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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA FACES

A SYSTEMIC "PSYCHOLOGICAL

CRISIS" AS EXTREME HEAT,

ECONOMIC INSOLVENCY, AND

DEMOGRAPHIC ATROPHY

CONVERGE WITH REGIONAL

POLITICAL FRAGMENTATION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July  19,  2026,  marks  a  critical  juncture  for

Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), characterized

by  a  deep-seated  "psychological  crisis"  that

transcends  mere  economic  metrics.  Citizens

are  increasingly  forced  to  choose  between

basic  sustenance  and  essential

medication,  a  trend  that  experts  warn  is

causing long-term, irreparable damage to the

nation's mental health and social fabric. This

domestic  instability  is  compounded  by  an

extreme  heatwave with  temperatures

exceeding  35-40°C,  which  has  altered  the

rhythm of daily life and increased the risk of

wildfires across the region. The demographic

outlook is equally grim, with new UN research

highlighting  a  significant  gap  between  the

desires  of  youth  for  family  stability  and  the

economic  reality  that  forces  many  into

permanent emigration.

Globally, the landscape is defined by the 2026

World Cup final between Argentina and Spain

and significant military-diplomatic movements

in  France.  During  the  Bastille  Day

celebrations,  a  new  coalition  for  anti-

ballistic  missile  defense was  formed,

notably including North Macedonia but seeing

the  departure  of  Bulgaria,  which  cited  the

futility of  arming Ukraine.  Regional  tensions

were further stoked by "seating diplomacy" in

Paris,  where  the  presence  of  Serbian

President  Vučić  in  the  front  row,  contrasted

with  Croatian  PM  Plenković’s  second-row

placement, sparked a narrative of diplomatic

victory and provincialism in Balkan media.

Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  remains  embroiled  in

naval tensions with Iran in the Persian Gulf,

while simultaneously pushing the boundaries

of  medical  science  through  xeno-

transplantation.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Demographic  and  Mental  Health

Crisis in BiH 

UN  research  identifies  a  "psychological

crisis"  where  economic  pressure  is

destroying family structures and deterring

youth from marriage.

One-third  of  young  people  in  BiH  are

single,  with  many  citing  economic

insecurity as  the  primary  barrier  to

starting families.

Bank lending has  tightened,  forcing over-

leveraged  citizens  toward  high-interest

micro-credit organizations to cover daily

expenses.
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Global  Climate  Extremes  and

Wildfires 

Record  temperatures  hit  Toronto  (37.3°C)

and  runways  at  international  airports

reached as high as 55°C.

Major wildfires are active in France (near

Paris), Spain (Almeria), Greece (Astypalea),

and  Canada  (Ontario),  resulting  in

thousands  of  evacuations and  multiple

fatalities.

The "triple 30" rule (30°C, <30% humidity,

>30km/h  wind)  is  identified  as  a  100%

predictor for  wildfire  outbreaks  in  the

Balkans.

Regional Political Shifts and OHR

Blockade 

The  Office  of  the  High  Representative

(OHR) remains in a state of paralysis with

no  consensus  on  a  new  appointee;  Luis

Krišok serves as acting chief amid US-EU

strategic divergence.

The Croatian Sabor passed a resolution on

the  status  of  Croats  in  BiH,  which  was

diluted  during  negotiations to  remove

mentions of a "third entity" or the revival of

Herceg-Bosna.

Internal  fracturing  within  the  SNSD  is

evident following the expulsion and arrest

of high-ranking official Nedeljko Elek after

a violent nightclub incident at Pale.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

Bastille Day parade served as a platform for a

new  "Coalition  of  the  Willing"  to  organize

joint  defense  against  Russian  ballistic

missiles,  with  plans  for  major  exercises  in

Poland  this  autumn  involving  French  and

British  forces.  Simultaneously,  the  USS

Abraham  Lincoln  maintains  a  record-setting

deployment  in  the  Persian  Gulf  amid  direct

threats from Iranian forces.

Climate  &  Extreme  Weather:

Meteorological patterns suggest that extreme

heatwaves are now the rule rather than the

exception.  This  shift  is  straining  critical

infrastructure  and  agricultural  output,  with

citizens  reporting  spongy,  tasteless  produce

due to heat stress.

