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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

FACES A CONVERGENCE OF

MILITARY STALEMATE IN IRAN,

INSTITUTIONAL DECAY THROUGH

CORRUPTION SCANDALS, AND

DEEPENING DOMESTIC

INSTABILITY AS IT INTENSIFIES

ELECTION DENIALISM AHEAD OF

THE 2026 MIDTERMS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  political  landscape  on  July  18,  2026,  is

characterized  by  a  "whole  of  government"

effort  to  resurrect  2020  election  conspiracy

theories as a pretext for federal intervention

in  the  upcoming  2026  midterm  elections.

President Trump’s recent prime time address

and  a  subsequent  document  dump  failed  to

provide evidence of fraud, with even internal

advisors  admitting  no  evidence  of  vote-

flipping exists.  Simultaneously,  the

administration  is  exerting  pressure  on  state

officials,  with  DHS  Secretary  Markwayne

Mullin threatening prison time for those who

refuse  to  comply  with  federal  demands  to

purge voter rolls.

In  the  Middle  East,  the  war  in  Iran  has

entered its 140th day, evolving into a "forever

war" characterized by a tactical stalemate and

high political costs. Recent escalations include

the deaths of two more U.S. service members

in  Jordan  and  retaliatory  strikes  on  civilian

infrastructure that  analysts  warn  may

constitute  war  crimes.  Domestically,  these

external  shocks  are  reflected  in  surging

energy  prices,  with  gas  hitting  $4.50  per

gallon,  further  depressing  the  President’s

approval ratings, which have stagnated in the

low 30s.

Institutional integrity is further compromised

by  a  series  of  corruption  scandals  involving

high-level  officials  and  the  President’s

personal  business  ventures.  Acting  Attorney

General  Todd Blanche faces intense scrutiny

over the handling of Epstein files and conflicts

of  interest  stemming  from his  prior  role  as

Trump’s  defense  lawyer.  Meanwhile,  the

administration's  immigration  crackdown  has

triggered  a  national  wave  of  protests

following  the  fatal  shooting of  a  Colombian

national  by  an  ICE officer  with  a  history  of

severe mental health struggles, highlighting a

systemic  failure  in  the  agency's  hiring  and

vetting processes.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Iran Conflict Escalation and Deadlock:

The war reaches its 140th day with no clear

exit  strategy;  Centcom  confirms  two  U.S.

troops  killed and  one  missing  in  Jordan;

Both  sides  are  now  targeting  civilian

infrastructure (water/power plants).

Federal  Election  Interference

Campaign: Trump  administration

pressures states to cross-check voter rolls

with  federal  databases;  DHS  Secretary

threatens  jail  time for  non-compliant

election  officials;  Trump’s  "bombshell"

documents  are  debunked  by  his  own

advisors.
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ICE  Fatal  Shooting  and  Systemic

Vetting Failure: National protests erupt in

70+ locations over the shooting of Johann

Sebastian  Guerrero;  Revelations  emerge

that  officer  David  Brulotte  had  bipolar

disorder and a history of domestic violence

yet  was  hired  during  a  massive  hiring

surge.

Systemic  Institutional  Corruption:

Acting  AG  Todd  Blanche’s  confirmation

hangs  by  a  thread following  a

"demoralizing"  meeting  with  Epstein

survivors; Trump’s teleprompter operator is

suspended  for  insider  trading on  speech

content;  Trump  Media  pitches  $100k

monthly fees for priority access to market-

moving posts.

Environmental  and  Climate  Crisis:

"Code  Maroon"  hazardous  air  quality

engulfs  the  Midwest due  to  Canadian

wildfires;  Trump  blames  Canada and

threatens  pollution  tariffs;  Administration

has shuttered labs studying wildfire health

impacts.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

conflict  with  Iran  is  depleting  critical  U.S.

munitions,  including  SM-3  and  THAAD

interceptors. The administration is reportedly

considering seizing Kharg Island to  escalate

economic  pressure,  despite  warnings  of  a

"fascist  takeover"  regarding  freedom  of

navigation in the Strait of Hormuz.

