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REPORT: DUAL ESCALATION & INFRASTRUCTURE WARFARE

Russia’s Port Destruction in Ukraine & US-Iran Kinetic Conflict Threaten Global Stability.
July 18, 2026.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: A significant intensification of conflict in Ukraine and a dangerous escalation in the Middle
East define this period, characterized by systematic targeting of logistics and civilian infrastructure.
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EVOLVING RUSSIAN TACTICAL DOCTRINE:
ASYMMETRIC MOBILITY
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Pivot to small, high-mobility assault groups (2-3 personnel) Maritime traffic at 3-week low. Threat of regional famine
on ATVs with drone support to bypass traditional defenses. in Iran and global energy paralysis.

NARRATIVE BATTLEGROUND

RUSSIA: UKRAINE/WEST: IRAN: UKRAINE: RUSSIA: GLOBAL ECONOMY:
Framed as principled, Portrayed by Russia  Framed as a resilient Potential leadership Promoting patriotic Vital trade arteries
technologically advanced  as chaotic; Internal victim of US instability & continuity & sovereign  disrupted; high risk of
leader; West as chaotic ~ leadership fissures aggression, forced protests. Al; high-interest financial ~ energy price shocks.

aggressor targeting civilians. (Zelensky-Syrsky friction). into retaliation. products.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & CASCADING RISKS

RISK 1: REGIONAL RISK 2: GLOBAL SHIPPING LONG-TERM OUTLOOK:
FAMINE (IRAN) PARALYSIS (HORMUZ) FRACTURED ‘TECH BLOCS’
Triggers: Continued US strikes Triggers: Continued mining Formation of non-Western
on water infrastructure. & drone threats. sovereign Al/data zones.
RECOMMENDATION: Secure alternative water supplies, prioritize

maritime mine-clearing, and monitor Ukrainian command stability.
Divest from at-risk maritime logistics.
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RUSSIA ESCALATES SYSTEMATIC
PORT DESTRUCTION IN UKRAINE
WHILE KINETIC EXCHANGES
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
IRAN THREATEN REGIONAL
INFRASTRUCTURE STABILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 18, 2026, was defined by a significant
intensification of the Russian "port war"
against Ukraine and a dangerous escalation in
the Middle East involving direct kinetic
conflict between the United States and Iran.
Russian forces utilized high-precision sea and
land-based missiles alongside "Geran" drones
to systematically degrade Ukrainian logistics
hubs in Odessa, Chernomorsk, and Zmeiny
Island. These strikes targeted mnot only
military hardware, such as the Neptune-2
missile launchers, but also critical fuel
infrastructure and merchant vessels, signaling
an intent to completely decouple Ukraine
from maritime supply routes. Concurrently,
the Russian Ministry of Defense showcased a
pivot toward highly mobile, technologically
integrated assault units, emphasizing small-
team tactics (2-3 personnel) utilizing ATVs

and drones to bypass traditional UAF
defenses.

In the Middle East, a direct confrontation
between US
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) reached a
critical threshold. Following US strikes on
Iranian bridges and coastal infrastructure,
including desalination plants in Jask, the IRGC
launched retaliatory strikes against US assets
in Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Bahrain. The
targeting of civilian-critical infrastructure,
specifically the lination an mpin
systems, suggests a shift toward total
economic and humanitarian warfare. This
escalation, combined with mining in the Strait
of Hormuz, has reduced maritime traffic to a
three-week low, posing a severe threat to

forces and the Iranian

global energy and trade stability.
Domestically, Ukraine faces potential
leadership instability  as rumors of
Commander-in-Chief Syrsky's imminent

dismissal circulate amid continued territorial
losses near Krasny Liman and Dobropolye.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Systematic Attrition of Ukrainian

Maritime Logistics

* Russian forces conducted extensive strikes
on the port of Odessa, destroying fuel
reservoirs and infrastructure used for
military cargo.

e Attacks on the port of Chernomorsk

resulted in the strike on a container ship

allegedly unloading munitions.

* The destruction of Neptune-2 launcher and
loader vehicles near Rybakovka aimed at
degrading Ukraine's coastal defense
capabilities.
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* Continuous "Geran" drone strikes targeted

fuel depots in the Chernihiv and Sumy
regions, hampering UAF mechanized

mobility.
Direct US-Iran Kinetic Escalation

* The IRGC reported attacks on two oil
tankers attempting to navigate mined zones
in the Strait of Hormuz.

* Iranian retaliatory strikes hit US drone
warehouses and data centers in Bahrain,
Jordan, and Saudi Arabia.

e US strikes on Iran targeted critical
infrastructure, destroying five bridges and

a desalination plant, threatening a

humanitarian crisis for over 10,000

residents.

e The IRGC launched missile and drone
attacks on Kurdish gr n in
Erbil and Sulaymaniyah, Iraq.