Diplomacy  & Statecraft: The  international

community is struggling with the "Greenland

Moment,"  where  EU  allies  have  united  to

reject U.S. aspirations for sovereignty over the

territory,  while  trade  war  rhetoric  between

the U.S.  and individual  EU states like Spain

continues to escalate.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics:

Bulgaria’s exit from the pro-Ukraine coalition,

echoing Kremlin rhetoric that arming Ukraine

prolongs  the  war,  signals  a  potential

fracturing  of  European  unity.  Conversely,

Montenegro  is  advancing  rapidly  toward

EU membership,  having  closed  more  than

half of its negotiating chapters under the Irish

presidency.

Macroeconomics & Trade: BiH faces a new

wave  of  fuel  price  hikes,  with  diesel

approaching 3 KM per liter. Economists warn

that  regional  reliance on U.S.  administrative

decisions (specifically  President  Trump’s

policies) continues to drive price volatility for

transport and logistics.

Tech  Sovereignty  &  AI: There  is  an

emerging  debate  regarding  digital

dependence  on  U.S.  tech  giants.

Experiments  in  living without  Google,  Meta,

and  Microsoft  products  reveal  a  near-total

loss  of  workplace  productivity and  social
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coordination, highlighting a lack of European

alternatives.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Human-Animal  Interface  and  Xeno-

Biotech: A  significant  portion  of  the  day's

coverage  is  dedicated  to  the  ethical  and

technical  frontiers of  xeno-transplantation.

The  success  of  pig-to-human  kidney

transplants  (using  CRISPR-Cas9  for  10-60

genetic  edits)  is  framed as  a  revolution in

medicine that could eliminate organ waitlists

within five years. However, this is countered

by deep-seated ethical concerns from groups

like PETA regarding "animals as spare parts"

and biosecurity risks related to the potential

unleashing of porcine viruses into the human

population.

Demographic Collapse as a Security Risk:

The  transcripts  suggest  that  the  primary

threat  to  BiH  is  no  longer  just  political

gridlock, but the biological emptying of the

country. The "psychological crisis" identified

by  sociologists  indicates  that  the  youth  no

longer  see  a  future  in  a  "broken  country"

divided  by  war  trauma.  This  trend  is  not

unique to BiH but is most acute there, as the

INTENSITY of emotion and the low "threshold

for happiness" make the population uniquely

vulnerable to external shocks.

The  Weaponization  of  Sport: The  2026

World  Cup  is  depicted  not  just  as  a

tournament,  but  as  a  social  glue and

"epigenetic  trigger"  for  collective  pride.  In

BiH, the "dream of the Dragons" provided a

temporary catharsis from daily misery, yet

this  is  being  co-opted  by  politicians  to

manufacture  "cheap  political  theater" ahead

of the upcoming election cycle.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  internal  stability  of  BiH  is  severely

compromised  by  the  erosion of  the  social

contract.  The  broadcast  highlights  that

"economy  is  no  longer  just  a  question  of

standard,  but  of  psychological  health,"  with

citizens losing peace, sleep, and hope due to

price  gouging  and  stagnant  wages.  This  is

leading to a breakdown in family relations,

where  partners  argue over  bills  rather  than

emotions.

Within the Republika Srpska (RS) entity,  the

SNSD  ruling  faction  is  experiencing

internal turmoil. The expulsion of Nedeljko

Elek, a prominent official, following a violent

police  raid on  a  Pale  nightclub  suggests  a

purge or a significant rift among the elite. The

local  mayor’s  condemnation  of  the  police

action—calling it "brutal torture"—indicates a

loss of  mandate and trust in  the security

apparatus at the local level. Furthermore, the

privatization of  the "Orao"  industry to  a

Belgrade-based  company  (Glotech)  is  being

framed  by  the  opposition  as  evidence  of

systemic  corruption intended  to  secure

political support from Serbia at the expense of

national assets.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The global system is portrayed as increasingly

multipolar  and  fractious.  The  U.S.  is

depicted  as  both  a  medical  pioneer  and  a

belligerent  naval  power,  maintaining  a

"picket line" in the Gulf  of  Oman that could

ignite  a  direct  conflict  with  Iran at  any

moment. Europe, while unified at the Bastille

Day  summit  in  its  anti-ballistic  posture,  is

internally  divided  by  divergent  strategies
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on OHR and the "Ukraine fatigue" manifested

in Bulgaria's policy shift.

