
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
PALESTINETV

J U L Y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S
MEDIA

TRENDS
PALESTINETV

J U L Y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6

EXISTENTIAL CRISIS DEEPENS AS

REGIONAL MILITARIZATION

ESCALATES AND GOVERNANCE

STRUCTURES FALTER

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  reporting  on  July  20,  2026,  portrays  a

Palestinian  landscape  facing  a  multi-front

existential  crisis,  characterized  by  a

staggering  humanitarian  collapse  in  Gaza,

intensifying  settler-led  "organized  terrorism"

in the West Bank, and a complete breakdown

in  the  prospects  for  a  two-state  solution.

While the military conflict in Gaza continues

to  produce  significant  casualties  in  Khan

Yunis and Rafah,  the  narrative  has  shifted

toward a broader "Social War" (سوشال���حرب سوش , سوشال(حرب�� 

where non-state settler groups are framed as

an  integrated  arm  of  the  Israeli  military

apparatus, aimed at the total appropriation of

land through  systemic  violence  and

infrastructure  destruction.  This  domestic

pressure  is  compounded  by  a  dire  financial

outlook  for  UNRWA,  which  faces  a  $100

million  liquidity  crisis that  threatens  to

suspend  essential  services  for  millions  of

refugees by the end of the year.

Regionally,  the  conflict  has  transcended  the

borders  of  Israel  and  Palestine,  with  the

United  States  military reportedly

concluding  its  ninth  wave  of  airstrikes

against  Iran.  This  significant  escalation,

targeting  Iranian  command  centers  and

coastal  defense systems,  signals  a  transition

from  localized  containment  to  a  broader

regional  air  war.  Concurrently,  the  Israeli

political  leadership,  under  Prime  Minister

Netanyahu, is depicted as being beholden to

far-right  extremists like  Bezalel  Smotrich,

whose  influence  is  driving  a  policy  of

deliberate  institutional  decay  within  the

Palestinian  Authority  (PA)سوشال .  The  Knesset's

formal rejection of a Palestinian state further

solidifies a trajectory toward total annexation,

leaving  the  Palestinian  leadership  to  pivot

toward cultural and legal warfare, exemplified

by  the  urgent  bid  to  list  Sebastia as  a

UNESCO World Heritage site.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional  Military  Escalation: The  U.S.

military  has  conducted  a  massive  ninth

wave  of  strikes against  Iranian  targets,

including  command  centers,  air  defenses,

and  maritime  assets,  marking  a  severe

expansion of the regional conflict theater.

Humanitarian  Collapse  in  Gaza:

Casualties since October 10 have reached

1,158 dead and 3,756 injured, with critical

infrastructure—including  the  agricultural

sector  and  sewage  systems—facing  near-

total destruction during a record heatwave.
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Institutional  Decay  of  the  Palestinian

Authority: Reports  indicate  a  deliberate

strategy by the Netanyahu government to

dismantle or fatally weaken the Palestinian

Authority through "financial piracy" and the

dismantling of security coordination, aimed

at pre-empting any path to statehood.

Settler "Social War" in the West Bank:

A  new  phase  of  conflict,  described  as

"organized  terrorism,"  has  emerged  in

villages  like  Deir  Jarir,  where  settler

groups  are  reported  to  be  operating

alongside military forces to displace civilian

populations.

Cultural  and  Legal  Warfare: The

Palestinian  leadership  is  aggressively

pursuing a UNESCO World Heritage bid for

the  ancient  site  of  Sebastia  to  provide

international  legal  protection  against

Israeli annexation efforts.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The deployment of U.S. Central Command

(CENTCOM)سوشال  assets for sustained strikes on

Iran indicates  a  state  of  high-intensity

regional warfare.

Ongoing  Israeli  military  operations  in

Gaza's  Jabalya  and  Khan  Yunis

neighborhoods  continue  to  target

residential blocks, resulting in high civilian

death  tolls  and  severe  injuries  among

children.

Food & Water Security

The  agricultural  sector  in  Gaza,

specifically in the eastern regions of Khan

Yunis,  has  been  completely  wiped  out,

leading to a total collapse of the local food

supply chain.