Evolution of Russian Tactical Doctrine

* The 428th Motorized Rifle Regiment of the
90th Guards Tank Division has
implemented a new training regimen
focused on high-mobility assault groups of
2-3 men.

Increased reliance on motorized ATVs
(quads) and specialized pilot-shooter teams
to infiltrate UAF positions under artillery
and drone cover.

* Expansion of military education curricula at

the Kirov Military Medical Academy to

include 11 new specialties in robotics and
IT warfare.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Russian military command claims control
over Lenina in the DPR and the near-
complete capture of Krasny Liman.

e Intense urban combat reported in
Konstantinovka and Alekseevo-Druzhkovk
as Russian forces push toward Kramatorsk.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* The targeting of locomotives in Zaporozhye
and gas stations in the Sumy region reflects
a Russian strategy to paralyze UAF supply
lines.

e The destruction of Iranian desalination
pumps in Jask highlights the vulnerability
of essential civilian utilities in modern
conflict.

Food & Water Security

* Humanitarian concerns rising in southern
Iran following the destruction of water
infrastructure by US airstrikes.

* Maritime blockades in the Black Sea and
Strait of Hormuz threaten global food and
energy supply chains.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Russian Deputy Chief of Staff Maxim
Oreshkin emphasized the need for
sovereign Al models and non-
discriminatory access to high-performance
computing at a Shanghai conference.

* Russia is promoting its "large language
models" and cloud platforms to partners as

tools for maintaining technological
sovereignty.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Shift to Asymmetric Mobility

Both Russian tactical updates and Middle
Eastern reports show a move away from
heavy armor toward asymmetric, highly
mobile assets. The Russian military's "quad-
squad" tactics emphasize speed and pilot-
gunner synchronization over bulk, responding
to the prevalence of FPV drones and precision
artillery that make large vehicle columns non-
viable. Similarly, the use of underwater and
surface drones in the Persian Gulf reflects this
trend toward cheaper, expendable, yet high-
impact weaponry.

Infrastructure as a Primary Combatant

The conflict has evolved into a war against the
"sinews of the state." Russian strikes on
Ukrainian ports and US strikes on Iranian
water/bridge  systems demonstrate that
civilian survival infrastructure is now a
legitimate strategic target aimed at inducing
humanitarian collapse to force political
concessions. This ‘"infrastructure warfare"
seeks to maximize the domestic cost of
continued conflict for the adversary.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukrainian Leadership Fissures

* Reports suggest Zelensky is prepared to
dismiss Commander-in-Chief Syrsky if a
suitable replacement, possibly Sergei
Koretsky or Evgeny Khmara, is finalized.

* Internal unrest in Ukraine is reportedly
growing, with protests against the
dismissal of former Defense Minister
Mikhail Fedorov entering their third day.

Russian Institutional Continuity

* The Russian state is heavily promoting
military-patriotic continuity, linking current
operations to 18th-century victories under
Suvorov and Rumyantsev.

* The military medical and police academies
are seeing record-high applications,
particularly from women and children of
military  "dynasties," suggesting high
domestic buy-in for a long-term militarized
state posture.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Fragmentation of the West-East
Security Architecture

* The US and Iran have effectively entered a
state of limited direct war, with the UAE
and Russia attempting to mediate to
prevent a total closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.

* Russia is framing itself as a technological
alternative to Western AI and cloud
computing, specifically targeting "Global
South" partners in the BRICS/SCO orbit.

* The high-profile assassination attempt in

Monaco on Ukrainian businessman
Ermolaev, allegedly orchestrated by
Ukrainian intelligence (SBU/GUR),

illustrates the globalization of the conflict's
shadow war.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is increasingly defined
by the disruption of vital trade arteries. The
Strait of Hormuz is at a minimal throughput
level, with only eight ships passing in 24
hours. The destruction of the port
infrastructure in Bandar Abbas—which
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handles half of Iran's trade—effectively
cripples the Iranian economy and creates a
massive vacuum in regional oil exports. In
Russia, the state is aggressively marketing
high-interest financial products, such as 20%
vield deposits at Alfa-Bank, to maintain
liquidity and attract domestic capital into the
war-time financial system.

Key Economic Vectors

* Maritime Logistics: Sharp decline in
Strait of Hormuz traffic due to mining and
drone threats.

* Commodities: Targeting of fuel reservoirs
in Black Sea ports is driving up localized
logistics costs for agricultural and military
exports.

* Tech Markets: Russia pushing sovereign
cloud/Al platforms to bypass Western

sanctions and secure "technological
sovereignty."

