TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
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JULY 20, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

UKRAINE LAUNCHES DECISIVE MARITIME
DRONE OFFENSIVE & GLOBAL ESCALATION
AMIDST DOMESTIC POLITICAL CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE SUMMARY

Pivotal Russo-Ukrainian War Junction (July 20, 2026) | Massive Divergence: Military Success vs. Domestic Instability
| “Tsushima on Azov” Drone Swarm Paralyses Russian Shadow Fleet & Fuel Line | High-Precision Strikes on
Moscow Logistics (Wildberries) | Dismissal of Defense Minister Fedorov Triggering "Cardboard Protests” | Global
Fracture: Strait of Hormuz Naval Warfare & Paris Anti-Ballistic Alliance (“Technological Sovereignty”).
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Dismissal of popular Fedorov triggers * “Cardboard Protests”. Hormuz Open Conflict Spikes Energy Prices.
Deep R|ft “Digital Generation” vs. Conservative Military Leadership. Paris “Coalition of the Willing” formalized.
Crisis of Mandate for Kyiv. Shift to licensed Patriot/Aster production in Ukraine.

TARGETING RUSSIAN LOGISTICS: ECONOMIC ATTRITION THE CLASH OF COMMAND
THE END OF SANCTUARY & FUEL HUNGER PHILOSOPHIES
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FEDOROV: R
Drone-CenlrIic, . “Soviet Sch(ﬁtl",
40% Global T R&D, Decentralizes Maneuver Warfare,
$ 0%p§,°al|);zlejade “Digital Units" Centralized Command,
Deep Strikes on Dual-Use Hubs. Weapomzanon of Energy. High-Attrition
Disruption of Russian military supply chain. Russian domestic poultry prices tripled. Structural conflict over future warfare model.
“Entering Every Russian Home" with fuel & food crises. Ukrainian Inflation Pressure. Public favor shifts to tech innovation.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISKS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):  LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS): KEY RISKS:
Skelya Unit Scandal Suppression, ~ First ‘Made in Ukraine’ Patriot Tests, ~Ukraine as Primary Eastern  Paralysis of Global Energy Trade (High),
Mandatory Fuel Rationing in Russia, Russian Shadow Fleet 2.0 Attempts,  Europe Patriot Supplier,  Ukrainian Civil-Military Collapse (Moderate),
Protests Evolve to Anti-Syrskyi. Patriot Production Timeline. Permanent New Gulf Alliance ~ Vertical Russian Escalation (Low but
Naval Presence. Increasing), Collapse of Polish-Ukrainian
Security Cooperation (Moderate).
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UKRAINE LAUNCHES DECISIVE

MARITIME DRONE OFFENSIVE

AMIDST DOMESTIC POLITICAL
CRISIS AND GLOBAL ESCALATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

July 20, 2026, marks a pivotal junction in the
Russo-Ukrainian war, characterized by a
massive divergence between offensive military
success and domestic political instability.
Ukrainian forces have executed a devastating
swarm drone operation in the Sea of Azov,
dubbed "Tsushima on Azov," effectively
paralyzing Russia's shadow tanker fleet and
severing the "invisible bridge" of fuel and
ammunition supplies to the southern front.
This offensive coincides with high-precision
deep strikes against Russian logistics hubs in
Podolsk and Moscow, specifically targeting the
Wildberries sorting centers utilized for
military supply chains. However, these
military gains are countered by a severe
domestic crisis in Kyiv. The dismissal of the
highly popular Defense Minister Mykhailo
Fedorov has triggered "cardboard protests"
across major Ukrainian cities, exposing a deep
rift between the civilian reformist "digital
generation" of commanders and the

conservative military leadership led by
Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrskyi.

