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CONVERGENCE OF ECOLOGICAL CRISIS, ECONOMIC WARFARE,
AND INSTITUTIONAL CORRUPTION STRAINS CANADIAN SOVEREIGNTY
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HIGH RISK: Sovereignty Erosion via
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ULTIMATE IMPLICATION: The convergence of external aggression and internal decay forces Canada to choose
between US hegemony and chronic subversion, leading to a potential, significant loss of Westphalian sovereignty.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting cycle of July 19, 2026, reveals a
nation under simultaneous assault from
environmental, economic, and institutional
vectors. Internally, Canada is grappling with
an unprecedented wildfire season driven
by a stalled high-pressure heat dome, forcing
thousands of evacuations across Northern
Ontario, British Columbia, and the Northwest
Territories. These disasters are no longer
merely local emergencies but have escalated
into a geopolitical flashpoint, as smoke
drifting into the United States has prompted
hostile trade rhetoric from the Trump
administration, including threats of tariffs
ranging from 10% to 100% on Canadian
imports. The convergence of these events
suggests a "perfect storm" where natural
disasters are being weaponized to exert
economic leverage over Canadian resources
and sovereignty.

Institutional integrity is also under severe
scrutiny as investigative reports expose

systemic corruption in major private and
public sectors. The revelation that the CEO of
StubHub is allegedly engaged in mass
scalping through personal hedge funds,
alongside explosive allegations of match-
fixing and gang infiltration within Cricket
Canada, points to a broader decay in
regulatory oversight. Simultaneously, the
state’s inability to curb a clandestine
network of Chinese secret police operating
on Canadian soil—targeting dissidents and
allegedly influencing local groups—highlights
a  significant security deficit. The
administration appears to be reacting
defensively to these external shocks while
struggling to maintain domestic stability amid
rising insurance costs, a worsening toxic drug
crisis, and internal political movements like
the Alberta separation referendum.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Continental Environmental Crisis:

o Massive wildfires in Northern Ontario
have burned a larger area than all of the
previous year's fires combined, with
nearly 200 active blazes in the province
alone.

o The evacuation of First Nations
communities by the Canadian Armed
Forces highlights the wvulnerability of
remote infrastructure.

o The town of Berwick is pursuing 100%
renewable energy as a resilience
strategy, despite facing regulatory
hurdles and high infrastructure costs.
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* Escalation of Transborder Trade
Tensions:
o The U.S. administration is threatening a
minimum 10% tariff on all imports, with
potential spikes to 100% on foreign-

made films and 25-50% on steel.

o Republican lawmakers are drafting the
"Canada Fire Act" to push responsibility
for smoke mitigation onto Ottawa,
potentially including sanctions against
Canadian officials.

o U.S. messaging has shifted toward
aggressive expansionism, with some
suggesting Canadians would benefit

from becoming the 51st state.

* Institutional and
Malpractice:

o StubHub CEO Eric Baker is accused of
managing a hedge fund that mass-scalps
tickets for the company’s own platform
while providing financing to other
scalpers.

Corporate

]

Cricket Canada is embroiled in a scandal
involving match-fixing, gang-related
death threats from the Bishnoi group,
and allegations of board-level corruption.

Investigation into "Maple washing" in
food labeling reveals that products

featuring the Canadian flag are
frequently produced in the U.S. or using
foreign ingredients.

o

* Emergence of High-Potency Synthetic

Narcotics:

o New "Nitazines" and "Rhino Trank"
(fentanyl laced with the veterinary
tranquilizer metatomidine) are creating
overdoses that are nearly impossible to
reverse with traditional Naloxone.

o Clandestine labs in China and India are
using sophisticated smuggling routes,
including detroit-windsor tunnels, to
flood Canadian markets.

* Chinese Transnational Repression:

o Operatives like "Eric" are revealed to
have infiltrated dissident communities in
Canada, Australia, and India for 15
years.

o The mysterious death of a dissident in
British Columbia remains under coronial
investigation three years later, with
suspicions of state-sponsored poisoning.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Macroeconomics & Trade The Canadian
economy faces an existential threat from U.S.
protectionism. The threat of broad-based
tariffs is already leading to canceled
contracts and layoffs in the steel sector.
Retaliatory 25% counter-tariffs are being
weighed, but internal debate suggests a
significant portion of the population or
political elite may be drifting toward U.S.
annexation as a survival mechanism.

