to hide corruption related to
Ukraine aid.

strategic interests. * The U.S. networks NBC and ABC have
reportedly refused to air a scheduled

presidential speech regarding foreign

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS 3 ) )
interference in the 2020 election.

Armed Conflict & Militarization Terrorism & Asymmetric Threats

» The "US. h.a? proposed a record $1.5  Ukrainian intelligence is accused of using

trillion military budget to sustain . L
. . . ISIS recruits to attempt the assassination
simultaneous operations against Iran and

proxy support for Ukraine.

* Reports of a ground invasion of Iran are

being considered "open" by President
Trump, though potentially utilizing local
regional forces instead of U.S. troops.

of a Russian minister in Dagestan.

e Thwarted plots in Russia involve drones
equipped with Canadian-made Al
modules and C4 explosives smuggled from
Europe.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_210000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_170000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_160000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_173000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_230000_America_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_230000_America_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_230000_America_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_230000_America_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_210000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_073000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_073000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_133000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_133000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_180000_News

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Transit

Chokepoints

The current conflict has evolved into a war
over global arteries. Iran’s closure of the
Strait of Hormuz is a calculated asymmetric
response to U.S. kinetic strikes. By
threatening the Bab-el-Mandeb, Iran and its
allies (specifically the Houthis in Yemen) are
demonstrating the capacity to collapse the
global energy market and the petrodollar
system. This trend signifies that regional
powers now view global economic disruption
as a more effective deterrent than traditional
military parity.

Regime Fragility and the "Mobilization
Strike"

In Ukraine, the distinction between "political
protesters" and "mobilization protesters" is
critical. The Zelensky administration appears
to be allowing political rallies in support of
the ousted Fedorov as a media-facing
"triumph of democracy," while simultaneously
crushing dissent against the "busification"
policy. This suggests a fractured domestic
consensus where the state must perform
democratic legitimacy while maintaining a
brutal recruitment regime, a balance that
appears increasingly unsustainable as the
"meat grinder" at the front consumes more of
the civilian population.

Dedollarization and the Gold Spree

A major underlying theme is the shift toward a
multipolar financial order. China’s

lati £ 15 tric £ 1d
and the Lumumba’s Africa focus on
"economic liberation" from the Bretton Woods
institutions indicate a coordinated effort to

exit the U.S. dollar system. Commentators
argue that the U.S. "theft" of $300 billion in
Russian assets has fundamentally broken
global trust in the dollar, forcing nations to
hedge with physical commodities like gold
and land.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* Ukraine: The sacking of Fedorov has
revealed a "serious beef" between the
military command (Siersky) and the
civilian-led ministry. The refusal of top
officials to take the defense role suggests a
belief that the administration is a "puppet
regime" where individuals are being set up
for failure. Public anger over forced
mobilization has reached a "critical point,"

recruitment

with citizens overturning

vehicles.

United States: The proposed $1.5 trillion
budget is meeting resistance from a
"disenfranchised" younger generation (Gen
Z) who prioritize grocery and gas prices
over foreign military intervention. The
death of Senator Graham has exposed a
void in  the Republican
establishment, with some calling for a

"neocon"

third-party alternative to the "two parties
of war."

* South Africa: Institutional decay is evident
as the government struggles to protect
foreign workers, leading to a mass exodus
of Nigerian and Malawian laborers which
could destabilize regional labor markets.



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_170000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_070000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_124500_Lumumbas_Africa
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_210000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_230000_America_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260716_230000_America_Now

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

* Russia: Moscow is projecting a posture of
strategic confidence, claiming that
"Europe is presently attacking Russia" via
proxy and promising "mirror ks"
that will be "more powerful." Russia is
successfully pivoting its energy exports to
China and India, rendering European
sanctions "stupid" in the eyes of some
observers.

e Iran: Iran has shifted to an
"unpredictable all-out war" posture,
viewing the current strikes as an
opportunity to break out of "the jail" of
sanctions they have endured for 47 years.
Their ability to influence the Strait of
Hormuz is being framed as their ultimate
"nuclear weapon."

e France: Under Macron, France is
attempting to project power in Africa via

the "Afri Forward" initiative, which
critics describe as a desperate attempt to
maintain "economic colonization"

through the CFA Franc after being expelled
from Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is defined by
extreme volatility in energy markets and a
fundamental breakdown in the globalized
trade order as primary maritime chokepoints
are closed due to the U.S.-Iran war.