The international environment is
simultaneously fracturing. In the Middle East,
the failure of a temporary memorandum
between the United States and Iran has led to
open naval warfare in the Strait of Hormuz,
threatening 40% of global trade and causing a
spike in global energy prices. In Europe, the
"Coalition of the Willing" in Paris has
formalized an anti-ballistic missile alliance,
granting Ukraine the unprecedented right to
manufacture Patriot interceptors locally. This
shift toward "technological sovereignty" is a
direct response to a record-breaking month of
Russian ballistic terror, which saw five major
strikes on Kyiv in two weeks, including a
devastating hit on the Lukyanivka metro
station infrastructure. The convergence of
these events suggests that while Ukraine is
achieving a technical and tactical edge on the
battlefield, the internal governance structure
is under extreme duress, potentially inviting a
"vertical escalation" from a desperate Kremlin
as it faces fuel starvation and logistical
collapse.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e Maritime Drone Offensive ("Tsushima
on Azov"): Ukraine has reportedly disabled
or destroyed over 100 Russian vessels in
the Sea of Azov, specifically targeting
shadow tankers and tugs to isolate the
Crimean grouping. Tsushima on Azov.

* Kyiv Ballistic Terror and Lukyanivka
Hit: Russia launched its sixth massive
ballistic attack of the month, causing
significant damage to civilian infrastructure
and transit hubs near the Lukyanivka metro
station. Lukyanivka hit.
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* Defense Ministry Purge and Civil Diplomacy & Statecraft
Unrest: The dismissal of Mykhailo Fedorov

has led to widespread protests, with * The "Coalition of the Willing" in Paris,
demonstrators demanding his involving nine European states, is creating
reinstatement and the resignation of a new security architecture for Europe that
General Syrskyi. cardboard protests. bypasses traditional NATO bureaucratic

. .. . . delays. anti-ballistic coalition.
e Patriot Missile Production License: The

U.S. and France have authorized Ukraine to * Ukraine’s EU accession path faces new
begin licensed production of Patriot (PAC-3) friction as Hungary and Slovakia block
interceptors and Aster/Scalp missiles to specific negotiation clusters, while Poland
counter ballistic threats. Patriot license. expresses concern over historical memory

and rising xenophobia. EU cluster delays.

* Hormuz Strait Escalation: Open conflict

has erupted between the U.S./Israel and Leadership Dynamics & Governance

Iran following strikes on Iranian missile

bases and the subsequent blockade of the * President Zelenskyi is reportedly
Strait of Hormuz. Strait of Hormuz considering the dismissal of General
paralysis. Syrskyi following the Fedorov scandal, as

the administration attempts to manage a
"political crisis" during an active military

* Russian Logistics Strikes: Over 400
drones targeted the Moscow region, hitting

the Wildberries sorting center in Podolsk escalation. political crisis.
and multiple oil depots. Moscow logistics * A significant "power vacuum" exists in the
hits. Ministry of Defense, currently led by an
Acting Minister (Yevhen Khmara) who lacks
KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS full legislative authority. MoD power
vacuum.

Armed Conflict & Militarization . . L.
Supply Chain Resilience & Logistics

e Ukraine is transitioning from receiving
finished weapon systems to a model of
technological sovereignty, focusing on
joint production of drones and high-end air
defense interceptors within its borders.
e The military leadership is facing
accusations of maintaining a "Soviet-style"
command structure that suppresses
innovation and mistreats personnel,
particularly in the "Skelya" unit. Soviet-

style command.

* Russia is facing a "hard fuel hunger" as
Ukrainian strikes have disabled 40% of its
small tanker fleet in the Azov region,
cutting off the primary supply route for the
southern operational zone. fuel hunger.