Destruction  of  water  infrastructure  by

settler  groups  in  the  West  Bank,  such  as

the targeting of wells belonging to the Badr

family,  is  being  used  as  a  tool  of  forced

displacement.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

The  Palestinian  bid  for  UNESCO

protection  of  Sebastia is  a  strategic

attempt  to  utilize  international  law  to

counteract  Knesset  resolutions that  reject

Palestinian sovereignty.

UNRWA  warns  that  Israeli  bans  on

agency  activities in  East  Jerusalem

constitute  a  violation  of  international

mandates and threaten the legal status of

refugee services.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Erasure of the Green Line

A  prominent  theme  is  the  blurring  of

distinctions  between the Israeli  military  and

settler  organizations.  The  transcripts

repeatedly refer to these groups as integrated

components of  a  single  system designed for

land  appropriation.  This  "Social  War"

narrative  suggests  that  the  conflict  has

evolved from a traditional military occupation

into a grassroots-driven demographic struggle

supported  by  state  policy.  The  Deir  Jarir

attacks are framed not  as  isolated incidents

but  as  part  of  a  serial  chain  of  aggression

intended  to  squeeze  the  Palestinian

population into urban enclaves.

Strategic Institutional Asphyxiation

Analysts  suggest  the Israeli  government has

shifted  from  managing  the  Palestinian

Authority  to  actively  orchestrating  its

collapse. By withholding tax revenues (termed
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"piracy")سوشال  and expanding settlements into Area

B, the Netanyahu cabinet is reportedly trying

to  render  the  PA  irrelevant.  This  trend  is

coupled  with  a  rejection  of  the  two-state

solution at  the legislative level,  moving the

conflict  toward  a  "one-state  reality"  where

Palestinian enclaves lack all sovereign rights.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Israel: The  transcripts  portray  an  Israeli

government  in  the grip  of  far-right  factions,

with  Netanyahu's  survival  tied  to  extremist

ministers like  Smotrich  and  Ben  Gvir.  This

domestic alliance is driving policies that are

increasingly  viewed  as  "suicidal"  or  "chaos-

inducing" by Palestinian analysts, as it forces

a confrontation not just with the PA, but with

the  entire  international  legal  order.  The

internal  pressure  to  re-settle  Northern

Gaza,  championed by groups like "Nachala,"

indicates  a  significant  shift  in  public  and

political  sentiment  toward  permanent

annexation.

Palestine: The Palestinian Authority is facing

a dual crisis of legitimacy and solvency. The

indefinite  delay  of  elections,  cited  as  being

due  to  the  Gaza  war  and  the  status  of

Jerusalem, has created a governance vacuum.

Furthermore, the UNRWA funding crisis is

likely  to  trigger  domestic  social  unrest  as

basic  services  for  millions  of  refugees  face

suspension. The push for "Popular Resistance"

is  increasingly  seen  as  the الشعبية������)   سوشال(الشعبية������� 

only  remaining viable  political  expression  in

the absence of a functional state apparatus.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The Fragmentation of the West: While the

U.S.  continues its  military escalation against

Iran,  other  Western  nations,  notably  Spain,

are  framed  as  breaking  away  to  support

Palestinian  statehood.  The  broadcast

highlights  King  Felipe  VI  and  PM  Pedro

Sánchez as allies, suggesting a fracturing of

the pro-Israel Western bloc. This is contrasted

with India, which is portrayed as increasingly

aligned  with  Israel  under  the  Modi

administration.

Regional War with Iran: The framing of the

international  system has  shifted to  an open

conflict  zone.  The  "ninth  wave"  of  U.S.

strikes on Iran targets maritime and command

assets,  suggesting  a  campaign  intended  to

degrade Iran's regional posture permanently.

The  portrayal  of  the  U.S.  as  a  primary

combatant  against  Iran,  rather  than  a

mediator,  marks  a  significant  shift  in  the

perceived  global  posture  of  the  American

administration.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  situation  in  the  Palestinian

territories is described as catastrophic, driven

by Israeli fiscal policies and the destruction of

physical capital in Gaza. Market sentiment is

non-existent, replaced by a survival economy

dependent on rapidly dwindling international

aid.

