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STRIKES AND RIAL COLLAPSE
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UNRESTRICTED REGIONAL

WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The geopolitical landscape on July 18, 2026, is

defined  by  a  sharp  escalation  in  kinetic

exchanges  between  the  United  States  and

Iran,  marked by  the  systematic  targeting  of

critical  infrastructure.  U.S.  CENTCOM  has

conducted a series of strikes against Iranian

transport  hubs  in  Hormozgan  and  the

Chabahar port tower, while Iran has retaliated

with  drone  and  missile  strikes  against  U.S.

and allied assets in Kuwait, Bahrain, Jordan,

and  Syria.  This  shift  to  targeting  "dual-use"

infrastructure—bridges,  roads,  and  energy

facilities—represents a dangerous new phase

of the conflict where the line between military

and  civilian  assets  is  increasingly  blurred.

Iran claims at least 38 fatalities resulting from

these  latest  strikes,  including  civilians,  and

has formally  categorized the U.S.  actions  as

war crimes.

Simultaneously,  the  Iranian  economy  is

undergoing  a  catastrophic  failure.  The  Rial

has  plummeted to  a  record low of  191,000

per  USD,  a  direct  consequence  of  the

intensifying  conflict  and  the  tightening  U.S.

naval  blockade  in  the  Sea  of  Oman.  The

economic  contagion  is  spreading  to  allied

regional  states,  with  Iranian-backed  forces

targeting  energy  and  water  desalination

plants  in  Kuwait,  threatening  the  vital

resources of U.S. partners. This convergence

of  military  escalation  and  economic  warfare

suggests  a  "maximum  pressure"  campaign

from  Washington  met  by  an  "asymmetric

retaliation"  strategy  from  Tehran,  aimed  at

making  the  regional  security  environment

untenable for U.S. interests.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Direct  Military  Escalation  in  Southern

Iran

U.S.  forces  targeted  at  least  six  strategic

bridges in the Hormozgan province, aiming

to  sever  transport  lines between  Bandar

Abbas and the interior.

The  Chabahar  port  tower  and  various

railway  junctions  were  struck,  with  local

reports  indicating  widespread  destruction

of logistical hubs.

Iran reported the deaths of 38 people and

over  400  injuries  in  the  past  week  of

strikes, including non-combatants.

Regional Retaliatory Strikes by IRGC and

Proxies

Iran  launched  drone  attacks  against  a

power plant and water desalination facility

in  Kuwait,  explicitly  linking  the  halt  of

attacks to the restoration of security on the

southern coast.
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U.S.  bases  in  Tanf  (Syria),  Al-Azraq

(Jordan),  and  facilities  in  Bahrain  and

Oman were targeted by multiple drone and

missile volleys.

Two U.S. military personnel were killed in

Jordan during  a  missile  attack  on  a  U.S.

outpost.

Total Iranian Currency Collapse

The  Rial  hit  an  all-time  low  of  191,000

against  the  USD  in  the  free  market,

triggering hyperinflation fears.

Complementary  currency  shocks  saw  the

British Pound reach 256,000 Rial and the

Euro trade at 218,000 Rial.

Stock markets saw a massive capital flight,

with  26-27  trillion  Toman  leaving  the

market as investors flee geopolitical risk.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Critical Infrastructure Security

The  U.S.  has  adopted  a  doctrine  of

targeting  dual-use  infrastructure,  arguing

that  bridges  and  roads  supporting  the

military  are  legitimate  targets,  while  Iran

labels these attacks as war crimes.

Communication  infrastructure  has  been

severely  crippled,  with  116  cell  towers

reportedly  out  of  commission  in

Hormozgan.

Water  and  energy  security  in  the  Persian

Gulf  is  under  direct  threat,  evidenced  by

the strike on Kuwaiti desalination plants.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Iran has suspended its commitments to the

Islamabad Agreement  in  response  to  U.S.

strikes.

The  U.S.  White  House  has  defended  its

actions  as  necessary  to  thwart  Iranian

threats in the Strait of Hormuz.

European nations,  specifically  France  and

Germany, are reportedly proposing a return

to negotiations to avoid a full-scale regional

war.

Terrorism & Asymmetric Threats

A  39-year-old  man  was  arrested  in

Liverpool,  UK,  for  alleged  ties  to  Iranian

intelligence  services  and  planning

operations against British interests.