Climate & Extreme Weather Extreme
weather is driving a crisis in the insurance
market, with Alberta homeowners paying
nearly 400% more for coverage than 20 years
ago. This fiscal strain is being framed as a
direct consequence of government inability
to update building codes or provide adequate
wildfire mitigation infrastructure.
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Leadership Dynamics & Governance In the
UK, the transition from Keir Starmer to Andy
Burnham signals a potential shift in Middle
East policy, with Burnham promising more
pressure on Israel. In Canada, the Alberta
separation referendum scheduled for October
19th poses a fundamental challenge to the
constitutional order, despite the Premier
supporting the province remaining in Canada.

Global Health & Biosecurity The avian
influenza (H5N1) standoff at a BC ostrich
farm  highlights a radicalized anti-
government sentiment. The "Freedom
Group" and "Convoy" veterans have pivoted to
defending "doomed ostriches" as a symbolic
fight against "government overreach," despite
the scientific necessity to cull infected animals
to prevent a human pandemic.

Energy & Critical Minerals The race for
critical minerals in Greenland and Canada has
become a "new cold war." U.S. interests,
closely linked to the Pentagon, are
aggressively pursuing ownership of
Canadian mining projects (e.g., Torngat
Metals, UCore) to counter China’s dominance,
raising questions about whether these are

Canadian or American projects.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Privatization of Exploitation A
recurring theme is the exploitation of
consumer and citizen trust by unregulated
platforms. The StubHub "mass scalping"
scandal reveals how marketplaces can bhe
rigged from within by leadership, effectively
taxing the public's desire for cultural
connection. Similarly, the monetization of hate
on platforms like Rumble and Entropy shows
how niche tech companies profit from social

division while hiding behind "freedom of
speech" defenses.

The Collapse of Regulatory Buffer Zones
The transcripts depict a failure of traditional
regulatory bodies to keep pace with rapidly
evolving threats. The Sport Canada mandate
is too narrow to fix corruption in Cricket
Canada, and the CFIA is unable to effectively
enforce labeling standards that prevent
"maple washing." This regulatory gap is being
filled by organized crime (in sports and
drugs) and hostile foreign actors (Chinese
secret police).

Weaponized Nationalism The "Buy

Canadian" sentiment is being investigated as
a hollow brand rather than a rigorous
economic policy. While citizens attempt to be
patriotic at the grocery store, corporations
are using misleading logos to mask U.S.-
sourced products. This "symbolic nationalism"
is failing to protect the domestic economy

from real-world U.S. economic aggression.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Canada is facing institutional decay that is
feeding separatist and radicalized narratives.
The Alberta separation referendum is no
longer a fringe movement; it is now an official
ballot question for October, challenging
federal jurisdiction over treaty lands and
resources. This internal fracture is
exacerbated by indigenous sovereignty
claims, with First Nations leaders asserting

that no province has the authority to eliminate
treaty rights through secession.

Public sentiment is also being strained by the
toxic drug crisis and the debate over
involuntary treatment. Testimonies from
recovering addicts and bereaved families
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show a deeply polarized society: one side
viewing forced treatment as a traumatic
violation of rights, the other seeing it as an
essential life-saving measure. This lack of
social consensus is constraining state
capacity to provide effective public health
solutions.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The global system is portrayed as a volatile
threat matrix where Canada's "special
relationship" with the U.S. is rapidly
deteriorating. The U.S. is increasingly viewed
as an unpredictable, conquest-minded
neighbor, with Donald Trump threatening
Greenland" and eyeing Canadian critical
minerals with intent. Canada's
response is defensive and reactive, with
Ontario Premier Doug Ford pleading for
"neighborly support" while U.S. lawmakers
push sanctions.

similar

Furthermore, the infiltration of Chinese
secret police shows Canada is a

battleground for global soft and hard
power. The state’s inability to prevent
dissident surveillance on its own soil suggests
a significant loss of "Westphalian" sovereignty.
Canada is being forced to choose between
U.S. hegemony (at the cost of its resources)
and Chinese subversion (at the cost of its
democratic values).

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by
inflationary pressures and the threat of a
trade war. Household stability is under
pressure from rising service costs
(weddings, concerts) and a predatory
secondary ticket market that drains

discretionary income. Market sentiment is
increasingly cautious and defensive.

» Tariff Volatility: Threat of 10-100% U.S.
tariffs creates a high-risk environment for
manufacturing and media exports.

