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US-IRAN: STRATEGIC BRIEFING —
INFRASTRUCTURE WAR & DOMESTIC DESTABILIZATION

EXTERNAL KINETIC CONFLICT
(US-LED)

SYSTEMIC INFRASTRUCTURE

ATTRITION: Khamir Bridges,
Bandar Abbas Airport,
Chabahar Tower.

Aim: Isolate Southern Zone.

KUWAIT

& QATAR /‘/"

IRANIAN RETALIATION'
Utility Disruptions (38+ Dead,
400+ Injured in South Iran)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPIC:
Armed Conflict & Militarization
(Transition to ‘Infrastructure War’,
Suicide Drones, Missile Tech)

US FORCES

0 TREND: Logistics Isolation as
\',/ Pre-Invasive Strategy

/4 Destroying supply arteries to create
0 ‘logistics islands” in southern coastal
provinces.
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INTERNAL REGIME FRACTURE
(MOSSAD-LINKED)

MOSSAD GROOMING
ALLEGATIONS &
INSURANCE POLICY

IRGC LEADERSHIP
(Paranoia & Factionalism)

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPIC:
Information Warfare & Disinformation
(Weaponized Leaks to Induce Paranoia,
‘Brothers of the Jetty’ Smuggling Files)

ELITE INFIGHTING:

Threat of ‘Mutually Assured Exposure’
% (IRGC Shadow Economy vs.

Ahmadinejad Files)

TREND: Regime Transition Allegations
Mossad-linked succession plan triggers
domestic crisis; Fear of internal betrayal
and factional defection.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

®  Systemic Infrastructure Attrition
m (Severing national logistics)

@ Regime Transition Allegations
@B (Mossad plan triggers crisis)

N 2 Regional Proxy Escalation
2N

®

)

(Houthi/Bab al-Mandab threat, Kurdish strikes in Iraq)

)
oy

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT (EMERGENCY STATE)

US as Precise, Ruthless Power
(Destabilizing regime via kinetic means)

Iran as Wounded, Chaotic Entity
(Internal espionage priority)

Ahmadinejad as Pawn
(High-stakes intelligence game)

X A

CURRENCY DEVALUATION: ENERGY VOLATILITY: UTILITY FAILURE: SHADOW ECONOMY RISK:
Rial at Record Low Houthi Bab al-Mandab Kuwaiti & Iranian ‘Brothers of the Jetty’
(191,000/$) Threat Spikes Global Prices  Water/Power Grids Vulnerable Exposure Disrupts

(Humanitarian Crisis Risk)

Essential Imports

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISK ASSESSMENT

SHORTTERM  MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM
(1-4 Weeks) (1-6 Months) (1-5 Years)
SR R B MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM
1-4 Weeks 1-6 Months 1-5 Years
Severe Utility ~ Ahmadinejad Files  Logistics Node

Destruction leads
to Balkanization
of Southern Iran

Shortages, Houthi  Trigger Elite Purge,
Blockade Risk  Possible US Base
Withdrawal

REGIONAL WATER/POWER CRISIS
! . (High Risk, Catastrophic Impact):
®) Attacks trigger humanitarian collapse

IRANIAN DOMESTIC FACTIONAL WAR
(Moderate Risk, Regime Collapse Impact):

IRGC vs. Ahmadinejad loyalists

GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCK
! . (High Risk, Global Recession Impact):
Houthi-led closure of Bab al-Mandab

EDITORIAL POSTURE: 70% US-Iran War Focus, High Alert Tone. KEY STORIES: US Strikes, Mossad Scandal, Bab al-Mandab Threat.
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US-IRAN KINETIC CONFLICT
ESCALATES TO SYSTEMIC
INFRASTRUCTURE DESTRUCTION
AMID REPORTS OF MOSSAD-LED
REGIME SUCCESSION PLANNING

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the United States and
Iran has entered a critical new phase,
transitioning from peripheral skirmishes to
the systemic destruction of high-value civil
and military infrastructure. Over the last five
nights of sustained operations, U.S. forces
have targeted essential logistics hubs in
southern Iran, including the destruction of six
strategic bridges in the Khamir region, the
coastal tower in Chabahar, and Bandar Abbas
International Airport. These strikes appear
designed to isolate southern military zones
and paralyze the IRGC'’s regional
maneuverability. Iran has responded with
reciprocal attacks against U.S. bases in
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, and Syria, specifically
claiming a drone strike on a U.S. special

operations command center in Tanf, Syria.