* Oil and Gas: Brent crude is currently
sitting over $85 per barrel, with
projections of $110 if the Hormuz blockade
persists. U.S. gasoline prices have already
cost consumers an additional $40 billion
out-of-pocket.

Inflation: U.S. consumer prices rose 3.5%
in June, though analysts argue the "real"
inflation rate, including food and energy,
remains much higher. The middle class is

reportedly "getting wiped out" by housing
and grocery costs.

Commodities/Gold: China has added 15
metric tons of gold to its reserves

recently, a move seen as preparing for the
eventual collapse of the U.S. dollar as
the global reserve currency.

China Trade Shift: China is reducing
seaborn oil purchases to avoid violating
U.S. sanctions on Russia while increasing
land-based pipeline imports through
Siberia.

Fiscal Policy: U.S. proposal for a $1.5
trillion defense budget is expected to
further increase national debt, with 10-year
T-notes losing status as the 'safest
investment."

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Sudden shifts in Ukrainian leadership and a
major U.S. political vacancy highlight a period
of extreme institutional volatility.

Michael Fedorov (Dismissed): Sacked as
Ukrainian Defense Minister. Analysis

suggests he became "too popular for his

own good" and was purged to remove a
potential political rival to Zelensky.

Yifgenikara (Acting Appointment):
Appointed as the new acting head of the
SBU and defense ministry influence. He is
identified as the mastermind of the drone
campaign against Russia.
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* Igor Klemenko (Refused Portfolio): The
Interior Minister reportedly rejected the
Defense Minister role to protect his own
political future from the certain failure of
the current mobilization strategy.

* Vasili Maluk (Resigned): Resigned as
head of the SBU, signaling a wider purge
of the security services.

* Senator Lindsey Graham (Deceased):
His death removes a primary "neocon"
voice in the U.S. Senate. His sister, Darline
Graham Nordone, has been appointed to
the seat, a move criticized for lacking
policy experience.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial posture is
characterized by a fear-inducing and
critical tone toward Western leadership,
emphasizing U.S. military "losses" and
Ukrainian "corruption." The lead stories are
the U.S.-Iran kinetic conflict and the internal
collapse of the Ukrainian government. These
stories are prioritized to paint a picture of a
failing Western alliance system. "Buried
stories" include the humanitarian catastrophe
of the Venezuela earthquake, which is framed
as a secondary human-interest piece rather
than a primary global crisis. A conspicuous
omission is any objective data on Russian
military casualties or economic struggles,
which would counter the narrative of Russian
resilience. The emotional tone regarding
Africa is nationalistic (pro-sovereignty) and
skeptical of European diplomatic overtures.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical landscape is framed as a
contest between a decaying, aggressive

Western order and a rising, resource-backed
Global South.

* United States: Portrayed as an inept
hegemon losing a "dir " con game
with its currency while being "directly
losing a war" to Iran. Its leadership is
characterized as "unimaginative" and
"bragadocious."

e Iran: Framed as a "smart and hi
regional power" that has been prepared
for this conflict for decades. They are
depicted as a principled actor finally
breaking free of "jail."

Ukraine: Characterized as a "parasitical
regime" and a "
controlled by Washington, with leaders who
only target the poor for mobilization while
"sons and daughters of the rich" party in
nightclubs.

regim

* Israel: Portrayed as a destabilizing force
and a "bigger threat to the region" than
Iran, using its influence in Washington to
force a conflict against U.S. public opinion.

* China: Depicted as a "best planning

model on the planet” that is successfully
pivoting away from Western-led markets
while accumulating the world's real wealth
(gold).

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The broadcast is
actively seeding the narrative that the U.S.
"stole" $300 billion from Russia, intended
to trigger a global flight from the dollar by
other nations fearing similar seizures.
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Censorship Allegations: The network
highlights the German government's
move to restrict access to federal records,
framing it as a desperate measure to hide
the "dark channels" through which Ukraine
aid is laundered.

Psychological Operations (Psy-ops): The
exposure of Vitali Zikovic is a major
information operation aimed at
delegitimizing the Ukrainian SBU/GUR by
branding them as terrorists who recruit
ISIS and wuse children as "biological
drones."