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Rumors of a significant military reshuffle in
Kiev dominate the political landscape, while
Moscow maintains a public display of unity
among its top brass.

* Oleksandr Syrsky (UAF Commander-in-
Chief): Face of potential imminent
dismissal due to lack of battlefield
breakthroughs and political friction with
the presidential office.

* Valery Gerasimov (Russian Chief of
General Staff): Appears in a strong
leadership position, personally inspecting
troops and awarding medals in the "West"
grouping zone.

* Anastasia Berezovskaya (Alleged SBU/

GUR agent): Killed wunder suspicious
circumstances near Kiev following a
botched assassination attempt on a
businessman in Monaco.

* Evgeny Khmara (Acting Minister of
Defense, Ukraine): Emerging as a key
candidate for the Commander-in-Chief role,
signaling a shift toward political loyalty in
military command.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The Zvezda network prioritizes military
success and technological superiority, framing
the Russian Army as a highly professionalized
"elite" force. The lead stories focused on the
destruction of Ukrainian port infrastructure
and the "bravery" of small-unit assault groups.
Domestic stories about military medical
schools and patriotic concerts serve to
normalize the war as a generational struggle.
Regional conflicts, specifically the US-Iran
confrontation, are used to frame the US as a
destabilizing force that targets
infrastructure, contrasting with Russia's
"high-precision" narrative. High-profile "true
crime" and historical segments are used to
maintain viewer engagement and reinforce
moral/nationalistic themes. Conspicuous by
their absence are details on Russian casualty
rates or the specific impact of Western
sanctions on the Russian domestic economy.

civilian

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Russia portrays itself as a measured,
technologically advanced leader of a
multipolar world, while framing the West,
particularly the US and the current Ukrainian
leadership, as chaotic, failing, and
increasingly desperate.
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COUNTRIES and LEADERS

Russia: Framed as principled and strong.
Quotes emphasize mastery of "the art of
the impossible" in training assault groups

and a historical mandate for victory.

Ukraine (Zelensky Regime): Portrayed
as chaotic and inept. Reports focus on

internal infighting and the use of "terrorist

methods" like foreign assassinations.

United States: Characterized as a "hostile
threat matrix" that targets water plants and
bridges, causing humanitarian disasters in
Iran.

Iran: Framed as a resilient ally and a
principled victim of US aggression,
forced into retaliatory measures to protect
its sovereignty.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE
ACTORS

SBU / GUR (Ukrainian Intelligence):
Depicted as a rogue, criminal organization
conducting overseas hits on its own
businessmen.

IRGC (Iranian Revolutionary Guard):
Framed as a competent military actor
capable of striking US data centers and oil
infrastructure with precision.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: Russian media is
aggressively seeding the narrative that
Ukraine is a ‘"terrorist state" by
highlighting the Monaco assassination
attempt as an SBU-ordered hit.

* Historical Parallelism: Constant
referencing of Suvorov and the 1770
battles serves to frame the current Special
Military Operation (SMO) as an inevitable
historical continuity rather than a
contemporary political choice.

Psychological Operations: The detailed
coverage of "psychological obstacle
courses" and the "elite" status of assault
units is designed to boost domestic
recruitment and demoralize UAF forces
through the portrayal of a relentless,
superior foe.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Siege of Kiev": Russia's focus on
ports and fuel logistics suggests a long-
term plan to starve the Ukrainian state of
resources, aiming for a collapse of internal
social order rather than a pure territorial
conquest.

e Iranian Humanitarian Pivot: If US
strikes continue on water infrastructure,
Iran may pivot toward a total blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz to force global
intervention or relief.

* Ukrainian Military Coup Risk: The
friction between Zelensky and Syrsky,
combined with the Fedorov protests,
creates a high risk for a military-led
political intervention or significant
factional violence in Kiev.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
FPV drone and small-unit ATV raids along the
Zaporozhye and Donbas fronts as Russia's
"new" tactics are fully deployed. A major
Iranian retaliatory "combined strike" on US
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assets in Bahrain or Jordan is highly likely
given the destruction of desalination plants.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Global energy
prices may see a permanent "war premium" if
Hormuz shipping remains at current lows.
Ukraine's military command will likely
undergo a total purge, potentially leading to a
defensive ‘"fortress" strategy focused on
Kramatorsk and Slaviansk.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The formation of a
non-Western "Tech Bloc" led by Russia and
China, utilizing sovereign Al and data centers,
will likely fracture the global internet and
financial systems into two  distinct,
incompatible zones.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The convergence of infrastructure warfare in
the Black Sea and the Persian Gulf creates a
cascading risk of global economic paralysis.