* The targeting of civilian-military hybrid
logistics centers like Wildberries indicates
a new phase of economic statecraft aimed
at disrupting the internal Russian market.
Wildberri rik

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Clash of Command Philosophies
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The day’s reporting reveals a fundamental rift
in the Ukrainian security apparatus between
the "Digital Reformers" and the "Old Guard."
Mykhailo Fedorov represents a shift toward a
drone-centric, decentralized, and R&D-heavy
warfare model that prioritizes human life and
technological overmatch. In contrast, General
Syrskyi is framed by  critics as a
representative of the "Soviet school" of
maneuver warfare, characterized by
centralized command and high-attrition
infantry assaults. This is not merely a
personnel dispute but a structural conflict
over the future of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces. The public outcry following Fedorov's
dismissal suggests that the Ukrainian
populace increasingly views technological
innovation as the only viable path to victory
and perceives any return to traditional
methods as a strategic failure. clash of

Economic Attrition as a Decisive Factor

A recurring theme is the weaponization of
energy and logistics. Ukraine’s strategy has
evolved from hitting frontline targets to a
systematic "bleeding" of the Russian economy.
By destroying the small tanker fleet (Project
15781) and oil depots near Moscow, Ukraine
is inducing a fuel crisis that transcends the
military and hits Russian civilians directly. The
reported "knife fights" at Russian gas stations
and the 300% increase in food prices (like
poultry) suggest that the war has finally
"entered every Russian home." Russia

economic collapse. Conversely, Ukraine is
struggling with its own inflationary pressures,
with fuel prices in Kyiv expected to exceed 86
UAH/liter due to global supply shocks from
the Strait of Hormuz. Ukrainian fuel inflation.

The End of "Sanctuary" in the Rear

The strikes on the Wildberries warehouse in
Podolsk signal a definitive end to any
"sanctuary" for Russian logistics
infrastructure that masquerades as civilian.
Analysts argue that these sorting centers are
critical nodes for the "dual-use" supply chain,
handling everything from optical sensors to
fiber-optic cables for drones. By targeting
these hubs, Ukraine is disrupting the rapid
prototyping and deployment cycle of Russian
technology, while forcing the Kremlin to
choose between military priority and civilian
stability. Podolsk warehouse hit.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine: A Crisis of Mandate

The Ukrainian government is currently
navigating its most precarious internal period
since 2022. The ‘'"cardboard protests"
(protests where people bring handmade signs
to city squares) are significant because they
are not organized by political parties but are
"spontaneous manifestations" of public
dissatisfaction with the military leadership.
spontaneous protests. There is an emerging
narrative that President Zelenskyi is "out of
touch" with the populist demand for military
reform, and that the dismissal of Fedorov was
a tactical error that "nakedly exposed" a
deeper management crisis. The military is
also internally divided; while some field
commanders support Syrskyi’s traditional
rigor, many younger officers and the "digital
units" are openly mourning the loss of
Fedorov’s leadership. military rifts.

Russia: Pre-Election Volatility and Social
Fissures

In Russia, the combination of mass drone
attacks on Moscow and the fuel crisis is
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creating a '"pre-election storm." Reports
indicate that the Kremlin is preparing for a
new wave of mobilization (up to 500,000 men)
following the September parliamentary
elections. This prospect, combined with the
visible failure of the S-400 systems to protect
the capital, is eroding the "compact" between
Putin and the urban middle class. For the first
time, elite oligarchs like Melnichenko are
reportedly sending "peace feelers" to the
West, labeling the war a "mistake" and
attempting to distance themselves from the
failing military campaign. oligarch peace
feelers.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Ankara Summit: A New Trump-
Zelenskyi Dynamic

A major shift in U.S. posture is noted following
a historic meeting between President Trump
and President Zelenskyi in Ankara. Contrary
to earlier fears of abandonment, the
transcripts suggest
Zelenskyi as a "winner" and respects the
"strength" demonstrated by Ukraine’s deep-
strike capabilities. Trump is reportedly
supportive of "hellish sanctions" against
Russia and is facilitating the transfer of high-
tech production capabilities to Kyiv. This
indicates a move toward an "America First"
security model where the U.S. provides the IP
and licensing for allies to defend themselves,
rather than providing direct, depletable

stockpiles. Trump-Zelenskyi Ankara.