Media Manipulation: The claim that
major U.S. networks refused to air a
presidential speech is used to paint the
American media as a censored arm of the
"deep state."

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

The continued closure of the Strait of
Hormuz will lead to a total breakdown in
global fertilizer supplies by Autumn 2026,
causing a catastrophic food crisis in the
breadbasket of the U.S.

Internal unrest in Ukraine over
"busification" will eventually lead to a
military coup as frontline commanders
find they can no longer maintain troop
levels without the support of the urban
populace.

The appointment of Darline Graham
Nordone to the U.S. Senate will serve as a
catalyst for a MAGA-aligned third-party
movement, potentially splitting the
Republican vote in the 2026 midterms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
blackout of communication in the Middle
East as Iran activates its "crushing regional
retaliation" plan. Ukraine will likely see an
uptick in terrorist attacks inside Russia as
a "desperation" move by the new acting
defense leadership.

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): Global oil
prices will stabilize at $110+, forcing
Western governments to reimpose 1970s-
style speed limits and fuel rationing. The
coalition of the willing in Europe will
likely collapse as Bulgaria and Hungary
formally withdraw all military aid to
Ukraine.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The BRICS New
Development Bank will replace the IMF
in Africa, leading to a total dedollarization
of the continent’s mineral and energy
exports, which will permanently degrade
the purchasing power of European and U.S.
citizens.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current global situation presents an
unprecedented convergence of Kkinetic,
economic, and social risks that could lead to
systemic collapse.

* Global Economic Depression: Closure of
primary energy transit arteries leads to
systemic failure. Triggers: Houthi closure
of Bab-el-Mandeb; sustained Hormuz
blockade. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Critical/Systemic. Mitigations: Immediate
diplomatic ceasefire in Iran; release of
strategic reserves.
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* Ukrainian State Collapse: Internal unrest
and military purge lead to an inability to
hold the front. Triggers: Violent clashes
between police and anti-mobilization
protesters. Likelihood: Medium. Impact:
Major/Regional. Mitigations: Immediate
cessation of forced recruitment;
decentralization of military command.

Expansion of U.S.-Iran War: A ground
invasion of Iranian territory. Triggers:
Trump authorizing a '"limited" ground
campaign. Likelihood: Medium. Impact:
Severe/Global. Mitigations: Congressional
intervention in budget; regional de-
escalation via Chinese mediation.

e Russian Economic Realities: While

focusing on the West's energy crisis, the
transcripts fail to explain how Russia is
handling the loss of its primary European
markets beyond vague references to
Siberia-China pipelines.

* Verification of "Colonel Pastor"

Testimonies: The confessions of Vitali
presented without
independent \verification, potentially
functioning as a  state-orchestrated
propaganda "show trial."

Zikovic are

China's Strategic Reserve Limits: The
claim that China can stabilize global prices
by reducing imports omits the long-term

* Asymmetric Cyber/Terror Attack on
Nuclear Infrastructure: Attacks on power
plants. Triggers: Drone strikes on
Zaparogia or Bashir plants. Likelihood:
Low/Medium. Impact: Catastrophic
(another "Chernobyl on steroids").
Mitigations: International exclusion zones;
neutral monitoring teams.

impact on China’s own energy security
once strategic reserves are depleted.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Managed Escalation" Hypothesis:
The U.S. and Iran are deliberately
escalating to Hormuz-closure levels to force
a "reset" of global markets, allowing both
regimes to consolidate power through
wartime emergency measures and wipe out
domestic debt through a currency collapse.

* Hyperinflation of the U.S. Dollar: Loss of
reserve status. Triggers: Coordinated
BRICS dump of T-bills; further
accumulation of gold by China. Likelihood:
Medium/High. Impact: Severe/Domestic.
Mitigations: Restoration of asset security;

* The "Fal Fl P " in Kiev: Th
fiscal discipline. © aise ag rurge m ev ©

sacking of Fedorov is not a sign of
weakness, but a calculated purge to
install a more radical, less "controllable"
military leadership that will engage in total
scorched-earth warfare, forcing Western
allies back into the conflict just as they
were seeking to withdraw.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e Iranian Domestic Dissent: The broadcast
portrays a unified Iranian populace; there
is no mention of internal opposition to the
war or the economic cost of the conflict
within Iran.

