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ESCALATING GLOBAL TENSIONS (JULY 16-17, 2026)

A Convergence of Domestic Failures and International Conflict Disrupts Global Stability
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Convergence of severe domestic administrative failures in Portugal and a sharp escalation in global
geopolitical tensions. Portuguese government besieged by systemic collapse in secondary school exam
grading (digital failures, teacher shortages, political blame). Simultaneously, US intensifies military
engagement with Iran (6th night of strikes) and imposes aggressive 25% tariff on Brazilian imports. Former
US President Trump leverages conflict for domestic political gain, promoting restrictive voting laws.
Emerging strategic vulnerabilities in energy (Portugal's lithium mine opposition) and tech sectors,
alongside a deepening institutional ethics scandal in Portugal's Interior Ministry. Indicates high
volatility, testing state capacity globally.

1~ INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
5 DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS - PORTUGAL

« Systemic Failure of National Exam Grading:
n Minister admits risks due to platform errors & teacher
= lack. Unions call for resignation over “shameful”
&= digital transition. Forced manual workaround.

&= » Political Realignment: Ruling AD & Socialist PS tied
@) at 29% in polls. High public dissatisfaction (41% rating
government *bad'). Health and housing top concerns.

« Institutional Ethics Scandal: Interior Minister Neves
admits "lapse” in declaring wife's business interests
with national police (PJ) contracts. Opposition
leverages case.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS - PORTUGAL & UKRAINE

« Leadership Dynamics: PM Montenegro uses
§ defensive ‘narrative” strategy. UK's Labor Party
seeks new leader after Starmer resignation.

« Armed Conflict & Militarization (Ukraine):
Leadership shift with Defense Minister Fedorov
fired amid street protests over reforms, replaced
by Koretzsky.

« Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: Italian court
sentences former CEO for 2018 Morandi bridge
collapse, emphasizing infrastructure
accountability.

THE MODERNIZATION PARADOX

WEAPONIZED ECONOMIC STATECRAFT

7.9 EXTERNAL DYNAMICS
%7 &GLOBAL POSTURE &

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS - GLOBAL
% « Escalating US-Iran Military Conflict: US
. conducts 6th night of strikes on Iranian
b 14

capabilities. Iran threatens global energy chaos
and Strait of Hormuz closure. Reports of

casualties in Bandar Abbas.

% « US-Brazil Trade Shock: US imposes 25% tariff
i on 20% of Brazilian exports (machinery, ethanol,
textiles). Brazil condemns it as illegal “tarifago”.
Impact on Brazilian right-wing candidate.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS - ENERGY & TECH

« Energy & Critical Minerals (Portugal): Barroso
Lithium Mine fast-tracked to EU list despite
initial rejection, facing intense local opposition
& "dictatorship” accusations.

« EU Data Privacy: EU Court ruling allows
( \ seizure of professional emails without warrant,
p
J[\2 signaling regulatory shift.

THE FRAGILITY OF ‘GREEN SOVEREIGNTY"

Portugal’s exam failure as case
study. Rapid state

italization without adequate
infrastructure leads to “total
mess" under load. Tech
veneers applied to decaying
structures, outsourcing
systemic failures to labor units.

US 25% tariff on Brazil as
coercive diplomacy.

Targeting specific sectors to
extract concessions, framing
trade policy as personalized
and punitive against
leadership alignment.

Barroso Lithium project
illustrates conflict between
EU green goals and local
values. Strategic resource
security overriding
democratic transparency and
environmental standards.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
Market sentiment bearish due to trade
protectionism and energy security.
Portugal projects 2% growth but faces labor
unrest and infrastructure failures.
Inflation concerns; Portuguese fuel margin cap
considered.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISK ASSESSMENT

Short Term: Massive social unrest/lawsuits in Portugal;

escalating Portuguese health strike.