Simultaneously, a massive information
operation or deep internal leak has surfaced

involving  former  President = Mahmoud

Ahmadinejad. Reports from major
international outlets claim Ahmadinejad was
groomed by Mossad as a potential transition
leader for a post-Islamic Republic
government. This narrative has exacerbated
existing factional fissures within the Iranian
elite, pitting the IRGC against Ahmadinejad’s
loyalists. The former president allegedly holds
an ‘"insurance policy" in the form of
documents detailing illicit TRGC smuggling
operations, known as the "Brothers of the
Jetty," creating a  volatile domestic
environment where the threat of civil war or a
radical purge is imminent.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Systemic Infrastructure Attrition: U.S.
strikes have moved beyond tactical targets
to severing national logistics and energy
vectors.

o Destruction of bridges in Khamir and
Bandar Abbas designed to isolate
southern naval assets from central
command.

o Iranian retaliatory strikes hitting Kuwaiti
water desalination and power

infrastructure, causing regional utility

o Reported casualties from July attacks
exceed 38 deaths and 400 injuries in
southern Iran.

* Regime Transition Allegations: The
surfacing of a mossad-linked succession
plan involving Ahmadinejad has triggered a
domestic crisis.

o Claims that Mossad and U.S. intelligence
identified Ahmadinejad as a stable

o IRGC leadership remains in a state of
high alert, fearing internal betrayal and
factional defection amid the war.
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* Regional Proxy Escalation: Conflict
spillover is impacting neutral third parties
and regional energy routes.

o Iran-linked calls for Houthis to close the
Bab al-Mandab strait to counter U.S.
naval pressure.

o IRGC strikes against Kurdish groups in
Iraq using drones and missiles near U.S.
facilities.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization:

e The transition to an "infrastructure war"
where civil assets like bridges and airports

are targeted to achieve military isolation.
* Deployment of "suicide drones" and
advanced missile tech by both U.S. and

Iranian forces across multiple regional
fronts.

Critical Infrastructure Security:

* Heightened vulnerability of regional water
and power grids, specifically in Kuwait and
southern Iranian cities.

* Significant damage to transportation
networks (bridges and railways) hindering

both military and civilian movement.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics:

* Fracturing of regional consensus as U.S.
allies (Kuwait, Bahrain) become direct
targets of Iranian retaliation.

* Narratives of foreign meddling in Iranian
succession planning driving a nationalist

siege mentality.

Information Warfare & Disinformation:

* The weaponization of intelligence leaks
(Ahmadinejad-Mossad reports) to induce

paranoia and infighting.

» Strategic use of female artistic
performances in Tehran to signal domestic
cultural resilience or regime defiance.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Logistics Isolation as a Pre-Invasive
Strategy

The U.S. targeting of bridges and airports in
southern Iran is not merely punitive; it
represents a systematic attempt to create
"logistics islands." By destroying the six
bridges in Khamir, the U.S. has effectively cut
off the main supply artery to the IRGC naval
hubs. This trend suggests a strategic
preparation for either a localized amphibious
operation or a long-term economic and
military siege intended to force a localized

collapse of governance in the coastal
provinces.