* Insurance Hyperinflation: 400% increase

in Alberta property insurance over two

decades due to weather risk.

* Resource Investment: US. Pentagon

funding $62.6M to $260M in Canadian rare
earth projects, signaling a shift in
ownership to the U.S. military-industrial
complex.

* Consumer Inflation: Wedding costs

average $30,000-$42,000; world tour ticket
prices up 37% since 2019.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

* Andy Burnham: Set to become UK Prime
Minister on Monday; signals a "personal
and transparent" outsider style but faces
immediate pressure over Middle East
policy.

* Keir Starmer: Stepping down as UK PM;
resignation to be offered to the King.

* Amjad Bajwa: Voted out as President of
Cricket Canada following a BC judge's
rebuke and allegations of match-fixing.

* Vinder Kosa: New President of Cricket

Canada; already faces scrutiny over alleged
connections to threats.

e Sulman Khan: Fired as CEO of Cricket
Canada after nine months of working while
under police charges for theft and fraud.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial hierarchy emphasizes
domestic security and
protection above all else. The lead stories
are consistently the Wildfires and the Toxic
Drug Crisis, framed through personal trauma
and direct impact on citizens. There is a fear-
inducing tone regarding U.S. trade threats,
which are presented as a recurring, almost
inescapable nightmare. Buried stories
include the nuances of the UK’s leadership
change and the specifics of Middle Eastern
missile interceptions, which are treated as
"global background noise" compared to the
immediate threat of StubHub scalping or
ticket scams. Conspicuous Omissions
include any detailed discussion of federal
wildfire mitigation budgets or the specific
diplomatic channels being used to de-escalate
with the Trump administration.

consumer

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

COUNTRIES

* United States: Framed as a hostile,
predatory ally. Implicitly portrayed as
chaotic yet overwhelmingly strong, using
leverage to "break" Canada. Quote: "He is
trying to break us."

* China: Portrayed as a covert foe and a
source of biosafety threats (narcotics).
Framed as competent in its subversion but
unprincipled. Quote: "Crime groups are not

'T lin h."

lin I h

* Canada: Portrayed as vulnerable and
reactive, suffering from both internal
dissent (Alberta) and external bullying.
Framed as a principled but "weak" victim of
geopolitical and environmental shifts.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Characterized as
conqueror-like and transactional.
Portrayed as a direct threat to Canadian
sovereignty. Quote: "Donald Trump was

nding more lik nqueror than
incoming president."
* Doug Ford: Framed as a defensive

populist trying to manage multiple crises
simultaneously while facing criticism for
his "budgetary commitment" to safety.
Quote: "Everything is good... i don't find
that happening at all."

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* StubHub: Framed as parasitic and
corrupt. Portrayed as intentionally
confusing consumers to profit from their
own scalping. Quote: "Essentially StubHub

| its CEQ 0 the busi ¢
scalping."

* Bishnoi Group: Framed as a violent
transnational syndicate successfully
infiltrating Canadian sports to fix matches.
Quote: "You won'
the Bishnoi group."

run away from

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The day's reporting identifies a sophisticated
propaganda machine operating within
Canada. The GDL (Goyam Defense League)
and Entropy platform are revealed to be
weaponizing ‘"live streams" to monetize
racism and solicit donations for "hate" under
the guise of free speech. Furthermore, the
ostrich farm standoff shows how a niche
biosecurity issue was hijacked by "Freedom
Convoy" veterans to seed a narrative of
"government overreach," potentially leading
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to violent escalation and death threats against
CFIA staffers.

The state is also struggling with domestic
"Maple washing," where the Canadian brand
is being used as a propaganda tool by
corporations to sell foreign goods. This
creates an environment of generalized
mistrust, where citizens cannot distinguish
between authentic domestic support and
cynical marketing.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Annexation Narrative Gains
Traction: As the economic pain of tariffs
and the fiscal cost of wildfires mount,
"annexationism" or deeper U.S. integration
will move from the fringe to a central
political debate in Canada. The framing of
Canada as the "51st state" is a precursor to
a sovereignty crisis.

Regulatory Crackdown on Resale
Markets: The StubHub revelations and
Cricket Canada's match-fixing will likely
trigger emergency federal legislation to
regulate secondary markets and sport-
betting integrity, though enforcement
against digital entities will remain a "game
of whack-a-mole."