Long Term: Barroso mine as geopolitical flashpoint.
Risks: Ener?y Supply Disruption (Hormuz), Portuguese
Institutional Collapse, Global Trade Fragmentation,
Election Integrity Crisis (US), Green Transition Backlash.

oil market volatility.
@ Medium Term: US-Brazil trade realignment; potential for

AGLOBAL SYSTEM UNDER SIGNIFICANT STRESS: LEADERSHIP FLUX, INFORMATION WARFARE, AND CONTRARIAN SCENARIOS AHEAD.
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INTERNAL ADMINISTRATIVE
PARALYSIS IN PORTUGAL AND
ESCALATING US-IRAN HOSTILITIES
DISRUPT GLOBAL STABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting cycle for July 16-17, 2026, is
dominated by a convergence of severe
domestic administrative failures in Portugal
and a sharp escalation in global geopolitical
tensions.  Domestically, the Portuguese
government is besieged by a systemic collapse
in the national secondary school examination
grading system, characterized by a failing
digital platform, teacher shortages, and
accusations of political incompetence directed
at Minister of Education Fernando Alexandre.
This crisis coincided with the "State of the
Nation" debate, where Prime Minister Luis
Montenegro faced calls for a motion of
confidence amid a narrowing lead in public
opinion polls, with the center-right AD and
socialist PS now locked in a statistical tie at
29%.

Internationally, the United States has
intensified its military engagement with Iran,

conducting its sixth consecutive night of
strikes against targets in the region. This

military escalation is paired with a aggressive
shift in US trade policy, specifically a 25%
additional tariff on Brazilian imports, which
has sparked condemnation from Brasilia and
raised concerns about global supply chain
stability. Simultaneously, former US President
Donald Trump is leveraging the conflict and
domestic economic anxiety to renew claims of
election fraud and promote restrictive voting
legislation, framing the current global and
domestic environment as one of chaos that
only his administration can resolve.

Strategic vulnerabilities are also emerging in
the energy and tech sectors. Portugal's push
for lithium sovereignty via the Barroso mine
project faces intense local opposition and
allegations of political maneuvering within EU
strategic project lists. Furthermore, a
burgeoning ethics scandal involving Minister
Administration Luis Neves,
centering on undeclared business interests
and contracts with the national police (PJ),
suggests deepening institutional decay. These
developments indicate a period of high
volatility where state capacity in both
developed and emerging economies is being
severely tested by infrastructure failures,
labor wunrest, and the weaponization of
economic statecraft.

of Internal

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Systemic Failure of Portuguese National
Exam Grading

* Minister of Education Fernando Alexandre
admits that risks remain for the publication
of secondary school exam grades due to a
lack of available grading teachers and
digital platform errors.
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e Teacher unions (FENPROF and STOP) have
called for the Minister's resignation, citing
a total loss of control over the process and
a "shameful" digital transition.

* The government has been forced to move
away from automatic digital access,

requiring schools to manually send exams
to students.

Escalating US-Iran Military Conflict

* US forces conducted a new round of
attacks against Iranian military capabilities
for the sixth straight night.

* Iran has threatened to trigger chaos in the

global energy market and close the Strait

of Hormuz if the escalation continues.

* Reports indicate at least seven people were
injured in a residential area of Bandar
Abbas during the US offensive.

US-Brazil Trade Shock

e The US imposed a 25% tariff on over 20%
of Brazilian exports, targeting machinery,
ethanol, and textiles.

» US Secretary of State Marco Rubio accused
the Lula administration of negotiating in
bad faith, while Brazil characterized the
move as an illegal "tarifaco."

* The measure has significant internal
Brazilian political implications, as right-
wing candidate Flavio Bolsonaro had

requested Trump delay the tariffs until

after the elections.
Political Realignment in Portugal

* A Catholic University poll reveals the PS
and AD are tied at 29% in voting intentions,
with the right-wing Chega party dropping
three points to 21%.

* Public dissatisfaction with the government
is high, with 41% rating its performance as
"bad" or "very bad."

* Health and housing remain the top
concerns for 63% of the population.