BiH's posture is reactive and defensive. It is

actively  attempting  to  secure  "tech

sovereignty"  through  individual  academic

initiatives but remains logistically tethered

to  the  U.S. and  vulnerable  to  regional

meddling by Serbia and Croatia. The framing

of  the  "Greenland  Moment"  suggests  a

growing appetite in Europe for a posture that

is  independent  of  Trump-era  U.S.

unilateralism.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  environment  is  defined  by

unstable  energy  costs  and  aggressive

inflation (estimated at 22% over four years).

Capital  flows in  BiH are  shifting  away from

traditional  banking  toward  high-risk  micro-

lending as  bank  rejection  rates  climb.  The

agriculture sector is in crisis due to climate

stress, with quality and yield both declining.

Key Economic Vectors 

Fuel  Prices: Approaching  3.10  KM  in

Sarajevo;  transport  costs  surging  by

20-30%.

Demographic  Atrophy: UN  reports  that

22% of women aged 35-39 in the region

have  no  children,  a  trend  driven  by

systemic lack of trust in economic stability.

Auto Industry: Europe  has  invested  200

billion  Euros  in  EV  infrastructure,  yet

China retains an 80% battery market share.

Agricultural  Yields: Principle  yields  are

weaker;  fruit  and  vegetables  losing

nutritional  quality due  to  extreme  heat

episodes.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  personnel  shifts  reflect  a

consolidation of power in RS and an impasse

in international administration.

Nedeljko Elek: Expelled from SNSD and

dismissed  from  all  public  functions

following  his  public  criticism  of  police

tactics  in  Pale.  His  downfall  marks  a

significant  narrowing  of  the  inner  circle

around Milorad Dodik.

Luis  Krišok: Serving  as  Acting  High

Representative for  BiH;  his  status  as  a

"placeholder"  reflects  the  inability  of  the

international community to agree on a long-

term strategy for OHR's closure.

Anela Zorlak Hujdurović: Emerges as a

key expert in personalized medicine and

epigenetics, representing a new generation

of scientists attempting to modernize BiH’s

health  infrastructure from  within  the

private sector.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  N1  broadcast  prioritizes  existential

domestic  crises (mental  health  and  heat)

over  international  news,  which  is  framed

through its impact on the local economy (fuel

prices, World Cup). The lead stories focus on

the breakdown of social order at Pale and

the  demographic  research  that  forecasts

national  decline.  Global  events  like  the

Bastille  Day summit are  minimized unless

they  involve  regional  leaders.  The  tone  is

fear-inducing  and  skeptical,  particularly

regarding the government's ability to manage

the  heatwave  or  the  economic  crisis.  A

conspicuous  omission is  any  detailed

discussion  of  the  specific  military  aid  being

provided to Ukraine by the new "Coalition of
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the  Willing,"  focusing  instead  on  the

diplomatic theater of seating arrangements.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext reveals a world where prestige

is  measured  in  centimeters of  seating

proximity  and  where  alliances  are

increasingly transactional.

COUNTRIES 

Serbia: Portrayed  as  opportunistic  and

ascendant. President Vučić is framed as a

"winner" who successfully maneuvered for

a front-row seat at Bastille Day despite not

being  in  the  military  coalition,  effectively

"overshadowing" Croatia.

Croatia: Framed  as  provincial  and

defensive.  PM  Plenković’s  "second-row"

treatment  is  used  as  an  indictment  of

Croatia’s declining regional influence.

Bulgaria: Portrayed  as  unreliable  and

prone  to  Russian  influence after  its

prime  minister  suggested  the  war  would

end if Ukraine stopped arming itself.

LEADERS 

Milorad Dodik: Framed as  corrupt and

authoritarian,  using  the  sale  of  state

industries like "Orao" to buy political favor

from  Vučić while  using  police  force  to

maintain internal discipline.

Emmanuel Macron: Portrayed as a proud

host of  European  unity,  yet  one  whose

efforts are distracted by domestic fires and

regional Balkan bickering.

Volodymyr  Zelenskyy: Framed  as  the

undisputed  center of  European  defense

efforts,  with  his  presence  at  Bastille  Day

legitimizing the new coalition.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

United  Therapeutics: Portrayed  as

medical  pioneers leading  the  charge  in

scaling  up  pig  production for  organ

transplants.