The "Insurance Policy" of Elite Corruption

The internal destabilization of Iran is being
driven by the threat of "mutually assured
exposure." Ahmadinejad’s alleged documents
on the "brothers of the jetty"—referring to
IRGC-run ports used for massive smuggling—
act as a deterrent against his arrest or
execution. This theme highlights the deep
entanglement of the Iranian security
apparatus in the shadow economy, which now
serves as a strategic vulnerability that can be
exploited by foreign intelligence or internal
rivals.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran is experiencing acute internal
polarization. The war has provided a pretext
for the regime to intensify domestic
crackdowns, evidenced by a reported 900
executions in the last six months and
increased internet filtering. However, elite
infighting has reached a fever pitch. The
Ahmadinejad-Mossad narrative, whether true
or a sophisticated psy-op, has effectively
neutered the former president's political
viability while simultaneously revealing the
regime's fear of his populist Dbase.
Factionalism is further complicated by the
IRGC's dual role as a military force and a
commercial mafia, whose economic interests
are being directly threatened by U.S. kinetic
strikes.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The broadcasts portray a regional security
environment that is rapidly fracturing. The
U.S. is framed as having abandoned
traditional "containment" in favor of "active
disruption," targeting infrastructure with little
regard for regional spillover. Iran, in turn, is
attempting to internationalize the pain by
targeting Kuwait and threatening global
shipping at Bab al-Mandab. The international
system is viewed through the lens of a
"Mongol-style" invasion—an anarchic, total-
war environment where historical norms of

sovereignty are increasingly ignored.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Iranian economy is in a state of
emergency, with markets pricing in the risk of
systemic infrastructure failure. The targeting

of desalination plants and power hubs has the
potential to trigger a humanitarian and

migration crisis.
Key Economic Vectors:

* Currency Devaluation: The rial has
reached a record low of 191,000 to the
dollar.

* Energy Volatility: Global markets are
reacting to Houthi/Iran threats to close the
Bab al-Mandab.

e Utility Failure: Hits on Kuwaiti water and
electricity infrastructure threaten
lination i

* Shadow Economy Risk: Exposure of IRGC
smuggling rings ("Brothers of the Jetty")
could disrupt essential food and medicine
import chains.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political and military leadership in the region
is undergoing rapid, involuntary shifts driven
by war and espionage scandals.

* Mahmoud Ahmadinejad: Currently in a
state of political limbo; while not arrested,
he is effectively isolated and under

surveillance following Mossad grooming
allegations.

* IRGC "Brothers of the Jetty": A nebulous
faction of IRGC commanders whose

economic empire is being targeted for
exposure by internal rivals.

* Ukrainian Defense Leadership: Mention
of the dismissal of the Defense Minister
amid domestic  protests and war
mobilization pressures.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcast exhibits a clear prioritization of
the U.S.-Iran infrastructure war, which
receives nearly 70% of the airtime. The
network maintains a tone of high alert,
focusing on the tactical details of bridge and
airport destructions. The second-tier story is
the Ahmadinejad "Mossad files," which is
treated with analytical skepticism but high
urgency. Buried stories include the newborn
atrophy screening in the UK and the
legalization of tattoos in South Korea, both of
which serve as "soft news" distractors from
the primary war narrative.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext reveals a world in which the U.S.
acts with aggressive, calculated violence to
destabilize a regime that is itself internally
rotting and factionalized. The "outside world"
is no longer a diplomatic arena but a kinetic
one.

* United States: Portrayed as a precise but
ruthless power, willing to target civilian-
adjacent infrastructure to achieve strategic
goals.

e Iran: Depicted as a wounded, chaotic
entity where the leadership is more
concerned with internal espionage than
national defense.

* Mahmoud Ahmadinejad: Framed as a

potential puppet or pawn in a high-stakes

intelligence game between Mossad and the
IRGC.

* Kuwait: Portrayed as a vulnerable
bystander, caught in the crossfire of utility-
focused retaliation.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The day is dominated by "leak-based warfare."
The dissemination of reports regarding
Ahmadinejad and Mossad is a textbook
psychological operation intended to induce
regime paranoia. Simultaneously, the Iranian
government is using public cultural events,
like the performance by singer Julia Boutros,
to project an image of stability and normalcy
to both domestic and foreign audiences,
despite the ongoing infrastructure attrition.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The targeting of bridges in Khamir likely
precedes a ground-based isolation of
southern Iranian ports.

e The Bab al-Mandab strait will likely see
Houthi-led kinetic disruptions within the
next two weeks.

e Internal Iranian factionalism will lead to a
violen
the medium term.