Institutional Ethics Scandal in the

Interior Ministry

* Minister Luis Neves admitted to a "lapse"
in failing to lare his wife' rism
company to the transparency entity.

* The company, Ael Campos, allegedly had 17
contracts worth €2 million with the PJ
during Neves's tenure as its National
Director.

* The opposition is leveraging the case to

portray a government in decomposition.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e The US-Iran theater is shifting toward
sustained aerial bombardment, with the US
rejecting negotiations until Iran pays
"consequences" for maritime interference.

* The Ukrainian military is undergoing a
major Leadership shift, with Zelensky
firing Defense Minister Michael Fedorov

amid street protests and replacing him with
Sergi Koretzsky.

Energy & Critical Minerals

e The Barroso Lithium Mine project in
Portugal has been fast-tracked into the EU
strategic project list despite initial rejection
by technical experts, suggesting high-level
political pressure.
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* The Portuguese government is considering
capping fuel margins if "market distortions"
are detected, responding to public anger
over price asymmetries.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* Prime Minister Montenegro is employing a
defensive "narrative" strategy, blaming
past socialist governments for current
failures while facing a increasingly unified
opposition.

* In the UK, the Labor Party is searching for
a new leader following the resignation of
Keir Starmer, with Andy Burnham as a
primary contender.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* An Italian court has sentenced the former
CEO of Autostrade per I'Italia to 12 years in
prison for the 2018 Morandi bridge
collapse, highlighting increasing
accountability for infrastructure
maintenance failures.

* The EU Court has opened the door for the

seizure of professional emails without a
judicial warrant, signaling a potential shift
in privacy regulations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Modernization Paradox The failure of
Portugal's digital exam grading platform
serves as a case study in the risks of rapid
state digitalization without adequate
infrastructure. While  the government
promotes a "reformist" and "modern" image,
the digitalization of 170,000 exams has
resulted in a "total mess" (trapalhada). This
trend suggests that technological veneers are
often applied to decaying bureaucratic
structures, leading to spectacular failures

when under load. The Minister of Education's
attempt to blame teachers for the failure of a
centralized digital system highlights a
governance trend of "outsourcing
responsibility" for systemic tech failures to
individual labor units.

Weaponized Economic Statecraft The US
imposition of a 25% tariff on Brazil is not
merely an economic dispute but a form of
coercive diplomacy. By targeting specific
sectors while exempting essential minerals
like iron ore, the US is attempting to extract
diplomatic concessions (such as access to the
ethanol market or limitations on the Pix
payment system) while protecting its own
industrial needs. The framing of this as a
punitive measure against the Lula
administration’s "ego" suggests that trade
policy is becoming increasingly personalized
and tied to the alignment of foreign leaders
with US interests.

The Fragility of "Green Sovereignty" The
Barroso Lithium project illustrates the conflict
between the EU's "green transition" goals and
local environmental and social values. The
"lithium fever" is being framed by state actors
as a national imperative for wealth and
autonomy, yet local residents view it as an
"imposition of a dictatorship" that destroys
traditional ways of life. The revelation that the
project was technically rejected then
politically accepted underscores a trend

where  strategic resource security is
overriding democratic transparency and
environmental regulatory standards.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Portugal is experiencing a period of
significant institutional stress. The
Leadership is struggling with a "perceptual
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gap" where the government claims the
country is better than it was, while 50% of the
public believes it has worsened. The tie in
recent polls between the center-right AD and
socialist PS suggests a paralyzed political
system where neither side can claim a
decisive mandate, increasing the likelihood of
legislative deadlock. The Health sector is a
primary flashpoint, with ERs indisposed and
surgical teams refusing overtime due to a 10%
pay cut, indicating that fiscal austerity is
directly impacting frontline service delivery
and social stability.