Trump now views

The Hormuz Flashpoint

The global international system is facing an
anarchic shock as the Strait of Hormuz
becomes a combat zone. The failure of the
U.S.-Iran

memorandum has forced a

realignment where Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
and Oman are increasingly drawn into a
military "Coalition of the Gulf." This regional
war is described as a "spiral" with no clear
diplomatic exit, as Iran uses its proxy groups
(Hezbollah, Houthis) to paralyze global trade

in response to U.S. strikes. Gulf conflict spiral.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic state is highly unstable
due to the convergence of the Ukrainian
offensive on Russian energy exports and the
Iranian blockade of the Strait of Hormuz.
Supply chains for both fuel and high-tech
components are under severe strain.

* Energy Prices: Fuel in Ukraine is
projected to cross 86 UAH/liter; Russian
domestic poultry prices have tripled due to
logistical costs. 86 UAH fuel.

Commodity Crisis: The blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz and the Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait has paralyzed 40% of global trade,
including energy and fertilizers. 40 percent
of trade paralyzed.

* Market Disruption: The destruction of the
Wildberries Podolsk sorting center has
caused a crisis for the largest Russian
marketplace, with the company refusing to
refund merchants for lost stock, further
destabilizing the Russian internal economy:.
Wildberries marketpl risis.

International Aid: The Paris summit
confirmed a 70 billion Euro military aid
package for Ukraine for 2026. 70 billion
aid.

* Sanctions Impact: Oligarch assets frozen
in the West include $11 billion from
Abramovich and $20 billion from Fridman.
oligarch asset freeze.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day saw a cascade of leadership shifts
and rumored removals across the globe,
signaling institutional instability and high-
stakes reshuffling.

* Mykhailo Fedorov (Dismissed): Removed
as Minister of Defense; officially due to
"conflict with Syrskyi," but unofficially seen
as a purge of a potential political rival to
Zelenskyi. He is reportedly starting a new
political movement. Fedorov litical
movement.

* Yevhen Khmara (Acting): Appointed as
Acting Defense Minister; a former SBU
official with a background in special
operations and the "Spider" drone

program. Acting Minister Khmara.

* Andy Burnham (New UK PM): Replaced
Keir Starmer as the fifth UK PM in four
years; pledging 100%  support for
Zelenskyi. UK PM Andy Burnham.

» Tamas Sulyok (Resigned): The
Hungarian President signed a
constitutional amendment allowing his own
removal, paving the way for a snap
election. Hungary President removal.

* General Oleksandr Syrskyi (Status:
Endangered): Rumored to be next for
dismissal as the administration seeks a
scapegoat for unit scandals and the

Fedorov backlash. Syrskyi on the table.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Espreso TV adopted a dual posture of "Victory
Abroad, Crisis at Home." The lead stories
were heavily nationalistic and celebratory
regarding the "Tsushima on Azov" maritime
drone success and the Patriot production

license. However, the tone shifted to
skepticism and concern when reporting on the
Fedorov dismissal and the resulting street
protests. The network gave significant airtime
to the "cardboard protests," framing them as
a grassroots defense of democracy rather
than partisan agitation. Conspicuous
Omissions: There was almost no coverage of
the actual frontline ground maneuvers in
Donetsk (Pokrovsk/Bakhmut sector) other
than a brief mention of the "Skelya" unit
crisis, suggesting a pivot away from reporting
on the static, grinding land war toward high-
tech strikes and political drama. Conspicuous
Omissions also include the lack of any official
Russian response to the Podolsk Wildberries
strike, which was only covered through
Ukrainian intelligence leaks and social media
footage.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing depicts a world where old
alliances are being stress-tested by a new
"Age of Asymmetry." High-tech, lower-cost
actors (Ukraine, Iranian
successfully challenging traditional naval and
air powers.

COUNTRIES

proxies) are

* Ukraine: Portrayed as a "Tech Titan" in the
making, transitioning from a beggar to a
manufacturer, but suffering from
"Leadership Schizophrenia" as its political
and military heads clash. Ukraine third

producer of Patriots.

* Russia: Framed as a "Fuel-Starved Giant"
whose capital is defenseless against mass
drone swarms and whose internal logistics

are crumbling. Russia as fuel-starved giant.
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e Iran: Portrayed as an "Aggressive Proxy
Master" that has successfully "paralyzed"
global trade, forcing a reluctant U.S. back

into a hot war. Iran proxy mastery.