UNRWA Liquidity Crisis: A $100 million

shortfall for  the  year  2026  threatens  the

operational  viability  of  the  agency  across

its five fields.
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Agricultural  Sector  Wipeout: The  total

destruction  of  farms  in  eastern  Gaza  has

removed  a  primary  source  of  national

GDP and  food  self-sufficiency  during  a

period of famine.

Revenue  Withholding: The  Israeli

government  continues  to  withhold

Palestinian clearance funds, which analysts

describe as "economic piracy" intended to

bankrupt the Palestinian Authority.

Infrastructure Damage: Property damage

in  Deir  Jarir  and other  villages,  including

the burning of 17 vehicles and destruction

of water wells, represents a massive loss of

private  wealth  and  critical  utility

infrastructure.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  shifts  in  leadership  reflect  a

hardening  of  positions  on  both  sides,  with

survivalist  strategies  dominating  political

maneuvers.

Benjamin Netanyahu: Framed as a leader

whose  political  survival  is  inextricably

linked to far-right extremists to avoid legal

prosecution,  forcing  him  to  adopt

annexationist  policies  he  might  have

previously managed more cautiously.

Bezalel  Smotrich: Portrayed  as  the  de

facto  architect of  the  "Social  War,"

leveraging  his  ministerial  positions  to

integrate settler violence into formal state

military strategy.

Mahmoud  Abbas: Depicted  as  pivoting

toward  cultural  diplomacy,  focusing  on

international  forums  like  UNESCO  and

relations  with  Spain  to  maintain  a

semblance of international presence while

the PA's domestic power wanes.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The editorial tone is one of existential alarm

and  nationalistic  defiance.  The  "Lead

Stories"  focus  heavily  on  settler  violence  in

the West Bank and airstrikes in Gaza, framed

as  a  coordinated  campaign  of  "genocidal

intent."  The  "Social  War"  segment  is  given

significant prominence, signaling an effort to

prepare  the  public  for  long-term,

decentralized  conflict.  "Buried  Stories"

include the nuances of U.S. domestic policy or

internal  Palestinian  political  dissent,  which

are  minimized  in  favor  of  a  narrative  of

unified "Popular Resistance." A conspicuous

omission is the lack of detailed reporting on

the specific military capabilities or casualties

of Palestinian armed factions, focusing instead

exclusively  on  civilian  suffering  and  settler

aggression.  The  broadcast  also  celebrates

Spain's  Euro  2026  victory  as  a  proxy  for

diplomatic victory.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  framing  of  world  leaders  and  nations

centers  on  their  stance  toward  Palestinian

statehood and the burgeoning regional war.

United States / Joe Biden: Portrayed as

an active combatant in the regional war

against  Iran  and  a  facilitator  of  Israeli

policy.  Quote:  "US  strikes  target  Iranian

command centers" in 9th wave.

Spain  /  Pedro  Sánchez: Framed  as  a

principled ally and a model for European

leadership. Quote: "Spain's stance is more

positive  than  some  Arab  nations"  toward

the Palestinian cause.
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Benjamin  Netanyahu: Portrayed  as  a

chaotic  and  corrupt  survivor.  Quote:

"Netanyahu is tied to his fate...  hoping to

be a king of Israel for more than 20 years"

in power.

Iran: Framed  as  a  besieged  regional

power under direct U.S. assault, though its

internal  stability  is  not  deeply  explored

beyond military targeting.

UNRWA: Framed  as  a  vulnerable  but

essential lifelife currently being "choked"

by lack of funding and Israeli restrictions.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The term "Social War"

is  being  used  to  categorize سوشال���حرب سوش)   سوشال(حرب�� 

settler  violence  as  a  new,  hybrid  form of

state-sponsored  conflict,  aimed  at

delegitimizing  settler  actions  in

international  legal  forums  as  organized

terrorism.

Disinformation  Allegations: Palestinian

commentators allege that Israeli reports of

"clashes"  in  villages  like  Deir  Jarir  are

disinformation  intended  to  hide  the

unilateral  nature  of  settler  attacks on

civilian homes.

Psychological Operations: The broadcast

highlights the use of "financial piracy" as a

psy-op  intended  to  demoralize  the

Palestinian  civil  service and  hasten  the

collapse of the Authority.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

PA Collapse: Without a significant infusion

of clearance funds and a reversal of Israeli

settlement  expansion  into  Area  B,  the

Palestinian Authority will likely collapse as

a  functional  government within  6

months,  leading  to  total  administrative

chaos.