In Ukraine, the street protests against the

removal of the Defense Minister suggest that
the internal consensus maintained since the
start of the war is fracturing. The tension
between the military command and political
leadership over blocked reforms and
technological modernization indicates a
struggle for control over the war's strategic
direction as it enters a more protracted,
resource-intensive phase.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is being framed as
an increasingly anarchic arena where the US
acts as a unilateral enforcer. The sustained
US strikes in Iran and the rejection of a "new
normal" of intermittent conflict signal a move
toward total military resolution. Iran's
reaction—threatening the Strait of Hormuz—
positions the global energy market as a
hostage to regional conflict. Simultaneously,
the US is increasingly framed by emerging
economies (like Brazil) as an arbitrary actor
that ignores international trade norms, such
as those of the WTO, to pursue bilateral
political gains.

Portugal’s global posture is currently one of
diplomatic vulnerability. While it attempts
to position itself as a key player in the EU's
energy transition via lithium, its internal
administrative failures (exams, health) and
corruption scandals (Neves case) undermine
its image as a stable, competent state. The
framing of the Portuguese language as its
"most valuable asset" suggests a pivot toward
cultural diplomacy (soft power) as its hard
state capacity (hard power) falters.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is increasingly bearish due
to trade protectionism and energy security
risks. While Portugal's Finance Minister
projects 2% GDP growth and a balanced
budget, these figures are countered by severe
labor unrest and infrastructure failures that
could suppress productivity. Inflation remains
a critical concern, with fuel prices failing to
track crude oil decreases and US tariffs
poised to drive up the cost of Brazilian
consumer goods globally.

Key Economic Vectors

* US Tariffs: A 259 itional on
Brazilian machinery, ethanol, and textiles;
expected to impact 20% of Brazil's total
exports.

* Portuguese Fuel Markets: Investigating
margin cap implementation; oil prices are
rising due to Middle East conflict but pump
prices are not falling in sync with market
drops.

e Lithium Mining: Savanna Resources
estimates the Barroso mine could produce
20 million tonnes of ore, enough for 7
million EV batteries, with a projected start
date in 2028.
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* Health Costs: A 10% reduction in pay for
overtime surgeries in Portugal is leading to
the shutdown of operating blocks.

* Unemployment:
unemployment

approximately 6%.

Portuguese
remains stable at

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership across several nations is in a state
of flux, driven by military performance,
administrative failure, or shifting political
coalitions.

* Sergi Koretzsky (Ukraine): Appointed as
Prime Minister to consolidate political
power following the removal of Defense
Minister Fedorov.

Michael Fedorov (Ukraine): Removed as
Defense Minister amid accusations of
blocking reforms, sparking street protests.

* Keir Starmer (United Kingdom):
Resigned as Leader of the ILabor Party;

succession process initiated with Andy
Burnham as a frontrunner.

Antonio José Seguro (Portugal): Rated
positively in polls (12.1 out of 20) four
months after taking office (role context
suggests a secondary or regional
leadership position, possibly presidential,
depending on local system quirks in 2026
reporting).

* Luis Neves (Portugal): Retains political
confidence of the PM despite failing to

declare business interests, though his
position is significantly weakened.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

RTPI's editorial posture for this cycle is
heavily weighted toward domestic Portuguese

crises, specifically the education exam
collapse and the State of the Nation
debate. These stories were given the most
urgency, often framed with
language like "chaos," "shame," and "shaken."
The network maintains a skeptical tone
regarding the government's ability to fix
administrative errors. The US-Iran strikes
are treated with high gravity but are framed
as a geopolitical background threat that
impacts energy prices, rather than an
immediate existential threat to the viewer.

emotional

Buried Stories: The sentencing of the
Morandi bridge officials and the massive
earthquake in Venezuela (nearly 5,000 dead)
were given relatively low prominence
compared to the minute-by-minute coverage
of exam pautas. Conspicuous Omissions:
There is almost no detailed reporting on the
specific military progress of the US strikes in
Iran (i.e., damage assessments or strategic
shifts), focusing instead on the rhetoric of
Trump and the Iranian Revolutionary Guard.
There is also a lack of context on why the
Portuguese grading platform specifically
failed—whether it was a cyberattack, poor
coding, or server capacity.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The current geopolitical landscape is
characterized by a "survival of the most
competent" dynamic, where leaders are
judged more by their administrative success

than their ideological purity.
COUNTRIES

e United  States: Portrayed as an
aggressive, protectionist power that acts
unilaterally in both military (strikes in Iran)
and economic (tariffs on Brazil) spheres.
Framing: Strong but Chaotic.
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* Portugal: Portrayed as an administrative
failure struggling with the basics of
governance (exams, ERs) while trying to
maintain a reformist image. Framing:
Weak and Inept.