* Poland: Depicted as a "Transactional
Friend," supporting Ukraine's defense
while simultaneously stoking domestic
xenophobia and historical

Poland transactional friendship.

grievances.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a "Pragmatic
Hawk" who respects Ukrainian strength
and is willing to license the "Crown Jewels"
of U.S. defense tech to winners. Trump as

pragmatic hawk.

* Volodymyr Zelenskyi: Portrayed as a
"Gambler" risking internal stability by
purging reformers to consolidate power

during a military peak. Zelenskyi gamble.

* Oleksandr Syrskyi: Framed as a "Soviet
Relic" out of touch with the modern
technological  battlefield and  public

sentiment. Syrskyi as Soviet relic.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: Russian social media
is actively amplifying the conflict between
Fedorov and Syrskyi, hoping to turn
"cardboard protests" into a full-blown
"Maidan 3.0." Russian seeding of unrest.
Psychological Operations (Psy-Ops):
The Ukrainian offensive in the Azov Sea
was heavily filmed and "leaked" to social
media under the branding "Tsushima on
Azov" to induce panic among Russian
captains and maritime insurers. Azov psy-
ops.

* Disinformation A: Russian state media
claimed the Podolsk sorting center hit was
a ‘"terrorist strike on civilians," while
Ukrainian intelligence provided evidence
that the facility was a primary hub for
drone component distribution. sorting

nter disinformation.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Syrskyi Resignation: Within 14 days,
General Syrskyi is likely to be removed or
"resigned for health reasons" as the
domestic protests grow and the "Syrskyi
Out" chant becomes a liability for

Zelenskyi. Syrskyi dismissal timing.

Russian General Mobilization: Faced
with a collapse of the southern logistics
bridge and the embarrassment of the
Podolsk strike, Putin will likely declare a
state of war and general mobilization
immediately following the September Duma
elections. Duma mobilization.

* Global Energy Shock: If the Hormuz
blockade lasts more than 30 days, global oil
will exceed $150/barrel, forcing the U.S.
into a direct ground operation in Iranian
coastal sectors before the November

elections. Trump Ha3eMHa omepaliis
roun ration).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect mass
arrests or "quietings" of the Skelya unit
leadership to suppress the military internal
revolt. Fuel rationing in Russian border
regions (Kursk, Belgorod) will become
mandatory. Protests in Kyiv will evolve from
"reinstating Fedorov" to a broader anti-

Syrskyi movement. Skelya unit scandal.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months): The first
"Made in Ukraine" Patriot missiles will enter
the testing phase, significantly altering the
risk calculus for Russian air forces. A
"Shadow Fleet 2.0" will attempt to bypass the
Azov Sea, using civilian river barges to move
fuel, making the Volga-Don canal a new strike
zone. Patriot production timeline.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Ukraine will emerge
as the primary supplier of low-cost, high-
attrition anti-ballistic missiles for Eastern
Europe, displacing traditional U.S. and French
suppliers in the mid-market. The U.S.-Iran war
will lead to a permanent naval presence of a
"New Gulf Alliance" including Israel and Saudi
Arabia. Ukraine as 3rd Patriot producer.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Paralysis of Global Energy Trade.
Triggers: Iranian blockade of Hormuz and
Bab-el-Mandeb Straits. Likelihood: High
(already occurring). Impact: Catastrophic
(global recession, fuel rationing).
Mitigations: Formation of a regional
"Coalition of the Gulf" to break the
blockade by force. Strait of Hormuz
paralysis.

* Risk: Ukrainian Civil-Military Collapse.
Triggers: Growing street protests merging
with unit-level insubordination. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: High (degraded defense
during Russian offensive). Mitigations:
Reinstatement of Fedorov or appointment
of a "compromise" Defense Minister
acceptable to both the military and the

public. Ukrainian civil-military rift.