Civil  Unrest  &  Social  Order: Significant

civil unrest is manifest in nationwide protests

against  ICE  traffic  stops and  a  growing

"counterrevolution" at the state level against

federal  deportation  tactics.  In  Maine,

Democratic  voters  are  in  a  "mad  dash"  to

replace their Senate nominee following sexual

assault  allegations,  complicating  efforts  to

challenge Susan Collins.

Leadership  Dynamics  &  Governance: A

transition  toward  "competitive

authoritarianism"  is  noted,  where  the

administration  installs  loyalists in  key  roles

regardless of qualifications. The DNI nominee,

Jay Clayton,  notably refused to acknowledge

the  2020  election  results  during  his

confirmation hearing.

Information  Warfare  &  Disinformation:

The administration is accused of "flooding the

zone" with  nonsense  and  rehashed  data  to

create mistrust in election systems. Evidence

shows  Russian  actors  are  again  circulating

fake narratives linking mail-in voting to fraud

to assist Trump.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: The DOJ

and  DHS  are  weaponizing  intimidation

campaigns against  state  election  officials,

despite  losing  in  court  15  times on  these

specific  questions.  16  federal  judges  have

already ruled that states have no obligation to

provide the voter data DHS is demanding.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Monetization  of  the  Presidency: A

troubling  trend  has  emerged  where

government  information  is  treated  as  a  for-

profit  enterprise.  This  ranges  from  the

President’s social media company selling early

access  to  policy  announcements  to  a

teleprompter  operator allegedly  netting

$100,000 by betting on speech keywords. This

environment  reflects  a  broader  erosion  of

norms regarding  conflicts  of  interest  that

previously saw presidents divest from private

assets.
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Institutional  Decay  and  Loyalism: The

"iron fist" approach to governing has replaced

traditional  agency  independence  with  blind

loyalty.  This  is  most  visible  in  the  Justice

Department,  where the firewall  between the

White House and the DOJ has completely been

torn  down.  The  appointment  of  a  personal

defense  lawyer  to  Acting  Attorney  General

and  a  real  estate  executive  to  acting  DNI

signals a shift from competence to fealty.

Permanent  Crisis  and Scapegoating: The

administration utilizes "reality show producer

mode" to  distract  from  unpopular  policies.

When faced with a military stalemate in Iran

or an environmental disaster in the Midwest,

the response is  to find an external  "enemy,"

such as Canada for wildfire smoke or China

for supposed election meddling that his own

intel community previously dismissed.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Partisan  polarization  has  reached  a  level

where  the  Founders’  intent for  state-

controlled elections is being tested by federal

overreach.  Internal  GOP  dynamics  show  a

widening rift;  while  Trump focuses  on  2020

grievances,  Republican  senators  like  Bill

Cassidy warn  that  the  party  must  focus  on

"kitchen table" issues to avoid a "democratic

wave election." Trump’s approval is dropping

even  in  swing  states like  New  Hampshire,

where it has fallen ten points since February.

Institutional Decay: The Pew/Washington

Post  poll shows  65%  of  Americans

disapprove  of  Trump’s  handling  of  the

economy,  and  69%  disapprove  of  his

handling of Iran.

Social Instability: The ICE shootings have

created  a  "reign  of  terror" in  immigrant

communities,  prompting  calls  for  the

abolition of the agency and highlighting the

risks  of  removing  age  and  training

requirements for law enforcement.

Elite  Infighting: The  "demoralizing"

meeting  with  Epstein  survivors  has

galvanized  opposition to  Todd  Blanche,

with  even  some  Republicans  on  the

committee reported to be on the fence.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  U.S.  global  posture  is  framed  as

increasingly  isolationist  and  confrontational.

