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PRESIDENT DENIS SASSOU
NGUESSO CONSOLIDATES POWER
THROUGH THE EXPANSION OF THE
"BOULEVARD ENERGETIQUE"
WHILE LEVERAGING RUSSIAN
MILITARY TIES AND DIGITAL
TAXATION TO SUSTAIN STATE
CAPACITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Republic of the Congo’s strategic focus on
July 18, 2026, is dominated by the high-profile
inauguration of the Mossaka electrical
network, a centerpiece of President Denis
Sassou Nguesso’s "Boulevard Energétique."
This project, framed as the fulfillment of a
"sacred promise," serves a dual purpose:
providing tangible development to the
marginalized Cuvette region and reinforcing
the domestic narrative of the President as an
infatigable builder whose vision transcends
the country's harsh geographic realities. The
state media hierarchy places this domestic
victory at the forefront, effectively utilizing
the energy launch to signal stability and
progress in the face of ongoing regional
challenges. Mossaka  electrification is

portrayed as a historical turning point, ending

decades of reliance on expensive and
unreliable generators.

Simultaneously, the government is deepening
its reliance on non-Western partners to secure
its sovereignty and economic future. Military
cooperation with the Russian Federation was
notably  highlighted through  high-level
audiences regarding defense agreements,
while China continues to serve as the primary
conduit for technical training and oil sector
investment. This pivot is accompanied by
aggressive
measures, such as the new tax on SIM-card-
enabled digital terminals, aimed at financing
public services and infrastructure. The
convergence of these events suggests a
leadership strategy that prioritizes hard
infrastructure and security alliances to
maintain its mandate, even as it struggles
with a fragmented healthcare system and a
youthful population increasingly dependent on
foreign educational opportunities in Beijing.

internal revenue-gathering

An analytical anomaly persists in the day's
health and sports coverage, where the
network aired segments discussing the Qatar
2022 World Cup and injuries to players like
Sadio Mané as current events, despite the
2026 broadcast date. This suggests a
significant institutional decay or reliance
on dated archive material to fill
programming gaps, contrasting sharply with
the polished, nationalistic tone of the
presidential infrastructure reports. While the
state projects an image of technological
leapfrogging—sending students to China for
Al training and digitalizing drug supplies—the
media apparatus exhibits signs of temporal
disconnect and operational inconsistency.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS Expansion of Digital Governance and

Taxation

The Electrification of Mossaka and the

"Boulevard Energétique" * The government introduced a new tax on

all SIM-card-enabled digital terminals

* President Sassou Nguesso inaugurated the (phones, tablets, modems) to increase state

110kV Oyo-Mossaka power line, extending
the national grid into the marshy Cuvette

region. Oyo-Mossaka line represents a feat

of engineering over 100km of hostile

revenue. SIM terminal tax.

* The Agency for Digital Development (ADN)

is leading a national campaign to normalize
this tax as a "lever for modernization."

terrain and 341 pylons. )
* UNDP donated a significant lot of IT

equipment (110 tablets, 55 laptops) to
digitalize the nation's pharmaceutical
supply chain.

* Local officials and clergy framed the arrival
of electricity as a spiritual and economic
"resurrection” for the "Venice of Congo."
resurrection of M ka.

* The project is part of a broader 2026-2031
energy plan aimed at achieving 90% urban
and 50% rural electrification by 2030.

electrification targets.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The closure of the 30-day military-surgical
mobile hospital in Brazzaville highlighted
the "Army-Nation" relationship, providing
free care to over 4,700 civilians and
performing 309 surgeries. military hospital
closure.

Strengthening Russo-Congolese Defense
Cooperation

e Minister of Defense Raymond Zephirin
Mboulou met with Russian Major General
Vladislav Karatchenko to reinforce the
2001 framework agreement on military

cooperation. Russian military audience.

* Discussions focused on adapting defense
ties to new global military trends and
security challenges in Central and
Southern Africa.

e Promotion of senior officers within the
Presidential Security Direction (DGSP)
reinforces the internal security architecture
surrounding the executive. DGSP
promotions.

Energy & Critical Minerals

« The 80th anniversary of the Ecole Militaire
» Minister of Hydrocarbons Steve Dieudonné

Préparatoire Général Leclerc (EMPGL)
served as a venue for showcasing military
discipline and elite succession planning. 80
years of EMPGL..

Ngakala conducted inspections of the Coraf
refinery and Ilox service centers to ensure

fuel supply stability. refinery inspection.

* Reports indicated a return to operation for

strategic production units, capable of
delivering 500 tonnes of fuel by week's end.
fuel pr ion i
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Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Foreign Minister Constance Serge Bounda
represented Congo at the Alliance of
Civilizations (UNAOC) in Luanda, focusing
on "Peace and Dialogue over Divisions."
UNAOC Luanda.