* Black Swan Event: A Houthi-led strike
on a desalination plant or oil facility in the
Saudi "Neom" region leads to an immediate
and permanent rupture in the Saudi-U.S.
defense relationship, leaving the Red Sea
entirely undefended.



RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for asymmetric
domestic terror threats  utilizeing
Canadian/Western-made Al drone modules
smuggled via "humanitarian" channels.

* Economic: Implement immediate energy
rationing protocols for critical
infrastructure in anticipation of a multi-
month Hormuz blockade.

* Diplomatic: Shift focus to South-South
mediation (via BRICS) as traditional U.S./
EU diplomatic levers have lost efficacy in
both Tehran and the Global South.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Move manufacturing out of
maritime-dependent zones and toward
continental land-bridge routes (Siberia-
Central Asia) to avoid chokepoint closures.

Regulatory: Prepare for drastic changes
in Information Freedom laws in the ETU,
which will likely increase "compliance
costs" and operational risk for NGOs and
media firms.

Capital Allocation: Hedge against dollar
volatility through physical gold and land
accumulation, as the "legacy wealth" model
is being aggressively adopted by Eastern
central banks.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on July 16, 2026, was
dominated by a drastic shift in U.S. defense
spending and a controversial move in
Germany to restrict governmental
transparency, both intended to manage the

domestic fallout of

conflicts.

prolonged foreign

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* U.S. Defense Budget ($1.5 Trillion
Proposal): A record spending plan
designed to effectively double national
defense funding to combat "communism
on our own shores" and terrorism abroad.

* German Freedom of Information Act
Amendments: A proposal to require
individuals to provide a valid reason for
records requests, effectively ending
unconditional public access to state data.

* The "Code Noir" Repeal (France): A
symbolic repeal of a 1658 law that
defined Africans as chattel, used by Macron
to frame his "Africa Forward" policy as a
new symbiotic partnership.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Vance-Rogan Interview: A high-profile
media event where the Vice President
criticized Israeli influence on U.S. peace
efforts with Iran.

e Zikovic Court Hearing: An evidentiary
hearing where the Ukrainian Colonel
admitted to wusing assassins across
Europe, potentially a precursor to a wider
war crimes tribunal.

KEY STORIES

* US Strike on Bandar Abbas Port: U.S.
military hits critical infrastructure and a
telecommunications tower in southern
Iran; two civilians reported killed.

* Ahvaz Hospital Bombing: A children's
cancer hospital in Ahvaz was evacuated

following nearby explosions, with four
major blasts reported in a row.
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Dismissal of Michael Fedorov: Zelensky
fires the defense chief on his own
initiative, leading to widespread urban
protests.

The Exposure of Colonel Zikovic:
Investigative report reveals Zikovic's
basement torture chamber and his role in
recruiting ISIS members for plots in
Dagestan.

Closure of the Strait of Hormuz: Iran
shuts down the waterway in revenge for
strikes, trapping international cargo ships
and spiking oil prices.

Lindsey Graham Death & Succession:
The death of the South Carolina Senator
leads to the interim appointment of his
sister, Darline Graham Nordone.

China Gold Accumulation: China adds
15 metric tons of gold, preparing for a
"post-dollar" world order.

Macron's "Africa Forward" Summit:

Held in Nairobi, Kenya, the summit is co-

hosted by France in a country that was

not a former French colony.

SOS Donbass Espionage Case: Anna
Novikova faces 15 years in prison in
France on charges of spying for Russia
while delivering humanitarian aid.

Venezuela Earthquake Aftermath: 4,700
confirmed dead and 50,000 missing after
a double quake; rescuers struggle with
merged floors in a 16-story ruin.

Ukraine "Busification" Violence:
Protesters in Lviv overturn a recruitment
vehicle; authorities force participants to
publicly apologize.

Vance Joe Rogan Podcast appearance:
JD Vance takes direct aim at the Israeli
government for preventing peace with Iran.

* Russian "Mirrored Attack" Promise:
Putin announces that future strikes on
Russian territory will be met with
reciprocal responses of ‘'growing
intensity."

* Bulgaria Aid Withdrawal: Bulgarian

officials state they have exhausted their

capabilities to provide military support to
Ukraine.

* Testosterone Testing in U.S. Military:
Pentagon announces hormone
screening for service members over 30 to
maintain "decisive tactical advantage."
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
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relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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