* Risk: Vertical Russian Escalation
(Tactical Nuclear Use). Triggers:
Complete isolation of Crimea and continued
strikes on Moscow. Likelihood: Low but
increasing. Impact: Catastrophic.
Mitigations: U.S. back-channel warnings
(Burns-Patrushev style) and rapid
deployment of the new anti-ballistic shield.

Russi ical lation.
* Risk: Collapse of Polish-Ukrainian
Security Cooperation. Triggers:

Escalation of xenophobic attacks in Poland
and historical memory disputes (Volyn).
Likelihood: @ Moderate. Impact: High
(interruption of the Rzeszow logistics hub).
Mitigations: Joint presidential declaration
on historical opening of archives and
increased police presence in migrant zones.
Poland-Ukraine friction.

* Risk: Russian "General Mobilization"
Social Explosion. Triggers: Declaration of
1 million soldier levy in September.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High (internal
Russian instability, civil unrest).
Mitigations: Western propaganda
campaigns targeting Russian mothers and
draftees Dbefore the Duma elections.

September mobilization.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not detail the casualty
rates among Ukrainian maritime drone
operators during the Azov offensive,
leaving the "human cost" of the tech-heavy

strategy unclear. Azov offensive cost gaps.

e There is a lack of information on the status
of the "Skelya" wunit’s
Kostyantynivka; while the scandal was
covered, the actual tactical outcome of
their operation remains obscured. Skelya

unit blind spots.

mission in
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e The exact role of Jared Kushner in the
Trump-Zelenskyi Ankara negotiations is
hinted at but not detailed, leaving a gap in
understanding the new U.S. diplomatic
channel. Kushner role gap.

* No reporting on the civilian evacuation
status of Podolsk following the sorting
center hit, which likely caused significant

secondary fires. Podolsk evacuation gaps.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Diplomatic: Ukraine must prioritize the
resolution of the Volyn historical memory
dispute with Poland immediately to prevent
a "rear-area" crisis that could jeopardize
the Rzeszéw supply line. Volyn archive

opening.

* Security: Accelerate the implementation of
the "Acting" Ministers' authorities to
ensure continuity of command during the
Hormuz energy crisis. MoD command
continuity.

* Economic: Secure a secondary fuel transit
route from the West through Romania and
Moldova to mitigate the expected 86 UAH/

liter price spike. secondary fuel routes.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Managed Mutiny": The protests in
Kyiv are not a threat to the state but a
"controlled release of pressure" allowed by
Zelenskyi to justify a purge of the military
leadership (Syrskyi) that he already wanted
to remove for tactical failures. managed
mutiny theory.

* The "Potemkin Shield": The Patriot
missile production license is a diplomatic
stall tactic. Actual production in Ukraine is

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Divest from any logistics

years away, and the announcement is hubs in Russia that share space with

designed to buy time for a reluctant U.S. to
deplete its own stocks further. Patriot
license skepticism.

Black Swan Event: Assassination of an
Iranian proxy leader in Oman (Oman).
While Omas is acting as a mediator, a high-
profile strike there would instantly expand
the war to a neutral zone, potentially
shutting down all regional energy

mediation for years. Oman pressure points.

Sorting Centers (like Wildberries) as they
are now verified primary military targets.
Wildl es di Sk
Tech/Defense: Early-stage investment in
Ukrainian defense-tech startups focusing
on anti-ballistic counter-measures and
maritime drones is now a high-alpha
opportunity due to licensed IP transfers.
defense tech investment.

Logistics: Shift all maritime insurance
focus away from the Sea of Azov and
toward the Pacific, as the shadow fleet's
collapse makes the region a "combat zone
metal scrap yard." Azov insurance risks.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was dominated by emergency

legislative = debates  regarding  military
reorganization, social order during wartime,
and new mobilization protocols. The

Verkhovna Rada is currently operating in a
state of "continuous session" to handle the
leadership crisis.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Bill on Military Justice (Proposed):
Aimed at recreating a separate military
prosecutor's office and courts to handle
unit scandals like the "Skelya" case.
Mili Justice Bill.