* Risk 1: Regional Famine/Dehydration in
Iran. Triggers: Continued US strikes on
water pumps and bridges. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Extreme humanitarian crisis and
mass migration. Mitigations: International
diplomatic pressure for ‘“infrastructure
neutral" combat zones.

* Risk 2: Total Black Sea Trade
Cessation. Triggers: Targeted Russian
strikes on neutral-flagged ships in Odessa.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Global grain
shortage and collapse of Ukrainian
economy. Mitigations: Escorted convoys or
new inland rail routes.

* Risk 3: Collapse of Ukrainian Military
Command. Triggers: Dismissal of Syrsky
during a major Russian offensive.
Likelihood: = High. Impact: Frontline
disintegration and urban unrest in Kiev.
Mitigations: Rapid political transition or
Western-brokered command stability.

* Risk 4: Strategic Missile Exchange in
the Gulf. Triggers: Direct Iranian strike on
US 5th Fleet infrastructure in Bahrain.
Likelihood: Medium-High. Impact: Direct
US-Iran war. Mitigations: Back-channel
UAE/Oman mediation.

* Risk 5: Global Shipping Paralysis.
Triggers: Continued mining of Hormuz.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Energy price
shock exceeding 2022 levels. Mitigations:
Joint international mine-clearing task force.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not address the actual
survival rate of the "elite" 2-3 man assault
groups, which are likely vulnerable to high
attrition.

* There is a total lack of reporting on
internal Iranian dissent or the state of
the Iranian air defense system against US
strikes.

* The reports fail to account for Western
weapon supplies arriving via rail or road,
focusing exclusively on the maritime
blockade.

* Missing context on the Monaco
assassination: No verification from
neutral or French/Monegasque authorities
was provided regarding the SBU's

involvement.

* The status of the Ukrainian "Fedorov
protests"” is potentially
obscuring a larger domestic crisis in Kiewv.

minimized,
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "False Flag" Hypothesis: The US
infrastructure strikes in Iran might be a
deliberate escalation designed to draw Iran
into a full-scale war before it can complete
its nuclear program, rather than a
reactionary counter-strike.

Russian Tactics as Desperation: The
shift to 2-3 man ATV assault groups could
be a sign of critical shortages in armored
vehicles rather than a tactical evolution,
suggesting Russian mechanized capacity is
nearing exhaustion.

* Black Swan Event: An accidental strike
on a NATO merchant vessel in the Black
Sea or a Russian "Geran" drone straying
into a Romanian/Polish port could trigger
an Article 5 escalation while the US is
distracted in the Persian Gulf.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Secure alternative potable water supply
chains for regional partners in the Middle
East to prevent humanitarian instability.

* Monitor the Ukrainian military
command for signs of a coup, as Syrsky's
dismissal could be the breaking point for
frontline cohesion.

* Prioritize Strait of Hormuz mine-clearing
and maritime security to prevent a total
global energy collapse.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Hedge against significant o0il price
volatility as Gulf traffic drops to record
lows.

* Divest from Black Sea maritime logistics
in favor of overland European rail corridors
given the shift to systematic port
destruction.

* Assess the cyber-security risk for regional
data centers in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia,
now confirmed targets of IRGC kinetic and
cyber strikes.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy activity focused on
militarizing the educational system and
hardening technological sovereignty through
state-directed Al development.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: Russian
Ministry of Defense Education Reform:
Introduction of 11 new military specialties
and wupdated curricula for 85 existing
programs focused on drone and robot

warfare.
* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Shanghai
Al Summit: Russian representatives

advocated for a "Global South" digital
infrastructure alliance to bypass Western
technological hegemony.

KEY STORIES

* Odessa Port Strike: Russian forces
destroyed fuel reservoirs and infrastructure
in Odessa using high-precision missiles.

* Hormuz Maritime Blockade: Iranian
forces mined the Strait, reducing daily ship
passages to eight.

* Ermolaev Assassination Attempt:

Detailed report on an SBU-linked hit in
Monaco on a businessman and his family.

* Kirov Academy Admissions: Record

numbers of female applicants for military

medical programs in St. Petersburg.
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* US Infrastructure Strikes in Iran:
American airstrikes destroyed bridges and

desalination plants in southern Iran.
* Lenina/Krasny Liman Advance:

Gerasimov confirmed the capture of I.enina
and near-control of Krasny Liman.

* 428th Regiment ATV Tactics: Showcase
of two-man quad-bike assault teams
bypassing Ukrainian lines.

» Zelensky-Syrsky Friction: Rumors of
Syrsky's replacement by Evgeny Khmara

amid ongoing protests.

* Rosgvardia 105th Anniversary:
Ceremonial awards and patriotic concerts
on Poklonnaya Hill.

* Bandar Abbas Siege: US strikes cut off

Iran's largest trade port from the rest of
the country.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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