IRGC forces attacked a Komala party camp

near  Sulaymaniyah,  Iraq,  resulting  in  9

deaths, as part of a broader crackdown on

dissident groups.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of "Shadow Warfare"

The  current  conflict  has  transitioned  from

covert  operations  to  open  infrastructure

destruction.  The  U.S.  strategy  of  targeting

Iranian  logistical  hubs reflects  a  move  to

physically  degrade  Iran's  ability  to  project

power  and  supply  its  regional  proxies.  This

trend is mirrored by Iran’s unabashed claims

of responsibility for attacks on U.S. bases and

allied  economic  assets,  indicating  a  mutual

abandonment of plausible deniability.

Economic Attrition as a Strategic Pillar

The currency collapse in Tehran is being used

as  a  primary  weapon of  war.  By  coupling  a

naval  blockade  in  the  Sea  of  Oman  with

targeted  strikes  on  domestic  transport,  the

U.S. is squeezing the Iranian domestic market

to  the  point  of  social  instability.  The

hyperinflationary  environment is  now  the
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most significant internal threat to the Islamic

Republic's survival.

The "Dual-Use" Legal Battle

A major thematic pillar is the legal and moral

contest over targeting infrastructure. The U.S.

argues that any facility used by the IRGC is a

valid  military  target,  whereas  Iran  is

appealing  to  the  UN and  international  law,

framing the destruction of bridges and water

plants  as  crimes  against  humanity  and  war

crimes against a civilian population.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran  is  facing  a  severe  crisis  of  internal

stability,  exacerbated by the military conflict

and economic meltdown. The Rial's crash has

decimated  household  savings,  leading  to

widespread anxiety. Furthermore, the case of

Toomaj  Salehi,  the  rap  artist  who  remains

imprisoned and has been used as a symbol of

the  "Woman,  Life,  Freedom"  movement,

highlights the persistent social  fracture. The

state continues to use harsh crackdowns and

death sentences to maintain order, even as it

faces  external  military  pressure.  There  are

reports  of  Starlink  being  used  clandestinely

within the country, with an estimated 50,000

to  100,000  terminals  active,  suggesting  a

significant portion of the population is actively

bypassing  state  information  controls.  Elite

infighting is also hinted at, as factions debate

whether to return to the negotiating table or

pursue full-scale mobilization.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is portraying Iran as

a regional spoiler that is increasingly isolated

but  dangerous.  The  U.S.  posture is  one  of

active containment and physical  degradation

of Iranian capacity. Washington is leveraging

its alliances with Kuwait, Jordan, and Bahrain

to  create  a  regional  defense  shield,  though

this shield is currently being tested by Iranian

drone saturation. Russia and China appear as

critical but silent backers of Tehran, providing

economic and diplomatic support that allows

the Islamic Republic  to  resist  U.S.  pressure.

The  framing  of  the  U.S.  as  an  "imperialist

aggressor"  by  Iranian  state  media  is  being

pushed  heavily  to  maintain  domestic  and

regional support among proxy networks.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Iranian  economic  environment  is  in  a

state  of  terminal  decline,  characterized  by

currency volatility and capital flight. The rapid

devaluation of the Rial has created a liquidity

crisis and is  expected to  drive  inflation into

triple  digits.  The  regional  energy  market  is

also  reacting  to  the  targeting  of  Kuwaiti

infrastructure, with global oil markets pricing

in  the  risk  of  a  closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.

Key Economic Vectors:

Currency: USD/Rial  at  191,000;  GBP/Rial

at  256,000;  Euro/Rial  at  218,000 (Market

Data).

Capital  Markets: 26-27  trillion  Toman

outflow from Tehran Stock Exchange in one

week.

Commodities: Gold  coins  reaching  185

million Toman.

Trade Infrastructure: Severe damage to

Hormozgan  transport  bridges disrupting

internal supply chains.

Energy: Direct attacks on Kuwaiti  energy

and water hubs.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant  shifts  are  occurring  in  both

military and political  spheres as  the conflict

intensifies.

U.S. CENTCOM Leadership: Directed by

President Trump to intensify infrastructure

strikes,  signaling  a  shift  toward  a  more

aggressive,  non-containment-based

strategy.

Iranian  Ministry  of  Health: Under

scrutiny  for  reporting  civilian  casualty

counts that are being used as the basis for

international war crime claims.

Toomaj  Salehi  /  Political  Prisoners:

Salehi  remains  a  central  symbol  of  the

opposition; his continued imprisonment or

potential  execution  is  a  key  indicator  of

regime hardline sentiment.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  lead  stories  for  the  day  are

dominated  by  the  U.S.-Iran  kinetic

escalation and the Rial collapse. These are

presented  with  high  urgency  and  a  somber,

analytic  tone.  Buried  stories  include  the

Earth-like  planet  discovery and  the

London sleep apnea trials,  which serve as

distracting, high-interest science fillers amidst

the war coverage. The emotional tone is one

of  looming  regional  catastrophe,  with  heavy

emphasis  on  the  legal  and  humanitarian

implications of targeting infrastructure. There

is a conspicuous omission of detailed Chinese

or Russian reactions to the specific bridge

strikes, which would be critical for assessing

global escalation risks.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing places the U.S. and Iran in

a zero-sum, high-stakes battle. World leaders

are  portrayed  through  their  strategic

competence and military resolve.