Mobilization Reform Bill (Fedorov
Package): A failed/postponed bill that
proposed a
mobilization model and the use of foreign
contractors. contractors and drones bill.

* New Military Tariff Grid: An emergency
regulation to increase pay for frontline
troops following the fuel-driven inflation

spikes. military pay increase.

"drone-first, human-second"

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Fedorov’s "Farewell" Press Conference:
Confirmed conflict with Syrskyi and
accused the General Staff of blocking
Ministry of Defense innovations. Fedorov
presser.

* Ankara Presidential Summit: Historic
meeting where Trump pledged support for

Ukrainian "Tech Sovereignty." Ankara
mmi ils.

* Paris "Coalition of the Willing"
Declaration: Announcement of the 13 July
Paris anti-ballistic alliance. Paris
declaration.

KEY STORIES

Tsushima on Azov Offensive: Ukraine
destroys/disables 100+ vessels in the Azov
Sea, cutting Russian fuel logistics by 40%
and forcing the closure of navigation in the
Kerch Strait. Azov drone swarms.

Kyiv Lukyanivka Transit Hit: A massive
ballistic strike on Kyiv damages the
Lukyanivka metro station infrastructure
and nearby residential buildings; casualties
include a 16-year-old boy. Lukyanivka
casualties.

Fedorov Resignation Protests:
Demonstrators at Ploshcha Franka in Kyiv
and in Kharkiv, Odesa, and Sumy demand
the return of Mykhailo Fedorov as Defense

Minister. cardboard protest hubs.

Strait of Hormuz Naval Warfare:
Following U.S. strikes on Iranian missile
bases, Iran blockades the Strait of Hormuz,
paralyzing 40% of global trade and food
exports. global trade paralysis.

Podolsk Sorting Center Strike: A drone
attack on the Wildberries warehouse near
Moscow destroys a primary military-civilian
hybrid supply hub. Wildberries Podolsk fire.

Patriot Missile Licensing: Ukraine gains
the right to produce Patriot PAC-3
interceptors and Aster missiles in a historic
deal with the U.S. and France. high-tech
UK Political Reshuffle: Andy Burnham
replaces Keir Starmer as UK Prime
Minister, vowing 100% support for the
Zelenskyi  administration. PM __ An
Burnham.

Skelya Unit Scandal: Reports of "Soviet-
style" mistreatment and failed maneuvers
in the 425th "Skelya" battalion fuel the
calls for General Syrskyi's resignation.
kel ni ndal.
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* Death of Senator Lindsey Graham:
Graham dies of a natural aortic dissection;
his death is met with "hysterical triumph"
in Moscow but mourning in Kyiv. Lindsey
Graham death.

Oligarch Peace Feelers: Billionaire

Melnichenko gives an interview calling the
war a "mistake" and warning that "China
will take everything" if Russia does not find
a path to Western reintegration.

Melnichenko peace overtures.

* Kyiv Shelter Deficit: Officials confirm that
Kyiv's 4300 shelters only cover 50% of the
city's 4 million residents, complicating
defense against ballistic missiles. Kyiv
shelter crisis.

* Sumy "CAB" Terror: Russian aviation
drops seven guided aerial bombs (CABs) on
Sumy city center and industrial zones.
Sumy CAB terror.

* Golden Leo Ship Strike: A Russian
missile strike hits the civilian grain ship
"Golden Leo" (flag of Guinea-Bissau) near
Odesa, killing 10 people including a
Ukrainian pilot. Golden Leo attack.

* Kyivo-Pecherska Lavra Restoration:
Monks from Mt. Athos arrive to lead
celebrations for the Lavra's 975th
anniversary, amidst cleanup of damage left
by the UOC-MP. Mt. Athos visit.

* Polish Xenophobia Incident: An attack
on two Ukrainian girls in a Polish bus
triggers a new diplomatic crisis regarding
the safety of refugees in Poland. Polish bus
attack.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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