The  administration  refuses  to  recognize the

jurisdiction  of  the  International  Criminal

Court,  even  as  accusations  of  war  crimes

mount in the Iran theater. The "outside world"

is portrayed by the White House as a hostile

threat  matrix  where  Venezeula,  China,  and

Iran are actively sabotaging U.S. systems.

Antagonizing  Allies: Relations  with

Canada are  deteriorating as  Trump seeks

to  add  pollution  costs to  existing  tariffs.

Prime Minister Mark Carney is expected to

face  a  combative  call  regarding  forest

maintenance.

Middle East Quagmire: The failure of the

Memorandum of  Understanding with  Iran

has  led  the  Iranian  Supreme  Leader  to

declare  the  U.S.  President’s  signature

"worthless." U.S.  regional  influence  is

declining as the Strait of Hormuz remains a

flashpoint for shipping harassment.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The U.S. economy is severely impacted by the

protracted war in Iran, which has driven oil-
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linked  inflation.  While  overall  wages  are  up

3.5%,  matching  a  3.5%  inflation  rate,

consumers  remain  "underwater"  in  terms  of

purchasing power compared to pre-war levels.

There  is  a  notable  divergence in  economic

pain:  high-income  earners  have  absorbed

costs, while middle and lower-income families

have  significantly  cut  back  on  gasoline

purchases.

Energy  Costs: Gas  prices  are  $4.50  per

gallon;  although crude oil  has dropped to

$85  a  barrel,  pump  prices  have  not

followed  ("up  like  a  rocket,  down  like  a

feather").

Corporate  Winners: U.S.  oil  company

stocks are up almost 28% this year due to

higher  margins,  while  the S&P 500 is  up

9.6%.

Capital  Flows/Market  Moving: Trump

Media's  plan  to  sell  priority  access to

presidential  decision posts for $100,000 a

month  represents  a  significant  regulatory

risk regarding insider trading.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  current  administration  is  marked  by  a

cycle of installing loyalists while professionals

are resigning in protest or being fired (such as

the chief lawyer at the IRS).

Todd  Blanche  (Acting  AG): Faces  a

precarious  confirmation  margin in  the

Senate Committee;  accused of  prioritizing

political prosecutions of James Comey and

Letitia James over justice.

Jay Clayton (DNI Nominee): Questioned

for lacking national security experience and

refusing to state that Biden won the 2020

election.

Gabriel Perez (Teleprompter Operator): 

Under investigation for  allegedly profiting

$100,000 from  insider  information

regarding speech content.

Bill  Pulte  (Acting  DNI): Described  as

"really scared" after realization that people

could  die from  his  reckless  behavior  in

pushing election conspiracy theories.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network maintains an intensely skeptical

tone toward  the  Trump  administration,

frequently  contrasting  presidential  claims

with intelligence findings. Lead stories focus

on the threat to democracy and the "big lie,"

while environmental stories use fear-inducing

descriptors  like  "apocalyptic."  A  significant

buried story is  the creative accounting used

by the Pentagon to hide the true cost of the

Iran  war,  which  likely  exceeds  $100  billion.

There  is  a  conspicuous  omission  of  any

detailed  discussion  regarding  replacing  lost

U.S. aircraft in the conflict.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as a fracturing system

where  the  U.S.  is  retreating  from  alliances

while engaging in asymmetric "quagmires."

United  States: Portrayed  as  politically

weak and  internally  divided.  "Donald

Trump  is  politically  weak...  just  37%  of

Americans approve of the job he is doing."

Iran: Characterized  as  a  resilient  foe

capable  of  "real  and  deadly  damage"

despite claims of its destruction. "Iranians

are split into two camps: those who want to

negotiate and remnants of the IRGC that do

not."
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Canada: Framed  as  a  convenient

scapegoat for  the  climate  crisis.  "Canada

has turned us all into chain smokers."