COUNTRIES

Iran: Portrayed as a resilient but cornered

adversary,  suffering  heavy  infrastructure

damage  but  capable  of  lethal  asymmetric

retaliation.

United States: Framed as a dominant but

aggressive  military  actor,  currently

prioritizing physical degradation of Iranian

assets over diplomatic solutions.

Kuwait: Portrayed  as  a  vulnerable  ally

caught  in  the  crossfire  of  the  U.S.-Iran

dispute.

LEADERS

Donald Trump: Characterized as decisive

and aggressive, having ordered the shift to

targeting "dual-use" infrastructure.

Ali  Khamenei  (legacy)  /  New

Leadership: Subtext suggests a leadership

in  high-stress  deliberation,  weighing  total

mobilization against potential collapse.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

IRGC: Framed as the primary instrument

of retaliation, increasingly targeting civilian

infrastructure in neighboring states.

Komala  Party: Portrayed  as  a  victim  of

IRGC  internal  purges and  cross-border

aggression.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

A fierce war of narratives is underway. Iran is

seeding the narrative of "U.S. War Crimes" by

focusing  on  the  destruction  of  bridges  and

water plants. The U.S. is countering with the

"Dual-Use Infrastructure" narrative, justifying

strikes  by  claiming  these  assets  facilitate

military  transport.  The  Rial's  crash is  being

messaged  by  the  U.S.  as  a  sign  of  regime

failure,  while Tehran frames it  as "economic

terrorism" by the West.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Infrastructure  Paralysis: Continued

strikes  on  bridges  and  railway  junctions

will  lead  to  the  physical  isolation of

southern  Iranian  ports,  causing  a  total

collapse of domestic supply chains.

Regional Energy Shock: If Iran continues

to target Kuwaiti and Emirati desalination/

energy  plants,  a  major  regional

humanitarian and economic crisis is likely

within weeks.

Rial  Hyperinflation: Without  significant

intervention from China or Russia, the Rial

could  reach  250,000  per  USD by  next

month,  likely  triggering  massive  civil

unrest.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intensified

drone  swarms  against  U.S.  bases  in  Jordan

and Syria as Iran seeks revenge for the bridge

strikes.  Domestic  unrest  in  Iran  will  likely

spike as food prices react to the Rial collapse.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Possible U.S.

blockade  of  Iranian  oil  exports if  kinetic

escalation  continues,  potentially  driving

global  oil  prices  significantly  higher.

Diplomatic  backchannels  through  Oman  or

Qatar  will  be  the  only  preventative  against

total war.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  permanent

restructuring  of  regional  security,  with

Pakistan  and  Turkey possibly  being  drawn

into a broader sectarian or regional conflict if

the U.S.-Iran war remains hot.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Total Iranian Economic Collapse: Rapid

currency  devaluation  leads  to

hyperinflation  and  social  breakdown.

Triggers: Further  Rial  depreciation  past

200k/USD.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Catastrophic  social  unrest  and  state

fragility.  Mitigations: Emergency  capital

injections from Russia/China or immediate

ceasefire.

Closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz: Iran

mines the strait or uses anti-ship missiles to

block transit.  Triggers: Threat  to  Iranian

oil  terminals  in  Kharg.  Likelihood:

Medium-High. Impact: Global energy crisis

and 50%+ spike in oil prices. Mitigations:

U.S.  naval  escort  operations  and  de-

escalation of bridge strikes.

Regional  Proxy  War  Contagion: IRGC

proxy attacks expand into civilian centers

in GCC states. Triggers: Continued strikes

on  Iranian  domestic  infrastructure.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Regional

instability and potential for direct GCC-Iran

conflict.  Mitigations: Restoring  the

Islamabad  Agreement  or  similar  security

pacts.
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Cyber/Infrastructure  Breakdown:

Continued strikes on cell towers and power

plants  in  Iran  leads  to  a  total

communications  blackout.  Triggers: U.S.

targeting  of  Tehran-based  servers/hubs.

Likelihood: Medium.  Impact: Loss  of

state  control  and  inability  to  coordinate

emergency services.  Mitigations: Civilian

infrastructure protection agreements.