Regional  Air  War  Expansion: The  U.S.

strikes  on  Iran,  having  reached  their  9th

wave,  are  likely  to  provoke  an  Iranian

retaliatory strike on U.S. regional assets

or  a  blockade  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

further spiking global energy prices.

UNESCO  Bid  Fallout: The  success  or

failure  of  the  Sebastia  heritage  bid  will

serve as a bellwether for the international

community's  willingness to  use  non-

military  means  to  restrain  Israeli

annexation.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intensified

civilian-settler skirmishes in the "Social War"

zones of  the West Bank. UNRWA may begin

announcing drastic cuts to food aid in Gaza,

potentially  sparking  bread  riots  or  mass

displacement toward the Egyptian border.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Knesset's

rejection of  statehood will  likely  lead to  the

formal annexation of  large portions of  the

West  Bank.  Diplomatic  relations  between

Israel and Spain could reach a breaking point,

potentially  leading  to  the  withdrawal  of

ambassadors.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural decay

of  the  PA  could  lead  to  the  emergence  of

decentralized  "Popular  Resistance"
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councils as  the primary form of  Palestinian

governance,  permanently  ending  the  era  of

the  Oslo  Accords  and  centralized  state-

building.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The convergence of a regional war with Iran

and  the  internal  collapse  of  Palestinian

governance  has  created  a  high-risk

environment for regional stability and global

energy security.

Risk: Total regional war between the U.S.

and  Iran.  Triggers: Iranian  retaliatory

strikes after the 9th wave of US bombings. 

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Global

economic depression, energy supply chain

collapse.  Mitigations: Immediate

diplomatic  de-escalation  via  neutral

intermediaries like Oman or Qatar.

Risk: Mass  starvation  in  Gaza.  Triggers:

Final suspension of UNRWA services due to

liquidity  crisis.  Likelihood: Very  High.

Impact: Massive  loss  of  life,  regional

refugee  crisis.  Mitigations: Emergency

release of $100M in international funding.

Risk: Armed  collapse  of  the  Palestinian

Authority.  Triggers: Formal annexation of

Area  B by  Israel.  Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Rise of non-state militant factions,

total  loss  of  security  coordination.

Mitigations: Re-establishment  of

clearance fund transfers.

Risk: Epidemic  outbreak  in  Gaza  camps.

Triggers: Sewage  system  failure  during

peak  summer  heat.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: Widespread  civilian  casualties,

cross-border  health  threats.  Mitigations:

Immediate  repair  of  wastewater

infrastructure.

Risk: Irreparable  loss  of  archaeological

heritage.  Triggers: Settler  seizure  of

Sebastia.  Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:

Destruction of  cultural  history,  permanent

legal  deadlock.  Mitigations: Successful

UNESCO listing.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Internal  Israeli  Resistance: The

transcripts  ignore  any  domestic  Israeli

opposition  to  the  far-right's  annexationist

agenda or the regional war with Iran.

Iranian Domestic Resilience: While U.S.

strikes  are  documented,  there  is  no

information  on  the  internal  stability  of

the Iranian regime or its military's actual

degradation.

Gaza Militancy: The reporting completely

omits  the  status  of  Hamas  or  other

armed  groups,  portraying  the  conflict

exclusively  as  a  struggle  between  Israeli

forces and Palestinian civilians.

External  Economic  Support: There  is

little mention of aid from China or Russia,

focusing  exclusively  on  the  U.S.  and

Europe.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Orchestrated  PA  Collapse  for  Re-

legitimization: Rather  than  being  an

Israeli  plot,  the  PA's  apparent  collapse

could  be  an  intentional  maneuver by

Palestinian elites to force the international

community  to  intervene  directly  or  to

justify  a  new,  more  radical  governing

structure.
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U.S. Strikes as a Domestic Distraction:

The "9th wave" of strikes on Iran could be a

tactic  by  the  Biden  administration to

maintain wartime posture during a period

of  domestic  political  crisis,  rather  than  a

coherent regional strategy.