Transparency  International: Framed  as

the  last  line  of  defense against  pre-

election  corruption and  the  illegal  use  of

public resources in BiH.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Seating  Diplomacy  Narratives: Serbian

tabloids  are  in  "ecstasy" over  Vučić's

seating  placement,  seeding a  narrative  of

diplomatic  superiority to  distract  from

domestic issues.

OHR Disinformation: Conflicting reports

on  the  "acting"  status  of  the  High

Representative suggest narrative seeding

by  different  blocs  (US  vs.  EU)  to  gauge

public reaction to an OHR closure.

Nightclub  "Torture"  Claims: The  delta

between  the  MUP’s  claim  of  "regular

procedure" and the Mayor of Pale’s claim of

"brutal torture" suggests a domestic psy-op

to undermine police authority in the RS.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Demographic  Collapse: If  current

economic  trends  hold,  BiH  will  reach  a

demographic  tipping  point within  5

years where the healthcare system for the

elderly will collapse due to youth exodus.
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Regional  Conflict: The  naval  tensions

between the U.S. and Iran in the Gulf are

highly  likely  to  escalate into  limited

strikes, as commanders on the USS Lincoln

are "ready to open fire without warning".

OHR Obsolescence: The OHR will  likely

be  replaced  by  a  more  technical  EU

mission as  the  US  focuses  more  on  the

Persian Gulf and Eastern European missile

defense rather than Balkan state-building.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  civil

unrest  in  Pale following  the  nightclub

incident.  The  2026  World  Cup  final  will

provide  a  brief  economic  surge for  the

hospitality  sector,  followed  by  a  post-

tournament "reality shock" as new fuel prices

take effect.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Wildfires will

likely cause mass migrations from affected

agricultural  regions  in  the  Mediterranean

toward  northern  cities.  The  new  anti-

ballistic  coalition will  cause  a  permanent

strategic rift with Bulgaria.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Xeno-

transplantation  will  become  a  multi-billion

dollar  industry,  potentially  creating  a  new

biotech divide between the West and nations

with religious bans on porcine products. BiH

will  either  successfully  join  the  EU with

Montenegro  or  become  a  depopulated

buffer zone.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Systemic  Mental  Health  Collapse:

Triggers:  Continued  food/medicine  price

parity.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Destruction of labor productivity and social

order. Mitigations: Immediate reduction in

income contributions to increase net pay.

Wildfire-Induced  Infrastructure

Failure: Triggers: Reaching the "Triple 30"

threshold  for  14+  days.  Likelihood:  Very

High.  Impact:  Loss  of  life  and  long-term

atmospheric  pollution.  Mitigations:

Establishing protective buffer zones around

settlements.

Persian  Gulf  Escalation: Triggers:

Iranian  drone  swarms  targeting  U.S.

destroyers.  Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:

Global  oil  price shock (>110 USD/barrel).

Mitigations:  Maintaining  high-alert  naval

rotations and diplomatic back-channels.

Demographic  Dead-End: Triggers:

Continued  youth  unemployment  >40%.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Regime

instability  due  to  elderly  care  deficit.

Mitigations:  Targeted  "Plan  for  Growth"

incentives for young families.

Zoonotic Viral Leap: Triggers: Failure in

gene-editing  screening in  xeno-

transplantation.  Likelihood:  Low  but

catastrophic.  Impact:  New  global

pandemic.  Mitigations:  Strict  FDA-

monitored  biosecurity  protocols at  pig

farms.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcast  fails  to  provide  concrete

economic  figures for  the  "psychological

crisis,"  relying  instead  on  anecdotal

evidence  of  "choosing  between  food  and

meds."
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There  is  no  mention  of  the  actual

performance  of  the  pig  kidney

recipients beyond  the  first  60  days,

leaving a gap in the long-term viability of

the tech after Tiana's rejection incident.

The  narrative  of  Vučić's  "diplomatic

victory" in Paris is unverified and likely a

product of state-aligned media bias rather

than an actual French policy shift.

The  impact  of  the  extreme heat  on the

electrical grid is largely ignored, focusing

only on health and fire risks.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Controlled  Social  Deflation: The

"psychological  crisis"  in  BiH  may  be  a

deliberate  narrative promoted  by  NGOs

and  the  OHR  to  force  constitutional

changes that would otherwise be rejected

by nationalist elites.