* Iran: Portrayed as a defiant foe willing to
use economic sabotage (closing Hormuz) to
counter military strikes. Framing: Hostile
and Unstable.

* Brazil: Portrayed as a victim of trade
aggression, with its leadership accused of
prioritizing "ego" over the people's welfare
by the US. Framing: Principled but
Under Siege.

LEADERS

* Luis Montenegro: Portrayed as a
beleaguered leader using
tactics" to survive an increasingly hostile
parliament. Quote: "Aleou-se ao problema e
em vez de dizer ha aqui um erro... em todos
os momentos tem que haver um culpado"

(info).

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an obsessive
disruptor, using global conflict as a
backdrop for domestic political campaigns
and fraud claims. Quote: "As presidenciais
de 2020 sdao uma verdadeira obsessao para
Donald Trump" (info).

"narrative

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Portrayed as a
leader in turmoil, forced into unpopular
personnel decisions while trying to
maintain military momentum. Framing:
Strong but Isolated.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

A sophisticated information warfare
environment is active, primarily regarding
narrative control in Portugal and the US. In

Portugal, the government is attempting to
"reframe" the exam failure as a "labor issue"
(blaming teachers) rather than a "systemic
failure" (the platform). FENPROF s
countering this by highlighting specific digital
errors to shift the blame back to the Ministry.
This is a clear struggle over '"culpability
attribution."

In the US, Donald Trump is engaged in
narrative seeding for the November
elections. By promising to reveal "new
documents" about 2020 intervention during a
time of war with Iran, he is attempting to link
national security to his personal political
grievances. This "pre-emptive fraud claim"
serves as a psychological operation to
delegitimize any potential loss in the
upcoming midterms or general elections. The
likely ground truth is that the current
administration's focus on Iran and economic
issues is being exploited by Trump to revive a
narrative of a "corrupt system" that can only
be fixed by his return.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Government Collapse in Portugal: If the
exam grades are not published by the July
17 deadline or if significant errors emerge
in the grades themselves, the Minister of
Education will likely be forced to resign.
This could trigger a wider cabinet reshuffle
or even the collapse of the Montenegro
government if the PS and Chega find
common ground on a motion of no
confidence (info).
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* Strait of Hormuz Crisis: Continued US
strikes are highly likely to lead to an
Iranian attempt to mine or blockade the
Strait of Hormuz. This will cause an
immediate spike in global o0il prices,
potentially forcing the Portuguese

government to implement the fuel margin
caps discussed in the transcripts.

US-Brazil Trade War Escalation: Brazil’'s
threat to go to the WTO will likely be met
with further US retaliation, possibly
targeting Brazilian aeronautics or mineral
exports if Brasilia seeks to deepen ties with
US rivals like China to offset tariff losses.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect massive
social unrest and lawsuits from families in
Portugal regarding school exams. Market
volatility in oil will be extreme as the US
strike cycle in Iran enters its second week.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US-
Brazil tariff wall will likely lead to a
realignment of South American trade.
In Portugal, the "State of the Nation" will
be defined by whether the health sector
strike escalates into a general refusal of all
overtime, causing a total halt in elective
surgeries.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Barroso mine
will become a geopolitical flashpoint for
the EU. If the project proceeds against local
will, it may become a permanent source of
civil disobedience. If it fails, the EU will
remain " he han f th hinese" for

battery materials for the next decade.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current news cycle highlights several
escalating risks that could destabilize both
national and international systems.