* Assessment of Congolese diplomatic assets
in Angola revealed decaying infrastructure,
prompting calls for immediate
rehabilitation of  the ambassador's

residence. diplomatic asset decay.

Global Health & Biosecurity

e The rollout of Universal Health Insurance
(CAMU) enrollment for independent
workers in Pointe-Noire aims to correct
"historical vulnerabilities" in the workforce.
CAMU enrollment.

* Health experts raised alarms regarding
seasonal dry-season respiratory illnesses in
children, advocating for improved domestic

hygiene. dry season health.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Paternalistic "Builder" Narrative

A consistent theme throughout the broadcasts
is the deification of President Sassou
Nguesso's role in national development. Every
infrastructure project, from electricity in
Mossaka to high schools in Boko, is presented
not as a function of the state, but as the
personal will of the President. This
narrative is designed to maintain loyalty in
regions that have historically felt neglected,
using electrification as a visible sign of
presidential favor. Sassou's personal follow-up
on the Mossaka project is highlighted to show
he is a leader who "touches the reality" of his
people.

The Digital Leapfrog
Education Dependency

and Foreign

Congo is attempting to bypass traditional
development hurdles through digitalization,
yet this effort is heavily reliant on foreign
expertise. The UNESCO-sponsored
"Codemao" initiative, which sends Congolese
students to China for Al and coding training,
suggests a technological dependency on
Beijing. While the state promotes "tech
sovereignty," the actual training and
infrastructure (like the SIM tax) rely on
imported devices and foreign platforms. youth

training in China.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The broadcasts reveal a state characterized
by elite stability but institutional friction.
The smooth transition of power within the
EMPGL and the promotions within the DGSP
indicate that the security apparatus remains
firmly under presidential control. However,
the introduction of the SIM tax and the heavy
emphasis on the '"return to the land"
agricultural campaign suggest underlying
economic pressure. The
struggling to create jobs for a youthful
population, as evidenced by the "Vumbuka"
forum, which desperately calls for youth to
"wake up" and create their own employment.

Vumbuka youth forum.

The incident at the ANOCA elections, where
an internal dispute paralyzed proceedings for
50 minutes, signals that even within state-
aligned factionalism and
procedural failures are common. This mirrors
the broader domestic challenge: the
government projects an image of monolithic
unity, but local administrative centers (like
those visited by the Minister of State Control)

government 1is

organizations,
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are found to be dysfunctional and lacking

basic supplies. state control inspections.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Congo is positioning itself as a central player
in African diplomacy while leaning heavily
into a multipolar strategy. By hosting
Russian military delegations and sending
students to China, the Brazzaville government
is balancing its international dependencies to
avoid Western leverage. The portrayal of the
Alliance of Civilizations summit in Luanda
frames Congo as an advocate for global peace,
a narrative that masks its increasingly close
ties with authoritarian powers. peace and
security ideals.

The state’s posture in Angola is particularly
revealing; the Minister of Foreign Affairs
found Congolese state-owned assets in
Luanda in a state of "advanced degradation,"
suggesting that while the state projects power
internationally, its foreign logistics and
physical presence are underfunded and

decaying. Luanda residence decay.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Congolese economy remains structurally
tied to hydrocarbons, though there is an
aggressive push for diversification into
agriculture and digital services. The
government is leveraging its relationship with
Chinese oil firms (Winhua, Wingoa) to secure
local employment quotas, while
simultaneously imposing new taxes on digital
terminals to extract revenue from the growing
telecom sector. Capital flows are being
directed toward rural electrification as a

means of sparking secondary economic
activities like welding and refrigeration.

* Digital Taxation: Implementation of the
"tax on digital terminals" to bolster the
state budget. SIM card device tax.

* Banking & Trade: Promotion of the
Ecobank Trade Hub to facilitate intra-
African commerce for 1.4 billion people
across 54 countries. Ecobank trade hub.

* Agricultural Production: SAKO company
expanding rice production in Ngo using
new electrical irrigation systems to reduce
reliance on food imports. Ngo rice
production.

* Industrial Employment: Ministry of
Employment signing agreements for 1,100
jobs for Congolese youth in the oil sector.

oil sector jobs.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a focus on military
continuity and the consolidation of the digital
economy portfolio.

* Jode Ndinga Mukanda: Appointed
President of Uni Congo, tasked with
bridging the gap between the private
sector and the government's development

vision. Uni Congo leadership.

* Serge Oboa: Promoted within the
Direction Générale de la  Sécurité
Présidentielle (DGSP), signaling a

tightening of the President's inner security
circle. DGSP promotions.