Technological  Distraction: The  hyper-

focus  on  robotic  snakes  and  xeno-

transplantation serves as a "Black Swan"

distraction  from  the  failure  of  European

tech sovereignty, masking the fact that the

region is becoming a digital colony of the

U.S.

The  "Elek  Purge"  as  Stability: The

expulsion of Elek from the SNSD might not

be  a  sign  of  weakness,  but  a  calculated

stabilization  move by  Dodik  to  remove

"uncontrollable"  elements  before  the

election.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Implement  national  heat  adaptation

strategies,  specifically  regarding  labor

laws  for  outdoor  workers  during  peak

temperature hours between 10:30 AM and

5:00 PM.

Formalize  a  regional  wildfire  response

coalition to  share  aerial  assets  like

Canadairs,  as  single-nation  responses  are

proving insufficient for cross-border fires.

Prioritize  judicial  reforms  in  BiH to

unblock  the  OHR  impasse,  as  political

blockades are stalling critical EU Plan for

Growth funds.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Bio-Ethics  Compliance: Investors  in

xeno-transplantation must price in massive

regulatory and ethical risk from animal

rights groups.

Supply Chain Resilience: Transport firms

in the Balkans must hedge against 3+ KM/

liter fuel costs driven by geopolitical price

shocks.

Labor  Market  Atrophy: Firms  in  BiH

should  implement  "retention  programs"

focusing  on  flexible  work  and  wellbeing

rather  than  just  salary,  as  youth  are

increasingly valuing free time over money.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  regional

identity rights and institutional survival amid

pre-election tensions.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Resolution  on  Croats  in  BiH

(Croatian Sabor): Intended to  protect

political  representation;  passed  in  a

diluted form omitting the "third  entity"

demand.

Law  on  Courts  /  VSTS  (BiH

Parliament): Critical for EU accession;

passed  the  first  reading despite  being

characterized  by  the  opposition  as

"hypocritical and mendacious."

Dual-Purpose  Industry  Law

(Republika  Srpska): Allows  for

majority foreign ownership of defense

firms, leading to the sale of the "Orao"

company to a Belgrade-based entity.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

UN  Population  Fund  Briefing:

Revealed  the  yawning  gap between

youth aspirations and economic realities

in the Balkans.

CIK  (Central  Election  Commission)

Ruling: Imposed fines on SNSD (8,000

KM),  SDP,  and  DF  for  "premature

campaigning"  and  illegal  use  of  public

resources.

KEY STORIES

Psychological Crisis in BiH: Widespread

mental  health  decline  caused  by  citizens

choosing  between  food  and  meds amid

22% inflation.

Global Heatwave and Runway Melting:

International  flights  grounded  as  airport

runways reach 55°C.

Xeno-transplantation  Breakthrough:

Successful pig-to-human organ transplants

using  CRISPR-edited  cells at  Mass

General.

Bastille Day Defense Coalition: New EU

coalition formed for anti-ballistic missile

defense;  Bulgaria  exits  the  Ukraine

support bloc.

Wildfires  in  Paris  and  Almeria: 800

hectares  burning  near  Paris;  13  dead  in

Spanish fires.

SNSD Nightclub Incident: High-ranking

official Nedeljko Elek expelled after violent

police raid at Pale.

2026  World  Cup  Final: Argentina  vs.

Spain  finale  expected  to  draw  record

viewership; England takes 3rd place.

Fuel Price Crisis: BiH fuel reaches 3.10

KM;  economists  link  costs  to  Trump's

energy policies.

Digital  Sovereignty  Experiment: N1

journalist  documents  the  collapse  of

productivity when avoiding U.S. tech giants

for 24 hours.

Robotic  Biomechanics: Oxford

researchers  develop  origami  robots  and

robotic  snakes inspired  by  animal

movement for search and rescue.

Montenegro  EU  Progress: Chapters  8

and 29 closed under the Irish presidency.

Persian  Gulf  Naval  Standoff: USS

Abraham Lincoln sailors face 230+ days at

sea amid daily Iranian threats.

Greenland  Sovereignty  Dispute: EU

allies reject Trump-era aspirations for the

territory.

Drought  in  Greece: Astypalea  island

restricts water usage due to severe rainfall

deficit.
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Daughter of the Regiment: A U.S. Navy

pilot  meets  his  newborn  daughter  via

FaceTime while  on  a  record-long  combat

deployment.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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