* Energy Supply Disruption: US-Iran
strikes could lead to the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz. Triggers: A successful
Iranian strike on a US naval vessel or a
drone attack on Saudi infrastructure.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic for
global energy prices. Mitigations:
Accelerated deployment of SPR (Strategic
Petroleum Reserves) and diplomatic
mediation via third parties like Qatar.

* Portuguese Institutional Collapse:
Failure of the exam platform and health
system strikes. Triggers: Grades not
appearing on July 17; a high-profile death
in an ER. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Significant domestic political
instability and loss of trust in digital
governance. Mitigations: Immediate wage
concessions to doctors and return to paper-
based administrative redundancies.

* Global Trade Fragmentation: US-Brazil
"tariff war" sets a precedent for arbitrary
25% duties. Triggers: Brazil imposing
retaliatory tariffs on US corn or aircraft.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Supply chain
inflation and the undermining of the WTO.
Mitigations: Targeted bilateral negotiations
and exemptions for "essential" strategic
materials (info).



* Election Integrity Crisis in the US:
Narrative seeding of 2020 fraud claims pre-
empting the 2026 midterms. Triggers: A
"big announcement" or document leak by
Trump (info). Likelihood: High. Impact:
Massive civil unrest and polarized paralysis
in the US Congress. Mitigations:
Independent verification of leaks and
enhanced cybersecurity for local election
boards.

* Green Transition Backlash: Local
resistance to lithium mining in Portugal.
Triggers: Violent clashes between GNR and
protesters in Barroso (info). Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Delay of EU critical
mineral goals. Mitigations: Increased
revenue sharing with local communities
and more stringent environmental
monitoring.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Digital Platform Root Cause: The
transcripts fail to explain the technical
nature of the platform failure. Is it a
software bug, a hardware capacity issue, or
a malicious cyberattack? This is critical for
assessing future risk.

* Venezuelan Earthquake Context: A
death toll of 4,930 people is massive, yet
the reporting provides little detail on the
epicenter or the international relief effort.
This suggests a significant under-reporting
of a major humanitarian crisis.

* Iranian Civil Defense: While US strikes
are reported, there is zero information on
the state of Iranian internal stability or
protests against the Revolutionary Guard.
This leaves a gap in understanding whether
the regime is being weakened or unified by
the attacks.

* Financial Market Data: Despite talk of
tariffs and war, there are no specific stock
market or currency figures (e.g., the
Real vs. Dollar or the PSI-20 performance)
provided, making the true economic impact
speculative.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Exam Diversion: While the media focus
is on the "chaos" of the school exams, this
may be a deliberate distraction or "useful
crisis" to mask the far more severe scandal
involving Luis Neves's PJ contracts. By
allowing the Minister of Education to take the
brunt of public anger over "incompetence,"
the government avoids a more damaging
conversation about ‘“corruption" in the
Interior Ministry.

Iran’s Tactical De-escalation: The US
strikes are framed as a victory, but Iran’s
"threats" may be a stalling tactic. By
threatening Hormuz, Iran prevents the US
from moving to a full ground invasion or
targeting nuclear facilities, while their
dialouge with the US via the "memorandum of
understanding" continues behind closed doors

(info).

Black Swan Event: A Cyber-Strike on the
Global Logistics Grid. In retaliation for US
tariffs and strikes, a coordinated state-
sponsored cyberattack could target the GPS
or container tracking systems used by global
shipping. This would go beyond simple tariffs,
causing a physical halt to global trade that
could last weeks, triggering a global
recession.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for maritime escort
missions in the Strait of Hormuz as the US-
Iran conflict persists.

* Economic: Diversify import sources for
machinery and ethanol away from the US-
Brazil axis to avoid tariff-induced price
spikes.

* Diplomatic: The EU must mediate the
Portuguese lithium dispute (info) to ensure
resource security doesn't come at the cost
of democratic legitimacy.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Brazilian exporters should
immediately explore alternative markets in
the EU and China to circumvent the 25%

US duty.
* Compliance: Portuguese firms must
conduct deep audits of any contracts tied to

the Interior Ministry as corruption
investigations expand.