r f IR nomi res in

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect severe
utility shortages in southern Iran and Kuwait.
Possible Houthi attempts to blockade Bab al-
Mandab could cause an immediate global oil
price spike.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
Ahmadinejad files could trigger a systemic
realignment of the Iranian security apparatus,
leading to widespread elite arrests. US base
withdrawals from northern Syria (Tanf) may
be finalized.
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Long Term (1-5 Years): The destruction of
key logistics nodes could lead to the
balkanization of southern Iran, as central
governance becomes unable to project power
across severed logistics lines.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Regional Water/Power Crisis: Attacks on
Kuwaiti and Iranian utilities could trigger
humanitarian collapse. Triggers: Further
hits on desalination plants. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic regional unrest.
Mitigations: International mediation on
utility targeting.

* Iranian Domestic Factional War:
Conflict between IRGC and Ahmadinejad

loyalists. Triggers: Official arrest of
Ahmadinejad or exposure of IRGC
smuggling files. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Regime collapse or civil war.
Mitigations: Factional compromise.

* Global Energy Shock: Houthi-led closure
of Bab al-Mandab. Triggers: IRGC orders
for proxy escalation. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Global economic
Mitigations: International naval escort
operations.

recession.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Lack of independent damage assessment
for the Tanf special ops center.

* Verification of the authenticity of the
Ahmadinejad M fil

* Actual casualty figures from bridge strikes
in Khamir, which may be higher than the

reported 38.

* Clear data on the current operational
status of Kuwaiti lination plants post-
strike.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Purge psy-op": The Ahmadinejad-
Mossad leak is not a foreign intelligence
success, but a deep IRGC operation to justify
the total elimination of political opposition
under the guise of national security during
wartime.

Strategic De-escalation Mask: The

infrastructure war is actually a performative
high-stakes negotiation tactic where both
sides are destroying non-essential assets to
save face while secretly discussing a new
regional security framework.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the protection of regional utility
grids, particularly
electricityy, to prevent humanitarian
collapse.

* Prepare for a surge in refugees from

southern Iranian provinces as logistics
failure impacts food supplies.

desalination and

* Engage in backchannel diplomacy with all

Iranian factions to prevent elite war.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: Reduce
reliance on Bab al-Mandab shipping routes

immediately due to escalating Houthi
threats.

* Energy Hedging: Price in a significant

risk of infrastructure-driven oil supply
shocks.
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* Cyber Vigilance: Expect retaliatory
Iranian cyberattacks against international

news and intelligence infrastructure.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Discussions regarding internet filtering laws
and medical regulations in South Korea were
noted alongside UK health screening updates.

* Korean Tattoo Legalization: Debate over
whether non-medical tattoos should remain
illegal.

* UK SMA Screening: Proposal for newborn
atrophy screening in British hospitals.

KEY STORIES

* US Strikes Southern Iran: Sustained
night-and-day bombardment of
infrastructure including six bridges in
Khamir, Abbas airport, and
Chabahar coastal tower. Total casualties 38
dead, 400 injured.

Bandar

* Ahmadinejad Mossad Scandal: Reports
from Haaretz and NYT allege Mossad
grooming of Ahmadinejad for leadership
transition. Ahmadinejad claims to have
insurance files on IRGC smuggling.

* Iran Retaliates in Syria and Kuwait:
Iran targeted U.S. special ops center in
Syria and hit Kuwaiti utilities in response to
southern Iranian bridge destructions.

* Bab al-Mandab Threat: Iran-linked actors
calling for the closure of the Bab al-Mandab
strait to counter U.S. naval activity.

* Trauma of Child Soldiers: Analysis of the
long-term psychological impact on
individuals enlisted as children in prior
Iranian conflicts.

* Julia Boutros in Tehran: Performance by
Lebanese singer Julia Boutros on Tehran

streets viewed as a symbol of cultural

resilience.

* Sleep Apnea Tech: Trials for the Zeus
sleep apnea device using
stimulation.

muscle

s UK SMA Screening: Introduction of

newborn screening for spinal muscular
atrophy in the UK.

* Mongol Invasion History: Trans-
historical comparison of modern warfare to

the Mongol conquest of Iran.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
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relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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