Russia: Portrayed as a consistent meddler

acting on Trump's behalf due to his "well-

known love and subsivervience to Putin."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The meta-narrative of the day is "flooding the

zone  with  nonsense" to  instill  fear  and

paranoia.  The  administration  is  weaponizing

"S-word" content  (as  per  Steve  Bannon’s

strategy)  to  create  mistrust in  institutions.

The  refusal  of  major  networks (CNN,  ABC,

NBC)  to  air  Trump's  speech  live  marks  a

significant  editorial  intervention to  prevent

the  spread  of  misinformation.  Conversely,

Russian actors are identified as the source of

narratives linking mail-in voting to fraud.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The administration  is  laying the  basis for

declaring a national emergency on election

night  to  seize  ballot  boxes  using  federal

officers.

The war in  Iran will  likely  continue for  a

sustained period as a "battle rhythm" of air

and sea strikes, as neither side can bomb

their way out of the stalemate.

The "SAVE Act" and voter ID requirements

will  likely  be  used  to  disenfranchise

married  women who  have  changed  their

names, hurting the very base Republicans

need.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): A  one-vote

margin in the Senate committee will decide

Todd Blanche's AG confirmation; increased

ACE/ACLU litigation over ICE tactics.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  2026

Midterms  will  be  a  referendum  on

affordability vs.  election  denial;  potential

for  federal  agent  deployment to  "protect"

polling sites.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Systematic

gutting of environmental agencies and labs

will  permanently  worsen the  impact  of

climate  events  on  public  health;  the

normalization  of  state  violence via  ICE/

Paramilitary expansion.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Electoral  System  Collapse: Federal

seizure  of  ballot  boxes could  destroy  the

chain  of  custody  and  the  moment

democracy  dies.  Triggers:  Close  midterm

results in Georgia/Texas. Likelihood: High.

Impact:  Catastrophic.  Mitigations:

Proactive state-level litigation.

Asymmetric  Warfare  Spillover:

Retaliatory  strikes  on  water  desalination

plants in  Kuwait  could  trigger  a  regional

humanitarian disaster. Triggers: Continued

U.S.  bombing  of  Iranian  power  plants.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  High.

Mitigations:  Resumption  of  diplomatic

track via Qatar/Turkey.

Institutionalized  Insider  Trading: The

monetization  of  policy  announcements

destroys market trust. Triggers: Launch of

Truth  Social’s  "new  service." Likelihood:

High.  Impact:  High  (Market  instability).

Mitigations:  Congressional  appetite to

update conflict-of-interest laws.
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Law  Enforcement  Radicalization: The

deployment of "renegade terrorist armies"

(ICE)  against  civilians.  Triggers:

Reinstatement  of  traffic  stop  quotas.

Likelihood:  Already  occurring.  Impact:

High  (Civil  unrest).  Mitigations:  Federal

investigations into hiring standards.

Environmental  Degradation: Permanent

loss  of  health  data due  to  laboratory

shuttering.  Triggers:  Continued  EPA

gutting.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  High.

Mitigations:  State-funded environmental

research.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The exact number of U.S. aircraft lost in the

Iran  conflict  is  being  withheld  by  the

Pentagon.

The  methodology  for  DHS’s  claim  of

250,000  non-citizen voters  remains

unexplained.

The  status  of  body  cam  footage for  the

Guerrero shooting is unknown, as DHS has

failed to respond to inquiries.

The  legal  liability for  Trump’s  businesses

regarding  non-payment  of  taxes  remains

alive despite nominal settlement voids.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Strategic  Withdrawal  Masked  as

Escalation: Trump’s "forever negotiation"

and "winning big" rhetoric may be a cover

for  an  imminent  surrender of  military

objectives  to  save  face  before  the

midterms.

The "Own Goal" as Voter Suppression:

Claims that privacy and safety are at risk at

polls may be a deliberate tactic to suppress

Trump’s  own  base in  areas  where  he  is

losing ground, allowing him to more easily

claim fraud later.