Black Swan Event: A sudden, large-scale

cyberattack  on  Israeli  water

infrastructure,  coinciding  with  the

heatwave and settler attacks, could lead to

a  catastrophic  collapse  of  public  order

within Israel itself.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Diplomacy: Urgent  prioritization  of

UNESCO protections for cultural sites to

establish  non-military  red  lines  against

annexation.

Security: Prepare for the end of security

coordination as the Palestinian Authority's

fiscal solvency reaches a breaking point.

Humanitarian: Establish a multinational

funding  bridge to  bypass  potential

UNRWA operational halts.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Diversify  away  from

regional maritime logistics routes in the

Middle  East  given  the  ongoing  U.S.

campaign against Iran.

ESG/Compliance: Heightened  screening

for  investments  linked  to  West  Bank

settlements as  settler  groups  are

increasingly  classified  as  "organized

terrorist  entities"  in  international

discourse.

Capital  Allocation: Hedge  against

regional energy shocks as  the U.S.-Iran

conflict  transitions  into  a  high-intensity

theater.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity has focused on the formal

dismantling of the two-state solution and the

legal categorization of heritage sites.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Knesset  Statehood  Rejection: A

formal  resolution  rejecting  the

establishment of  a  Palestinian  state,

marking  a  definitive  end  to  the  Oslo

process.

UNESCO  Sebastia  Bid: A  Palestinian

strategic proposal to list the ancient site

to gain international legal immunity from

annexation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

UNRWA Emergency  Briefing: Roland

Friedrich's warning of a $100M liquidity

crisis and its impact on regional stability.

Social  War  Analysis: A  specialized

broadcast segment characterizing settler

violence  as  a  state-backed  military

strategy.

KEY STORIES

U.S.  Ninth  Wave  Strikes  on  Iran:

Massive  CENTCOM  airstrikes  targeting

Iranian command, maritime assets, and air

defenses.

Sebastia UNESCO Bid: Urgent diplomatic

effort  to  protect  the  archaeological  site

from  annexation  through  international

heritage listing.
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Deir  Jarir  Attacks: Settler  groups,

supported  by  the  military,  killed  two

residents (Audeh Farakhna, 53, and Ahmad

Abu Makho, 26)سوشال  in an integrated raid.

Gaza  Casualty  Update: Death  toll  since

Oct  10  reaches  1,158  killed  and  3,756

wounded amidst  ongoing  strikes  in  Khan

Yunis and Rafah.

UNRWA  Liquidity  Crisis: The  agency

faces  a  $100  million  shortfall for  2026,

threatening  food  and  health  services  for

millions.

Netanyahu-Smotrich  Alliance: Analysis

of  how  the  Israeli  PM's  survival is

dependent on extremist policies in the West

Bank.

Gaza  Agricultural  Collapse: Reports  of

the  total  destruction  of  farms in  eastern

Khan Yunis, exacerbating the famine.

Spain  Euro  2026  Victory: Palestinian

leadership uses Spain's soccer victory as an

occasion  to  highlight  their  strong

diplomatic alliance.

Nur  Shams  History: A  feature  on  the

1952  roots  of  the  camp and  its  current

state under siege.

Qalqilya Resistance: Reports of "Popular

Resistance"  activities in  the  face  of

increased settler expansion.

Sebastia  Inter-Faith  Protest: Muslim,

Christian, and Samaritan leaders gathering

to support the heritage bid.

Gaza  Sewage  Crisis: Disease  outbreaks

reported due to infrastructure collapse and

record high temperatures.

British  Hospital  Strike: Israeli  airstrike

reported near the facility in Khan Yunis.

Knesset  Resolution: Debate  over  the

formal rejection of Palestinian statehood.

Marco  Rubio  Policy: Mention  of  Rubio

regarding US posture toward the Lebanon-

Israel border.

Social  War  Segment: Opening  of  a

recurring  news  feature analyzing  the

merger of settler and military tactics.

Educational  Camps: Programs  for

children  in  refugee  camps focusing  on

national identity and psychology.

India-Israel  Alignment: Commentary  on

the Modi administration's support for Israel

compared to the 20th-century baseline.

Lebanon  Border  Tensions: Reports  of

infrastructure  damage and  civilian

displacement in South Lebanon.

Hebron Cultural Market: Events held in

Shuhada  Street to  assert  Palestinian

presence despite closures.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
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and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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