* Habib Obambi-Oko: Active as the Prefect
of Congo-Ubangi, leading the
implementation of the President's vision in
the Cuvette region. Prefect of Congo-
Ubangi.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The state media hierarchy is strictly centered
on the President's activities. The
electrification of Mossaka was the undisputed
lead story across multiple broadcasts,
followed closely by military anniversaries and
high-level diplomatic meetings. Stories that
reflect poorly on the state—such as the fuel
supply issues at the Koraf refinery or the
decay of diplomatic assets in Angola—are
framed as "inspections" where the
government is actively fixing problems.
Critical systemic failures, like the dysfunction
in local administrative offices found by the
Minister of State Control, are buried toward
the end of bulletins or framed as a success of
the 'anti-value" campaign. The use of
outdated sports footage (Qatar 2022) is a
notable omission of current global reality,
likely serving as filler for segments not
directly involving the presidency. Issongo's

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Congo’s state media frames the world through
a lens of strategic partnership and traditional
sovereignty, "friends" who
provide hardware and training over "critics"
who demand reform.

emphasizing

* Russia: Portrayed as a stable and
principled defense partner. "The defense
cooperation between Russia and Congo is
governed by a framework agreement that is
being reinforced progressively." Russian

military ties.

* China: Framed as a benevolent technical
mentor. "Sending our youth to China for Al
training is the fruit of a partnership that
prepares the professionals of tomorrow."
President Denis Sassou Nguesso:
Consistently depicted as the "Infatigable
Builder" and a "Grand Comrade" who
"never stops managing effort to help us."
Sassou's personal effort.

e The UN (UNDP/UNESCO): Framed as
technical facilitators of Congolese national
policy rather than independent actors.

UNDP support.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The primary narrative weaponized by the
state is the "Boulevard Energétique," which
uses infrastructure as a proxy for political
legitimacy. The state uses highly emotional
language ("resurrection," "miracle,
darkness") to describe engineering projects,
creating a psychological link between the
President’s physical presence and the
presence of light. light vs darkness metaphor.
The state also employs "narrative seeding" by
introducing the SIM tax as a "modernization
tool,"  pre-emptively framing  potential
discontent as resistance to

end of

economic
progress.

The most glaring "meta-narrative" anomaly is
the presentation of the 2022 Qatar World Cup
and Sadio Mané's injury as breaking news.
This could be an intentional distraction tactic
to fill airtime with "safe" non-political content
or a sign of severe underfunding and lack of
current international information access at
the national broadcaster. World Cup archive
footage.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Energy as a Social Stabilizer: If the
electrification of Mossaka and Boko leads
to immediate economic improvements (e.g.,
small-scale industries like welding), the
President’s mandate will likely strengthen
in these regions, potentially stifling
opposition ahead of future electoral cycles.

* Russian Military Presence: Continued
high-level audiences with Russian military
leaders suggest a likely expansion of
Russian "advisors" or hardware in the
Congo, potentially as a hedge against
internal unrest or regional instability.

defense cooperation expansion.

* Digital Tax Backlash: The aggressive
push for the SIM terminal tax, combined
with stagnant youth employment, may
create a flashpoint for urban social unrest
among the digital-native generation,
despite government attempts to frame it as
"modernization." taxation risks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a domestic
propaganda blitz surrounding the "Mossaka
success" to distract from the implementation
of the new SIM tax. We may also see the first
delivery of fuel from the recently
"rehabilitated" Koraf refinery to alleviate local
shortages. short-term fuel deliv

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The return of
the "China-trained" Al students will likely be
used for a new round of digital-sovereignty
announcements. Military exercises or new
hardware deliveries from Russia may follow
the July audiences. student return from China.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The success or
failure of the "Boulevard Energétique" will
determine the regime's ability to maintain
order in the interior. If the grid expansion fails
to provide stable 24/7 power as promised, the
currently lauded  "Infatigable  Builder"
narrative could shift into a liability for the
Sassou Nguesso administration.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Resource Depletion & Infrastructure
Decay: The decaying state of diplomatic
assets in Luanda suggests a wider systemic
underfunding of maintenance. Triggers:
Failure of the Mossaka grid or a major

refinery breakdown. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: High (widespread
economic paralysis). Mitigations:

Increased reliance on Chinese technical
management for energy assets.

* Digital Discontent: The SIM tax targets
the most connected and volatile segment of
the population. Triggers: Sharp increase in
mobile device prices or mobile data costs.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate (civil
unrest/protests).  Mitigations: Phased
implementation and state-sponsored digital
subsidies for students.

* Russian Military Over-Reliance:
Deepening defense ties with Russia could
trigger Western sanctions or diplomatic
isolation. Triggers: Establishment of a
permanent Russian base or major hardware
purchase. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Moderate (economic
Mitigations: Maintaining public rhetoric
of ‘"multipolar dialogue" and peace

initiatives like the UNAOC. multipolar
dialogue.

sanctions).
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* Public Health Vulnerability: The reliance
on foreign aid (UNDP) for basic medical
supply digitalization indicates low domestic
state capacity. Triggers: A new regional
epidemic or failure of the digital drug-
tracking system. Likelihood: High.
Impact: High (loss of life). Mitigations:
Training more domestic IT-health
professionals as seen in the China
programs.