* Evolution of the Drug Crisis: The arrival
of "Nitazines" and "Rhino Trank" signals a
shift from a "health crisis" to a mass
casualty event that will force a pivot back
toward aggressive enforcement over harm
reduction as  traditional treatments
(Naloxone) fail at scale.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

e Potential for civil unrest in Alberta or BC
as wildfire evacuations continue and
temporary housing centers reach capacity

near Thunder Bay.

* Formal transition of power in the UK and
an immediate diplomatic friction point
with Israel over Burnham's stated
position.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

e The October 19th referendum in Alberta
will lead to a constitutional showdown
between federal, provincial, and indigenous

governments over treaty rights.
* Implementation of new Ontario legislation

capping ticket resale prices, testing the
legal reach of the state against
multinational platforms.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* A structural shift in the critical mineral
supply chain, with the U.S. military
establishing "mineral sovereignty" over
Canadian deposits via Torngat and UCore.

* A permanent increase in insurance-driven
domestic migration as parts of Alberta
and Northern Ontario become
"uninsurable" due to repeat fire risk.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The combination of deteriorating diplomatic
relations and internal systemic corruption has
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elevated Canada's risk profile to its highest
level in decades.

* Sovereignty Erosion via Economic
Coercion: The US wuses environmental
"smoke" and critical mineral "security" as a
pretext to bypass Canadian law and
integrate Triggers:
Implementation of 100% tariffs; passage of
the "Canada Fire Act." Likelihood: High.
Impact: Extreme (Loss of economic
autonomy). Mitigations: Aggressive

diversification of mineral exports to G7
allies outside the US.

Human Pandemic Owutbreak (H5N1):
Radicalized groups prevent biosecurity
(culls) from being enacted.
Triggers: Escape of infected animals from
"Freedom-occupied" farms. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Global catastrophe.
Mitigations: Military-led enforcement of
biosecurity zones.

resources.

measures

Collapse of Public Trust in Cultural
Institutions: Scalping and match-fixing
scandals delegitimize sports and
entertainment. Triggers: Arrest of more
board-level sports
organizations. Likelihood: High. Impact:
High social erosion. Mitigations:
Establishing a Federal Oversight
Commission for Sports and Resale Markets.

officials in national

Narcotics-Driven Mass Casualty Event:
The arrival of Nitazines and non-reversible
opioids. Triggers: Widespread detection of

"Rhino Trank" in non-urban -centers.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High (Public
health system collapse). Mitigations:

Biometric-based safe supply machines.

Transnational Repression Blowback:
Chinese secret police activity leads to the
assassination or "accidental" death of high-
profile dissidents. Triggers: Discovery of
definitive proof in the BC kayak death
investigation. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High (Major diplomatic break with
Beijing). Mitigations: Formal expulsion of
identified operatives and closure of "police
stations."

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

U.S. Diplomatic Counter-Narrative: The
broadcasts focus almost exclusively on U.S.
aggression but fail to explore whether
Canadian companies actually blocked U.S.
firefighting companies, as Senator Tim
Sheehy claims in his social media posts.
Financial Scale of Gang Infiltration:
While match-fixing is alleged, the actual
volume of illegal gambling revenue
being laundered through Canadian cricket
remains unquantified, leaving a gap in
understanding the economic power of these
syndicates.

Efficacy of Safe Supply: The transcripts
provide anecdotal evidence of safe supply
benefits but omit large-scale data on
whether these programs reduce the overall
mortality rate in the face of more potent
Nitazines.

Greenland’s Internal Unity: The
reporting highlights the Minister's
resistance to Trump but glosses over
potential internal fractures among
Greenlanders might view U.S.
investment as preferable to Danish
oversight.

who
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* Sustainability of the 64-Team World
Cup: The math of the tournament is
explored in depth, but the environmental
and carbon cost of transporting teams
and fans across 64 locations is entirely
ignored.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Managed Sovereignty Loss: The current
Canadian administration may be quietly
facilitating U.S. control of critical minerals
as a trade-off for exemption from the most
damaging tariffs. In this scenario, the
public outrage is a performance to mask a
strategic retreat of the state.

* The Ostrich Farm as a "Psy-Op": The
rapid radicalization of the ostrich farm
standoff into a freedom movement may be a
foreign-funded disinformation test case to
see how easily Canadian public health
policies can be paralyzed by niche,
emotional narratives.