Direct  U.S.-Iran  Military  Clash:

Accidental or intentional sinking of a major

naval  asset.  Triggers: Close-quarters

maneuvering  in  the  Persian  Gulf.

Likelihood: Medium.  Impact: Escalation

to  full-scale,  uncontained  war.

Mitigations: Establishing  direct  military-

to-military deconfliction lines.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Chinese  Strategic  Patience: The

transcripts  lack  detail  on  at  what  point

Beijing will intervene to protect its energy

interests in the region.

Russian  Military  Support: There  is  no

mention of Russian electronic warfare or

air  defense  systems  being  deployed  to

protect Iranian infrastructure.

Internal IRGC Command Integrity: It is

unclear  if  hardline  IRGC  factions  are

operating  independently  of  the  central

leadership in their retaliatory strikes.

Casualty  Verification: The  "38  deaths"

figure is provided by Iranian state sources

and has not been independently verified by

neutral international bodies.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Infrastructure Strikes as a De-escalation

Strategy: It is possible that the U.S. is hitting

bridges  specifically  to  bottleneck  military

movement as  a  way  to  prevent  a  larger

ground war, rather than as a prelude to one.

By making the cost of mobilization too high,

Washington might be forcing Tehran toward a

"collapse  or  talk"  scenario.  Black  Swan: A

bridge strike accidentally hits a high-ranking

Chinese  diplomat,  dragging  Beijing  into  the

conflict as an active combatant.

The Rial Crash as a Controlled Burn: The

Iranian  regime  might  be  purposefully

allowing  the  Rial  to  crash to  wipe  out

domestic debt or to galvanize the population

against "foreign economic terrorists" before a

planned  re-denomination.  This  would  be  a

high-risk  strategy  to  maintain  nationalist

fervor.  Black  Swan: The  Rial  collapse

triggers  a  military  coup from  mid-level

officers who can no longer afford to feed their

families.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Immediate  establishment  of  protected

civilian  infrastructure  zones (hospitals,

water,  communication)  through  UN

mediation  to  prevent  a  humanitarian

catastrophe.

Diplomatic pressure on China and Russia

to  serve  as  third-party  guarantors  for  a

temporary ceasefire.

Increased  monitoring  of  Iranian  proxy

activities in  non-combatant  zones  in

Europe and the UK.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Divert  all  logistics  away

from Bandar  Abbas  and  southern  Iranian

routes; expect long-term disruptions in the

Strait of Hormuz.

Currency  Risk: Hedging  against  GCC

currencies as Iranian retaliatory strikes on

energy  infrastructure  could  destabilize

regional economies.

Tech/Cyber: Increase  security  protocols

for  any  infrastructure-related  tech  in  the

Middle  East,  as  cyber-retaliation is  a

high-probability Iranian response.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative action has been reactive, focusing

on  war  powers  and  economic  sanctions.

Discussions have centered on the legality  of

targeting infrastructure and the suspension of

international agreements.

Islamabad  Agreement  Suspension:

Iran's  formal  suspension  of  nuclear/

regional  commitments in  response  to

strikes.

War  Crime  Petitions: Iran’s  Health

Ministry  and  legal  teams  submitting

reports to the UN regarding infrastructure

targeting.

U.S.  Infrastructure  Doctrine:

Presidential directive authorizing strikes on

dual-use logistical hubs.

KEY STORIES

U.S.  Strikes  on  Iranian  Logistics:

CENTCOM  targeted  multiple  bridges  and

the Chabahar tower in Hormozgan, causing

at  least  38  deaths  and disabling  116 cell

towers.

Iranian  Retaliation  in  Kuwait: IRGC

drone  strikes  hit  desalination  and  power

plants,  threatening  regional  water  and

energy security.

Rial Freefall: The Iranian Rial hit 191,000

against the USD, causing a massive capital

flight from the Tehran Stock Exchange.

U.S.  Personnel  Killed  in  Jordan: Two

U.S. soldiers killed in a missile strike on an

outpost near the Syrian border.

Arrest  in  Liverpool: British  police

arrested a man for suspected ties to Iranian

intelligence and operational planning.

IRGC Strike on Komala: A missile attack

on a Kurdish dissident camp in Iraq killed 9

people.

Starlink  Expansion  in  Iran: Reports

indicate up to 100,000 terminals are being

used to bypass state internet blackouts.

Vivatech 2026: A global technology fair in

Paris  featured  AI-driven  medical  and

robotic innovations, providing a brief non-

conflict narrative.

New  Planet  Atmosphere  Discovery:

NASA  and  European  scientists  confirmed

the atmosphere of an Earth-like exoplanet

49 light-years away.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260718_060000


Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