* Technology: Avoid implementing purely

digital critical administrative processes
(like national exams) without offline
fallback systems until platform stability is
proven.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is focused on responding
to acute crises in trade, election law, and
domestic services. The common thread is the
use of emergency regulatory powers to
stabilize or manipulate current systems.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Save American Act (US): Proposed by
Trump and GOP to mandate federal
identification and restrict mail-in voting to
"ensure integrity."

Fuel Margin Cap Proposal (Portugal): A
temporary measure to allow the

government to set maximum margins on

gas and diesel to prevent "distortions."

Constitutional Revision (Portugal):
Debated in the "State of the Nation" with
the Right possessing a 2/3 majority to
potentially "gut" current constitutional
protections.

Mecanismo de Continuidade Territorial
(Azores): A bill to support mobility and
reimbursements for island residents,
currently stalled by CTT and travel
agencies.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

State of the Nation Debate (Portugal):
A 4-hour session where PM Montenegro
defended the government against
accusations of "decomposition."

Trump's Election Integrity Speech:
Scheduled for 2:00 AM (Lisbon time) to
announce new "fraud" evidence.

Urgent Exam Crisis Hearing: Scheduled
for July 17 in the Portuguese Parliament,

requested by PCP and Chega.

KEY STORIES

Portuguese Exam ¢grading collapse:
Ongoing delays in grade publication for

160,000 students due to platform failures

and teacher shortages.
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US-Iran conflict escalation: Sixth night
of US strikes against Bandar Abbas and
other military targets; Iran threatens Strait
of Hormuz.

US-Brazil "Tarifaco": US imposes 25%
tariff on 4,000 Brazilian products, targeting
ethanol and machinery.

Portugal Political Poll: PS and AD tied at
29%; Chega support drops; 41% rate the
government as bad.

Luis Neves Ethics Scandal: Interior
Minister failed to declare wife's business

interests; PJ contracts worth €2M under
scrutiny.
Ukraine Government Reshulffle:

Zelensky fires Defense Minister Michael
Fedorov amid military modernization
disputes.

Barroso Lithium Mine Controversy:
Local resistance in Boticas to the massive
open-pit mine; allegations of political
pressure on EU lists.

Venezuela Earthquake Disaster: Death
toll confirmed at 4,930 people with 16,740
injured; massive humanitarian crisis.

Portugal Health Crisis: ERs indisposed
and surgical blocks paralyzed as doctors
refuse overtime over pay cuts.

Trump "Fraud" Announcement: Trump
promises new documents regarding the
2020 election to push the Save American
Act.

Ponte Morandi Sentencing: Former
highway CEO gets 12 years for the 2018
bridge collapse in Italy.

Fuel Price Investigation: Portuguese
Minister Maria da Graca Carvalho gives

regulator 20 days to explain price
asymmetries.

* Azores Mobility Dispute: CTT refusing to
reimburse islanders under the new
Territorial Continuity mechanism.

* Zaragoza Forest Fires: Over 600 people
evacuated as 4,500 hectares burn in
Northern Spain.

* Argentina Soccer Controversy: FIFA
investigating  Argentine  players for
displaying an "Argentine Malvinas" banner
after beating England.

* ATl Nutritional Scandal: Trofa Health
Group patient receives Al-generated diet

from Google's "Germany" tool instead of a
medical analysis.

* Child Abuse Arrest: 69-year-old man in
Serpa arrested for the "shaken baby" death
of a 3-month-old infant.

* Keir Starmer Resignation: Labor Party
seeks new leader following Burnham and
Starmer shift.

* EU Data Privacy Ruling: EU Court allows
seizure of work emails without judicial
warrant.

* Faro Motorcycle Concentration: 44th
edition brings 20,000 bikers to the Algarve
amid economic and border issues.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.
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Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproj
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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