* Fuel Supply Volatility: The Koraf
refinery’s fragile operation remains a
bottleneck for the national economy.
Triggers: Delay in the promised 500-tonne
fuel delivery. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High (transportation and power
generation failure). Mitigations:
Emergency imports from neighboring
Angola or DRC.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The exact financial terms of the Russian
military cooperation agreements were not
disclosed, leaving a gap in understanding
the cost of these security guarantees.

* While Mossaka has electricity, the
transcript failed to verify if the 47 villages
in the district have actually received
connections or if the power is limited to the
urban center.

* The use of 2022 sports footage raises
questions about the current state of
Congolese international media access and
whether the government is intentionally
isolating the population from current global
events.

* The SIM tax report did not include any
analysis of how this will affect rural
populations who rely on mobile phones for
banking and trade but have low disposable
income. SIM tax omi

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin Power" Scenario: The
electrification of Mossaka may be an
elaborate facade. If the grid only powers the
urban center and the ministerial residences
while the 47 surrounding villages remain in
darkness, the "historical turning point" is
merely a localized political theater to secure
the loyalty of Cuvette elites rather than a
developmental shift. Mossaka urban focus.

The "Black Swan" event: A major cyber-
attack on the newly digitalized
pharmaceutical supply chain (funded by
UNDP) could lead to a catastrophic medicine
shortage, proving that digitalization without
robust local security infrastructure creates
more vulnerability than efficiency.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The government is currently focused on fiscal
measures to finance its modernization agenda
and military protocols to secure its territory.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

c Tax on Digital Terminals: A new
regulation under the 2026 Finance Law
imposing taxes on SIM-card-enabled
devices to increase state revenue. digital
terminal tax.

o Universal Health Insurance (CAMU):
Implementation protocols for mandatory
enrollment of independent workers to
provide a social safety net. CAMU

regulation.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Russian Defense Audience: Strategic
meeting between the Minister of Defense
and Russian military leadership to
reinforce security ties. Russian audience.

o Mossaka Inauguration: Presidential
press event framing infrastructure as a
gift of the "Infatigable Builder." Mossaka
press event.

o ANOCA Election Inquiry: Discussion
regarding the procedural incident at the

Nairobi Olympic committee elections.
ANOCA election incident.

KEY STORIES

Mossaka Electrification: President

Sassou Nguesso officially launched the
Oyo-Mossaka power line and the 110kV
substation, ending decades of energy
isolation for the Cuvette region. Mossaka
grid launch.

Russo-Congolese Defense Ties: High-
level military talks in Brazzaville focused on
the 2001 defense agreement and adapting
to new global security trends. Russian
defense talks.

SIM Card Terminal Tax: The government
introduced a national tax on digital devices
to fund public services, managed by the
Agency for Digital Development. SIM
terminal tax.

80th Anniversary of EMPGL: A dual
ceremony marking the end of the academic
year and the eight-decade history of
Congo’s elite military prep school. EMPGL

80th anniversary.

Military Hospital Success: The closure of
a mobile military clinic that provided free
surgeries and consultations to nearly 5,000

residents of Brazzaville. military hospital
report.

Digital Health Transformation: UNDP
donated IT equipment to the Ministry of
Health to track and digitalize the national
drug supply chain. health digitalization.

Youth Training in China: A cohort of
students and teachers left for China for a
10-day UNESCO-sponsored intensive
course on Al and coding. Al training China.

Loango Museum Construction: Progress
update on the Slave Trade Museum in
Loango, framed as a "historical necessity"
for the continent. Loango museum.

CAMU Enrollment in Pointe-Noire: The
launch of a campaign to enroll independent

workers and artisans into the national
health insurance scheme. CAMU Pointe-
Noire.

Hydrocarbon Infrastructure Inspection:
Minister Ngakala toured refineries and
service centers to guarantee fuel supply for

the national market. fuel supply inspection.

Boko Development: A report on the new
electricity, water,
infrastructure in Boko, credited to local
representative Marie Jeanne Kouloumbou.
Boko electrification.

and educational

ANOCA Sports Factionalism: An incident
during the African Olympic committee
elections in Nairobi led to a 50-minute
paralysis of proceedings. ANOCA election
chaos.

Alliance of Civilizations Summit:
Congolese diplomats in Luanda advocated
for global dialogue and the rehabilitation of
decayed state assets in Angola. UNAOC
Angola.

Ngo Rice Production: SAKO company
began using the new electrical grid to
power irrigation systems for its 3,000-

hectare rice farm. Ngo irrigation.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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