Black Swan: A Houthi closure of the Bab-

el-Mandeb  in  response  to  Iranian  plant

strikes,  causing  a  total  global  shipping

freeze.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Secretaries  of  State  must  proactively

establish  litigation  teams to  block  the

potential seizure of ballot boxes.

The Senate must  reject  nominees without

experience to  prevent  the  further

weaponization of intelligence offices.

Legislators  should  use  War  Powers

Resolutions to  cut  off  funding  for  the

unauthorized war in Iran.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investors  should  anticipate  continued  oil

price volatility despite current barrel prices

due to refinery disruptions.

Companies  must  prepare  for  increased

regulatory  risk if  the  "insider  information

for hire" model at Truth Social  triggers a

belated SEC crackdown.

Infrastructure  firms  should  note  the

resilience  of  clean  energy production

despite administration sabotage attempts.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Congressional activity is dominated by tense

confirmation hearings and debates over voter

restriction  legislation that  lacks  funding or

broad support. Democrats are pivoting toward

affordability  bills while  the  administration

pushes  a  "pay  to  play" model  with  energy

sectors.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

SAVE  Act: Proposed  voter  restriction

bill;  described  as  "not  working" and

likely to disenfranchise married women.

Bipartisan  Housing  Bill: Recently

became  law without  the  President’s

signature.

Hedge Fund Home Ownership Limit:

Democratic  bill  to  limit  hedge  fund

ownership of single-family homes.

NDAA: Facing  potential  blocking  by

Democrats due  to  lack  of  oversight  on

the Iran war.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Todd Blanche AG Confirmation: High-

tension  hearing  where  he  admitted  he

was  still  "Trump’s  lawyer";  grilled  on

Epstein file redactions.

Jay  Clayton  DNI  Confirmation:

Refused to answer basic facts about the

2020  election;  claimed  ignorance  of

Georgia center raids.

Kevin Warsh (Fed Chair) Testimony:

Warned  that  higher  interest  rates are

likely as the Fed remains committed to

2% inflation.

KEY STORIES

Iran  War  Stalemate: Conflict  hits  day

140; Centcom confirms deaths of two U.S.

troops in Jordan missile attack; Iran targets

desalination plant in Kuwait.

Trump  Election  Speech  Failure: Prime

time  address  ignored  by  major  networks;

advisor John Solomon admits no votes were

changed in 2020; DHS threatens prison for

state officials.

ICE Shooting Scandal: Johann Sebastian

Guerrero killed in  Maine by officer  David

Brulotte; Brulotte found to have history of

psychiatric  issues;  Protests  erupt  in  70+

cities.

Todd Blanche Controversy: Meeting with

Epstein  survivors deemed  "demoralizing";

survivors  accuse  him of  doxing  them and

protecting coconspirators.

Code  Maroon  Environmental

Emergency: Wildfire  smoke  makes  air

unbreathable in Midwest;  World Cup final

health  concerns  raised;  Trump  floats

pollution tax for Canada.

Reflecting  Pool  "Boondoggle": Pool

drained after sealant failure; contract given

to  Trump  donor;  Trump  blames  vandals

with box cutters despite no evidence.

Monetization  of  Information: Truth

Social  selling  priority  decision  access for

$100k;  teleprompter  operator  suspended

for betting on speeches.

Maine  Senate  Race  Chaos: Graham

Platner  withdraws over  sexual  assault

allegations;  12  candidates  vying  for

nomination before July 27 deadline.

Immigration Court Abuses: Brad Lander

reports  separation  of  3-year-old from

mother  for  ten  months;  ICE  accused  of

"abduction traps" for parents.
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Generational  Political  Shift: Nicolle

Wallace  and  Eddie  Glaude  discuss  racial

reckoning and  a  "second  lost  cause" in

American politics.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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