* Black Swan Event - The "Windsor
Blockade": A sudden U.S. military-led
"smoke mitigation" operation that crosses
the border without authorization, leading
to an accidental skirmish with the Canadian
Armed Forces.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately declassify

regarding Chinese
police operatives to expose their networks
and provide protection to dissidents in

Canada.

information secret

* Economic: Pivot the "Buy Canadian"
campaign toward a legally enforceable
certification with 98% ingredient

thresholds to combat "Maple washing."

* Diplomatic: Launch a high-level "Wildfire
Diplomacy" mission to Washington to
neutralize the "smoke-as-hostility"
narrative with data-driven co-
management proposals.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from U.S.
steel and film production partners to avoid

ial 50-100% FF '
e Compliance: Food producers must re-
labeling immediately; the
"Maple washing" investigation suggests a
coming regulatory wave that could lead to

evaluate

massive re-packaging costs within
months.

Capital Allocation: Investment in battery
storage and renewable energy in small
municipalities (like Berwick) is becoming a
strategic necessity as regional power grids
become more unstable during fire
seasons.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance is currently characterized by
emergency reactive policy and jurisdictional
friction between federal and provincial
Major focus areas
consumer protection in digital markets and

authorities. include
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constitutional rights during health * StubHub Insider Scalping Scandal:

emergencies. Investigative reports reveal CEO Eric Baker

manages a hedge fund that mass-scalps

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: tickets on his own platform, effectively
c Canada Fire Act (U.S. Proposed): institutionalizing predatory pricing.

Intent to hold Canada legally
accountable for transborder smoke via

Cricket Canada Corruption and Match-
Fixing: Allegations of board-level

U.S. sanctions. corruption, n infiltration  (Bishnoi
o Compassionate Care Act (Alberta): group), and match-fixing by the national
Policy to mandate involuntary drug team captain. The organization is currently
treatment for addicts. in a "civil war" with multiple lawsuits.
° Ontario Ticket Resale Ban: « The Ostrich Farm Standoff: A BC farm
Legislation to prevent reselling above refuses to cull 400 ostriches after an H5N1
face value. outbreak, becoming a symbol for the

"Freedom Group" and prompting threats

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: .
against government agents.

o First Nations Chiefs’ Annual

Meeting: Emergency resolution passed e Nitazines and the "Rhino Trank" Crisis:

stating no_province can change treaty A new wave of synthetic opioids up to 43
rights. times stronger than fentanyl is making
traditional overdose reversal methods

o Doug Ford’s Wildfire Update: Ontario
Premier reporting on 655,000 hectares

burned and 191 active fires. e Chinese Dissident Surveillance in

Canada: Evidence of a Chinese operative

spying on Canadian soil for 15 years,
targeting critics of the Communist Party.

ineffective.

KEY STORIES

« The Great Canadian Wildfire * Alberta Separation Referendum: A
binding referendum is set for October 19th
to decide Alberta’s future in Canada,
causing friction with First Nations over

Emergency: Thousands evacuated across
Thunder Bay, BC, and NWT due to
unprecedented fire intensity. The military is

assisting in remote areas, and smoke is treaty land.
causing diplomatic and health crises in the * The 64-Team World Cup Expansion:
U.S. FIFA considers expanding the 2030

tournament to 64 teams, sparking debates
over talent dilution, broadcast revenue, and
"wonky" tournament math.

* US. Trade War Escalation: Donald
Trump and Republican lawmakers threaten
massive tariffs and sanctions against
Canada, using wildfire smoke as a pretext * Food Labeling "Maple Washing":
for aggressive protectionism. Investigation into how brands like Betty

Crocker and McCain use Canadian imagery
to sell products made in the U.S. or with
foreign ingredients.
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* The Sunscreen SPF Reliability Test: Lab
tests show wide discrepancies in SPF
protection, with some products labeled SPF
50 testing as low as SPF 15.

* The 50th Anniversary of the Montreal
Olympics: Celebration of the 1976 Games
while acknowledging the long-term debt
and mismanagement of the "mega-project.”

* Canada at Eurovision: Canada becomes a
full member of the European Broadcasting
Union, with a public selection process for
next year’s contest in Bulgaria.

* The Bangkok Pub Fire: A fire near a
stage in a Bangkok pub kills at least 27,
highlighting  catastrophic failures in
building codes and emergency egress.

* The Race for Greenland Minerals: A
"New Cold War" for critical minerals as the
US attempts to annex or
Greenland's rare earth deposits.

control

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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